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POST-CAPTAINS  of  1812. 


GEORGE  PRICE,  Esq. 

Eldest  son  of  the  late  Captain  Charles  Papps  Price,  R.  N. 
of  whom  the  following  mention  is  made  in  the  Naval  Chro- 
nicle, vol.  29,  p.  88 : — 

*'  This  gentleman  was  a  native  of  Hay,  in  Breconshire,  and  at  a  very 
early  ap^e  entered  into  the  service.  In  May,  1778,  he  was  made  lieutenant. 
He  continued  actively  employed,  with  honor  to  himself,  and  benefit  to  his 
country,  and  was  appointed  to  command  the  island  of  Marcou,  which  was 
threatened  with  an  attack  by  the  French  from  La  Hoji^e.  On  the  night  of 
the  Gth  May,  1798,  the  enemy  attempted  to  carry  the  island  by  storm;  but 
its  gallant  defender,  with  a  handful  of  brave  men,  drove  them  back  with 
immense  loss,  and  so  complete  was  the  defeat,  that  they  did  not  again 
repeat  the  attack.  For  his  brave  and  skilful  conduct  in  this  affair,  he  was 
promoted  to  a  commander,  and  subsequently  made  a  post-captain.  The 
infirmities  that  too  often  visit  the  decline  of  life  passed  in  the  honorable 
perils  dfid  trying  vicissitudes  of  a  service,  whici  -  trfare  and  the  elements 
equally  encircle  with  danger,  obliged  Captain  Pric:  to  relinquish  the  active 
duties  of  his  profession,  and  retire  upon  half-pay.  He  has  left  a  widow, 
two  daughters,  and  three  sons — all  the  latter  in  the  navy;  the  eldest  being 
a  post-captain,  and  equally  distinguished  for  gallantry  and  skill  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  estimable  qualities  in  private  life." 

Captain  Charles  Papps  Price  died  at  Hereford,  about  Jan. 
1813,  aged  62 :— his  eldest  son,  whose  services  we  are  about 
to  record,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  Sept.  14, 
1805 ;  and  appointed  to  the  Porcupine  of  24  guns,  com- 
manded by  Captain  the  Hon.  Henry  Duncan,  in  April, 
1807: — ^the  following  is  a   copy  of  one  of  that  excellent 

SUPPL.  PART.  in.  B 


2 


POST-CAPTAINS    OF    1812. 


I\ 


officer's  official  letters,  to  which  we  alluded  in  the  note  at  p. 
985  of  Vol.  II.  Part  II.— 

"  H.  M.  S.  Porcupine,  off  Catero,  23  Nov.  1807. 

"  Sir, — Having',  on  the  cveninfj  of  the  7th  Oct.  last,  chased  a  trabacolo 
into  the  harbour  of  Zupaino,  I  sent  Mr.  George  Price,  first  lieutenant  of  this 
ship,  with  a  cutter  and  jolly-hoat,  to  endeavour  to  bring  iier  out.  On 
their  rounding  a  point,  which  forms  the  entrance  of  that  port,  I  observed 
a  gun-boat,  under  the  Italian  flag,  open  a  fire  of  rouii<l  and  grape  upon 
them ;  I  therefore,  for  the  present,  recalled  the  boats  ;  but  as  soon  as  it 
was  dark,  detached  them  to  attack  her  :  having  taken  her  guard-boat  (sent 
purposely  to  look  out  for  them)  mounting  a  4-pounder  swivel,  and  manned 
with  French  soldiers,  they  boarded  and  carried  the  vessel,  under  a  licavy 
fire  of  grape  and  musketry  :  the  enemy  expected  the  attack,  and  had  in 
consequence  moored  her  to  the  shore,  with  four  cables,  and  were  in  every 
respect  quite  prepared  for  it.  Slie  proved  to  be  la  Safo,  mounting  one 
long  brass  24-pounder  and  several  large  swivels,  commanded  by  Antonio 
Ghega,  enseigne  de  vaisscau,  and  had  on  board  about  50  men,  most  of 
whom  jumped  overboard.  She  belonged  to  a  division  of  Venetian  gun- 
boats, stationed  along  this  coast,  and  hud  been  sent  three  days  before, 
from  Ragusa,  to  protect  the  island  of  Zupaino.  Great  credit  is  due  to 
Lieutenant  Price,  for  his  gallant  conduct  in  this  affair ;  also  to  Lieutenant 
Francis  Smith,  the  petty-ofiicers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  were  em- 
ployed under  him.  I  ^m  happy  to  say  we  had  only  oue  seaman  and  one 
marine  wounded. 

"  ^ls  M^esty's  ship  under  my  coramaud  ha»  also  captured,  since  thp 
23d  Sept.  last,  about  forty  vessels  belonging  to  the  enemy  ;  their  cargoes 
chiefly  consisting  of  grain  and  wine,  and  either  bound  to,  or  coming  from, 
the  ports  of  Ragusa  and  Catero  :  as  this  service  has  been  principally  per- 
formed by  Lieutenant  Price,  with  the  boats,  and  almost  always  under  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  musketry,  I  should  not  be  doing  justice  to 
that  officer,  was  I  to  omit  mentioning  how  much  I  feel  satisfied  with  his 
gallant  and  ju(^icious  conduct  on  these  occasions.  Owing  to  a  series  of 
bad  weather,  I  have  beea  obliged  to  destroy  la  Safo,  and  most  of  the  other 
prizes.    I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  Henuy  Duncan." 

"  To  Patrick  Campbell,  Esq.,  senior  officer  in  the  Adriatic." 

Shortly  after  the  capture  of  la  Safo,  Lieutenant  Price  was 
sent  into  Ragusa,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  negociate  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners  ;  but  notwithstanding  Captain  Duncan 
had  invariably  liberated  the  crews  of  the  merchant  vessels 
taken  by  the  Porcupine,  the  French  commander-in-chief  per- 
sisted in  detaining  three  or  four  men  belonging  to  that  ship, 
who,  while  employed  in  navigating  a  small  prize,  were  driven 
thither  by  stress  of  weather.     Lieutenant  Price  had  scarcely 
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fetumed  on  board  from  his  unsuccessful  misBion,  and  was 
still  in  his  full  uniform,  when  two  large  boats,  with  red  awn- 
ings spread,  and  pulling  only  four  oars  each,  were  observed 
coming  out  of  the  harbour :  Captain  Duncan  immediately 
despatched  him,  in  the  jolly-boat,  with  6  men,  to  ascertain 
what  they  were,  and  ordered  all  the  other  boats  to  be  got 
ready  for  service,  in  order,  as  he  said,  to  shew  General 
Lauriston,  the  commandant  at  Ragusa,  that  the  absence  of  a 
few  sailors  was  not  felt  by  a  well-manned  British  ship :  of 
the  real  character  and  object  of  the  strangers  he  had  not  the 
least  suspicion. 

On  the  jolly-boat  tossing  her  bow-oar  in,  to  go  alongside 
one  of  them,  the  Frenchmen  knocked  their  awning  down,  and 
a  number  of  armed  soldiers  suddenly  started  up.  Every  one 
on  board  the  Porcupine  expected  to  see  Lieutenant  Price 
surrender;  instead  of  which  he  fired  his  swivel  into  the 
enemy's  boat,  waved  his  hat,  and  pulled  away,  himself 
standing  up,  with  the  tiller  between  his  legs :  a  heavy  fire  of 
musketry  ensued  ;  many  balls  struck  the  jolly-boat,  and  her 
sail,  then  made  up  and  lying  on  the  thwarts,  was  cut  in 
several  places ;  but  fortunately  not  a  man  was  hurt. 

Previous  to  their  return  into  port,  one  of  the  French  boats 
was  nearly  cut  in  two  by  a  shot  from  the  Porcupine ;  and 
during  their  retreat  they  were  h^Ma^sed  by  her  boats  under 
Lieutenant  Price,  who=c  cool  bravery  on  the  above  occasion 
elicited  genzicu  applause.  They  were  both  full  of  soldiers, 
and  each  armed  with  a  gun  in  the  bow ;  but  Captain  Duncan 
did  not  consider  their  capture  of  sufficient  importance  to  risk 
the  loss  of  men  in  attempting  it. 

On  the  27th  of  the ,  following  month  (Nov.  1807),  Lieute- 
nant Price,  in  the  Porcupine's  cutter,  captured  two  small 
vessels  from  Ragusa,  under  a  fire  of  musketry  from  the  shore, 
by  which  he  had  one  man  wounded.  Two  days  afterwards, 
he  was  sent  with  the  boats  to  destroy  a  number  of  small 
merchantmen  in  the  harbour  of  Zvdiano,  together  with  the 
wine  that  was  in  the  magazines,  it  being  intended  for  the 
enemy's  troops :  this  service  he  performed  without  any  loss, 
and  much  to  his  captain's  satisfaction.  A  trabacolo  loaded 
with  wqq\,  the  only  vessel  that  was  afloat,  he  brought  out. 
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While  the  boats  were  returning  on  board,  another  trabacoTu 
was  discovered  and  chased  by  Captain  Duncan ;  but  Lieute- 
nant Price  anticipated  his  wishes,  and,  with  his  usual  alacrity, 
pulled  to  windward,  and  captured  her.  She  was  from  Ra- 
gusa,  bound  to  Curzola,  having  on  board  stores  of  every 
description  for  mortars  and  guns ;  two  6|-inch  brass  mortars, 
two  5|-inch  brass  howitzers,  four  new  18-pounder  gun-car- 
riages, plank,  and  every  material  necessary  for  constructing  a 
battery  on  that  island,  also  a  great  quantity  of  shot  and  shells. 

On  another  occasion,  Lieutenant  Price  being  in.  shore,  near 
'  Ragusa,  in  a  12-oared  cutter,  a  gale  of  wind  came  on  during 
the  night,  and  just  before  day-break  he  fell  in  with  a  xebec 
running  before  it.  The  vessel  discovered  her  dangerous  situ- 
ation time  enough  to  clear  the  cutter,  but  the  British  seamen 
succeeded  in  getting  hold  of  her  boat  towing  astern,  and  in- 
stantly fired  a  swivel  gun,  which  killed  her  master  and 
wounded  3  or  4  men :  she  then  rounded  to  and  surrender- 
ed. In  this  vessel.  Lieutenant  Price  captured  two  others  ; 
but  the  gale  increasing,  he  was  obliged  to  run  with  the 
whole  into  the  port  of  Ragusa  Vecchia,  where  he  lay  all 
night  unmolested.  Next  morning,  the  wind  moderated ;  and 
as  he  did  not  communicate  with  the  shore,  the  enemy  sus- 
pected and  sent  off  to  him.  It  being  impossible  to  remain 
there  any  longer  with  safety,  he  then  cut  his  cable  and  es- 
caped with  two  of  his  prizes ;  but  the  third,  with  a  petty- 
officer  and  2  seamen  on  board,  was  unavoidably  retaken. 

Early  in  Jan.  1808,  the  Porcupine  captured  two  large 
French  transports,  from  Tarento  bound  to  Corfu,  with  cargoes 
of  grain  and  gunpowder.  The  capture  of  these  ships,  on 
their  first  voyage,  was  an  important  service,  as  they  sailed 
remarkably  well,  and  had  been  completely  fitted  for  carrying 
troops  and  provisions  to  the  Seven  Islands. 

A  few  days  after  their  capture,  one  of  the  above  prizes,  la 
Madona  del  Carmine,  foundered  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind;  but 
providentially,  out  of  25  men  on  board,  2  only  were  drowned; 
J  5  drifted  off  the  booms  in  her  launch,  as  she  sunk,  and  were 
saved  by  the  Porcupine ;  the  remainder  were  picked  up  by 
Lieutenant  Price,  in  the  frigate's  jolly-boat,  at  a  time  when 
it  was  thought  almost  impossible  for  any  boat  to  live—''  hi& 
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intrepid  conduct^  and  that  of  the  brave  men  who  were  with 
him,  was  viewed  with  admiration  by  all." 

On  the  23d  Ji'.ne  following,  a  vessel  under  French  colours 
came  out  of  Civita  Vecchia,  and  endeavoured,  by  crossing  the 
Porc'ipini',  co  get  to  the  westward,  but  failed  in  the  attempt, 
and  was  obliged  to  run  ashore,  under  two  towers,  mounting 
two  guns  each  ;  Captain  Duncan  instantly  sent  Lieutenant 
Price  to  destroy  her,  which  he  did  most  effectually,  and  with- 
out any  loss,  though  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fire.  She 
proved  to  be  from  the  island  of  Ischia,  loaded  with  wine.  The 
service  for  which  Lieutenant  Price  obtained  a  commander's 
commission  is  thus  described  by  Captain  Duncan,  in  a  letter 
to  Lord  Collingwood,  dated  July  14,  1808  : 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  inst.  being  off  Monte  Circello,  on  the  coast 
of  Romania,  I  observed  two  French  gun-boats,  with  a  merchant  vessel  un- 
der convoy,  going  alongshore  to  the  westward  :  as  the  ship  was  becalmed, 
I  sent  Lieutenant  Price,  with  the  boats,  in  pursuit  of  them ;  after  a  row  of 
eight  hours,  in  a  hot  sun,  he  drove  the  latter  on  shore,  and  forced  the  gun- 
boats to  take  shelter  under  the  batteries  of  Port  D'Anzo.  At  this  time, 
seeing  three  very  suspicious  vessels  coming  down,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from 
the  westward,  I  was  obliged  to  recal  him  ;  but  before  we  could  cut  them 
off,  they  also  got  into  the  same  harbour.  Next  inorntng  I  observed  one 
of  them,*  a  large  poiacre  ship,  lie  further  out  than  the  others,  and  having 
reconnoitred,  thought  it  possible  to  take  her.  *  *  *  •  •  As  soon 
as  it  was  dark,  the  boats  went  in,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Price, 
and  from  uuder  the  heaviest  fire  I  ever  saw,  brought  her  out ;  she  carries 
eight  long  Gnpound  guns,  and  had  on  board  between  20  and  30  men,  from 
Hieres  Bay,  bound  to  Naples,  with  salt.  When  I  consider  that  this  vessel 
was  moored  to  a  beach  lined  wltl'  French  soldiers,  within  pistol-shot 
of  two  batteries,  a  tower,  and  three  gun-boats,  carrying  each  a  24-pounder, 
and  30  men  j  that  from  the  bafflin.<;  winds,  she  was  an  hour  and  twenty 
minutes  before  she  got  out  of  raiige  of  grape,  and  that  the  enemy  were  at 
first  perfectly  prepared  for  the  attack  ;  I  cannot  find  words  to  express  my 
admiration  at  the  intrepid  conduct  of  all  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
employed.  I  am  sure  that  the  services  of  Lieutenant  Price,  he  having 
been  more  than  thirty  times  in  action  with  the  boats  of  this  ship  since  Oc- 
tober last,  and  his  sufferings  on  this  occasion,  being  severely  wounded  in 
the  head  and  right  leg,  will  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  my  requesting,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  that  your  lordship  will  recommend  this  gallant  officer  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty." 

On  this  occasion,  the  British  had  not  a  man  killed,  and  only 

8  persons,  including  Lieutenant  Price  and  Mr.  John  O'Brien 

•  Tht  iVostrn  Signnra  del  Rosario. 
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Butler^  midshipman,  wounded.  The  following  is  a  copy  of 
Lord  Colling  wood's  official  reply  to  Captain  Duncan's  com- 
munication:       f  ■  .    ,  ,  ..  /• 

''H.  M.  S.  Ocean,  Dec.  26,  1808. 
"  Having  transmitted  to  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  a 
copy  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  July  last,  stating  the  capture  of  a  large 
polacre  ship,  by  the  boats  of  the  Proserpine,  under  the  command  and  di- 
rection of  Lieutenant  Price,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  that 
their  Lordships  very  highly  approve  of  the  zeal  and  gallantry  displayed  by 
Lieutenant  Price,  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  employed  on  that  ser- 
vice, and  in  onsideration  of  Lieutenant  Price's  meritorious  conduct  on  this 
and  former  occasions,  they  have  been  pleased  to  promote  him  to  the  rank 
of  commander.*" 

In  Oct.  following,  the  Patriotic  Society  at  Lloyd's  voted 
Captain  Price  the  sum  of  50/.  for  his  gallant  conduct  at  the 
capture  of  the  Nostra  Signora  del  Rcsario  j  but  instead  of  ac- 
cepting pecuniary  recompense,  he  requested  that  a  sword,  or 
some  other  honorary  reward,  might  be  substituted  for  it.  We 
next  find  him  commanding  the  Sabine  sloop,  on  the  Cadiz 
station  J  where  he  was  very  actively  employed  during  the 
siege  of  the  Isle  of  Leonf.  His  promotion  to  post  rank  took 
place  Jan.  7»  1812;  and  he  was  presented  with  the  freedom 
of  Hereford  in  1817. 
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JOSEPH  SWABEY  TETLEY,  Esq. 

This  officer  was  made  a  lieutenant  in  Dec.  1795,  and  we 
first  find  him  serving  as  senior  of  the  Solebay,  32,  bearing 


*  By  commission  dated  back  to  July  10, 1808. 
f  See  Captains  Sir  Thomas  Fkllowes,  FnEDRRicK  Jennings  Tho- 
mas, William  Henry  Smyth,  &c.  Stc.  N.  B.  On  the  2G  May,  181 1,  the 
boats  of  the  Sabine,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  William  Usherwood, 
in  a  most  skilful  and  gallant  manner,  cut  three  small  French  privateer* 
out  from  the  anchorage  of  Cliipiona,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Guadilquiver. 
These  vessels  mounted  two  4-pounderB,  with  a  complement  of  25  men 
each )  and  hud  long  daringly  annoyed  tlio  commerce  on  the  Spanish  coast. 
On  the  following  morning  the  Sabine,  in  company  with  the  Papillon,  cap. 
turcd  another  privateer,  which  persisted  in  her  endeavours  to  escape,  al- 
though under  a  heavy  iire  of  grape  and  musquetry,  until  she  was  actually 
run  on  board  by  the  latter  brig.  Among  the  priaoners  takea  in  these 
vet«els  were  12  British  deserters. 
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the  broad  pendant  of  Commodore  Edward  Henry  Columbine, 
(Governor  of  Sierra  Leone)  by  whom  he  was  promoted  to  the 
command  of  the  Derwent,  a  fine  18-gun  brig,  during  the  ex- 
pedition against  Senegal,  in  July  1809.  The  capture  of  that 
settlement  is  thus  described  by  Commodore  Columbine's  mi- 
litary colleague,  in  a  despatch  addressed  to  Viscount  Castle- 
reagh,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

"  My  Lord,— When  I  last  had  the  honor  of  writuig  to  your  lordship,  I 
coniinunicated  such  information  as  I  had  received  concernin;,'  the  situation 
of  the  French  colony  of  Senegal,  and  my  opinion  of  the  practicability  of 
rc<iucing  it  with  a  small  force;  I  also  mentioned  the  annoyance  we  had 
received  at  Gor(ie  and  in  its  vicinity,  from  their  privateers,  during  .the  ab- 
sence of  ships  of  war  from  that  station. 

"  On  the  24th  June,  Commodore  Columbine  arrived  at  Gorde  with  the 
Solebay  frigate,  and  gun-brig  Tigress,  having  the  colonial  schooner  George, 
the  Agincourt  transport,  and  several  merchant  vessels  under  convoy : 
having  communicated  to  him  what  intelligence  I  had  lately  obtained,  we 
thought  the  reduction  of  Senegal  practicable  with  the  force  we  possessed, 
provided  no  obstacles  should  prevent  our  being  able  to  pass  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  ♦  •  •  •  • 

"  Having  therefore  procured  some  light  vessels  and  boats,  the  best 
adapted  for  passing  the  bar,  u  detachment  of  the  garrison  of  Gorde,  con- 
sisting of  6  officers,  (5  Serjeants,  4  drummers,  and  150  rank  and  lile,  was 
embarked  on  board  the  Agincourt  on  the  4th  July,  when  we  sailed,  and 
anchored  at  the  bar  on  the  evening  of  the  7th.  Next  morning,  Commo- 
dore Columbine  was  of  opinion  the  troops  might  be  passed  over  the  bar, 
which  was  accordingly  effected,  though  with  much  didiculty,  by  the  exer- 
tions of  the  navy.  We  unfortunately,  however,  lost  a  schooner  and  sloop, 
containing  much  of  our  provisions  and  ammunition,  and  the  schooner 
George  went  on  shore  inside  the  bar.  I  landed  the  detachment,  and  GO 
royal  marines  from  the  squadron,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  where  I 
took  up  a  position,  witli  a  view  to  wait  till  provisions  could  be  passed  from 
the  shipping,  and  the  schooner  could  be  got  off.  We  then  learnt  that  the 
enemy  ha<l  made  a  formidable  line  of  defence  at  the  post  of  Uubagud,  12 
miles  up  the  river,  where  there  is  a  battery,  ia  front  of  which  three  brigs 
and  four  other  vessels  were  moored,  and  the  whole  protected  by  a  strong 
boom  drawn  across  the  river.  •  On  the  9th  we  were  attacked,  but  speedily 
repulsed  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  within  their  line  at  Dabagud  ;  after 
which  we  returned  to  get  oflf  the  schooner,  liich  was  effected  on  the  fol- 
lowuig  evening  f. 

•  The  enemy's  vessels  were  armed  with  1  long  twcnty-four-pounder,  1 
eighteen,  9  twelves,  r>  sixeu,  2  twelve-pounder  carronadtts,  and  l(i  Itglit 
guns. 

t  The  George  whs  the  principal  vessel  of  the  flotilla  intended  for  service 
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*'  The  11th  was  employed  in  refitdog  the  schooner,  and  embarking  pro* 
visions  and  water.  The  Solebay  and  Derwent  were  ordered  to  anchor  op  - 
posite  the  post  of  Babagud,  and  bombard  it,  which  was  executed  with 
much  effect.  During  the  night,  in  shifting  her  berth,  the  Solebay  unfor- 
tunately got  aground,  but  in  a  position  which  enabled  her  still  to  annoy  the 
enemy.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  troops  were  embarked,  and  the 
flotilla  proceeded  up  the  river,  till  just  without  gun-shot  of  the  enemy's 
line  of  defence,  and  when  every  thing  was  in  readiness  for  a  night  attack, 
we  received  information  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  French  command- 
ant to  capitulate  *. 

"  Willing,  to  spare  an  unnecessary  effusion  of  human  blood,  the  attack 
was  postponed.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  we  discovered  that  the  boom 
was  broken,  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  the  battery  and  vessels,  leaving 
their  colours  flying,  and  shortly  afterwards  a  letter  was  received  from 
Messrs.  Degrigny  and  Durecu,  in  the  name  of  the  commandant  of  Senegal, 
offering  to  capitulate.  Mr.  Heddle,  surgeon  to  the  forces,  who  had  acted 
as  my  aide-de-camp  during  the  campaign,  was  sent  forward  to  treat  with 
these  gentlemen,  and  soon  returned  with  the  articles  of  capitulation,  which 
we  ratified.  I  immediately  took  possession  of  the  battery  of  Isle  aux 
Anglois,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  of  the  battery  of  Gudtendar 
facing  the  town.  Next  morning  the  garrison  laid  down  their  arms  and 
were  embarked.  We  then  found  that  the  force  which  had  been  employed 
against  us  amounted  to  1^)0  regular  soldiers,  and  240  militia  and  voluu< 
teers.    ••••••. 

"  Id  accomplishing  this  service,  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army 
were  anxious  to  equal  their  brothers  of  the  navy,  who  on  all  occasions  dis- 
tingiushed  themselves.    I  feel  much  satisfaction  in  having  enjoyed  the 


In  the  river:  after  many  attempts  to  float  her  had  failed.  Lieutenant  Daniel 
James  Woodriff,  then  first  of  the  Solebay,  obtained  permission  to  try  his 
skill,  and  he  at  length  succeeded  in  getting  her  off  amid  the  loud  cheers  of 
soldiers  and  sailors,  who  were  anxiously  awaiting  the  result  uf  this  last 
effort. 

•  It  may  be  here  proper  to  remark,  that  the  Solebay  was  left  in  charge 
of  the  master,  her  lieutenants  having  commands  in  the  flotilla,  which 
consisted  of  seven  vessels,  mounting  IQ  carronades,  from  12  to  18- 
pounders,  3  field-pieces,  and  1  howitzer;  and  nineteen  boats  of  various 
sizes,  with  necessary  appurtenances  for  all.  This  force  was  conducted  In 
person  by  Commodore  Columbino,  who  passed  the  bar  in  an  American- 
built  schooner,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Woodriff.  The  other  commis- 
sioned officers  employed  in  this  service  were  Captain  Tetlcy,  Lieutenant 
Robert  Bones,  of  the  Tigress,  Lieutenant  John  Filmore,  of  the  Solebay, 
and  Lieutenant  Reeves,  R.  M.  Tha  frigate  was  unfortunately  wrecked, 
but  all  her  men  and  part  of  the  stores  were  saved.  , .    , 
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confidence  of  Oommodore  Colurahine,  whose  exertions  and  ability  con- 
tributed 80  cfTectually  to  our  euccess*.    I  beg  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
indefati.i(able  and  zealous  exertions  of  Captain  Tetley,  Lieutenant  Bones, 
and  the  other  officers  of  the  royal  navy  and  marines     •     •     •    •     ».» 
(Signed)         "  Chas.  W.  Maxwell,  Major,  Royal  African  Corps" 

The  ordnance  found  mounted  in  the  garrison  of  Senegal 
consisted  of  2S  long  24-pounder8,  4  brass  mortars  and 
howitzers,  2  field-pieces,  and  14  guns  of  small  calibre.  The 
only  loss  sustained  by  the  English  on  this  service,  was  that 
of  Captain  Frederick  Parker,  of  the  Derwent,  Mr.  Francis 
Atterbury  Sealy,  midshipman  of  that  sloop,  and  6  seamen, 
drowned  in  attempting  to  cross  the  bar ;  1  military  officer, 
who  died  in  consequence  of  the  intense  heat,  when  charging 
the  enemy,  in  the  affair  of  the  llth;  and  1  soldier  wounded. 

We  next  find  Captain  Tetley  commanding  the  Guadaloupc 
brig,  mounting  fourteen  24-pounder  carronades,  and  2  long 
sixes,  with  a  complement  of  102  officers,  men,  and  boys, 
on  the  Mediterranean  station. 

On  the  27th  June,  1811,  being  then  off  Cape  de  Creux, 
Captain  Tetley  discovered  and  chased  two  strange  sail  to  lee- 
ward, which  afterward  proved  to  be  the  French  national 
brig  Tactique,  of  16  carronades,  the  same  calibre  as  her  own, 
and  2  long  8-pounders,  with  at  least  150  men  and  boys; 
and  the  xebec  Gu^pe,  of  2  long  1 8-pounders,  6  light  carron- 
ades, and  about  70  men  and  boys. 

At  40^  p.  M.  the  British  brig  received  the  Tactique's  star- 
board broadside  j  then  passing  under  the  latter's  stern,  re- 
turned it  with  interest,  and  immediately  afterwards  lay  her 
opponent  close  alongside  to  leeward.  A  spirited  action  now 
ensued,  in  which  the  xebec  took  a  safe,  but  at  the  same  time 
very  effective  part,  by  raking  the  Guadaloupe  astern.  At 
1-30,  the  French  brig  made  an  attempt  to  board  the  British, 
but  was  rcpvdsed  with  considerable  slaughter.  The  Tactique 
then  passed  the  stern  of  the  Guadaloupe  ;  on  which  the  latter 
bore  up  to  close,  and  renew  the  action.     About  this  time 

•  Commodore  Columbine  left  Sierra  Leone,  on  his  return  to  E^^lanl1, 
in  a  state  of  great  debility,  brou^jlit  on  by  the  deleterious  influi-nce  of  that 
climate  on  European  runslitulinns,  and  died  of  dysentery,  ou  hoard  the 
('rucodile  frigate,  to  the  westward  of  the  Azoieij,  June  18,  mil. 
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two  land  batteries,  one  of  four,  the  other  of  nine  heavy  guns, 
opened  a  distant  fire  upon  her.  Shortly  afterwards  the  com- 
batants again  came  to  close  battle,  and  continued  engaging 
until  2-15,  when  the  Tactique,  having  had  quite  enough  of 
fighting,  bore  up,  made  sail,  and  escaped  under  the  batteries, 
whither  the  Gufipe  had  just  before  fled  for  shelter.  The  Guada- 
loupe,  from  which  vessel  the  town  of  Port  Vcndres  at  this  time 
was  distant  not  more  than  two  miles,  gave  the  French  brig  a 
parting  broadside,  then  hauled  to  the  wind,  and  stood  off 
shore  j  her  loss  consisted  of  1  man  killed,  her  first  lieutenant 
(White)  and  9  men  severely,  and  2  or  3  others  slightly 
wounded  ;  the  Tactique  is  said  to  have  had  1 1  slain,  and  48 
wounded. 

Shortly  after  this  gallant  action.  Captain  Tetley  was  ap- 
pointed, pro  tempore  J  to  the  Perlen,  a  Danish-built  frigate, 
in  which  he  captured  the  French  schooner  privateer  Syrene, 
of  6  guns,  pierced  for  12,  with  a  complement  of  61  men, 
near  Majorca,  Oct.  24th,  1811.  An  affair  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  off  Toulon,  on  the  22d  of  the  following  month, 
is  thus  described  by  Mr.  James,  in  his  Nav.  Hist.  Vol.  V. 
p.  481,  et  seq, 

"  On  the  20th  Nov.  when  the  only  British  force  off  Toulon  were  the 
two  38  gun  frigates,  Volontaire,  Captain  the  Hon.  G.  G.  Waltlegrave, 
and  Perlen,  Captain  J.  S.  Tetley,  and  these  had  been  blown  to  some  dis- 
tance from  the  coast,  u  French  Meet  of  fourteen  ships  of  the  line  and  seve- 
ral frigates  sailed  upon  a  cruise  between  the  capes  of  Sicie  and  Sepet ; 
intending  to  extend  it  a  little  beyond  them,  if  wind  and  weather  should 
permit,  and  if  Sir  Edward  PcUcw  should  approach  no  nearer  than  his 
present  cruising  ground,  off  Cape  St.  Sebastian.  The  French  admiral  re- 
mained out  all  that  night,  and  all  the  following  day  and  night,  without 
being  crossed  by  a  hostile  sail. 

"  At  daylight  on  the  22d,  however,  as  the  Volontaire  and  Perlen  were 
lying  to,  at  the  distance  of  two  or  three  leagues  VV.  S.  W.  from  Cape 
Sicie,  the  French  advanced  division,  consisting  of  three  line-of-battle  ships 
and  two  frigates,  made  its  appearance  in  the  S.  E.  Both  parties  were 
soon  under  a  crowd  of  sail.  At  .9  a.  m.  Captain  Tetley  exchanged  several 
shot  with  a  French  frigate  upon  his  Ice-quarter ;  and,  owing  to  the  Perlen 
being  able,  from  the  peculiar  construction  of  her  after-body,  to  bring  6  guns, 
three  on  each  deck,  to  bear  upon  what  is  usually  termed  the  point  of  im- 
punity, he  80  cut  up  the  French  frigate  forward,  that,  at  10  a.  m.  the 
latter  bore  away  out  of  gun-shot.  The  Trident  74,  and  Amdlie  frigate, 
in  tb«  mean  time,  had  cichBnge<l  a  few  distant  shut  with  the  Volontaire. 
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The  French  74  and  frigate  then  stood  for  the  Perlen,  at  whom  thejr  began 
firing  at  11  A.M.  and  upon  whom  they  gained  gradually  in  the  chase. 
*  *  *.  At  ]  p.  M.  finding  that  the  two  ships  were  advancing  rapidly 
upon  her,  the  Perlen  cut  away  the  sheet,  spare,  stream,  and  kedge 
anchors.  At  2-30,  the  Trident  was  on  her  lee,  and  the  Anidlie  on  her 
weather-quarter ;  both  still  keeping  up  a  heavy  fire,  and  the  Perlen  return- 
ing it.  In  another  quarter  of  an  hour,  provoked  at  being  fired  at  so 
effectually,  in  a  position  from  which  she  herself  could  bring  no  guns  to 
bear,  the  Trident  yawed  and  discharged  her  broadside.  This  of  course 
occasioned  her  to  drop  astern ;  and,  accompanied  by  the  Anidlic,  she  stood 
for  the  Volontaire.  In  a  little  while,  however,  the  two  French  ships, 
finding  that  the  state  of  their  riggiog  gave  them  no  hope  of  success  in  the 
chase,  altered  their  course,  and  bore  away  for  Toulon. 

"  The  Perlen  had  her  standing  and  running  rigging  and  sails  very  much 
cut,  and  received  two  shots  so  low  down  as  to  cause  her  to  make  9  inches 
of  water  per  hour ;  but,  fortunately,  she  had  none  of  her  crew  hurt.  The 
Volontaire  was  not  struck ;  although,  at  one  time,  two  2.decker3,  one 
with  a  rear-admiral's  flag,  fired  several  broadsides  at  her." 

Captain  Tetley's  post  commission  was  confirmed  by  the 
Admiralty,  Jan.  7th,  1812.  He  died  suddenly,  leaving  a 
widow  and  large  family,  Nov.  29th,  1828. 


GEORGE  ACKLOM,  Esq. 

Knight  of  the  Imperial  Russian  Orders  of  St.  Anne  and  St.  ff^ladimef ; 
and  a  Magistrate  for  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

This  officer  entered  the  navy,  as  a  midshipman  on  board 
the  Bedford  74,  Captain  Robert  Man,  in  1788 ;  and  subse- 
quently served  under  Captain  G.  W.  A.  Courtenay,  in  the 
Pearl  frigate,  on  the  Mediterranean  station.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  French  revolutionary  war,  he  was  again 
received  on  board  the  Bedford ;  and  from  that  ship  pro- 
moted into  the  Captain,  another  third  rate,  in  Oct.  1794. 
We  should  here  observe  that  he  was  employed  on  shore  at 
Toulon  during  the  occupation  of  that  place  by  the  allied 
forces  under  Admiral  Lord  Hopd,  and  that  he  was  conse- 
quently engaged  in  a  variety  of  harassing  services  previous 
to  his  receiving  a  commission. 

In  1795,  we  find  Mr.  Acklom  serving  as  flag-lieutenant  to 
Vice- Admiral  Hotham  \  and  subsequently  under  Lord  Hugh 
Seymour,  in  the  Sans  Pareil  80,  on   the  Jamaica  station. 
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His  next  appointment  was  (1803)  to  be  first  of  the  Neptune 
98,  in  which  ship  he  assisted  at  the  defeat  of  the  combined 
fleets,  off  Cape  Trafalgar,  Oct.  21,  1805.  In  consequence  of 
that  glorious  event,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  com- 
mander, Dec.  24  following. 

Towards  the  close  of  1807,  Captain  Acklom  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Ranger  sloop,  in  which  vessel  he  appears  to 
have  been  very  actively  employed  on  the  Baltic  station,  for 
nearly  six  years.  Among  the  enemies'  vessels  captured  and 
destroyed  by  him  during  that  period  were  three  French  and 
the  same  number  of  Danish  privateers.  His  handsome  con- 
duct, in  volunteering  to  work  the  Ranger  through  the  ice, 
from  Gottenburgh  to  Anholt,  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  a 
shipwrecked  crew,  will  be  noticed  in  our  memoir  of  Captain 
Henry  James  Lyford. 

The  next  service  of  importance  performed  by  Captain 
Acklom,  was  that  of  oafely  conducting  a  large  Heet  of  mer- 
chantmen through  the  Malmo  Channel ;  for  which,  and  for 
his  zealous  exertions  on  every  previous  occasion,  he  was  very 
deservedly  promoted  to  post  rank,  Jan.  8,  1812. 

In  the  ensuing  summer.  Captain  Acklom,  who  still  re- 
tained the  command  of  the  Ranger,  opened  a  communication 
with  General  Von  Essen,  governor  of  Riga,  and  was  ordered 
to  assist  at  the  defence  of  that  place,  then  threatened  with  a 
siege  by  the  French  and  Prussian  armies  under  Marshals 
Macdonald  and  Yorck*.  During  the  winter  of  the  same 
year,  he  commanded  a  nmall  squadron  left  in  the  Baltic  to 
co-operjite  with  the  Russian  troops  intended  for  the  reduction 
of  Dantzic.  In  consideration  of  his  able  services  on  that 
occasion,  the  Emperor  Alexander  was  pleased  to  confer  upon 
him  the  orders  of  St.  Anne  and  St.  Wladimcr;  the  former  of 
the  second,  and  the  latter  of  the  third  class.  He  gave  up  the 
Ranger  on  account  of  ill  health,  in  Dec.  1813  3  since  which 
he  has  not  been  employed. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 


<:'  ' 


Ijce  Cuptuiii  Ilrw  SriitART. 


iir| 

cJ 

le^ 
til 


\.y 


POST- CAPTAINS    OP    1812. 


13 


J  Neptune 
combined 
quence  of 
;  of  corn- 
was   ap- 
ppears  to 
ation,  for 
ured  and 
ench  and 
)me  con- 
the  ice, 
scuing  a 
Captain 

Captain 

of  uier- 

and  for 

van  very 

jtill  re- 
iiication 
ordered 
^vitli  a 
arshals 

same 
idtic  to 
luction 
n  that 

upon 
mer  of 
up  the 
which 


BARRINGTON  REYNOLDS,  Esq. 

Son  of  the  late  Rear-Admiral  Robert  Carthew  RcynobK^, 
who  unfortunately  perished  in  the  St.  George  98,  on  his 
return  from  the  Baltic,  Dec.  24,  1811  *. 

This  ofiicer  was  made  a  Lieutenant  in  Sept.  1801 ;  and  we 
first  find  him  serving  as  such  on  board  the  Niobe  frigate. 
Captain,  now  Lieutenant-Governor,  Loring,  at  the  capture  of 
le  Nearque  French  corvette.  Mar.  28,  ISOGf.  His  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  commander  took  place  on  the  East  India 

*  On  tlie  1st  Nov.  1811,  the  St.  George,  l)eanii}?  the  flag  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Reynolds,  accotnpunieil  by  several  other  men  of  war  and  the 
homeward  hound  trade,  sailed  from  Hano  Sound  for  Eiiirjand,  but  was 
obliged  by  heavy  gales  to  put  back  three  times,  and  could  not  finally  leave 
that  anchorage  till  the  9th  of  the  same  month.  On  the  15th,  when  in  the 
Belt,  the  convoy  experienced  another  violent  storm,  in  which  about  thirty 
merchant  vessels  perished,  and  the  St.  George  drove  on  shore,  but  eventu. 
ally  got  oflf  with  the  loss  of  all  her  masts  and  rudder.  The  convoy  then 
proceeded  to  Wingo  Sound,  where  the  St.  George  was  fitted  with  jury- 
masts  and  a  temporary  rudder,  after  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  officers, 
she  was  (juite  capable  of  prosecuting  her  voyage. 

On  the  17th  Dec,  the  fleet,  consisting  of  eight  sail  of  the  line,  several 
frigates  and  smaller  vessels,  and  about  100  merchantmen,  sailed  from 
Wingo  Sound ;  the  St.  George  closely  attended  by  two  74'3,  the  Cressy 
and  Defence.  Scarcely  had  they  cleared  the  Cattegat,  when  a  tremendous 
gale  came  on,  which  blew  successively  from  the  W.  N.  VV.  the  W.  and  the 
S.,  and  then  shifted,  with  greater  violence  than  ever,  to  the  N.  W.  On  the 
24th,  after  combating  with  the  gale  for  five  days,  the  St.  George  and 
Defence  were  wrecked  on  the  western  coast  of  Jutland,  in  the  district  of 
Ringkoohing;  and  the  whole  of  their  united  crews,  except  12  men  of  the 
one,  and  6  of  the  other,  perished.  The  Cressy  saved  herself  by  wearing 
and  standing  to  the  southward ;  but  Captain  David  Atkins,  of  the  De- 
fence, could  not  be  persuaded  to  quit  the  Rear-Admiral  without  orders, 
and  therefore  shared  his  melancholy  fate. 

On  the  next  day,  the  Hero  74,  Captain  James  Newman  Newman,  met  a 
shnilar  fate  on  the  Haak  sand,  near  the  Texel,  with  the  loss  of  all  her 
crew,  except  12  men ;  making  a  total  of  nearly  2000  officers  and  men 
thus  entombed  in  a  watery  grave.  The  Grasshopper  brig,  of  18  guns. 
Captain  Henry  Fanshawe,  was  in  company  with  the  Hero,  and  struck  also, 
but  drove  over  the  bank  close  in  with  Texel  island,  where,  having  no 
other  alternative,  she  surrendered  to  the  Dutch  Admiral, 
t  See  Vol.  n.  Part  n.  p.  547. 
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station,  Oct.  3,  1810.  By  reference  to  pp.  354—966  of  Vol.  i 
II.  Part  I.  it  will  be  seen  that  he  highly  distinguished  him-  , 
self  at  the  reduction  of  Java,  in  1811.  He  subsequently  i 
commanded  the  Bucephalus  frigate.  Post  commission  dated  ! 
Jan.  22,  1812. 

Agent. — J.  Hinxraan,  Esq. 


GEORGE  MORRIS,  Esq. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  French  revolutionary  war,  this 
officer  commanded  the  Lady  Charlotte  hired  armed  brig,  in 
which  vessel  he  captured  I'Espoir  and  le  Petit  Pirate,  small 
privateers,  between  the  Start  Point  and  Portland :  he  also 
retook  several  British  merchantmen.  His  commission  as  a 
Commander  bears  date  April  29,  1802. 

In  Sept.  1803,  Captain  Morris  was  appointed  to  the  Pen- 
guin, of  18  guns.    On  the  17th  Mar.  1804,  being  off  the  bar 
of  Senegal,  he  chased  and  drove  upon  it  the  French  privateer 
schooner  la  Renomm(!e,  a  vessel  of  large  dimensions,  mount- 
ing   12  long   6-pounders    and   2    nines,    with    a    comple- 
ment of  87  men.    The  surf  running  high  at  the  time,  and 
continuing  to  do  so,  he  had  no  opportunity  of  destroying  her 
till  the  24th.     At  this  time  she  had  shifted  her  position,  from  \ 
the  eflForts  apparently  of  two  other  armed  schooners,  which, , 
since  the  preceding  evening,  had  dropped  down  to  the  mouth  ■ 
of  the  river,  and  were  now  within  400  yards  of  her.    Stand- 1 
ing  as  close  in  as  the  shoalness  of  the  water  would  admit, ' 
the  Penguin  opened  a  fire  upon  the  three  vessels ;  but,  al- ' 
though  shot  were  exchanged  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  the  brig : 
could  not  get  near  enough  to  force  the  other  two  schooners  \ 
to  retire  up  the  river:   Captain  Morris,  therefore,  yielding 
to  the  entreaties  of  his  first  Lieutenant  (Mr.  Williams),  des- 
patched him  in  the  jolly-boat,  with  permission  to  attempt  the 
destruction  of  her  aground ;  a  service  which  waa  executed  in 
the  ablest  manner,  and  without  any  loss  on  the  part  of  the 
British. 

In  1806,  wo  find  Captain  Morris  commanding  the  Elk 
brig,  on  the  Jamaica  station,  where  he  captured  and  de- 
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iStroyed  several  French  and  Spanish  privateers.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year,  he  was  successively  removed  to  the  Elephant 
74,  and  le  Renard  sloop  of  war.  On  the  5th  Dec.  1808,  be- 
ing then  in  the  Magnet  brig,  off  Bornholni,  he  intercepted  the 
Paulina  Danish  privateer,  of  10  guns  atid  42  men. 

The  Magnet  being  destroyed  by  the  ice,  near  Malmo,  Jan. 
1 1 ,  1809,  Captain  Morris  returned  to  England  with  despatches 
from  Sir  R.  G.  Keats ;  and  was  shortly  afterwards  appointed 
to  a  command  in  the  Lynn  district  of  Sea  Fencibles ;  from 
which  period  we  lose  sight  of  him  until  his  promotion  to 
post  rank,  Feb.  1,  1812.  tie  at  present  enjoys  a  pension  of 
300/.  per  annum  for  wounoa,  hut  when  or  where  he  received 
them,  we  are  not  able  to  state. 

Agent. — J.  Dufaur,  Esq. 


JAMES  GREEN,  Esq. 

This  officer  was  made  a  Lieutenant,  Oct.  7,  1799;  and  he 
is  one  ot  those  who  received  the  Turkish  gold  medal,  at  the 
close  of  the  Egyptian  campaign.  We  next  find  him  serving 
as  first  of  the  Defence  74,  Captain  George  Hope,  at  the  me- 
morable battle  of  Trafalgar  ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  ob- 
tained the  rank  of  Commander,  Dec.  24,  1805.  He  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Sarpedon  brig,  of  10  guns,  about  May,  1809 ; 
and  to  the  Daphne  22,  Mar.  16, 1813.  His  post  commission 
bears  date,  Feb.  1,  1812. 


JAMES  ANDERSON,  Esq. 

Is  descended  from  the  ancient  and  respectable  family  of 
Airderbreck,  in  Scotland.  He  was  born  in  April,  1705 ;  and 
educated  for  the  clerical  profe^ion ;  but  as  that  did  not  ac- 
cord with  the  activity  of  his  mind,  he  chose  the  navy  in  pre- 
ference to  the  church  j  and  accordingly  embarked  as  a  mid- 
shipman on  board  the  Royal  George  of  100  guns,  bearing 
the  flag  of  Sir  John  Lockhart  Ross,  in  1780.  He  also  served 
in  the  same  ship,  under  Rear- Admiral  Kempenfelt,  during 
the  cruise  in  which  la  Pegase  74*,  I'Actionnaire  G4,  {nnmlr 

*  Sec  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  p.  16.  "    ^^^' 
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en /lute),  and  eleven  or  twelve  French  transports,  laden  with 
provisions,  military  stores,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and  hav- 
ing on  board  several  hundred  troops,  were  captured  by  u 
British  squadron  under  Vice- Admiral  Harrington.  We  after- 
wards find  him  in  the  Edgar  74,  Commodore  Hotham,  at  the 
relief  of  Gibraltar  by  Lord  Howe;  and  he  appears  to  have 
been  struck  on  the  breast  by  a  splinter  from  that  ship's  main- 
mast, in  the  subsequent  skirmish  with  the  enemies'  com- 
bined fleets,  off  Cape  Spartel,  Oct.  20,  1782  *. 

After  the  termination  of  the  American  war,  Mr.  Anderson 
served  for  three  years  on  board  the  Barracouta  cutter,  em- 
ployed in  the  suppression  of  smuggling.  He  subsequently 
proceeded  to  the  West  Indies,  where  he  commanded  a  small 
armed  vessel  during  the  remainder  of  the  peace. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolutionary  war, 
Mr.  Anderson  was  honored  with  the  notice  of  Sir  John  La- 
forey,  whose  flag-ship,  the  Trusty  50,  he  piloted  into  the 
proper  anchorage  at  the  capture  of  Tobago,  April  15,  1793. 
On  the  return  of  that  officer  to  the  West  Indies,  Mr.  Ander- 
son was  induced  to  relinquish  his  colonial  command,  and 
again  enter  the  navy  as  a  midshipman.  His  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant  took  place  subsequent  to  the  reduction  of 
St.  Lucia,  during  the  siege  of  which  island  he  conducted 
himself  extremely  well  in  the  command  of  an  express-boat, 
under  the  orders  of  Sir  Hugh  C.  Christian. 

After  eleven  years'  service  in  the  West  Indies,  Lieutenant 
Anderson  returned  to  England  with  his  health  considerably 
impaired,  and  but  little  hopes  of  recovery.  When  conva- 
lescent, he  was  appointed  to  the  signal-station  at  North  Yar- 
mouth, where  he  obtained  the  approbation  of  Lord  Duncan, 
and  other  flag-officers  employed  on  the  North  Sea  station. 

At  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  1803,  Lieutenant  Anderson 
joined  the  Atlas  74.  From  that  ship  he  exchanged  into  the 
Africmne  38,  the  charge  of  which  frigate,  and  of  a  large 
homeward  bound  West  India  fleet,  devolved  upon  him  in 
consequence  of  the  illness  of  her  captain,  who  was  attacked 
by  a  most  malignant  fever,  which  carried  off  nearly  one-third 

Vol.  I.  Part  I.  p.  17 1  ftud  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  note  f  at  p.  42. 


Js 


.K 


#.,. 


i\-i«.,, 


H 


f^  , 


% 


\ 


^^ 


Ji 


■V 


'"'^i.* 


t 
J. 

1- 


'":  V'i 


,.  * 


)n 


1^ 


it'- 


POST-CAPTAINS  OF  1812.  17 

of  her  officers  and  crew*.    His  commission  as  a  Command- 
er bears  date  Jan.  22,  1806. 

In  I8O7,  and  the  two  following  years,  Captain  Anderson 
was  very  actively  employed  as  an  agent  for  transports ;  in 
which  capacity  he  conducted  various  bodies  of  troops  to  the 
island  of  Zealand,  Gottenburgh,  Portugal,  and  Walcheren  : 
he  also  took  8000  of  General  Junot's  troops  from  Lisbon  to 
France,  agreeably  to  the  convention  of  Cintra ;  and  assisted 
in  bringing  home  from  Corunna  the  wreck  of  Sir  John 
Moore's  army.  The  activity  and  zeal  with  which  these  ser- 
vices were  performed  called  forth  the  particular  approbation 
of  H,  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York,  Viscount  Castlereagh,  and 
the  Board  of  Ordnance,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  do- 
cuments : — 

"Horse  Guards,  Mat/  9,  1808. 

"  Gentlemen, — I  have  the  conamander-in-chiePs  commands  to  acquaint 
you  that  the  conduct  of  Captain  Anderson,  agent  for  transports,  has  been 
reported  so  favorably  during  the  embarkations  at  Harwich,  that  his  Royal 
Highness  thinks  it  due  to  that  oiBcer  that  the  same  should  be  made  known 
to  you. 

(Signed)  "  R.  Brownrigo,  Quarter-Master-General." 

**  To  the  Commissioners /or  the  Transport  Service." 

"  Transport  Office,  Feb.  6,  1809. 

"  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Board  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  Riglit  Hon.  Lord  Castlereagh,  signifying  his  lordship's  sa- 
tisfaction and  approbation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  service  of  the  re* 
embarkation  of  the  army  at  Corunna  was  conducted  by  Commissioner 
Bowen,  jand  the  several  agents  and  others  employed  under  his  direction  ; 
and  I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  communicate  the  same  to  the  several 
agents  who  were  under  your  charge. 

(Signed)  "Alexander  M'Leary." 

"  To  Captain  Anderson."* 

"  Office  0/ Ordnance,  March  \,  1809. 

"  Sir, — ^The  ordnance  department  having  experienced  very  great  atten- 
tion and  accommodation  from  the  active  exertions  of  Captain  Anderson, 
R.  N.,  in  his  situation  of  agent  for  transports  at  Corunna,  and  also  from  the 
essential  service  derived  from  his  exertions  during  the  re-embarkation  of 
the  heavy  ordnance  and  stores  on  the  expedition  to  Copenhagen ;  I  have 
the  Board's  command  to  request  you  will  represent  Captain  Anderson's 
attention  and  good  conduct,  during  his  employment  on  those  services,  to 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  which  the  Board  hope  may 


•  See  Vol.  n.  Part  L  p.  210. 


SUPPL,  PART  III. 


18 


POST- CAPTAINS  OF  1612. 


f 


induce  their  lordships  to  consider  liim  in  a  favorable  point  of  view  wlicit 
an  opportunity  offers. 

(Signed)  "  R.  H.  Crevc." 

"  To  the  Hon.  IF.  tV.  Pole,  /Idmirulty." 

Captain  Anderson's  next  appointment  was  to  the  Rinaldo 
brig,  mounting  8  eighteen-pounder  carronades  and  2  long 
sixes,  with  a  complement  of  65  officers,  men,  and  boys.  On 
the  7lh  Dec.  1809,  he  captured,  after  some  little  resistance, 
le  Maraudeur  French  privateer,  of  14  guns  and  06  men,  6  of 
Avhom  were  wounded.  In  Dec.  1810,  he  fought  a  very  gal- 
lant action  with  four  other  vessels  of  the  same  description, 
near  the  Owers  light-vessel ;  and  succeeded  in  sinking  la 
Vieux  Josephine  of  16  guns  and  80  men,  only  3  of  whom  were 
saved  :  on  this  occasion,  the  top-sails  and  boom  main-sail  of 
the  Rinaldo  were  complettly  riddled ;  but,  although  nu- 
merous musket-balls  lodged  among  the  hammocks,  not  a 
man  was  hurt. 

In  the  ensuing  spring.  Captain  Anderson  was  employed  as 
senior  officer  between  Calais  and  Boulogne,  M'here  he  had 
several  skirmishes  with  the  enemy's  flotilla,  several  of  which 
were  driven  on  shore  by  the  Rinaldo  and  her  consorts.  The 
share  borne  by  him  in  a  gallant  affair  off  the  latter  place, 
Sep.  21,  1811,  has  been  officially  described  at  p.  74,  et  seq. 
of  Supplement,  Part  I.  He  subsequently  destroyed  a  priva- 
teer, near  Etaples,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  batteries, 
which  did  considerable  damage  to  his  sails  and  rigging.  On 
the  1st  Feb.  1812,  the  day  on  which  he  was  advanced  to 
post  rank,  his  boats,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Miller, 
effected  the  destruction  of  a  gun-brig,  lying  aground  near 
Calais.  A  few  days  previous  thereto,  he  received  a  letter 
from  his  admiral,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"Sir, — 1  have  perused  with  much  pleasure  the  contents  of  the  several 
letters  you  gave  me  yesterday,  and  I  congratulate  you  on  having  obtained 
the  approbation  of  such  distinguisiied  officers  for  your  conduct  on  so  many 
important  services :  I  am  liappy  to  add  mine  in  testimony  of  your  merits 
siuce  you  have  been  under  ray  command. 

(Signed)  "Thomas  Foley." 

On  the  10th  Aug.,  18)4,  Capta:in  Anderson  was  appointed 
to  the  Zealous,  74 ;  and  early  in  the  following  month  he 
sailed  from  Spithead,  with  orders  to  lay  his  ship  up  for  the 
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Winter  at  Quebec  j  to  forward  all  her  guns,  masts,  yards, 
sails,,  rigging,  and  stores  to  the  lakes ;  and  to  place  nearly 
tlie  whole  of  her  officers  and  crew  at  the  disposal  of  Sir  James 
Yeo,  the  senior  naval  officer  in  Canada.  Fhiding  it  impos- 
sible to  carry  the  first  part  of  these  orders  into  execution,  he 
returned  to  Portsmouth  in  Dec.  und  there  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing letter  Ic  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty,  explanatory 
of  his  conduct  and  nintives : 

*«  Sjr, — Their  lordships  would  l)e  informed  by  my  letter  of  tlie  30th  Oct. 
of  the  impracticability  of  the  Zealous  \vinteri»f»  at  Quebec,  and  that  I 
wished  for  the  benefit  of  Captain  Hancock's  advice  for  my  future  proceed- 
ings. He  arrived  at  the  Brandy  Potts  on  the  9th  Nov.  and  I  had  not  been 
many  minutes  on  board  the  Liffey  when  I  received  &  letter  from  Sir  George 
Prevost,  requesting  that  I  would  take  transports  with  the  27th  regiment 
under  convoy  to  Halifax,  whither  he  understood,  as  he  said,  the  Zealous 
was  to  sail  on  the  loth.  Although  I  had  never  expressed  any  design  of 
going  to  Halifax  at  that  late  season  of  the  year  without  a  pilot,  who  could 
not  be  procured,  I  did  uot  hesitate,  having  the  sanction  of  Captain  Han- 
cock's approbation,  to  undertake  seeing  them  in  there,  provided  they 
arrived  at  the  Brandy  Potts  so  as  to  enable  me  to  sail  at  the  appointed 
day ;  which  they  could  not  fail  to  do  with  only  common  diligence,  as  the 
troops  were  embarked  at  Montreal  on  the  6th,  and  were  to  be  at  Quebec 
on  the  9th.  At  the  same  time  I  acquainted  Sir  George,  through  the 
quarter-maiter-general's  department  at  Quebec,  that  the  sliip  would  be 
ready  by  the  12th,  and  might  have  been  so  much  sooner,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  unaccountable  delays  in  getting  supplies  from  Quebec ;  but  that 
notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the  season,  I  would  wait  till  the  15th.  In 
the  mean  time  I  forwarded  from  this  ship,  by  different  vessels,  the 
ordnance  stores  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  list,  to  Sir  James  Yeo,  and 
completed  my  water.  Seeing  no  appearance  of  the  transports  with  the 
27  th  regiment,  although  the  wind  had  been  fair  from  the  day  of  embarka- 
tion, I  sent  a  telegraphic  despatch  on  the  13th,  stating  that  the  ship  was 
ready  for  sea,  and  waited  only  for  the  transports  to  sail.  On  the  evening 
of  the  14th  a  very  strong  N.  VV.  wind  set  in,  which,  continuing  during  the 
night  with  great  violence,  gave  me  much  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  the 
6hip,  the  winter  liaving  already  set  in  with  greater  severity  and  much 
sooner  than  had  been  known  for  twenty  years  before.  The  pilot  ex- 
pressing his  oneasiness  if  the  ship  continued  longer,  and  the  wind  becom- 
ing more  moderate  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  I  sailed  at  noon,  with  the 
wind  at  N.  N.VV.  and  got  clear  of  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  on  the2l8t, 
after  experiencing  a  very  heavy  gale  from  the  N.  E.  with  thick  hazy  wea- 
ther, rain,  sleet,  and  snow. 

"  Left  thus  to  the  exercise  of  my  own  discretion,  I  conceived  it  my  duty, 
ai  there  was  a  commaQder-in-chief  on  the  station,  to  repair  to  Bermuda, 
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and  join  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane ;  but  having  made  little  progress.  In 
consequence  of  experiencing  hard  gales  of  wind,  in  which  I  split  two  main- 
top-sails (one  not  repairable) ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  wind 
coming  to  S.  S.  W.  and  increasing  to  a  perfect  storm  ;  having  only  a  fore- 
topsail  bent  for  a  main  one ;  the  other  sails  much  worn ;  no  spare  top- 
mast on  board  in  case  of  accident ;  an  old  fore-top-mast,  sprung  in  two 
places,  for  a  main  one ;  no  rope  to  reeve  for  lifts,  braces,  &c.  and  those 
now  in  use  several  times  spliced  and  unfit  to  be  trusted,  from  the  almost 
constant  gales  the  ship  had  been  in  ever  since  she  left  England;  and 
the  carpenter  reporting  that  the  ship  was  very  weak  and  complained 
much  forward,  making  at  the  rate  of  from  8  to  12  feet  water  in  the  24 
hours ;  I  called  the  officers  together  to  consult  on  the  propriety  of  con- 
tending longer  against  contrary  gales  of  wind  in  the  state  the  ship  was  in, 
and  their  unanimous  opinion  was,  that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  contend  far- 
ther, and  that  it  would  be  most  proper  to  bear  up  for  a  port  in  England, 
while  there  was  yet  a  prospect  of  doing  it  with  any  probability  of  success  : 
I  accordingly  bore  up  under  a  reefed  fore-sail  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  with 
a  high  sea,  which  continued,  with  more  or  less  violence,  ever  since ;  and 
having  brought  the  ship  nearly  800  leagues  in  a  constant  gale,  I  have  the 
honor  of  acquainting  you,  for  their  lordships'  information,  with  her  arrival 
iti  this  port  almost  a  complete  wreck. 

(Signed)  "  James  Anderson." 

"  To  J.  fF.  Crofter,  Esq." 

In  Jan.  1815,  Captain  Anderson  was  tried  by  a  court.mar- 
tial,  for  neglect  of  duty,  it.  not  comminiicating  with  Sir 
James  L.  Yeo  ;  for  disobedience  of  orders,  in  not  wintering 
at  Quebec ;  and  for  not  remaining  at  the  Brandy  Potts  till  the 
arrival  of  the  transports  from  Montreal.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  sentence  : 

"  That  it  was  not  practicable  for  the  said  Captain  Anderson  to  have 
proceeded  at  that  advanced  season  of  the  year  from  the  Brandy  Potts,  in 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  to  Quebec,  in  H.  M.  said  ship  Zealous,  without  »n 
unjustitiultle  risk  of  the  safety  of  the  ship;  that  he  communicated  with 
Commodore  Sir  James  L.  Ycu,  both  by  telegraph  and  letter,  as  soon  as 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  so  doing ;  and  that,  from  the  infcirmation  he  ob- 
tained from  the  most  competent  sources,  and  the  repeated  urgent  repre- 
sentations of  the  pilot,  he  was  fully  justified  in  returning  down  the  St. 
Lawrence  at  the  time  he  did  so,  without  longer  waiting  for  the  transport* 
with  the  first  battalion  of  the  27th  regiment ;  and  the  court  doth  therefore 
adjudge  the  said  Captain  Anderson  to  be  acquitted,  and  he  is  hereby  ac- 
quitted acconlingly." 

On  returning  Captain  Anderson  his  sword,  the  president 
complimented  him  in  very  flattering  terms,   as  did  all  the 
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other  members  of  the  court.  The  Zealpus  was  immediately 
afterwards  put  out  of  commission,  she  being  no  longer  fit  for 
service. 

During  the  naval  administrations  of  Lord  Mulgrave  and  the 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Yorke,  Captain  Anderson  presented  the 
Admiralty  with  plans  for  the  preservation  of  the  health  of 
seamen  in  the  West  Indies,  and  for  the  checking  of  smuggling 
in  the  narrow  seas.  He  has  also  written  several  pieces,  prin- 
cipally relating  to  the  navy  ;  but  the  only  production  iii  print 
which  bears  his  name  is  entitled  "  Observations  on  the  Pe- 
culiarities of  the  Tides  between  Fairleigh  and  the  North 
Foreland." — This  latter  paper  is  inserted  in  the  Transactions 
of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  year  1819. 

Captain  Anderson  married,  in  Sept.  1/90,  Jane  Ann  Thorn- 
hill,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Harris,  M.  A.  Rector  of 
St.  Lucy's  parish  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Goode  and  Clarke. 


WILLIAM  SIIEPHEARD,  Esq. 

This  officer  was  born  at  Portsea,  co.  Hants,  1769.  He 
entered  the  navy,  at  the  age  of  12  years,  as  a  midshipman 
on  board  the  Thetis  32,  Captain  Robert  Linzee ;  and  was 
wrecked  in  that  frigate,  at  St.  Lucia,  in  1/81.  He  afterwards 
joined  the  Santa  Monica  36,  Captain  John  Linzee,  which  ship 
was  lost  off  Tortola,  in  1/82.  We  subsequently  find  him 
serving  in  the  Ville  de  Paris  (late  flag-ship  of  the  Count  de 
Grasse),  Magnificent  74,  Dido  2W,  Saturn  74,  and  Hector  of 
similar  force ;  on  the  West  India,  North  American,  and 
Channel  stations. 

Froi.i  the  Hector,  Mr.  Shepheard  was  removed  to  the  Al- 
cide  74,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  Commodore  Robert 
Linzee  ;  under  whom  he  continued  to  serve  after  his  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  which  took  place  during  the 
occupation  of  Toulon,  in  1793.  The  Alcidc  sustained  some 
damage  in  her  hull,  masts,  and  rigging,  and  had  9  men 
wounded,  at  the  unsuccessful  attack  upon  Fornelli,  in  Cor- 
bico,  Sept.  30,  1793.* 

•  Sec  Vol.  II.  part  II.  note  f  at  p.  lay,  it  *r</. 
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During  the  operations  against  St.  Fiorenzo,  Lieutenant 
Shepheard  was  employed  in  tlie  land  batteries,  under  the  or- 
ders of  Captain  Edward  Cooke ;  and  he  appears  to  have  as- 
sisted at  the  storming  of  the  Convention  redoubt,  Feb.  17, 
1794.*  On  the  11th  April  following,  the  boats  of  the  Alcide, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Shepheard,  succeeded  in 
rescuing  the  crew  of  la  Proselyte  24,  which  ship  had  been  set 
in  flames  by  hot  shot  from  the  garrison  of  Bastia :  this  service 
was  performed  in  the  most  exemplary  manner,  under  a  very 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries. 

After  the  reduction  of  Corsica,  Lieutenant  Shepheard  suc- 
cessively followed  his  patron  (then  a  flag-officer)  into  the 
Windsor  Castle  a  second  rate,  Victory  of  100  guns.  Superb 
74,  and  Princess  Royal  98:  the  former  ship  had  d  men  killed 
and  31  wounded,  in  Vice-Admiral  liotham's  action,  oflF  Genoa, 
Mar.  14,  1795t.  She  also  bore  a  part  in  the  skirmish  near 
Frejus,  July  1 3th  following.  On  one  of  those  occasions  Lieu- 
tenant Shepheard  was  struck  in  the  forehead  by  a  piece  of 
langridge,  but  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the  list  of 
wounded. 

Lieutenant  Shepheard's  next  appointment  was,  Jan.  1797, 
to  the  command  of  the  Pigmy  cutter,  in  which  vessel  he  cap- 
tured la  llancune  French  privateer,  and  re-took  two  English 
brigs,  laden  with  bar  iron,  on  the  Channel  station,  Jan.  8, 
1799.  In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  he  was  most  actively 
employed  in  Quiberon  bay,  keeping  up  a  constant  communi- 
cation with  the  French  royalists^  and  supplying  them  with 
arms  and  money.  •  •  .(,-■■ 

The  Pigmy  formed  part  of  the  squadron  under  Lord  Keith 
during  the  blockade  of  Genoa,  in  1800  j  and  after  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  city  X  we  find  her  proceeding  to  the  attack  of 
Cesenatico,  in  company  with  El  Corso  brig,  the  result  of 
which  expedition  has  been  slated  in  our  memoir  of  Captain 
William  Ricketts  §.  She  subsequently  captured  la  Bataglia 
di  Marengo  French  privateer,  and  three  vessels  laden  with 

•  See  Suppl.  Part  II.  p.  4()y,  et  seq.  and  id.  note  •  at  p.  471. ,, 
t  Scp  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  iiotcnt  p.  340.  /'" 

I  St'O  irl.  p.  5.'{.  '  •    '    * 

$  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  p.  690. 
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rope,  salt,  and  oil ;  besides  assisting  at  the  capture  of  five 
merchantmen  with  cargoes  of  plank,  brandy,  leather,  and 
stock-fish ;  and  the  re-capture  of  an  Imperial  vessel  laden  with 
hemp.  On  the  5th  Jan.  1801,  Lieutenant  Shepheard  received 
a  letter  from  the  deputies  of  the  Mercantile  Insurance  Com- 
pany at  Trieste,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation  : — 

"  Most  esteemed  Sir, — Not  forgetting  the  influence  you  have  had  in 
defending  the  Adriatic  Gulph,  from  the  invasion  of  piratical  enemies,  for 
the  service  of  the  powers  in  alliance  with  his  Britannick  Majesty,  we 
oug;ht,  as  deputies  of  this  conunerce,  to  make  you  our  acknowledgments, 
and  ue  therefore  beg  you  will  receive  with  this  letter  a  gold  snuif-box,  in 
remembrance  of  our  gratitude ;  and,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem,  we  sub- 
scribe ourselves,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)        "  John  Doblen  &  Co. — ,J.  Reyes, — SonnEi  Rede. — 
"  Sti'pn.  Rismik. — LuzoHicK  GovANucHi. — J.  Man- 


"  ZEWANY." 


"  This  mark  of  their  approbation, '  says  Lord  Keith,  in  a 
letter  to  Lieutenant  Shepheard,  dated  June  9,  1801,  "  I  can- 
not fail  to  consider  as  a  flattering  testimony  of  your  meritori- 
ous exertions,  and  as  highly  creditable  to  the  service  in  which 
you  are  employed." 

In  the  early  part  of  1801,  Lieutenant  Shepheard  took  two 
French  privateers — I'Adelaide,  of  3  guns  and  51  men;  and 
I'Achille,  of  6  guns  and  44  men.  On  the  8th  June,  in  the 
same  year,  being  then  on  the  coast  of  Syria,  and  in  sight  of 
an  enemy's  squadron  under  Mons.  Gantheaume,  he  captured 
la  Prudente  a^mcd  transport,  from  Toulon  bound  to  Alexan- 
dria, laden  with  ammunition  and  artificers'  tools  ;  and  having 
on  board  upwards  of  100  persons,  including  troops  and 
comedians. 

At  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  in  1803,  Lieutenant  Shep- 
heard was  appointed  to  tiie  command  of  the  Basilibk  gun- 
brig,  in  which  vessel  he  was  repeatedly  engage<l  with  the 
Houlogne  flotilla,  and  the  land  batteries  in  that  neighbour- 
hood. On  the  18th  Dec.  he  captured  the  gun-vessel  No. 
43(),  mounting  one  long  biass  18-pounder  and  a  howitzer, 
with  a  complement  of  35  men.  During  the  winter  of  1803-4, 
he  commanded  a  detachment  consisting  of  three  brigs  and  a 
cutter,  with  which  small  force  he  maintained  the  blockade  of 
the  enemy's   coast,  from  Boulogne  to  Ostcnd,  durhig  the 
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absence  of  the  frigates  and  sloops  composing  the  Dungenesa 
squadron.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  "  the  diligent  and 
judicious  manner  in  which  he  executed  his  duty  on  all  oc- 
casionSj"  obtained  him  the  unqualified  approbation  of  his 
superiors. 

From  the  Basilisk,  Lieutenant  Shepheard  was  removed  to 
the  Earl  St.  Vincent  cutter,  in  which  vessel  he  continued  up- 
wards of  two  years ;  cruising  on  the  coast  of  Scotland,  about 
the  Orkney  and  Shetland  islands,  and  occasionally  in  the 
Baltic.  Finding  himself  passed  over  in  the  grand  promotion 
that  followed  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  he  addressed  a  letter  of 
remonstrance  to  Lord  Barham,  whose  answer  we  shall  here 
transcribe : — 

"  Barham  Court,  \st  March,  1806. 

*'  Sir, — Such  disappointments  as  yours  are  frequently  unavoidable,  and 
particularly  mortifying  where  the  party  has  such  merit  in  service  as  would 
entitle  him  to  promotion. 

"  It  was  on  this  ground  that  I  gave  your  name  in  for  a  Commander's 
commission,  not  on  any  other,  you  were  unknown  to  me. 

"  How  the  mistake  has  happened,  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace,  but 
I  am  confident  it  did  not  rest  with  me ;  and  I  am  equally  sure,  that  when 
your  services  are  known  to  Mr.  Grey,  and  that  my  intention  of  promoting 
you  was  not  owing  to  private  but  to  public  recommendation,  he  will  pay 
due  attention  to  your  claims. 

"  After  the  very  great  promotion  that  took  place  before  I  left  the 
Admiralty,  it  would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  make  any  application  to  my 
successor ;  but  of  this  you  may  be  assured,  that  if  the  power  should  ever 
fall  again  into  my  hands,  I  shall  think  it  my  duty  to  make  your  services  a 
(irst  consideration.    I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  Barham." 

"  To  Lieut.  Shepheard,  8fc.  fyc." 

On  the  15th  Aug.  following,  the  subject  of  this  memoir 
was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Demerara  brig,  on  the 
Leeward  Islands'  station ;  in  which  vessel  he  captured  a 
Spanish  privateer,  and  entirely  suppressed  the  depredations 
of  the  enemy's  row-boats  from  the  Oronoco  river  j  his  ser- 
vices on  the  unhealthy  coast  of  Dutch  Guiana,  were  thus 
officially  acknowledged : — 

"  Cotirt  House,  Stahrack,  Demerara,  April  29,  1808. 

"  Sir,— His  ExtoUency,  the  acting  Lieutenant-Governor,  having  com- 
municated to  the  Honorable  Court  of  Policy  of  these  colonies,  that  you 
bad  left  the  West  Indies  for  Europe,  on  account  of  the  state  of  your  health. 
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I  am  coinmatiiled  by  the  Court  aforesaid,  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by  them  on  the  25th  January  last,  relative  tc  in 
allowance  of  table  monoy  voted  to  the  captain  and  ofliccrs  of  the  armed 
bri^  Demerara,  and  which  was  intended  to  take  effect  on  your  return  to 
this  station  in  the  command  of  that  vessel. 

"  It  is  his  Excellency,  the  actinj;:  LieutenanJ-Governor,  and  the  Court  of 
Policy's  desire,  that  I  shall,  at  the  same  time,  express  to  you  the  strong 
sense  they  entertain  of  your  services  to  these  colonies  while  commanding 
the  Denierara  on  this  station,  by  the  activity  and  readiness  you  uniformly 
and  successfully  displayed  in  a(fordin;j  every  assistance  in  your  power  for 
the  protection  of  the  trade  and  of  the  coasting  craft  of  the  inhabitants, 
a^^aiust  the  enemy's  privateere.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  Pp.  Tinne,  Dep.  Sec.  of  the  Colony." 

"  To  Captain  Shcpheard,  R.  N." 

In  addition  to  the  above  testimonial  of  his  persevering 
exertions,  Captain  Shepheard  received  a  strong  recommend- 
ation from  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  to  Lord  Mulgravc,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty.  He  was  subsequently  appoint- 
ed an  agent  for  transports,  and  in  that  capacity  we  find  him 
arriving  at  Corunna,  in  company  with  12,000  British  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  David  Baird,  Oct.  14,  1808.  After 
their  debarkation,  he  proceeded  to  Lisbon,  and  from  thence 
brought  home  3000  Russian  seamen,  belonging  to  Admira* 
Siniavin's  squadron  *.  He  then  returned  to  the  Spanish 
coast,  and  contributed  in  no  slight  degree  to  the  preservation 
of  the  survivors  of  Sir  John  Moore's  army,  the  whole  of 
whom,  "  in  consequence  of  the  arrangements  made  by  Com- 
missioner Bowen  and  the  other  agents  for  transports,  were 
embarked  with  an  expedition  that  has  seldom  been  equalled." 
Hia  services  on  this  memorable  occasion  were  duly  acknow- 
ledged by  Lieutenant- General  Hope,  in  that  officer's  official 
account  of  tlie  battle  of  Corunna,  dated  on  board  the  Auda- 
cious, Jan.  18,  1809. 

In  May  following,  being  then  at  Lisbon,  Captain  Shepheard 
tendered  his  services  to  defend  the  right  bank  of  the  Tagus ; 
and  he  was  accordingly  appointed  by  Vice-Admiral  Berkeley 
to  command  a  flotilla  of  gun-boats,  manned  by  volunteer  sea- 
men from  the  transports  in  that  river.  He  continued  to  be 
thus  employed  till  Marshal  Victor  broke  up  from  his  canton- 
ments at  Truxillo,  and  retreated  to  Talavcra  de  la  Reyna. 

•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  note  at  p.  432. 
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In  Dec.  1809,  Captain  Shepheard  received  an  appointment 
to  the  Thunder  bomb ;  and  from  April  until  Nov.  1810,  he 
appears  to  have  been  the  senior  commander  of  four  vessels  of 
that  description,  employed  in  the  defence  of  Cadiz :  during  a 
considerable  part  of  that  time  the  Thunder  was  at  anchor  al- 
most within  point-blank  shot  of  the  enemy's  formidable  bat- 
teries. On  the  2d  of  the  latter  month,  when  the  French 
gun-vessels,  proceeding  from  Rota  to  Port  Santa  Maria,  were 
attacked  by  the  British  flotilla  *,  he  habtened  with  his  boats 
to  the  support  of  Captain  Kittoe,  and  conducted  himself  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  obtain  the  most  flattering  approbation 
of  his  gallant  and  discerning  admiral.  We  should  here  re- 
mark, that  Captain  Shepheard  had  the  sole  arrangement  of 
the  different  bombardments  which  took  place,  and  that  he 
rowed  guard  himself  ereiy  fourth  night  during  his  continu- 
ance in  Cadiz  bay. 

On  the  11th  Nov.  1810,  Captain  Shepheard  was  appointed 
to  the  Columbine  brig,  of  18  guns,  attached  to  the  squadron 
under  Sir  Richard  G.  Keats,  by  whom  he  was  subsequently 
ordered  to  act  as  captain  of  the  Alfred  74.  After  commanding 
that  ship  about  three  months,  during  which  she  was  kept 
cruising  between  Capes  Trafalgar  and  Spartel,  he  returned  to 
the  Columbine,  and  served  under  the  orders  of  Rear-Admiral 
Legge,  on  the  Cadiz  station,  untU  the  close  of  1811.  The 
Columbine  formed  part  of  a  detachment  sent  to  make  a  diver- 
sion in  favour  of  the  Spanish  General  Ballasteros,  by  landing 
1000  British  infantry  and  a  detachment  of  artillery  at  Tariffa, 
which  service  was  performed  during  the  prevalence  of  a  strong 
easterly  gale,  Oct.  18,  in  the  latter  year ;  her  commander's 
exertions  on  that  occasion  were  warmly  acknowledged  by  his 
senior  officer,  Captain  Edv*'ard  S.  Dickson. 

Captain  Shepheard  returned  to  England  in  the  Comet  sloop 
of  war;  and  obtained  post  rank  Feb.  1,  1812.  His  next  ap- 
pointment ♦vas  May  14-,  1813,  to  the  Fylla  of  22  guns,  on  the 
Guernsey  station.  In  Jan.  1814,  he  captured,  after  a  slight 
resistance,  rinconnu  French  lugger  privateer,  of  16  guns  and 
109  men;  the  largest  vessel  of  that  class  be^.  :.'ng  to  St. 
Malocs.  On  tliis  occasion,  the  enemy  had  6  men  killed  and 
•  See  Suppl.  Part  II.  p.  324. 
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4  wounded  j  the  Fylla,  her  tirst  Lieutenant  (William  Henry 
Piersoii)  and  one  marine  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  1st  Nov.  1819,  Captain  Shepheard  was  appointed 
to  the  Brazen  26,  in  which  ship  he  served  on  the  St.  Helena 
and  Irish  stations  until  Jan.  1823. 

He  married  in  1796,  Miss  Reed,  of  Portsmouth,  and  by 
that  lady,  who  died  Dec.  16,  1821,  had  issue  one  son  and  a 
daughter  ;  the  former,  a  fine  young  man  who  had  passed  his 
examination,  and  acted  as  a  lieutenant  of  the  Brazen,  was 
drowned  in  the  Confiance,  off  the  coast  of  Ireland,  in  1822: 
liis  daughter  is  married  to  Lieutenant  Frederick  Hire,  R.  N. 

urgent. — J.  Dufaur,  Esq. 


JOHN  TANCOCK,  Esq. 

We  first  find  this  officer  serving  as  a  midshipman  on  board 
the  Crescent  frigate.  Captain  (now  Sir  James)  Saumarez,  at 
the  capture  of  le  Reunion  of  36  guns,  after  a  close  action  of 
2  hours  and  20  minutes,  near  Cherhourgh,  Oct.  20,  1793  *. 
In  1795,  he  followed  his  able  and  gallant  commander  into  the 
Orion  74  ;  and  assisted  at  the  capture  of  three  French  line-of- 
battle  ships,  by  the  fleet  under  Lord  Bridport,  off  TOrient  f. 
He  also  participated  in  the  glorious  victory  off  Cape  St.  Vin- 
cent, Feb.  14,  1797;  on  which  occasion  two  Spanish  first- 
rates,  one  80-gun  ship,  and  one  74,  were  added  to  the  British 
navy  J. 

Soon  after  that  celebrated  event,  Mr.  Tancock  was  strongly 
reconmiended  by  Sir  James  Saumarez  to  the  commander-in- 
chief,  who  immediately  ordered  him  to  act  as  junior  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Orion,  in  which  capacity  he  commanded  her 
launch,  and  gallantly  supported  Sir  Horatio  Nelson  in  his 
attack  upon  the  Cadiz  flotilla,  July  3,  1797  §•  He  likewise 
fought  under  that  immortal  hero,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile, 
on  the  ever  memorable  first  of  August,  1798 1|.  His  com- 
mission as  a  lieutenant  was  confirmed  by  the  admiralty, 
Mar.  9,  1799. 

•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  p.  178.         f  See  id.  pp.  W  uiid  2M. 
;  See  id.  pp.  21—28.  §  See  Suppl.  P;-.t  I.  p.  209,  et  $eq. 
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The  Orion  being  paid  off  about  this  period,  Mr.  Tancock 
was  afterwards  successively  appointed  to  the  Rosario  and 
Iris  ;  the  former  a  fire-vessel  at  Sheerness,  the  latter  ;i  frigate 
employed  on  the  North  Sea  and  Baltic  stations.  In  1800,  he 
commanded  one  of  that  ship's  boats  at  the  capture  of  a  Dutch 
privateer,  of  10  guns  and  30  men,  moored  in  a  creek  on  the 
coast  of  Norway. 

On  the  1st  Jan.  1801,  Sir  James  Saumarez  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral,  and  directed  to  hoist  his  flag  in 
the  Caesar  80,  to  which  ship  Lieutenant  Tancock  was  soon 
removed  at  the  particular  request  of  his  worthy  and  distin- 
guished patron  ;  under  whom  he  served  at  the  battle  of  Alge- 
ziras,  and  the  subsequent  discomfiture  of  the  combined 
squadrons  in  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar,  July,  1801*. 

After  that  most  splendid  achievement,  Mr.  Tancock  suc- 
ceeded the  late  Captain  Philip  Dumaresq  as  flag-lieutenant 
to  Sir  James  Saumarez,  under  whose  command  he  had  then 
assisted  at  the  capture  and  destruction  of  no  less  than  five  of 
the  enemy's  3- deckers,  four  80-gun  ships,  twelve  74's,  and 
three  frigatesf. 

During  the  peace  of  Amiens,  and  after  the  renewal  of  hos- 
tilities, Mr.  Tancock  served  as  flag-lieutenant  to  the  same 
officer,  at  Sheerness  and  Guernsey.  Whilst  on  the  latter 
station  he  commanded  the  Sylph  brig  for  a  short  period,  and 
in  that  vessel  made  one  re-capture  :  his  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  commander  took  place  Aug.  15,  1806;  on  which 
occasion  he  was  appointed  to  the  St.  Christopher  sloop, 
stationed  at  the  Leeward  Islands.  In  her,  he  captured  seve- 
ral small  Spanish  vessels  ;  detained  a  Danish  ship,  which  was 
condemned  as  a  droit  of  admiralty ;  and  re-captured  a  British 
merchantman,  laden  with  bale  goods,  from  Glasgow  bound 
to  St.  Thomas's.  He  was  also  present  at  the  surrender  of 
the  Danish  island  of  St.  Croix,  to  the  military  and  naval 
forces  under  General  Bowyer  and  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane, 
Dec.  25,  1807  J. 
Towards  the  end  of  1808,  Captain  Tancock  was  obliged  to 

•  See  Vol.  I.  pp.  187—193 ;  and  Supplement,  Part  I.  p.  271. 

t  Captain  Dumare8<|  died  at  Bath,  June  29, 1819. 

X  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  p.  263,  et  $eq. 
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return  home  in  consequence  of  a  severe  attack  of  yellow 
fever;  and  in  April,  1809,  he  was  appointed,  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  Sir  James  Saumarez,  to  the  Curlew  sloop,  fitted 
with  10  long  18- pounders,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
trade  to  and  from  Malmo  and  Goltenburgh  through  the 
Sound.  During  the  season  that  he  was  thus  employed,  his 
boats  captured  seven  Danish  vessels  laden  with  provisions 
for  Norway.  The  Curlew  being  found  defective,  was  paid  off 
in  the  course  of  the  same  year. 

Captain  Tancock's  next  appointment  was,  about  June, 
1810,  to  the  Mercury  troop-ship ;  the  command  of  which  he 
retained  till  the  close  of  1811,  when  he  was  removed  to  the 
Griffon  brig,  at  Chatham.  He  there  received  his  post  com- 
mission dated  Feb.  1 ,  1812.  This  enviable  step  of  rank  he 
obtained  through  the  friendly  interference  of  Sir  James 
Saumarez,  Avho,  with  his  characteristic  kindness,  had  recently 
laid  a  statement  of  the  captain's  services  before  the  ad- 
miralty, and  earnestly  solicited  his  promotion. 

On  the  27th  Aug.  1812,  Captain  Tancock  was  appointed 
to  the  Bann  corvette  ;  but  when  nearly  ready  for  sea  he  was 
turned  over  with  his  crew  to  the  Conway  24  ;  in  which  ship 
he  accompanied  a  large  fleet  of  merchantmen  to  a  certain  lati- 
tude, and  was  afterwards  employed  as  senior  officer  on  the 
Madeira  station ;  from  whence  he  returned  to  Plymouth 
early  in  May,  1815. 

The  Conway  was  next  ordered  to  cruise  across  the  entrance 
of  the  British  Channel,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  Napoleon 
Buonaparte  in  his  expected  flight  from  France  to  America.  In 
Feb.  1816,  having,  in  the  interim,  been  paid  off  and  re-commis- 
sioned for  foreign  service,  she  sailed  for  the  East  Indies  with 
government  money ;  and  on  her  arrival  at  Madras,  Captain 
Tancock  found  himself  appointed  by  his  friend.  Commodore 
Sayer,  to  the  Iphigenia  frigate,  of  which  ship  he  took  the 
command,  at  Trincomalee,  in  the  month  of  Sept.  following. 
From  Jan.  to  June,  1817,  he  was  employed  in  superintending 
the  equipment  of  the  Melville,  a  new  74,  at  Bombay  ;  and  in 
loading  that  ship  with  the  teak  frame  of  another  third-rate. 
The  Melville  arrived  at  Plymouth,  in  company  with  the 
Iphigenia,  Dec.  14,  I8I7. 
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Soon  after  his  return  to  England,  Captain  Tancock  wafl 
tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  sentenced  to  be  admonished,  for 
having  threatened  to  put  a  marine  officer  in  irons  ;  but  not- 
withstanding this  reproof  on  the  part  of  his  judges,  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  marlced  their  sense  of  his  conduct  by  im- 
mediately confirming  his  appointment  to  the  Iphigenia,  and 
continuing  him  in  that  command  until  an  officer  of  suffi- 
ciently long  standing  on  the  post  list  to  command  so  large  a 
frigate  was  appointed  to  re-commission  her. 

Captain  Tancock  married,  in  Aug.  1805,  Elizabeth  Catha- 
rine, eldest  daughter  of  Samuel  Goodwin,  Esq.  merchant  in 
the  island  of  Guernsey,  by  whom  he  has  had  seven  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living. 
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HON.  GEORGE  ALFRED  CROFTON. 

Third  son  of  the  late  Sir  Edward  Crofton,  Bart,  by  Anne, 
daughter  and  sole  heiress  of  Thomas  Croker,  of  Backweston, 
CO.  Kildare,  Esq.  which  lady  was  created  an  Irish  baroness, 
in  her  own  right,  Dec.  1,  1707- 

This  officer's  first  commission  bears  date  Oct.  10,  1804. 
On  the  13th  June,  1805,  being  then  a  lieutenant  of  the 
Cambrian  frigate,  Captain  J.  Poo  Beresford,  on  the  Halifax 
station,  he  conducted  himself  wil^-  great  gallantry  in  the 
command  of  that  ship's  barge  at  the  capture  of  the  Spanish 
privateer  schooner  Maria,  of  14  guns  and  60  men  ;  on  this 
occasion  the  British  had  2  men  killed  and  2  wounded.  At 
the  latter  end  of  June,  1806,  he  was  ordered  to  act  as  com- 
mander of  rObservatcur  brig,  recently  captured  by  the  Tar- 
tar frigate;  but  his  actual  promotion  to  that  rank  did  not 
take  place  till  Feb.  9,  1808,  at  which  period  he  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  Goree  sloop,  on  the  Leeward  Islands'  station.  The 
handsome  manner  in  which  he  consulted  the  feelings  of  a 
brother  officer,  by  relinquishing  his  right  to  command  that 
vessel,  has  been  stated  at  p.  473  of  Suppl.  Part  I.  On  the 
11th  Oct.  1810,  while  commanding  the  Fawn  sloop,  he  cap- 
tured le  Temeraire  French  schooner  privateer,  of  10  guns 
tmd  35  men. 
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Captain  Crofton  was  made  post,  Feb.  1,  .-^12.  Hi?  ub- 
sequent  appointments  were,  Aug.  3,  181.3,  o  the  D.  ator 
troop-ship;  Feb.  4,  1815,  to  the  Narcissus  frigate  ;  anu  !uly 
24,  1826,  to  the  Dryad  42,  now  on  the  Mediterranean  sta- 
tion. 

This  officer's  eldest  surviving  brother  is  in  holy  orders, 
and  the  heir  presumptive  to  his  nephew,  Edward  Lord 
Crofton.  Another  brother,  a  captain  in  the  Coldstream  re- 
giment of  foot-guards,  was  killed  before  Bayonne,  April  14, 
1814. 
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JAMES  PATTISON  STEWART,  Esq. 

A  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Militari/  Order  of  the  Bath. 

This  officer  was  made  a  lieutenant,  IMar.  21,  1805;  and 
appointed  acting  commander  of  the  Port  d'Espagne  brig,  on 
the  Trinidad  station,  April  15,  1806.  On  the  6th  June,  1807, 
a  detachment  of  25  men  belonging  to  that  vessel,  in  a  prize 
schooner,  disguised  as  a  neutral,  and  commanded  by  his 
second  lieutenant,  boarded  and  carried  the  Mercedes  Span- 
ish privateer,  mounting  2  carriage  guns  and  2  swivels,  with  a 
crew  of  30  men ;  in  this  little  affair,  the  enemy  had  3  men 
killed,  I  drowned,  and  3  wounded  j  the  British  none  killed, 
and  only  2  wounded. 

On  the  18th  Aug.  following,  the  Port  d'Espagne  captured 
la  Maria,  another  vessel  of  the  same  description,  mounting  1 
long  18-pounder,  and  having  on  board  74  men.  Two  days 
afterwards,  one  of  her  prizes,  manned  as  a  tender,  in  con- 
junction with  the  boats  of  H.  M.  schooner  Balahou,  destroyed 
a  small  privateer  in  the  Bay  of  St.  Juan ;  and  on  the  12th 
Sept.  in  the  same  year,  her  boats,  under  Lieutenants  Cot- 
grave  and  Hall,  captured  El  Rosario,  of  1  gun  and  34  men. 

Captain  Stewart  was  afterwards  successively  appointed  to 
the  Dart  ship-sloop,  and  the  Snap  and  Epervier  brigs,  sta- 
tioned at  the  Leeward  islands :  his  commission  as  a  com- 
mander, bears  date  Feb.  15,  1808.  VV'e  next  find  him  com- 
manding the  Sheldrake  of  10  gims,  and  proceeding,  in  com- 
pany witli  the  Tartar  frigate,  to  the  relief  of  Anholt,  an  island 
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in  the  Cattegat,  forming  a  very  important  point  of  coirmuni- 
cation  between  Great  Britain  and  the  continent,-  and  then 
threatened  with  an  attack  by  a  formidable  Danish  force  un- 
der the  orders  of  Major  Melsteat.  The  following  are  ex- 
tracts of  his  official  letter  to  Captain  Joseph  Baker,  reporting 
the  capture  of  two  heavy  gun- boats,  mention  of  which  has 
been  made  at  p.  449  of  Suppl.  Part  1. : — 

"  H.  M.  sloop  Sheldrake,  Anholt,  Mar.  28,  1811. 

"  Sir, — In  obedience  to  your  signal  yesterday  to  keep  on  the  north  side 
of  the  island,  my  attention  was  particularly  occupied  in  preventing  the 
escape  of  the  enemy's  flotilla  to  leeward,  hoping  by  so  doing  I  anticipated 
your  wishes. 

"  At  2  P.  M.  observing  the  Tartar  to  windward  of  the  island,  and  the 
gun-boats  endeavouring  to  push  through  the  passage  inside  the  reef,  I  en- 
deavoured to  place  myself  in  such  a  situation  as  to  turn  them,  or  to  render 
an  action  unavoidable.     About  4  P.  M.  we  closed  within  long  range  of 
shot,  their  force  consisting  of  sixteen  gun-boats  and  armed  vessels,  in  close 
and  compact  order,  formed  in  line,  steering  down  with  the  apparent  deter- 
mination of  supporting  each  other;   but  they,  finding  us  equally  deter- 
mined to  bring  them  to  close  action,  began  to  disperse,  just  when  we  were 
in  hopes  of  placing  ourselves  in  such  a  situation  as  must  have  annihilated 
the  whole  of  them  in  a  short  time.    Five  of  them  keeping  in  one  direction, 
I  stood  after  them,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  we  brought 
then)  to  close  action  at  half-past  four,  when  one  immediately  struck  ; — 
she  mounts  2  lone;  eighteen-pounders  and  4  brass  howitzers,  had  on  board 
65  men,  and  was  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  of  repute  in  the  Danish 
navy.     Immediately  the  prisoners  were  removed,  we  made  all  sail  after 
the  largest  lugger,  which  we  captured  about  8  P.  M.  after  exchanging  a 
few  shot :  she  proved  to  be  gun-vessel  No.  I.,  mounting  2  long  twenty- 
four-pounders  and  4  howitzers,  complement  /O  men,  only  60  of  whom 
were  found  on  board :  from  the  number  of  shot  she  received,  I  am  con- 
vinced she  must  have  lost  many  of  her  crew ;  her  commander  is  also  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Danish  navy.     I  am  extremely  rejoiced  to  say  we  have 
no  person  hurt ;  our  sails  and  rigging  a  little  cut,  and  a  few  grape-shot 
in  the  hull,  is  the  extent  of  our  damage.  •  •  •  •.     Night  coming  on,  and 
we  having  on  board  40  more  prisoners  than  our  own  people,  I  am  sorry  to 
say  we  could  not  succeed  in  capturing  any  more  of  them,  as  they  separated 
after  the  first  had  struck  ;  but  several  that  escaped  were  under  our  fire, 
and  appeared  to  have  suflfered  much, — so  much  so,  that  some  of  the  peo- 
ple say  one  sunk." 

Captain  Baker,   when  reporting  his   proceedings  to   Sir 
James  Saumarez,  says,  "  I  cannot  sufficiently  praise  the  in- 
trepidity and  skill  with  which"  Captain  Stewart  "  attacked ' 
a  force  so  superior  to  his  own  j"  and  the  commander-in-chief 


POST-CAPTAINS  OF  1812. 


33 


of  the  Baltic  fleet,  in  the  oHicial  letter  that  he  wrote  to  the 
Ailmiialty  on  that  occasion,  expressed  his  conviction  that 
their  lordships  would  'uly  "  appreciate  the  good  conduct"  of 
the  commander  of  the  Sheldrake. 

In  July,  1811,  Sir  James  Saumarez  transmitted  to  the  Ad- 
miralty a  letter  from  Captain  Charles  Dudley  Pater,  of  the 
Cressy  74,  giving  an  account  of  an  attack  made  off  Hielni 
islanr,  on  the  5th  of  that  month,  by  a  Danish  flotilla  of 
sevei.teen  gun-vessels  and  ten  heavy  row-boats,  on  a  fleet  of 
merchantmen  under  the  protection  of  the  Cressy,  Defence  74, 
Dictator  G4,  Sheldrake,  and  Bruiser  gun-brig.  The  enemy 
is  therein  stated  to  have  been  defeated  with  the  loss  of  four 
gun-vessels,  each  mounting  one  long  24-pounder  and  4  how- 
itzers. On  the  8th  of  the  same  month,  Captain  Stewart  ad- 
dressed an  official  letter  to  Captain  Pater,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  : — 

"  I  beg  leave  to  Inforai  you,  that  H.  M.  sloop  under  my  command  came 
up  with  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  ffun-boats  about  six  o'clock  this  raorning^, 
which  we  immediately  brought  to  close  action,  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
No.  2  and  No.  5  struck  to  us :  they  each  mount  one  long  24-pounder 
and  one  32-pounder  canonade,  and  are  manned  with  35  men  each.  As 
this  brig  has  been  in  action  with  the  enemy's  gun-boats  four  times,  and 
five  of  them  have  been  captured  and  destroyed  by  her,  I  trust  it  will  not 
appear  presumption  on  my  part,  to  recommend  to  notice  the  first  Lieu- 
tenant, William  Luckraft,  whose  leal,  gallantry,  and  ability,  have  in  every 
instance  been  truly  conspicuous.  Both  lieutenants  commanding  the  gun- 
boats are  severely  wounded,  and  several  men." 

Captain  Stewart  was  promoted  to  post  rank  Feb.  1,  1812, 
and  we  soon  afterwards  find  him  performing  "  a  most  gallant 
exploit"  within  the  rocks  of  Mardoe,  on  the  coast  of  Nor- 
way : — his  own  description  of  it  is  the  best  that  we  can  pre- 
sent to  our  readers  : — 

"  H.  M.  S.  Dictator,  in  the  Sleeve,  July  7,  1812. 

"  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  yesterday  evening,  being 

off  Mardoe,  with  the  brigs  named  in  the  margin*,  the  mast-heads  of  the 

Danish  squadron  were  seen  over  the  rocks  ;  and  Captain  Robilliard,  in  the 

most  handsome  manner,  volunteered  to  lead  in  to  attack  them,  he  having 


acked ' 
L-chief 


•  Podargus,  Captain  William  Robilliard;    Calypso,   Captain  Henry 
Weir;  and  F/a»ner,  Lieutenant  Thomas  England. 
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a  man  on  board  acquainted  with  the  phice  :  as  neither  tlie  masters  nor  the 
pilots  of  either  of  the  ships  conceived  themselves  equal  to  the  charjjfe,  I 
did  not  hesitate  to  accept  his  kind  offer,  well  knowing  that  the  Britisli  flag 
would  meet  with  nothing  but  honor  in  such  hands. 

"  In  the  entrance  of  the  passage,  the  Podargus  unfortunately  took  the 
ground  ;  hy  which  circumstance  I  was  deprived  of  the  valuable  and  gallant 
services  of  her  commander  during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  was,  in 
consequence,  obliged  to  leave  the  Flamerto  her  assistance  ;  but  in  Captain 
Weir  I  found  every  thing  that  could  be  wished  for,  which  in  a  great  mea- 
sure made  up  for  the  loss  I  had  sustained  in  the  Podargus  and  Fiamer. 
By  this  time,  half-past  seven  P.  I\I.,  we  had  arrived  within  one  mile  of  tiie 
enemy,  who  were  ruiu\iiig  inside  the  rocks  under  a  press  of  sail ;  the  Ca- 
lypso, which  had  also  grounded  for  a  short  time,  was  now  leading  us 
through  tlie  passage,  and  we  were  both  engaged  with  the  squadron  and  nu- 
merous gun-boats.  At  half-past  nine,  I  had  the  satisfaction,  after  sailing 
12  miles  through  a  passage  in  some  places  scarcely  wide  enough  to  admit 
of  our  studding-sail-booms  being  out,  of  running  the  Dictator's  bow  upon 
the  land,  with  her  broadside  towards  the  enemy,  within  hail,  their  force  as 
per  margin*.  The  whole  anchored  with  springs  on  their  cables,  close  to- 
gether, and  supported  by  gun-boats,  in  the  small  creek  of  Lyngoe :  the 
Calypso  most  noI)ly  followed  us  up. 

"In  half  an  hour  the  frigate  was  literally  Ixattcred  to  atoms,  and  the 
flames  were  bursting  forth  from  her  hatchways  ;  the  brigs  had  also  struck, 
and  most  of  the  gun-boats  were  completely  beaten, — some  of  them  sunk. 
The  action  had  scarcely  ceased,  and  the  Dictator  floated,  when  we  found 
ourselves  again  attacked  by  tlje  gun-boats,  vvhich  had  retreated  on  seeing 
the  fate  of  their  squadron,  and  were  again  collecting  from  all  quarters ; 
but  Captain  Weir,  having  taken  a  most  advantageous  position,  engaged 
them  with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  effect;  indeed  I  am  at  a  lo!?s  how  to 
express  my  approbation  of  the  prompt  e.xertion  of  this  gallant  and  meri- 
torious ofticer. 

"  The  Podargus  and  riainer,  in  the  mean  time,  were  warmly  engaged 
with  numerous  batteries  and  gun-boats,  both  of  them  being  aground;  i)ut 
by  the  uncommon  exertion  and  eictreme  gallantry  of  ('aptain  Roltilliard, 
and  their  oflJicers  and  crews,  they  at  last  got  afloat :  on  this  occasion. 
Lieutenant  England  particularly  distinguished  himself. 

"At  3  A.  M.,  having  got  the  Dictator,  Calypso,  and  prize  brigs  in  the 
fair  way,  we  attempted  to  get  out  through  the  passages,  when  we  were  as- 
sailed by  a  division  of  gun-boats  from  behind  the  rocks,  so  situated  that 
not  a  gun  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  them  from  either  vessel :  in  this 


•  Nayttden  frigate,  inBunting  60  gmis,  long  twcnty-four-pounders  on 
the  main-deck,  with  a  complement  of  320  men  ;  Lauland  of  -'0  guns,  long 
cightcen-poundcrs,  and  125  men;  am\  Samioc  Am\  Kiel,  each  carrying  18 
long  eightcen-pounders  and  125  men. 
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situation  the  prize  brigs  grounded,  and  notwithstanding  every  exertion  on 
tlip  part  of  Lieutenant  James  Wilkie  of  this  ship,  in  the  Laaland,  who  had 
extingui:<hed  a  fire  on  board  lier  which  was  burning  with  great  fury ;  and 
Lieutenant  Benjamin  Hooper,  of  tbe  Calypso,  in  the  Kiel,  we  had  to  aban- 
don them  complete  wrecks,  humanity  forbidding  our  setting  them  on  fire* 
owing  to  the  numl)er  of  wounded  men  they  had  on  board  *. 

*'  I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  mentioning  in  terms  of  praise 
I\lr.  William  Buchanan,  the  first  lieutenant  of  this  ship,  a  most  gallant  and 
excellent  officer.  *  •  *  •,  Enclosed  I  have  the  h(mor  to  transmit  a  list 
of  the  killed,  &c. :  although  I  cannot  help  deploring  the  loss  of  so  many 
brave  men,  it  is  much  less  than  could  be  reasonably  expected.  The 
Danes  acknowledge  to  have  lost  about  300 ;  I  rather  suspect  500.  Our 
ships  liave  suffered  extremely  in  their  hulls,  masts,  and  rigging.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  *'  J.  P.  Stewart." 

This  letter  was  addressed  to  Sir  James  Saumarez,  who, 
when  transmitting  it  to  the  Admiralty,  informed  their  lord- 
ships that  it  was  impossible  for  him  "  to  express  in  an  ade- 
quate manner,  the  undaunted  spirit  displayed  by  Captain 
Stewart,  and  all  the  officers  and  men  under  his  orders," 
which  he  was  assured  would  be  duly  appreciated  by  the 
Board.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  Dictator  and  her  consorts 
amounted  to  9  killed,  36  wounded,  and  2  missing  :  the  ene- 
my's gunboats  were  25  in  number,  each  carrying  2  long 
guns  and  from  50  to  6()  men. 

On  the  0th  Oct.  following,  one  of  the  Dictator's  boats, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Duell,  captured  a  Danish 
lugger,  manned  with  13  men  (including  a  commissioned  olfi- 
ccr),  2  of  whom  were  slain  and  3  wounded.  The  British  had 
not  a  man  hurt. 

Captain  Stewart's  next  appointment  was  May  5,  IS  13,  to 
the  Amphion  frigate,  on  the  North  Sea  station.  On  the  2()th 
Nov.  following,  his  ship  then  forming  part  of  the  inshore 
squadron  off  VValchercn,  he  V{)lunteercd  his  services  to  com- 
mand the  boats  of  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Young,  and  to  at- 
tempt the  capture,  by  a  coup-de-main,  of  four  French  frigates 
lying  at  Flushing :  "  this  proof  of  his  zeal  and  good  spirit" 
was  received  with  "  great  pleasure"  by  the  commandcr-in- 
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•  The  Samsoc  struck,  but  appears  not  to  huve  bec'i  taken  posscision 
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chief,  although  he  diflFered  with  him  as  to  the  practicahility  of 
his  scheme.  Captain  Stewart  subsequently  displayed  equal 
ardour  when  serving  under  Lord  George  Stuart  at  the  capture 
of  the  islands  of  Schowen  and  Tholen*.  On  the  6th  Mar. 
1814,  the  boats  of  the  Amphion  made  a  gallant  bu:  unsuc- 
cessful attack  upon  some  French  armed  ressels  in  the  West 
Scheldt,  lying  under  the  immediate  protection  of  Fort  Lillo  : 
their  loss  consisted  of  3  killed  and  16  wounded,  including 
Lieutenant  William  Brydges  Champion,  a  young  officer  of 
high  character  and  great  promise,  mortally. 

Captain  Stewart  was  nominated  a  C.  B.,  Dec.  8,  1815. 

j4gent. — J.  Hinxman,  Esq. 


ROBERT  MAUNSELL,  Esq. 

This  officer,  a  son  of  the  Reverend  Archdeacon  Maunsell, 
was  born  at  Limerick,  in  1"H5.  He  entered  the  navy,  as  a 
midshipman  on  board  the  Mermaid  32,  commanded  by  his 
relative,  Captain  (now  Rcar-Admirul)  Robert  Dudley  Oliver, 
in  1709;  and  subsciiuently  served  >mder  Captains  Richard 
llussey  Moubray,  and  tlie  Hon.  George  Elliot,  in  the  Maid- 
stone 32,  on  the  Mediterranean  station.  On  the  11th  July, 
1804,  he  received  a  very  severe  wound  in  the  hip,  while  as- 
sisting at  tlie  destruction  of  about  a  do/on  French  settees, 
at  la  Vandour,  near  Toulon,  by  the  boats  of  the  latter  frigate 
and  her  consorts,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  John  Thomp- 
son ;  and  for  his  gallant  conduct  on  that  occasion,  he  was 
rewarded  with  a  connnission,  dated  Mar.  7>  1805,  the  day 
on  which  he  completed  his  timef .  From  that  period,  he 
served  on  board  the  i^rincess  Royal  98,  in  the  Chamiel  fleet, 
till  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Cotnmander,  Mar.  8,  1808. 

We  next  find  Captain  Maunsell  commanding  the  Procris 
brig,  on  the  East  India  station,  where  he  destroyed  the  Dutch 
Company's  vetsel  V\'agstcr,  of  8  guns,  4  swivels,  and  86  men, 
about  July,  J810.     At  the  comn.incement  of  the  operations 


•  Sec  Vol.  II.  I'art  11.  p.  8/2  tt srq. 
t  Sec  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  p.  (ifi.')  •.     N.  D.  Lifutoiiant  Thompson  wns  killed 
HI  the  harKC  of  the  IMi'Ipomeiic  fri^ntc,  ('ai)laiii  Sir  IVler  Parker,  at  the 
capture  of  a  French  ariueil  i>etlee,  near  Lc^hurn,  July  4,  IbOG. 
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against  Java,  he  pertornied  a  very  gallant  exploit,  of  which 
the  following  are  the  official  details  : — 

"  //.  J/,  sloop  Procris,  off  the  mouth  of  Intlraniatjo  rircr,  Juli/  .31,  1811. 

"  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that,  in  obedience  to  your  or. 
ders,  I  proceeded  in  shore,  and,  at  day-iiffht  tliis  tnornin>(,  discovered  six 
fjun-hoals,  vvitli  a  convoy  of  forty  or  fifty  proas,  close  in  with  the  jnotith  of 
Indruinayo  river,  upon  which  we  immediately  wei^Mied,  and  ran  into  a  quar- 
tiT-less-three  fathoms  water,  and  were  tluMi  scarcely  within  D^un-shot  cf 
tlic  enen>y  :  finthnjif  our  fire  made  very  little  impression  on  them,  and  con- 
ceiving' the  destruction  of  this  force  to  bo  an  object  of  considerable  im- 
portance,  I  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  them  with  the  boats  of  11.  iM.  sloop 
under  my  command,  topfether  with  two  flat  boats,  an  odicer,  and  !.'()  men  of 
II.  M.  14lh  rejifiment,  and  an  ofiicer  and  the  same  nund>cr  of  men  from 
If.  M.  S!)th  regiment,  and  succeeded  in  boardinif  and  carryinij  five  of  thein 
successively,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  musketry,  their  crews  jump- 
iri'f  overboard,  after  havinij  thrown  their  spears  into  the  i»oats ;  the  si.xth 
blew  up  before  we  pfot  aloiit^side  of  her.     The  whole  of  tlie  convoy,  on 
their  first  seeing  us,   hauled  throuiili  the  mud  up  the  river,  or  tiiey  n)Ust 
also  have  fallen  into  our  hands.     The  ;^un-boats  carry  each  of  them  one 
brass  .JJ-pounder  carronade  forward,  and  one  IS-poimder  aft,  with  (as  ap- 
pears by  the  papers  found  on  board)  upwards  of  <>()  men  each  ;  they  are 
excellent  vessels,  u'ld,  in  my  opinion,  might  be  found  of  considerable  ser- 
vice to  the  expedition. 

"  In  performing  this  service,  I  am  happy  to  observe,  that  our  loss  has 
been  comparatively  small,  when  it  is  considered  that  tlie  boats,  during  the 
wIioIl-  time  of  their  advancin;',  \verc  exposed,  in  the  open  day,  to  the  fire 
of  l:.'4unsof  the  cuiibre  I  have  mentioned,  and  a  constant  fire  of  mus- 
ketry ;  the  gun-boat  which  blew  up  being  of  e«|ual  force  with  the  rest  *. 

"  I  cannot  coi  Indc  without  performing  the  pleasing  duty  of  noticing  the 
very  sti'ady  and  determined  bravery  of  every  ofiicer  and  ntan  employed  on 
this  service.  From  Mr.  (ieorge  Majoribanks,  my  first  lieutenant,  I  receiv- 
ed that  able  support  I  had  reason  to  expect,  from  his  general  good  con- 
duct  whilst  under  my  command;  and  I  cannot  too  strongly  mark  the  high 
!*ense  I  enrertain  of  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenants  II.  J.  Ileyland  and  Oliver 
Brush,  of  II.  M.  14th  and  HIHh  regiments ;  their  keeping  up  a  steady  well- 
ilirected  fire  of  musketry  from  the  men  under  their  respective  commands, 
must  have  proved  considerably  destructive  to  the  enemy.  I  have  also  to 
cxpres^s  the  satisfaction  I  felt  in  the  steady  behaviour  of  Messrs.  George 
Cunninglla(l^  William  Randall,  and  Charles  Davies,  masters-mate-,  snper- 
muneruries  on  board  the  Procris,  for  a  pa-sage  to  join  tlie  c(uiimaiider-in- 
chiet,  and  the  other  petty  ofiicers,  non-commissioncd  olliccrs,  seamen,  and 
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•  The  enrmy's  guns  were  mounted  in  luch  a  way  ast  to  enable  thtm  to 
fire  in  every  direction. 
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soldiers  f  in  short  the  conduct  of  the  whole  was  such  as  to  make  me  feel 
confident,  that  had  the  force  opposed  been  considerably  greater,  it  would 
have  met  the  same  fate.  Enclosed  I  transmit  a  list  of  the  wounded  on  this 
occasion*.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  R.  Maunsell." 

"  To  Captain  George  Sf/i/er,  H.  M.  S.  LedaP 

On  the  same  day,  Captain  Maunsell  received  a  letter  from 
Commodore  Broughton,  then  the  senior  officer  ofT  Java,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  transcript : — 

"  Sir, — T  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  addressed  to  Captain  Saycr,  giving  an  account  of  the  capture  of 
five,  and  destruction  of  one,  of  the  enemy's  gun-boats,  off  the  mouth  of 
Indramayo  river,  in  the  boats  of  H.  I\I.  sloop  Procris,  under  your  com- 
mand. 

"  I  cannot  too  highly  applaud  the  meritorious  conduct  of  yourself,  the 
officers,  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  soldiers,  employed  in  this  gallant  at- 
tack ;  and  I  beg  you  will  express  to  them  the  sense  I  entertain  of  their  zeal 
and  meritorious  conduct,  so  well  displayed  on  this  occasion.  I  shall  have 
great  pleasure  in  laying  the  same  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  by  the  earliest  opportunity;  and  I  request  you  will  accept  my 
best  thanks  for  the  skill  and  ability  you  have  so  fully  evinced,  in  leading 
your  boats  to  the  attack  in  person.     I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  W.  R.  BRouonTON." 

In  addition  to  this  letter  of  thanks,  Captain  Maunsell's  gal- 
lantry was  immediately  rewarded  by  an  appointment  to  com- 
mand the  Illustrious  74,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  Com- 
modore Broughton  ;  and  during  the  subsequent  operations 
against  Batavia,  &c.  we  find  him  bearing  a  very  distinguished 
part  on  shore,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Sayer ;  particularly 
at  the  assault  of  Meester  Cornells,  Aug.  *26,  1811  f.  The 
high  estimation  in  which  his  conduct  was  held  by  the  military 
and  naval  commanders-in-chief,  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  official  documents  inserted  at  p.  350  of  Vol.  II.  Part  I. 

On  the  lOth  of  the  following  month,  Commodore  Brough- 
ton joined  Rear-A<lmiral  Stopford,  off  Saniarang ;  and  in  the 
course  of  the  ensuing  night,  several  of  the  enemy's  gun  ves- 
sels, lying  in-shore,  were  attacked  and  destroyed  by  the  boats 
of  the  squadron,  under  the  directions  of  Captain  Maunsell ; 


i'ii 


•  I  dttugerously,  2  severely,  ami  8,  including  Mr.  William  Rundull, 
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t  See  V.jI,  II.  Tart  I.  pp.  351  and  35i). 
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whose  post  commission  was  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty,  Feb. 
7,  1812.  His  next  appointment  was,  Aug.  25,  in  the  same 
year,  to  the  Chatham  74,  bearing  the  flag  of  Rear-Admiral 
M.  H.  Scotl,  on  the  North  Sea  station ;  the  command  of 
which  ship  he  retained  till  July,  1814. 

Captain  Maunsell  has  one  brother  in  the  church,  and  ano- 
ther in  the  army. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Chard. 


CHRISTOPHER  BELL,  Esq. 

We  first  find  this  officer  serving  as  a  lieutenant  of  the 
riquc  frigate,  Captain  Charles  B.  H.  Boss;  and  commanding 
three  of  her  boats  at  the  capture  of  a  Spanish  brig,  pierced 
for  12  guns,  and  the  destruction  of  a  3-gun  battery,  in  Ca- 
baret bay,  Porto  Rico,  Nov.  1,  180(5*. 

His  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Commander  took  place 
April  1,  1808.  The  capture  of  le  Barbier  de  Seville,  French 
lugger  privateer,  of  16  guns  and  CO  men,  by  the  Phipps 
schooner,  under  his  command,  is  thus  described  in  a  letter 
from  him  to  Vice-Admiral  George  Campbell,  dated  Nov. 
16,  1810:— 

"  Having  weighed  and  proceeded  to  sea  in  H.  M.  sloop  under  nny  com- 
mand, agreeably  to  your  order,  immediately  the  tide  slacked  last  evening, 
I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  before  12  o'clock,  we  were  along- 
side a  French  lugger  privateer,  which  led  us  close  under  Calais,  and  so 
near  in  shore,  that  I  was  obliged,  although  firing  grape-shot  into  her,  to 
give  up  the  chase. 

"  As  we  saw,  while  pursuing  her,  two  other  luggers  lying  to  windward. 
I  thought,  by  beating  up  iu  shore  of  them,  we  might  escape  their  notice, 
until  far  enough  to  fetch  them.  About  5  A.  RI.  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
getting  close  to  one  of  them,  when  an  action  commenced.  The  enemy,  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  of  musketry.  As  I  per- 
ceived his  determination  was  to  run  on  shore,  and  we  were  then  in  3  J 
fathoms  water,  the  only  prospect  of  capturing  her  was  to  lay  her  on 
hoard.  This  was  done,  and,  under  the  fire  of  our  broadside.  Lieutenant 
Robert  Tryon,  assisted  by  IVIr.  Wright,  master's-mate,  in  a  most  gallant 
manner  headed  the  party  of  boarders,  when  the  enemy,  in  a  few  minutes, 
surrendered    •     •     •     •.    This  capture  has  been  attended  with  the  loss 


See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  p.  737- 
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of  one  seaman  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Tryon  dangerously  wounded.    The 
enemy's  loss  is  severe,  having  G  killed  and  1 1  wounded. 

"  At  day-light,  we  saw  H.  M.  brig  Zephyr  steering  down  to  us  :  Captain 
Dickens  gave  me  every  assistance  in  shifting  the  prisoners,  and  took  the 
prize  in  tow.  Our  own  running  rigging  being  very  much  cut,  and  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  wounded,  I  was  anxious  to  get  into  the  Downs  my- 
self; but  notwithstanding  all  exertions,  the  prize  very  soon  went  down, 
having  received  several  shot  from  us  between  wind  and  water.  I  lament  to 
hear  that  one  of  our  men  was  drowned." 

Lieutenant  Tryon,  it  appears,  was  wounded  by  one  of  the 
guns  of  the  Phipps  going  oflf  while  he  was  on  the  enemy's 
deck  :  the  shot,  a  12-pounder,  shattered  the  bladebone  of  his 
left  shoulder,  carrying  away  the  flesh  close  to  the  spine,  lay- 
ing the  ribs  bare,  and  occasioning  a  wound  one  foot  long  by 
seven  inches  broad.  He  died  in  Panton  Square,  London, 
Jan.  24,  1811. 

Captain  Bell's  post  commission  bears  date  Feb.  7>  1812. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


H 
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RICHARD  SPENCER,  Esq. 

A  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  MiUtnry  Order  of  the  Bath. 

Only  son  of  the  late  Richard  Spencer,  Esq.  merchant  of 
London,  iii  which  city  he  was  born  Dec.  9,  177'9. 

This  officer  entered  the  navy,  as  a  midshipman  on  board 
the  Arethusa  frigate.  Captain  the  Hon.  Seymour  Finch,  in 
Sept.  1/93.  In  the  month  of  April  following,  he  joined  the 
Leviathan  74,  commanded  by  the  late  Lord  Hugh  Seymour, 
under  whom  he  bore  a  part  in  the  memorable  battles  of  May 
28  and  29,  and  June  1,  1794*.  We  next  find  him  in  the 
Sans  Pareil  80,  bearing  the  flag  of  that  heroic  nobleman,  and 
forming  part  of  Lord  Bridport's  fleet  at  the  capture  of  three 
French  two-deckers,  off  I'Orient  j  on  which  occasion  he  was 
slightly  wounded f.  In  1796,  and  the  three  following  years, 
he  served  under  his  friend  Captain  Robert  Larkan,  in  the 
Hornet  sloop  and  Camilla  of  20  guns,  on  the  Channel,  North 
American,  and  West  India  stations.  * 


•  See  Suppl.  Part  I.  p    157  rt  seq. 
t  See  nl  p.  168  ;  und  ^'ol.  I.  Part  I.  note  at  p.  2-17. 
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On  tlic  4th  Dec.  179-^  Mr.  Spencer  quitted  the  Camilla 
m  order  to  join  the  Queen  Charlotte,  a  first  rate,  bearing  the 
flag  of  Lord  Keith,  on  the  Mediterranean  station;  and  in 
April  following,  lie  was  appointed  lieutenant  of  the  Guillaunie 
Tell,  French  80,  recently  captured  by  the  Lion,  Foudroyant, 
and  Penelope.  He  shortly  afterwards  removed  to  the  Came- 
lion  brig,  Captain  Frederick  Lewis  Maitland. 

In  that  vessel.  Lieutenant  Spencer  proceeded  to  Aboukir 
hay,  where  he  connnanded  one  of  the  armed  launches  em- 
ployed in  covering  the  debarkation  of  the  British  troops  un- 
der Sir  Ralph  Abercromby  *  :  he  subseqirently  led  the  other 
gun-boats  up  the  lake  on  the  left  flank  of  the  army ;  and 
continued  there  until  after  the  defeat  of  General  Menou, 
Mar.  21,  1801.  An  account  of  the  operations  in  which  he  was 
engaged  during  that  period  will  be  found  at  pp.  852  et  seq. 
and  385  et  seq.  of  our  second  volume. 

In  Sept.  1801, the Camtlion's cutter  andjolly-boat,  command- 
ed by  Lieutenant  Spencer  and  Mr.  Charles  Royer,  master's - 
matt,  succeeded  in  bringing  off  from  the  beach  near  Tarra- 
gona, a  Spanish  felucca  mounting  two  6-pounders  and  two 
swivels :  the  guns  of  two  other  feluccas,  similarly  armed, 
were  at  the  same  time  thrown  overboard,  it  being  found  im- 
possible to  get  them  afloat  under  the  heavy  fire  of  musketry 
that  was  kept  up  by  a  number  of  soldiers  assembled  on  the 
shore,  in  addition  to  their  crews.  It  is  proper  to  remark  that 
those  three  vessels,  intimidated  by  the  appearance  of  a  single 
6- oared  boat,  had  run  aground  before  Mr.  Royer  formed  a 
junction  with  Lieutenant  Spencer.  The  manner  in  which  the 
Camelion  was  employed  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war, 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  p.  84  of  Suppl.  Part  I. 

Lieutenant  Spencer's  next  appointment  was,  Sept.  18, 
1803,  to  the  Triumph  74,  Captain  Sir  Robert  Barlow;  and 
on  the  2d  Dec.  following,  Lord  Nelson  was  pleased  to  honor 
him  with  the  command  of  le  Renard  schooner  (stationed  at 
Malta),  mounting  ten   12-pounder  carronades  and  two  long 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  note  t  at  p.  '251)  et  seq.  and  note  *  at  p.  :il.i. 
N.  B.  Lieutenant  .Sjiencer's  launch  was  stationed  on  the  right  of  the  line. 
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fours,  with  a  complement  of  48  officers,  men,  and  boys.  This 
vessel  was  subsequently  named  the  Crafty,  there  being  al- 
ready a  Renard  in  the  Bptish  navy. 

In  Oct.  1806,  Lieutenant  Spencer  was  sent  by  Sir  Alex- 
ander J.  Ball  to  negociate  with  the  Dey  of  Algiers  for  the 
ransom  of  some  Maltese  who  had  been  captured  and  en- 
slaved prior  to  their  island  falling  into  the  possession  of  the 
English.  The  Dey,  at  first,  declined  to  accept  the  terms 
offered  by  the  British  governor;  but  on  Lieutenant  Spencer 
taking  his  leave  of  him,  and  expressing  regret  at  the  unsuc- 
cessful termination  of  his  mission,  he  answered  with  much 
warmth,  "  to  convince  you  how  much  I  wish  to  be  friendly 
with  your  countrymen,  I  will  give  you  the  slaves  ; — go,  and 
send  me  a  frigate  immediately  to  carry  my  ambassador  to 
Constantinople."  On  the  following  morning,  Lieutenant 
Spencer  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  on  board  the  Crafty, 
30  men,  and  2  ladies  with  their  servants,  who  had  been  up- 
wards of  fifteen  years  in  slavery.  On  his  return  to  Va- 
lette,  the  government  of  Malta  presented  him  with  a  piece 
of  plate,  value  100  guineas  ;  and  at  a  subsequent  period,  he 
was  requested  to  accept  another,  value  40  guineas,  as  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  exertions  in  protecting  the  trade  of  the 
island.  While  thus  employed,  he  drove  on  shore  and  totally 
destroyed  a  Cisalpine  privateer  of  4  guns,  which  had  come 
out  from  Syracuse  to  attack  some  merchant  vessels  under 
his  convoy. 

In  the  night  of  Jan.  2,  1807,  the  Eagle  74,  Captain  Charles 
Rowley,  having  broke  from  her  moorings  in  Valette  harbour, 
brought  up  immediately  astern  of,  and  so  close  to  the  Crafty, 
that  it  was  expected  every  moment  she  would  cause  her  de- 
struction. The  schooner  was  then  lying  in  the  fair  way  of 
the  harbour  and  her  commander  on  shore.  At  day-light,  ob- 
serving the  imminent  danger  of  his  vessel,  and  the  sea  run- 
ning so  tremendously  high  that  neither  of  her  boats  could  at- 
tempt to  land.  Lieutenant  Spencer  managed  to  attract  the 
attention  of  his  people,  divested  himself  of  his  coat  and  boots, 
dived  through  the  surf,  and  swam  on  board.  He  then  got  a 
spring  well  secured  on  the  cubic,  cut,  and  ran  to  a  safer  an- 
chorage.   The  danger  attending  this  mancEuvre  appeared  so 
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great,  that  the  bows  and  fore-channels  of  the  Eagle  were  full 
of  men,  with  ropes  in  tht'ir  hands,  ready  to  assist  the  schoon- 
er's crew. 

On  the  8th  Mar.  following,  the  Crafty  had  one  of  her  car- 
ronades  dismounted  in  an  action  with  several  Spanish  gun- 
vessels  belonging  to  the  Algeziras  flotilla ;  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  she  was  captured,  in  a  small  buy  near  Tetuan, 
after  a  lonx  and  most  desperate  resistance,  by  a  detachment 
consisting  of  El  Generalissimo  and  El  Huron,  each  mounting 
two  24-pounder  carronades  and  two  long  sixes,  with  a  com- 
plement of  70  men  ;  and  la  Pastora,  of  two  18-pounder  car- 
ronades, 2  sixes,  and  70  men  : — the  whole  having  on  board, 
in  addition  to  their  reguhu*  crews,  a  number  of  useful  volun- 
teers, and  commanded  by  a  most  gallant  officer,  who  had 
received  no  less  than  three  steps  of  rank  in  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty's marine,  for  the  capture  of  as  many  British  national 
vessels. 

In  the  midst  of  the  conflict.  Lieutenant  Spencer  was  badly 
wounded  in  the  forehead,  eyes,  and  nose,  by  a  shot  striking 
the  lock  of  a  gun  that  he  was  pointing,  in  the  hope  of  sinking 
El  Generalissimo,  her  crew  having  just  been  repulsed  in  their 
first  attempt  to  board,  and  her  bowsprit  being  still  over  the 
Crafty's  quarter.  At  the  close  of  the  battle,  he  was  again 
struck  down  by  the  blow  of  a  cutlass  on  the  left  side  of  the 
head,  and  his  assailant  was  in  the  act  of  stabbing  him  in 
the  breast,  when  the  master  of  the  schooner,  who  was  load- 
ing a  musket,  seeing  the  imminent  danger  of  his  command- 
er, fired  the  iron  ramrod  through  the  Spaniard's  body,  and 
killed  him  on  tlie  spot.  The  total  loss  sustained  by  the  Bri- 
tish in  this  sanguinary  aft'air,  was  3  slain  and  13,  including 
Mr.  Matthew  M'Laughlin,  master's- mate,  Mr.  John  Poore, 
midshipman,  and  Mr.  Saumel  Wadland,  clerk,  wounded. 
Among  those  who  lost  their  lives  on  the  opposite  side,  were 
the  Spanish  commodore  and  his  captain,  both  of  whom  fell 
by  the  same  ball,  when  attempting  to  board  the  Crafty.  Each 
gun-vessel  had  at  least  as  many  men  killed  and  wounded 
as  the  British  schooner,  including  a  large  proportion  of  offi- 
cers. Had  the  commodore  survived,  he  would  have  been  re- 
warded with  a  pension,  and  the  rank  of  rear-admiral. 
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In  Sept.  1807,  Lieutenant  Spencer  sailed  for  the  East  In- 
dies, as  first  of  the  Monmouth  64,  bearing  the  flag  of  Rear- 
Admiral  William  O'Brien  Drury  ;  with  whom  he  removed  to 
the  Russell  74,  at  Madras,  in  Feb.  1808.  He  subsequently- 
served,  for  about  three  months,  in  tiie  Cornwallis  frigate,  suc- 
cessively commanded  by  Captains  Fleetwood  Pellew,  and 
William  A.  Montague. 

Captain  Spencer's  commission  as  a  Commander  is  dated 
April  8,  1808,  but  he  did  not  join  the  Samarang,  a  20-gun 
corvette  to  which  he  was  then  appointed,  until  Nov.  23d  fol- 
lowing. In  that  ship  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  Amboyna, 
Feb.  19,  1810;  and  afterwards  took  possession  of  the  adja- 
cent valuable  islands  of  Saparoua,  Harouka,  and  Naso-Laut*. 
On  the  22d  of  the  ensuing  month,  he  was  sent  to  reconnoitre 
Bauca ;  from  whence  he  proceeded,  in  consequence  of  some 
intelligence  obtained  through  a  successful  stratagem,  to  at- 
tack the  neighbouring  island  of  Pulo  Ay,  the  garrison  of  which 
was  so  completely  taken  by  surprise,  that  it  surrendered 
without  resistance. 

After  embarking  the  enemy's  troops,  ordnance,  and  much 
valuable  public  property,  Captain  Spencer  had  the  additional 
good  fortune  to  capture  the  Dutch  national  brig  Recruteur, 
with  supplies  of  money,  cloathing,  and  provisions  for  the 
said  island ;  the  governor  of  which,  formerly  a  captain  in 
the  navy  of  Holland,  was  so  much  chagrined  at  being  taken 
by  such  an  insignificant  force,  that  he  destroyed  himself  very 
soon  afterwards. 

On  his  return  to  Madras,  Captain  Spencer  was  appointed, 
pro  tempore,  to  the  Blanche  frigate ;  and  at  the  same  time  the 
commander-in-chief  strongly  recommended  him  to  the  favor- 
able notice  of  Lord  Mulgrave,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
letter : — 

"  Cornelia,  \st  August,  1810. 

"  My  Lord, — The  Blanclic  becoming  vacant,  from  Captain  Montague 

of  the  Cornwullis  being  obliged  to  go  home  in  consequence  of  ill  healthy 

I  am  induced  to  nominate  Captain  Richard  Spencer  of  the  Samarang,  to 

the  command  of  the  Blanche,  for  hid  highly  judicious  and  gallant  conduct 


See  Suppl.  Tart  I,  pp.  198—201. 
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at  the  capture  of  Amboyna,  and  afteiwarda  his  capturiii;r  the  Recriitenr 
Dutch  sloop  of  war,  of  12  guns,  and  the  fort  and  island  of  Pulo  Ay,  single- 
handed,  in  the  Samarang. 

"  Captain  Tucker,  in  his  private  letters,  speaks  with  as  much  warintli 
in  approbation  of  Captain  Spencer's  gallant  and  active  exertions,  as  his 
public  letters  bear  testimony  of;  to  which  I  can  only  add,  that  I  consider 
Captain  Spencer  to  be  an  officer  of  high  promise,  and  well  worthy  of  your 
lordship's  notice.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  W.  O'  B.  Drury." 

On  the  evening  previous  to  his  leaving  the  Samarang,  Cap- 
tain Spencer  was  presented  with  a  letter,  written  by  one  of 
his  boatswain's-mates,  which  we  shall  here  copy  verbatim  : 

"  Port  CornwoMs,  IJffi  ^uifusf,  1810. 
"  Sir, — ^The  Petty  officers  and  Ship's  company  of  H.  M.  sloop  Samarang 
under  your  command,  being  Senciablc  that  you  are  on  Eve  of  leaving 
them.  Have  to  Request  your  Acceptance  of  a  Sword  value  !00  Guineas — 
us  a  Testimony  of  their  Esteem  For  your  Fatherly  Conduct  and  Universal 
attention  To  every  thing  Conducive  to  their  health  and  Comfort  During 
the  time  they  Had  the  honour  of  being  under  your  Command — And  in 
Commemoration  of  the  Gallant  Exploit  at  Amboyna,  And  the  Events  of 
the  last  Cruise  in  General,  and  Particularly  the  Circumstance  of  Pulo  Way — 
But  being  at  a  loss  how  to  write  to  IMr.  Bromley  our  Agent  to  put  the 
same  into  Execution,  have  to  request  your  Advice  relative  to  the  same. 

••  We  have  the  Honour  Sir,  of  Subscribing  Ourselves  Your  Truly  Sin- 
cere and  Obedient  Servts. 

(Signed)  "  Sumarang's  Siiips  Company." 

"  To  Capt.  R.  Spencer." 

Captain  Spencer  continued  to  command  the  Blanche  until 
April,  1811,  when,  being  in  a  sinking  state,  she  was  hauled 
on  shore  at  Trincomalee,  and  pvit  out  of  commission.  Ilia 
promotion  to  post  rank  took  place  Feb.  7>  1812;  from  which 
period  he  remained  unemployed  till  his  appointment  to  the 
Eurydice  24,  on  the  Irish  station,  in  June,  1815.  On  the  6th 
Sept.  following,  he  removed  to  the  Erne  20,  fitting  for  the 
Mediterranean  j  from  whence  he  returned  home,  to  be  paid 
off,  at  the  close  of  1817.  He  was  nominated  a  C.  B.  Dec. 
8,  1815. 

In  1825,  Captain  Spencer  presented  the  public  with  an  easy 
plan  to  render  any  common  boat  buoyant  and  manageable 
when  full  of  water,  in  a  high  sea,  so  that  she  may  be  used 

means 


as  a  temporary  life-boat  in  cases  of  shipwreck, 
of  several  air-tight  cases,  made  of  the   thinnest 
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per,  enclosed  in  boxes  of  |-inch  deal  board,  joined  in  the 
best  manner  to  render  them  water  tij^ht,  and  one  secured 
under  each  thwart : — also  two  similar  cases  lashed  outside 
each  gunwale  of  the  boat,  which  will  secure  her  from  up- 


setting. 


1  his  plan  is  particularly  recommended  to  the  attention  of 
the  owners  and  commanders  of  all  merchantmen,  as  the  pro- 
bable means  of  saving  many  lives.  In  the  event  of  a  ship 
being  stranded,  a  boat  fitted  with  these  cases  would  safely 
carry  a  line  on  shore,  from  whence  she  might  be  hauled  back 
to  the  ship  as  often  as  required,  till  the  whole  crew  were 
landed  :  the  boat  being  stove  on  the  rocks  or  beach,  would 
be  of  no  consequence,  for  so  long  as  the  cases  continued  se- 
cure in  their  places,  she  would  be  equally  safe  as  when  whole. 
The  cases  being  very  light,  they  might  at  all  times  be  kept 
fixed  under  the  UiM^arts  of  a  boat  hoisted  up  astern  at  sea. 
Six  cases  to  fit  any  common  boat,  with  the  wooden  boxes 
to  prevent  them  from  being  bilged  or  bruised,  and  clasps 
made  of  thin  plate  iron  to  secure  them  to  the  thwarts,  will 
cost  under  20/. 

In  Oct.  1825,  the  following  trials  were  made  by  Captain 
Spencer,  near  his  residence  on  the  coast  of  Dorsetshire. 

On  the  3d,  the  wind  then  blowing  a  fresh  gale  at  S.  W. 
and  S.,  with  a  high  sea,  three  cases  were  lashed  under  the 
thwarts,  and  one  outside  each  gunwale  of  a  4-oared  boat. 
She  was  then  filled  with  water,  rowed  with  the  plug  out  into 
the  heaviest  sea,  and  laid  broadside  to  the  surf,  which  broke 
over  her  with  so  much  violence,  as  to  render  it  difficult  for 
the  men  to  avoid  being  washed  overboard ;  but  in  no  instance 
had  she  the  least  inclination  to  upset.  Having  tried  her  in 
every  way,  and  found  her  perfectly  safe,  when  full  of  water, 
the  plug  was  put  in,  the  water  baled  out,  and  the  boat  again 
rowed  into  the  midst  of  the  breakers,  where  she  was  laid 
broadside  on,  and  in  every  direction  against  the  sea,  for  near 
an  hour,  without  the  smallest  risk  of  capsizing. 

On  the  15th,  six  cases  were  fixed  to  one  of  the  4-oared 
gallies  belonging  to  the  pilots  of  Lyme  Regis ;  and  when  full 
of  water,  with  the  plug  out,  8  men  stood  on  one  gunwale, 
swam  off  together,  then  back  again,  and  all  scrambled  into 
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her  with  perfect  safety.  The  two  cases  were  then  removed 
from  the  gunwales,  when  she  carried  6  men,  but  not  so  steady 
and  safe  as  she  had  done  nine  with  the  cases  lashed  outside. 
Lord  Exmouth,  Sir  William  J.  Hope,  Sir  Charles  V.  Penrose, 
Sir  Pultcney  Malcolm,  and  numerous  other  naval  officers, 
think  very  highly  of  Captain  Spencer's  plan  ;  but  Sir  Robert 
Seppings,  the  surveyor  of  the  navy,  reports,  that  although 
"  it  may  be  used  with  effect  in  particular  situations,  he  does 
not  think  it  can  be  usefully  employed  in  ships'  boats." 

Captain  Spencer  married,  x\ug.  31,  1812,  Miss  Anne  War- 
den Liddon,  of  Charmouth,  co.  Dorset,  by  whom  he  has  se- 
veral children  now  living. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


VILLIERS  FRANCIS  HATTON,  Esq. 

• 

Eldest  son  of  George  Hatton,  Esq.  formerly  M.  P.  for 
Lisburne,  co.  Antrim,  by  Lady  Isabella  R.  Seymour  Conway, 
sixth  daughter  of  Francis,  first  Marquis  of  Hertford. 

This  officer  was  born  at  Dromana,  co.  W^aterford,  in  1787; 
and  he  entered  the  naval  service,  under  the  patronage  of  his 
maternal  uncle,  Lord  Hugh  Seymour,  in  179^.  From  that  pe- 
riod, we  find  him  serving  as  a  midshipman  on  board  the 
Sans  Pareil  80,  bearing  his  lordship's  flag,  in  the  West  Indies; 
Carnatic  74,  Captain  Charles  V.  Penrose  ;  St.  Fiorenzo  fri- 
gate. Captain  Joseph  Bingham  ;  and  Trident  G4,  flag-ship  of 
Vice- Admiral  Rainier,  until  1805,  when  he  was  appointed 
lieutenant  of  the  Grampus  50,  on  the  East  India  station. 
His  commission  was  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty,  Jan.  31, 
1S06. 

Lieutenant  Hatton,  having  obtained  leave  of  absence  soon 
after  his  promotion,  returned  home  in  an  Indiaman,  and  was 
next  appointed  to  the  Seagull  brig,  of  16  guns,  on  the  North 
Sea  station,  where  he  displayed  great  zeal  for  the  public 
service,  often  cruising  in  an  open  boat  to  intercept  smugglers, 
and  being  repeatedly  absent  from  his  vessel  for  days  toge- 
ther. Several  of  those  illicit  traders  were  captured,  princi- 
pally through  his  exertions.     He  became  first  of  the  Seagull 
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a  short  time  previous  to  her  very  noble  action  with  the  Dan- 
ish 20-gun  brig  Lougen  and  six  heavy  gun-boats,  near 
Christiansand,  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  given  at  p. 
377  et  seq.  of  Suppl.  Part  I.  The  following  is  an  extract  of 
his  gallant  commander's  official  letter  reporting  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Seagull : — 

"  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  adecjuate  to  the  deserts  of  every  officer  and 
man  under  my  command  on  this  trying  occasion.  I  received  tliat  support 
from  Mr.  Hatton,  die  first  lieutenant,  I  hud  every  reason  to  expect  from 
his  general  jjood  conduct ;  and  the  officers  and  crew  have  niy  warmest 
thanks  for  their  cool  and  steady  behaviour  :  I  consider  it  a  duty  I  owe  to 
them  to  add,  that  British  valour  was  never  displayed  in  a  more  striking 
manner  than  on  this  occasion,  opposed  as  they  were  to  so  very  superior  a 
force." 

In  this  desperate  battle.  Lieutenant  Hatton  lost  an  ami, 
and  received  two  other  wounds,  one  of  which,  in  the  knee, 
nearly  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  his  right  leg.  So  highly 
was  his  meritorious  behaviour  appreciated  by  the  court- 
martial,  assembled  to  enquire  into  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  loss  of  the  Seagull,  that  that  tribunal  deviated  from 
the  usual  practice  in  such  cases,  by  distinctly  mentioning 
him  in  the  sentence,  of  which  we  shall  here  give  an  extract : — 

"The  Court  cannot  i)ut  express  the  higliest  approbation  of  the  conduct 
of  Lieutenant  F"dUcrs  Framis  Ilullon,  who,  although  most  dangerously 
wounded,  continued  to  give  his  support  and  encouragement  to  ihe  last ;  as 
well  as  of  tlie  noble  and  steady  behaviour  of  tlie  other  officers,  and  the 
crew  of  the  Seagull,  during  so  sanguinary  and  unetjual  a  conf 'ct, — a  cir- 
cumstance which,  while  it  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  them,  does  no  less 
credit  to  the  discipline  of  the  King's  sloop ;  and  the  Court  doth  therefore 
most  honorably  ac(juit  Lieutenant  Hatton,  the  odicers  and  crew;  and  they 
are  most  homrahhj  acquitted  accordingly." 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  was  immediately  made  a  commander :  his  commis- 
sion as  such  bears  date  June  19,  1808,  the  day  on  which  he 
so  nobly  distinguished  himself.  The  pension  first  granted  to 
him  for  the  loss  of  his  arm,  &c.  was  of  very  trifling  amount, 
but  it  has  since  been  increased  to  .'i(M)/.  per  annum. 

Early  in  1810,  Captain  Hatton  was  appointed  to  the  Wild- 
boar  brig ;  but  that  vessel  was  unfortunately  wrecked,  n«\ar 
Scilly,  before  he  had  an  opportunity  of  joining  her  *.     VVc 
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subsequently  find  him  commanding  the  Port  Mahon  brig,  on 
the  Portsmouth  station,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  the 
north  coast  of  Spain,  where  his  boats  were  very  actively 
employed  in  landing  parties  to  destroy  the  fortifications  of 
various  places  evacuated  by  the  enemy.  He  obtained  post 
rank  Feb.  7,  1812. 

Captain  Hatton  married,  in  May,  1817>  Harriet,  daughter 
of  the  late  Colonel  and  Lady  Cecilia  Latouche  ;  by  whom  he 
has  two  children.  His  only  brother,  Henry  John  Hatton,  is 
a  Commander  R.  N. 

Agent. — Sir  Francis  M.  Ommanney. 


ARTHUR  BATT  BINGHAM,  Esq. 

This  officer  is  lineally  descended  from  Robert  De  Bingham, 
of  Bingnams  Melcombe,  near  Blandford ;  whose  direct  an- 
cestor formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  the  Turbevilles,  of 
Dorsetshire,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I,;  and  from  whose  fourth 
son  the  Earl  of  Lucan  and  Baron  Clanmorris  trace  their  de- 
scent. A  place  called  Binghams,  near  Shaftesbury,  now  be- 
longing to  Captain  Bingham's  mother,  and  which  will  become 
his  own  at  her  demise,  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  ever  since  they  first  settled  in  England.  Binghams 
Melcombe  was  so  named  in  consequence  of  the  above  mar- 
riage. 

Mr.  Arthur  liatt  Bingham  was  made  a  lieutenant.  May 
1,  1804  ;  and  at  the  commencement  of  1809,  we  find  him 
serving  as  first  of  la  Nereide  frigate.  Captain  Robert  Corbettj 
on  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  station. 

On  the  Ist  May,  1809,  la  Nereide  sailed  from  Simon's  bay, 
where  she  had  refitted  after  being  dismasted  in  a  hurricane, 
and  proceeded  on  a  cruise  oflf  the  Mauritius  and  Bourbon, 
then  in  a  state  of  blockade.  In  Aug.  following,  his  ship's 
company  requiring  a  change  of  diet.  Captain  Corbett  anchor- 
ed off  St.  Rose,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  latter  island,  and 
commenced  an  attack,  within  grape-shot,  upon  two  batteries 
connnanding  that  anchorage.      Immediately  afterwards,  the 
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Sapphire  sloop,  Captain  Bertie  Cornelius  Cator  (acting)  ran 
between  him  and  the  shore,  and  opened  her  broadside,  which 
soon  had  the  effect  of  silencing  the  enemy's  fire :  a  party  of 
men  from  the  frigate  then  landed,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Bingham,  who  made  the  French  governor  prison- 
er, spiked  the  guns  (6  in  number),  burnt  their  carriages,  and 
blew  up  a  store  of  rockets.  Lieutenant  Bingham  then  laid  a 
train  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  a  bomb-proof  magazine, 
containing  100  barrels  of  gunpowder  ;  but,  unfortunately,  the 
explosion  took  place  much  sooner  than  he  expected,  and  he 
was  blown  to  a  considerable  distance,  badly  scorched  and 
wounded.  Having  succeeded  in  making  a  descent  on  Bour- 
bon, Captain  Corbett  lost  no  time  in  demanding  the  neces- 
sary supplies,  and  kept  the  French  officer  on  board  la  Nereide, 
until  his  requisition  was  complied  with :  in  the  mean  time 
the  enemy's  guns  were  brought  oflF,  and  sunk  in  deep  water, 
by  Captain  Cator. 

In  the  performance  of  the  above  service,  the  British  had 
several  men  killed  and  wounded :  one  of  la  Nereide's  marines 
was  slain  on  the  quarter-deck,  by  a  grape  shot,  just  as  Lieu- 
tenant Bingham  was  passing  him  to  get  into  his  boat.  Cap- 
tain Cator's  comluct,  and  that  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
was  highly  spoken  of  by  Captain  Corbett,  in  his  official  letter 
to  Vice-Admiral  Bertie. 

La  Nereide  formed  part  of  the  squadron  under  Captain, 
(now  Sir  Josias)  Rowley,  at  the  capture  of  St.  Paul's,  Isle 
Bourbon,  in  Sept.  1809*.  On  that  occasion.  Lieutenant 
Bingham  took  possession  of  la  Caroline  French  frigate,  and 
conveyed  her  commander's  sword  to  Captain  Corbett.  To- 
wards the  close  of  the  same  year,  he  received  an  Admiralty 
commission,  promoting  him  to  the  command  of  the  Caledon, 
an  old,  rotten,  iron-fastened  ship,  in  which  he  shortly  after- 
wards returned  to  England. 

,  Captain  Bingham's  next  appointment  was,  about  Nov. 
1810,  to  tiic  Little  Belt,  a  Danish-built  corvette,  mounting 
eighteen  32-pounder  carronades  and  2  long  nines,  with  a 
complement  of  121  officers,  men,  and  boys.     In  that  vessel 
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he  proceeded  to  the  Halifax  station,  at  a  period  when  the 
conduct  of  the  Americans  plainly  shewed,  that  they  were 
bent  on  war  with  England.  On  the  19th  April,  1811,  being 
then  at  Bermuda,  he  received  an  order  from  Rear-Admiral 
Sawyer,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : — 

"You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  put  to  sea  in  H.  M.  sloop 
under  your  command,  and  proceed,  without  loss  of  time,  off  Charlestomi, 
where  you  may  expect  to  meet  Captain  Pechell,  in  the  Guerriere,  to  whom 
you  will  deliver  the  accompanying  packet,  and  follow  his  orders  for  your 
further  proceedings.  Should  you  not  meet  the  Guerriere  ofl'  Charlestown, 
you  will  stand  to  the  northward,  and  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  join 
him  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  or  off"  New  York  ;  and  in  the  event  of  not 
meeting  the  Guerriere,  you  will  cruise  as  long  as  your  provisions  and  wa- 
ter will  last,  and  then  repair  to  Halifax  for  further  orders.  You  are  to 
pay  due  regard  to  protecting  the  trade  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  the 
capture  or  <lcstructiou  of  the  ships  of  the  enemy.  You  are  to  be  particu- 
larly careful,  not  to  give  any  just  cause  of  offence  to  the  government  or 
subjects  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  and  to  give  very  particular  or- 
ders to  this  effect  to  the  officers  you  may  have  occasion  to  send  on  board 
ships  under  the  American  flag.  You  are  not  to  anchor  in  any  of  the 
American  ports,  but  in  case  of  absolute  necessity,  and  then  put  to  sea 
again  as  soon  as  possible. 

(Signed)  "  Herdert  Sawyer." 

vVhile  executing  this  order.  Captain  Bingham  was  most 
wantonly  attacked  by  Commodore  Rodgers,  of  the  U.  S. 
navy,  in  a  frigate  mounting  32  long  24-pounder9  and  22  forty- 
two  pounder  carronades,  with  a  complement  of  475  men, 
including  at  least  300  British  subjects.  The  following  is 
Captain  Bingham's  official  account  of  this  unexpected  ren- 
contre : — 

"  H.  M.  sloop  L  ittle  Jielf,  May  21,1811. 

"Sir,— I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  in  pursuance  of  your  orders  to 

join  H.  M.  S,  Guerriere,  and  being  on  my  return  from  the  northward,  not 

having  fallen  iu  with  her,  at  about  11  A.  M.  May   16th,  I  saw  a  strange 

suil,  to  which  I  immediately  gave  chase  ;  at  I  p.  M.  discovered  her  to  be  a 

ship  of  war,  apparently  a  frigate,  standing  to  the  eastward,  which,  when 

j  she  made  us  out,  eilged  away  for  us,  and  set  her  royals  :  made  the  signal 

I  No.  275  •,  and  finding  it  not  answered,  concluded  she  was  an  American 

*i  frigate,  as  she  had  a  commodore's  blue  pendant  flying  at  the  main  ;  hoisted 

our  colours,  and  ma<lc  all  sail  south,  the  course  I  intended,  dteering  round 

"f     •  Calling  upon  the  stranger,  if  a  British  ship  of  war,  to  shew  her 
luiinbcr. 
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Cape  Ilatteras,  the  stranger  edging  away,  but  not  making  any  more  saif* 
At  3-30,  he  made  sail  in  chase,  when  I  hoisted  tlie  private  signal,  which  was 
not  answered.  At  6.30,  finding  he  gained  so  considerably  on  us  as  not  to  be 
able  to  elude  him  during  the  night,  being  within  gun-shot,  and  clearly  discern- 
ing the  stars  in  his  broad  pendant,  I  imagined  the  more  prudent  method  was 
to  bring  to,  and  again  hoist  tlie  colours,  that  no  mistake  might  arise,  and 
that  he  might  see  what  we  were ;  the  sliip  was,  therefore,  brought  to,  co- 
lours hoisted,  guns  double-shotted,  and  every  preparation  made  in  case  of  a 
surprise.     By  his  manner  of  steering  down,  he  evidently  wished  to  lay  his 
ship  in  a  position  for  raking,  which  I  frustrated  by  wearing  three  times. 
About  8-15  he  came  within  hail.    I  hailed,  and  asked  what  ship  it  was? 
He  repeated  my  question.    I  again  hailed,  and  asked  what  ship  it  was  ? 
He  again  repeated  my  words,  and  fired  a  broadside,  which  I  immediately 
returned.     The  action  then  became  general,  and  continued  so  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  when  he  ceased  firing,  and  appeared  to  be  on  fire 
about  the  main-hatchway.    He  then  filled.     I  was  obliged  to  desist  from 
firing,  as  the  ship  falling  off,  no  gun  would  bear,  and  I  had  no  after-suil  to 
keep  her  to.     All  the  rigging  and  sails  cut  to  pieces,  not  a  brace  or  bow- 
line left :  he  hailed,  and  asked  what  ship  this  was  ?  I  toUl  him  ;  he  then 
asked  me  if  I  had  struck  my  colours  ?  my  answer  was,  No  ;  and  I  asked 
what  ship  that  was?  As  plainly  as  I  could  understand,  (he  having  shot 
some  distance  at  this  time)  he  answered,  the  United  States  frigate.    He 
fired  no  more  guns,  but  stood  from  us,  giving  no  reason  for  his  most  ex- 
traordinary conduct.     At  day-light,  saw  a  ship  to  windward,  which,  hav- 
ing made  out  well  what  we  were,  bore  up  and  passed  within  hsdl,  fully 
prepared  for  action.     About  8  o'clock  he  hailed,  and  said,  if  I  pleased  he 
would  send  a  boat  on  board  ?  I  rcplieu  in  the  affirmative,  and  a  boat  ac- 
cordingly came,  with  an  officer,  and  a  message  from  Commodore  Rodgers, 
of  the  President,  United  States  frigate,  to  say,  that  he  lamented  much  the 
unfortunate  afiair  (as  he  termed  it)  that  had  happened,  and  that  had  he 
known  our  force  was  so  inferior,  he  should  not  have  fired  at  me  *.     I 
asked  his  motive  for  having  fired  at  all ;  his  reply  was,  that  we  fired  the 
first  gun  at  him,  which  was  positively  not  the  case.   I  cautioned  both  the  offi- 
cers and  men  to  be  particularly  careful,  and  not  suffer  more  than  one  man 
to  be  at  each  gun.     Nor  is  it  probable  that  a  sloop  of  war,  within  pistol- 
shot  of  a  large  4-J-gun  frigate,  should  commence  hostilities.    He  offered 
me  every  assistance  I  stood  in  need  of,  and  submitted  to  me  that  I  had 
bettor  put  into  one  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  which  I  immediately 


•  Commodon"  Rodgers  «)ffieially  reports,  that  the  "appearance"  of  the 
Little  Belt  "  indicated  she  was  a  frigate."  Flad  she  been  a  deep-waisted 
ship,  such  nn  a-scrtioii  might  appear  plausible  ;  but  she  was  a  low  fluslv- 
detkod  vcsBcl,  similar  in  size,  number  of  ports,  and  general  appearance, 
to  the  U.  S.  sloop  Hornet  :  in  length  she  scarcely  exceeded  the  space  be- 
tween the  I'rcsideiil's  bow  and  her  gangway  ladder. 
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declined.  By  the  manner  in  which  he  apologised,  it  appeared  to  me  evi- 
dent, that  had  he  fallen  in  with  a  British  frigate,  he  wouUI  certainly  have 
brought  her  to  action ;  and  what  further  confirnis  me  in  that  opinion  is, 
that  his  guns  were  not  only  loaded  with  round  and  grape  shot,  but  with 
every  scrap  of  iron  that  could  possibly  be  collected. 

•'  I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  32  men  killed  and  wounded*,  among  whom 
is  the  master.  H.  M.  sloop  is  much  damaged  in  her  musts,  sails,  rigging, 
and  hull ;  and,  as  there  are  many  shot  through  between  wind  and  water, 
and  many  still  remaining  in  her  side  ;  upper  works  all  shot  away,  starboard 
pump  also  ;  I  have  judged  it  proper  to  proceed  to  Halifax,  which  will,  I 
hope,  meet  with  your  approbation. 

"  I  caimot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  officers  and  n\on  I  have  the 
honor  to  command,  for  their  steady  and  active  conduct  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  business,  who  had  much  to  do,  as  a  gale  of  wind  came  on 
the  second  night  after  the  action.  My  first  Lieutenant,  Mr.  John  Mobcr- 
ly,  who  is  in  every  respect  a  most  excellent  officer,  afforded  me  very  great 
assistance  in  stopping  the  leaks  himself  in  the  galo,  securing  the  masts, 
and  doing  every  thing  in  his  power.  It  would  be  the  greatest  injustice 
were  I  not  also  to  speak  most  highly  of  Lieutetiaiit  Thomas  Levell ;  Mr. 
M 'Queen,  master,  who  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm  ;  and  Mr.  WiKsoii, 
master's  male.  Indeed  the  conduct  of  every  officer  ami  man  was  so  good, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  discriminate. 

"  I  hope,  Sir,  in  this  affair,  I  shall  appear  to  liave  done  my  duty,  and 
conducted  myself  as  I  ought  to  have  done  against  so  superior  u  force ; 
and  that  tlie  honor  of  the  British  flag  was  well  supported. 

(Signed)  "  A.  B.  Bingham." 

"  To  Rear.Aihniral  Sutct/cr,  Sfc.  Sfc.  ^c." 

The  following  references  to  the  Naval  Chronicle  will  ena- 
ble the  reader  to  place  himself  more  fully  in  possession  of 
all  the  facts  and  circumstances  relating  to  the  above  ac- 
tion : — 

For  remarks  contained  in  the  Nat'wml  I ntelU spencer,  usually  considered 
the  organ  of  the  American  government ;  and  for  an  account  of  the  en- 
gagement, taken  from  the  Norfolk  Gasette,  see  vol.  xxv.  pp.  502,  ct  xt-q. 
For  remarks  contained  in  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  see  vol.  xxvi.  p. 
ii.'{ ;  extract  of  a  letter  from  Halifax,  id.  p.  34  ;  additional  particulars  co- 
pied from  the  Nom  Scotia  Gazette,  id.  p.  35  ;  statement  by  an  officer  of 
the  I'ttle  Belt,  id.  p.  3Gj  remarks  on  the  same,  id.  p.  37  ;  official  letter 
from  Commodore  Rodgcrs  to  the  secretary  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  id.  pp.  3S — 
40:  strictures  on  ditto,  extracted  from  the  Boston  Ucpertonj,  id.  p.  VJH  ; 


•  Killed, — Mr.  Samuel  Woodward,  mid8lii,mr\n,  7  seamen,  and  I  ma- 
rine. fVounded, — 2  seamen,  mortally  i  2  ditto,  dangeroMsly  ;  Mr.  .lames 
M'Quecn  (acting  master),  5  seamen,  2  marines,  and  I  hoy,  severely  ;  the 
boatswain,  carpenter,  4  seamen,  2  marines,  and  2  boys,  slightly. 
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American  Court  of  Inquiry  relative  to  the  action,  id.  p.  42S  ;  President 
Mad(]ison*s  message  to  Congress,  Nov.  5,  1811,  vol.  xxvii.  p.  28,  et  seq. ; 
British  Court  of  Inquiry,  id.  pp.  57 — 61 ;  and  affidavits  of  two  deserters 
from  the  U.  S.  ship  President,  id.  pp.  61 — 63. 

*'  Captain  Bingham's  modest,  but  full  and  clear  statement/' 
corroborated  as  it  is,  in  every  part,  by  the  solemn  declara- 
tions of  all  his  officers,  and  by  the  oaths  of  the  two  desert- 
ers, who  were  British  subjects,  renders  any  comment  from 
UB  unnecessary  ;  "  we  have  only  to  admire  the  extraordina- 
ry bravery  and  firmness  with  which  he,  his  officers,  and 
ship's  company,  supported  the  honor  of  the  British  flag  when 
opposed  to  such  an  immense  superiority  of  force  :" — these 
were  the  terms  in  which  Rear-Admiral  Sawyer  expressed 
himself,  in  a  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  dated  at  Bermuda,  June 
11,1811*. 

The  Little  Belt  was  paid  off  soon  after  this  extraordinary 
and  unaccountable  transaction;  the  Admiralty  having  pre- 
viously refused  to  try  her  commander  by  a  court-martial,  al- 
though he  had  applied  for  a  public  investigation  of  his  con- 
duct, in  consequence  of  Commodore  Rodgers  and  Mr.  Madi- 
son having  both  publicly  asserted,  that  the  first  act  of  ag- 
gression was  committed  by  him :  the  verbal  thanks  of  the 
Board  were  subsequently  conveyed  to  Captain  Bingham  by 
the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Yorke,  who  then  presided  over  our 
naval  administration ;  and  a  commission  promoting  him  to 
post  rank,  was  signed  by  their  lordships  on  the  7th  Feb.  fol- 
lowing. 

In  1812,  Captain  Bingham,  by  desire  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke 
of  Clarence,  assisted  at  the  installation  of  the  Order  of  the 
Bath,  as  an  esquire  to  the  proxy  of  Sir  Richard  G.  Keats. 
His  subsequent  appointments  were,  Nov.  18,  1813,  to  the 
Myrtle  of  20  guns ;  Sept.  25,  1819,  to  the  Dover,  flag-ship 
of  Rear-Admiral  (now  Sir  Robert  Waller)  Otway,  at  Lcith  j 
and  Nov.  9,  1826,  to  the  Thetis,  46,  in  which  frigate  he  is  at 
present  employed,  under  the  same  officer,  on  'he  South 
American  station. 

jigents. — Messrs.  Stilwell.  '  *-' 


•  JSt'c  Sav.  Chron.  vol.  xxvi.  p.  ^2. 


m 


POST-CAPTAINS    OF    1812. 


55 


> ;  Presideut 
28,  €t  seq. ; 
wo  deserters 


>» 


;atement, 
n  declara- 
wo  desert- 
ment  from 
itraordina- 
icers,   and 

flag  when 
I :" — these 

expressed 
luda,  June 

;raordinary 
aving  pre- 
iiartial,  al- 
if  his  con- 
Mr.  Madi- 

act  of  ag- 
iks  of  the 
ingham  by 
d  over  our 

ng  him  to 
h  Feb.  fol- 

the  Duke 

der  of  the 
G.  Keats. 

(13,  to  the 
flag- ship 
at  Lcith  J 

te  he  is  at 

'he   South 


THOMAS  NEW,  Esq. 

This  officer  was  descended  from  an  ancient  family  in 
Wiltshire.  He  entered  the  navy  in  1/83,  as  a  midshipman, 
on  board  the  Hebe  frigate.  Captain  Edward  Thornbrough ; 
and  at  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolutionary  war, 
we  find  him  placed  by  Rear-Admiral  Macbride,  under  whom 
he  had  served  many  years,  in  the  command  of  an  armed  cut- 
ter, employed  on  the  coast  of  Flanders.  During  the  memo- 
rable siege  of  Nieuport,  he  commanded  a  company  of  sea- 
men belonging  to  the  naval  battalion  garrisoned  in  that 
place,  under  Captain  '  isias  Rogers ;  and  he  subsequently 
received  the  thanks  ot  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  York,  for  his 
active  co-operation  with  the  army  throughout  the  whole  of 
that  campaign. 

Mr.  New  was  next  appointed  acting  lieutenant  of  the  Fury 
sloop,  Captain  Frank  Sotheron  j  and  his  commission  was 
confirmed  by  the  Admiralty,  June  8,  1/94.  He  afterwards 
served  in  the  Echo  sloop,  and  Lion  64,  on  the  North  Sea  and 
Channel  stations.  In  1/96,  he  received  the  thanks  of  Sir 
Ralph  Abercromby  and  Sir  Hugh  C.  Christian,  for  rescuing 
two  companies  of  the  14th  regiment  of  foot  from  a  sinking 
transport,  during  one  of  the  tremendous  storms  which  pre- 
vented those  officers  from  clearing  the  British  channel  *. 

In  1707,  Lieutenant  New  joined  the  Sans  Pareil  80,  bear- 
ing the  flag  of  Lord  Hugh  Seymour;  from  which  ship  he 
was  appointed  acting  captain  of  the  Abergavenny  54,  at  Ja- 
maica, in  1801.  He  subsequently  commanded  the  Lark  and 
Bouetta,  sloops,  on  the  same  station. 

The  Bonctta  was  wrecked  near  Cuba,  and  burnt  to  prevent 
her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  Oct.  25,  1801.  In 
Jan.  following,  Captain  New  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  at 
Port  Royal,  for  the  loss  of  the  said  sloop;  when  it  appeared 
that  no  blame  whatever  was  to  be  attached  to  him,  as  the 
courses  steered  were  judicious,  and  gave  sulliciout  room  to 
avoid  the  shoal,  as  laid  down  in  the  charts  j  that  he  did  his 


•  Sec  Vol.  I.  Pan  1. 
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utmoBt  to  save  the  vessel  and  her  stores,  before  she  bilged 
and  overset;  and  that  he  remained,  with  his  officers  and 
crew,  in  great  distress,  on  a  small  desolate  island,  until 
taken  off  by  the  Spaniards  :  the  court  did  therefore  fully  ac- 
quit Captain  New,  and  the  whole  of  his  officers  and  ship's 
company,  with  the  exception  of  Lieutenant  Goakman,  who 
had  charge  of  the  deck  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  and  who 
was  found  guilty  of  sleeping  on  his  watch  and  disobeying 
Captain  New's  orders ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  dismissed  his  Majesty's  service,  rendered  inca- 
pable of  ever  serving  again  as  an  officer,  mulcted  of  all  his 
pay,  and  imprisoned  two  years  in  the  Marshalsea. 

At  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  in  1803,  Captain  New  was 
appointed  regulating  officer  at  Swansea,  where  he  continued 
until  his  promotion  to  post  rank,  Feb.  27,  1812. 

Captain  New  married,  Nov.  19,  1803,  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Thomas  Thomas,  of  Cardiff,  Esq.  by  whom  he  left  a  large 
family.    He  died  in  Dec.  1824. 


^./ 


^i 


HENRY  BARWELL,  Esq. 


y»\i\      ;/        Was  made  Lieutenant  in  1780,  Commander  in  1802, 
^,y  c  ' '       and  Post-Captain,  Feb.  27,  1812.    His  wife  died,  at  Dor- 
chester, in  1815. 


i 


ii 


I.:- 


JAMES  STEVENSON,  Esq. 

Nephew  to  the  late  Henry  Duncan,  Esq.  a  commissioner 
of  H.  M.  navy. 

This  officer  was  made  a  Lieutenant  about  June,  1798,  and 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Commander,  Jan.  22,  1806.  He 
subsequently  commanded  the  Ganuet  brig,  of  16  guns  ;  and 
was  very  actively  employed  on  the  Lisbon,  Baltic,  Medi- 
terranean, and  Channel  stations.  His  post  commission  bears 
date  Feb.  27,  1812. 

jigents, — Messrs.  Maude. 
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HON.  EDMUND  SEXTEN  PERY  KNOX. 

Second  son  of  Thomas,  second  Viscount  Northland,  by 
Diana  Jane,  eldest  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Edmund  Vis- 
count Pery,  Speaker  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  in  three 
successive  parliaments. 

This  ofl&cer  received  his  first  commission,  Sept.  I,  1806; 
obtained  the  rank  of  Commander,  June  2,  1809;  and  was 
made  a  Post-Captain,  Feb.  28,  1812.  He  married,  July  3, 
1813,  the  sister  of  James  Hope,  of  Cragie  Hall,  West  Lo- 
thian, Esq. 

jigents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  &  Son, 


HON.  GEORGE  DOUGLAS. 

Youngest  surviving  son  of  the  late  Archibald  Lord  Doug- 
las, of  Douglas,  in  Lanarkshire,  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Here- 
ditary Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Forfar ;  by  Lady  Frances 
Scott,  daughter  of  Francis  Earl  of  Dalkeith,  and  sister  to 
Henry,  third  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  K.  G.  &c.  &c*. 

This  ofl&cer  was  born,  Aug.  2,  1788 ;  and  he  entered  the 
navy,  as  a  midshipman  on  board  the  Excellent  74,  Captain 
the  Hon.  Robert  Stopford,  Dec.  17,  1801.  While  in  that 
ship,  he  witnessed  the  suppression  of  an  alarming  mutiny 
among  the  black  troops  garrisoned  at  Fort  Shirley,  in  the 
island  of  Dominica,  mention  of  which  has  been  made  at  p. 
750  et  seq.  of  Vol.  L  Part  IL 

On  his  return  from  the  West  Indies,  Mr.  Douglas  joined 
the  Castor  frigate,  and  subsequently  the  Spencer  74,  in 
which  latter  ship  he  completed  his  time  under  Captain  Stop- 
ford.  The  Spencer  accompanied  Lord  Nelson  to  the  Coast 
of  Egypt  in  quest  of  the  Toulon  fleet  under  Mons.  Villeneuve, 
and  formed  part  of  the  squadron  with  which  that  great  com- 
mander pursued  the  combined  forces  of  France  and  Spain  to 


•  Lord  Douglas  died  at  Bothwell  Castle,  co.  Lanark,  Dec.  26,  1827,  iu 
his  80th  year. 
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the  Leeward  Islands,  in  1805.  Unfortunately  for  those  be- 
longing to  her,  she  was  sent  to  corapleat  her  water  and  pro- 
visions, at  Tetuan  and  Gibraltar,  a  short  time  previous  to  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar,  and  thereby  prevented  from  sharing  in 
that  most  glorious  combat  *.  We  have  already  stated  that 
she  bore  a  conspicuous  share  in  Sir  John  T.  Duckworth's 
action,  off  St.  Domingo,  Feb.  6,  1806,  on  which  occasion  her 
loss  amounted  to  18  killed  and  50  wounded  f. 

Mr.  Douglas  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and 
appointed  to  the  Horatio,  a  new  38-gun  frigate,  Aug.  8, 
.1807.  In  her,  he  visited  Quebec,  and  afterwards  served  on 
the  Halifax  and  West  India  stations. 

On  the  10th  Feb.  1809,  the  Horatio  fought  a  very  gallant 
action  with  la  Junon  French  frigate,  the  capture  of  which  is 
noticed  at  p.  147  of  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  For  his  conduct  on  that 
occasion.  Lieutenant  Douglas,  who,  to  use  the  words  of  Lord 
Mulgrave,  then  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  "  so  nobly 
supplied  the  place  of  his  disabled  captain"  was  promoted  as 
soon  as  he  had  completed  the  time  prescribed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Order  in  Council.  His  commission  as  a  Commander 
consequently  bears  date,  Aug.  8,  1809. 

On  the  18th  July,  1810,  Captain  Douglas  was  appointed 
to  the  Brune  troop-ship,  and  he  continued  to  command  her 
until  his  promotion  to  post  rank,  Feb.  28,  1812.  His  next 
appointment  was,  April  28,  1814,  to  the  Levant,  mounting 
eighteen  32- pounder  carronades  and  2  long  nines,  with  an 
established  complement  of  135  officers,  men,  and  boys.  The 
heroic  defence  made  by  that  ship  and  her  consort,  the  Cyane, 
of  twenty-two  32-pounder  carronades,  eight  18- pounder  ditto, 
2  long  sixes,  and  185  officers,  men,  and  boys,  (10  of  the  lat- 
ter supernumeraries),  against  the  Constitution,  an  American 
forty-fouTj  mounting  32  long  24-pounder3  and  twenty-two 
32-pounder  carronades,  with  472  persons  on  board,  only 
three  of  whom  were  bat/Sy  is  deserving  of  particular  notice. 

On  the  20th  Feb.  1815,  at  1  P.  M.,  the  island  of  Madeira 
bearing  W.  S,  W.,   distant  60  leagues,  the   Constitution, 


•  See  Vol.  II.  part  I.  p.  2/9,  el  scq.       <■  ' 

t  Sec  Vol.  I.  part  I.  p.  SJ6 ;  aiKl  Vol.  II.  part  I.  p.  260  el  scq. 
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steering  to  the  S.  W.  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  eastward, 
discovered,  about  2  points  on  her  larboard  bow,  and  imme- 
diately hauled  up  for,  the  Cyane,  Captain  Gordon  Thomas 
Falcon.,  standing  close  hauled  on  the  starboard  tack,  and 
about  10  miles  to  windward  of  her  consort.  At  1-45,  the 
Constitution  got  sight  of  the  Levant,  then  right  ahead  of  her. 
At  4-0,  having  stood  on  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the 
stranger,  the  Cyane  made  the  private  signal ;  and,  finding  it 
not  answered,  bore  up  for  the  Levant,  with  the  signal  flying 
for  an  enemy.  The  Constitution  immediately  made  all  sail 
in  chase,  and,  at  5-0,  commenced  firing  her  larboard  bow 
guns,  but  ceased  soon  afterwards,  finding  her  shot  fall  short. 
At  5-30,  the  Cyane  having  arrived  within  hail  of  the  Levant, 
Captain  Douglas  expressed  to  Captain  Falcon  his  resolution 
to  engage  the  enemy's  ship  (known  from  previous  informa* 
tion  to  be  the  Constitution),  notwithstanding  her  superior 
force,  in  the  hope,  by  disabling  her,  to  save  two  valuable 
convoys,  that  had  sailed  from  Gibraltar,  a  few  days  previous, 
in  company  with  the  Levant  and  Cyane, 

At  5-45,  the  British  ships  made  all  sail  upon  a  wind,  and 
tried  for  the  weather-gage.  At  5-55,  finding  they  could  not 
accomplish  their  object,  they  both  bore  up,  in  order  to  delay 
the  commencement  of  the  action  until  night.  The  superior 
sailing  of  the  Constitution  defeating  that  plan  also,  they  then 
hauled  to  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack,  at  the  distance  of  less 
than  200  yards  ahead  and  astern  of  each  other.  At  G-5,  the 
Constitution,  then  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  to  windward, 
opened  her  larboard  broadside  upon  the  Cyane.  Captain 
Falcon  promptly  returned  the  fire ;  but  his  shot  fell  short, 
while  the  enemy's  long  24-pounders  were  producing  their 
full  effect.  At  6-20,  the  Constitution  ranged  ahead,  and  be- 
came engaged  in  the  same  manner  with  the  Levant.  Captain 
Falcon  now  lufied  up  for  the  larboard  quarter  of  the  frigate ; 
whereupon  the  latter,  backing  astern,  was  enabled  to  pour 
into  the  Cyane  her  whole  broadside. 

Meanwhile  Captain  Douglas  bore  up,  intending  to  wear 
round  and  assist  his  brother  officer.  Seeing  this,  the  Ameri- 
can filled,  shot  ahead,  and  gave  the  Levant  two  raking  broad- 
sides.   Captain  Falcon,  although  without  a  brace  or  bowline, 
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except  the  larboard  fore-brace,  immediately  got  on  the  other 
tack,  and  placed  his  ship  between  the  Levant  and  Constitu- 
tion. At  6-50,  after  sustaining  another  raking  fire,  and  when 
about  to  receive  the  enemy's  starboard  broadside,  within  hail, 
having  had  most  of  her  standing  and  running  rigging  cut  to 
pieces,  her  main  and  mizen-masts  being  in  a  tottering  state, 
some  other  principal  spars  wounded,  and  five  carronades  dis- 
abled, 9  or  10  shot  having  lodged  between  wind  and  water, 
and  several  others  in  the  upper  part  of  the  hull,  the  Cyane 
fired  a  lee  gun^  and  hoisted  a  light  as  a  signal  of  submis- 
sion. 

It  was  not  until  8  p.  m.  that  the  Constitution  was  ready  to 
bear  up  after  the  Levant,  then  considerably  to  leeward,  repair- 
ing her  heavy  damages.  At  8-15,  which  was  as  soon  as  he 
had  rove  new  braces.  Captain  Douglas  again  hauled  his  wind, 
as  well  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  the  Cyane,  as  to  renew  the 
desperate  contest.  On  approaching  the  Constitution  and  her 
prize,  the  Levant,  with  admirable  boldness,  ranged  close 
alongside  the  former  to  leeward,  being  unable  to  weather  her  j 
and  at  8-30  those  very  unequal  combatants,  while  passing  on 
opposite  tacks,  exchanged  broadsides.  The  forty-four  then 
wore  under  the  Levant's  stern,  and  raked  her  with  a  second 
broadside.  At  9-30,  finding  that  the  Cyane  had  undoubtedly 
surrendered.  Captain  Douglas  once  more  put  before  the  wind ; 
but,  in  the  act  of  doing  so,  his  little  ship  received  several 
more  raking  broadsides,  had  her  wheel  shot  aw;iy,  and  her 
lower  masts  badly  wounded.  To  fire  her  stern- chase  guns, 
and  steer  at  the  same  time,  was  impossible,  owing  to  a  sad 
mistake  in  her  construction.  At  10-30  p.  m.  therefore,  seeing 
the  enemy  ranging  up  on  her  larboard  quarter.  Captain  Doug- 
las reluctantly  struck  her  colours. 

Out  of  115  officers  and  men,  and  sixteen  boys,  on  board  at 
the  commencement  of  this  long  action,  the  Levant  had  6 
killed  and  16  wounded :  the  Cyane,  which  ship  had  only  145 
officers  and  men,  and  no  less  than  twenty-six  hoys,  sustained 
a  loss  of  6  slain  and  13  wounded.  That  of  the  Constitution, 
as  acknowledged  by  her  commander,  Captain  Charles  Stewart, 
was  4  killed  and  11  (including  2  mortally)  wounded.  The 
Levant's  marines,  it  should  be  remarked,  were  young  raw  re- 
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cruits,  and  although  considered  as  meti,  would  all  have  been 
rated  boys  in  the  American  service. 

The  Levant  was  soon  afterwards  retaken  at  Porto  Praya*  ; 
from  whence  the  Constitution  proceeded  with  her  prisoners 
to  Maranham,  on  the  coast  of  Brazil.  The  Cyane  having  also 
escaped  from  Sir  George  Collier,  arrived  at  New  York  with- 
out any  further  interruption.  It  need  scarcely  be  added,  that 
Captains  Douglas  and  Falcon  were  most  honorably  acquitted, 
by  a  court-martial,  held  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  to  try  them 
for  the  surrender  of  their  respective  ships,  and  justly  applaud- 
ed for  the  gallant  defence  they  made  against  an  enemy  so 
decidedly  superior. 

Since  the  peace,  Captain  Douglas  has  remained  upon  haif- 

pay- 

j4gejits. — Messrs.  Atkins  and  Son.. 


RIGHT  HON.  EARL  ofLEVEN  Ahp  MELVIIVr.E, 

Viscount  Balffonh\  t^-c.  fyc.  S;c. 

Eldest  son  of  the  late  Earl^,  by  Jane,  daiighfcw  of  .lohu 
Thornton,  of  London,  Esq, 

This  officer  was  born  Dec.  8,  \7f^o■,  and  mr.cV  a  fieute* 
nant  Aug.  8,  1806.  The  following  mention  is  made  of  him 
by  Lord  Coilingwood,  m  a  letter  to  'he  AdmirL^ly,  reporting 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  a  French  convoy  in  the  bay 
of  Rosas,  Nov.  1,  1809  :— 

"  Many  officers  in  the  ieet  were  desirous  of  being  volunteers  v.  tl  is 
service.  I  could  not  resist  the  earnest  request  of  Lieutenants  Lord  Vis- 
count Balgonie,  &c.  &c.  to  have  the  command  of  boats,  in  which  they  dis- 
played that  spirit  which  is  inherent  in  them.'* 

We  next  find  Viscount  Balgonie  ctmmF.ndin^  the  Delight 
brig,  on  the  Mrfditerranean  station.  He  obtained  post  rank, 
Feb.  28,  1812;  and  succeeded  to  the  Scotch  earldom,  on 
the  demise  of  his  father,  Feb.  22,  1820. 


•  See  Vol.  Jl.  Purt  II.  p.  639;  and  Suppl.  Part  I.  small  type  at  p. 

42,  et  seq. 
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COLIN  CAMPBELL,  (a)  Esq. 

Post  commission  tiated  Feb.  28,  1812. 
Agents. — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


W 


CHARLES  TIIURLOW  SMITH,  Esg. 

Nephew  to  Admiral  Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith,  K.  C.  B.  who 
thus  speaks  of  him  in  a  letter  addressed  to  his  father,  after  the 
destruction  of  a  Turkish  squadron,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Dardanelles,  Feb.  19,  1807  :- 

"  Your  son  Tlmrlow  proved  himself  to  be  of  a  good  breed,  by  steady, 
clear-headed  conduct,  in  the  situation  I  entrusted  to  hitn,  of  signal-lieute- 
nant, with  nic  on  the  poop,  where  we  could  sec  around  us,  and  know  the 
worst." 

Captain  Smith's  commission  aa  a  commander  bears  date, 
Oct.  3,  1809 ;  and  his  promotion  to  post  rank  took  place  Feb. 
28,  1812 :  he  subsequently  commanded  the  Hibernia  a  first 
rate,  bearing  the  flag  of  his  heroic  uncle,  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean station:  and  during  the  war  with  Murat,  in  1815,  we 
find  him  in  the  Undaunted  frigate,  taking  possession  of  the 
Tremiti  islands.  His  name  was  struck  off  the  list  of  Bri- 
tish naval  officers,  in  consequence  of  his  accepting  a  command 
in  the  Mexican  navy,  after  the  promulgation  of  H.  M.  Order 
in  Council,  forbidding  the  subjects  of  this  realm  from  taking 
any  part  in  the  war  between  Spain  and  her  revolted  colonies. 
He  died  at  Tampico,  in  Nov.  1826. 


CHARLES  SOTIIEIiY,  Esq. 

This  oflFiccr  received  his  first  commission  in  1802  ;  obtained 
the  rank  of  Commander,  Jan.  8,  1810;  and  was  made  post, 
Feb.  28,  1812.  His  last  appointment  was.  May  18, 1824,  to 
the  Scringapatam  frigate,  fitting  for  the  Mediterranean. 

In  May,  1825,  Captain  Sothoby,  accompanied  by  the  Ala- 
crity brig,  demanded  satisfaction  from  the  Bey  of  Rhodes, 
for  an  outrage  committed  against  the  British  consul,  by  some 
Egyptian  troops,  who  broke  into  his  house,  and  robbed  him 
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of  11,000  piastres.    The  Bey  admitted  the  fact!,  but  refused 

to  make  restitution,  or  even  to  avow  it  in  writing.  Captain 
Sotheby,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  embark  the  Consul  and 
liis  family,  telling  the  Bey,  that  if  he  did  not  comply  within  a 
given  time,  he  would  fire  on  the  town.  The  time  having 
elapsed,  and  the  required  document  being  still  withheld,  a 
shot  was  fired  into  the  Bey*3  own  house,  and  a  flag  of  truce 
sent  to  try  its  effect.  Tlie  Turk  had  not  anticipated  so  prompt 
an  execiition  of  the  threat,  and  the  acknowledgment  was  no 
longer  refused.  The  Consul's  flag  was  consequently  again 
displayed,  and  Captain  Sotheby  loft  the  Alacrity  there  to  take 
care  that  his  Majesty's  representative  received  no  ill  treat- 
ment on  account  of  this  spirited  proceeding. 

In  Sej)t.  182G,  the  boats  of  the  Seringapatam,  under  Lieu- 
tenant VVilliam  Burnett,  and  a  party  of  marines  commanded 
jy  Lieutenant  Parker,  of  that  corps,  captured  and  destroy- 
ed three  piratical  vessels,  at  Andros,  without  sustaining  any 
loss. 

Captain  Sotheby  married,  in  1810,  the  Hon.  Jane  Hamil- 
ton, third  (laughter  of  the  late  Lord  Belhaven  and  Stenton, 
M-hich  lady  died  Sept.  18,  1820. 


JOSEPH  SYMES,  Esq. 

Nkpiikw  to  Admiral  Sir  William  Domett,  G.  C.  B. 

This  oflicer  obtained  his  first  commission  Mar.  13,  1808  ; 
and  served  as  senior  Lieutenant  of  the  Bonne  Citoyenne 
sloop,  at  the  capture  of  la  Furieuse  French  frigate,  armed  en 
/lutct  July  6,  1800:  being  strongly  recommended  to  the  Ad- 
miralty for  his  gallant  conduct  on  that  occasion,  he  was  ad- 
vance<l  to  the  rank  of  Commander  immediately  he  became 
eligible  for  promotion.  Mar.  13,  1810*. 

On  the  18th  Dec.  181 1,  Captain  Syjues,  then  in  the  Thra- 
cian  brig,  destroyed  a  French  lugger  privateer,  of  the  largest 


•  Set  Suppl.  Tart  II.  note  nl  \>.  'JG. 
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class,  near  Cherbourgh.     His  post  commission  bears  date 
Mar.  21,  1812. 

Captain  Symes  married,  May  13,  1815,  Miss  Sarah  Phelps, 
of  Crewkeme,  co.  Somerset. 


m 


\  I 


HON.  WILLIAM  HENRY  PERCY. 

This  officer,  the  sixth  son  of  the  Earl  of  Beverley,  was 
born  Mar.  24,  1788;  and  he  appears  to  have  entered  the 
navy,  as  a  midshipman  on  board  the  Lion  64,  Captain  Henry 
Mitford,  ill  May,  1801.  After  making  a  voyage  to  and  from 
Canton,  he  was  removed  to  the  Medusa  32,  in  which  active 
frigate  he  served  under  Captain  (now  Sir  John)  Gore,  from 
Nov.  1802  until  her  return  from  Bengal,  early  in  1806  *,  He 
then  joined  the  Fame  74,  Captain  R.  H.  A.  Bennett ;  and 
subsequently  the  Tribune  36,  Captain  Thomas  Baker.  His 
first  commission  bears  date  July  6,  I8O7. 

From  the  latter  date.  Lieutenant  Percy  successively  served 
in  la  Decade  frigate,  and  the  Hibcrnia  a  first  rate,  Captains 
John  Stuart  and  Robert  Jenner  Neve,  on  the  Channel,  Irish, 
and  Mediterranean  stations,  till  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
Commander,  May  2,  1810. 

We  next  find  the  subject  of  this  memoir  commanding  the 
Mermaid  28,  armed  enjlute,  and  employed  in  conveying 
troops  to  Portugal  and  Spain.  He  was  made  a  Post- Captain 
Mar.  21,  1812;  and  appointed  to  the  Hermes  of  20  guns, 
April  4,  1814.  The  circumstances  which  led  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  that  ship,  on  the  coast  of  West  Florida,  are  thus  de- 
tailed by  him  in  two  official  letters  addressed  to  Sir  Alex- 
ander Cochrane,  commander-in-chief  on  the  North  American 

station : — 

"//.  Af,  S  Hermes,  Pennrtcola  liny,  Sept.  9,  1814. 

*•  Sir, — 1  have  the  honor  to  detail  my  proceedings  since  I  last  addressed 
you  from  the  Havnnnah;  which  place  I  left  in  company  with  H.  M. 
»loop  Carron,  on  the  6th  day  of  August. 

"We  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  Apnlachicola  river,  on  the  13th  of 
the  same  month  ;  where  having  landed  tin;  detachment  of  marines  umler 
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the  command  of  brevet  Liputenant-Colonel  Nieolla  on  Vincent  isknti,  I 
proceeded  with  him  to  Prospect  Bluff,  wherci?  I  learnt  that  brevet  Cap- 
tain Woodbine  had  proceeded  to  Penaacola  in  H.  M.  sloop  Sophie,  for  the 
purpose  of  communicating  with  and  assisting  a  party  of  friendly  Indians, 
driven  by  the  Americans  into  the  Spanish  territory  near  that  place.  On 
my  return  from  the  Bluff,  I  found  a  vessel  had  arrived  from  Pensacola, 
hired  by  Captain  Woodbine  to  bring  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  every 
thing  from  the  depot  at  the  BluflFto  Pensacola,  having  leave  to  that  effect 
from  the  governor. 

"Lieutenant-Colonel  Nicolls  theu  p  oposed  immediately  re-embarking 
the  detachment  for  the  purpose  of  piucceding  to  that  place  :  I  expressed 
a  doubt  that  the  governor  would  allow  them  to  land,  but  the  Lieutenant- 
Colonel's  orders  directing  him  to  assist  the  Spanish  nation,  should  they 
require  it,  which  it  appeared  they  were  about  to  do,  as  they  were  threat- 
ened with  an  attack  from  the  Americans;  I  assented  to  re-embark  the  ma» 
fines  and  proceed  to  that  place ;  acquainting  him  at  the  same  time  with 
my  firm  determination,  in  the  event  of  not  receiving  a  request  from  the 
Governor  to  land  them,  immediately  to  return  to  the  anchorage  off  the 
Apalachicola,  as  I  had  promised  the  Captain-General,  at  the  Havannah, 
not  to  land  on  Spanish  territory  without  being  re(|uested  to  do  so. 

"  On  the  21  St  August  I  left  Apalachicola,  and  arrived  at  this  anchorage 
on  the  23(1 ;  having  fallen  in  with,  off  the  bar,  and  brought  with  me  H. 
M.  sloop  Sophie.  I  fortunately  found  that  a  letter  from  the  governor  had 
been  sent  to  me,  requiring  the  naval  force  might  be  brought  down,  as  he 
was  thrcatcnrd  with  an  attack  by  the  Americans  :  on  the  next  morning  I 
waited  on  the  governor,  when  he  requested  me  to  disembark  the  detach- 
ment, ammunition,  &c.  which  I  immediately  complied  with.  The  fort 
San  .Miguel,  the  only  one  near  the  town,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Nicolls ;  and  the  British  colours  were  hoisted  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Spanish,  which  he  informed  me  was  done  with  the  governor's 
approbation. 

"  You  will  have  received  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nicolls,  the  details 
of  the  previous  proceedings  of  Captain  Woodbine,  and  every  other  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  Indians.  On  the  2!^th  August,  I  directctl  Captain 
Lotkyer  of  II.  M.  sloop  Sophie,  to  proceed  to  Barataria,  (taking  with  him 
an  othcer  belonging  to  the  detachment,  the  bearer  of  letters  from  Lieute- 
nant ('olonel  Nicolls)  to  communicate  with  that  people,  and  in  the  event 
of  his  finding  th«m  disposed  to  co-operate  with  H.  1\I.  forces  against  the 
ntemy,  to  hold  out  tu  them  that  they  should  be  considered  as  BriiiKh  sub- 
jects, and  have  lands  assigned  them  in  H.  IVI.  colonics,  and  to  deliver  to 
them  a  letter  containing  proposals  to  that  effect,  on  the  condition  of  their 
armed  vessels  being  put  into  my  bands  until  the  pleasure  of  the  command- 
er-in-chief should  be  known  •.  Since  we  arrived  here  wc  have  been  com- 
pleting the  s<pia(lron  in  .vater  and  provisions. 


•  Lafitte,  the  commandant  of  the  Baratariun  freebooters,  recciud  with 
^rrPL.  PART  III.  r 
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"  The  Ciiililers  joined  me  on  tho  fith  instant  from  New  Providence,  with 
a  further  supply  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  for  the  Indians,  as  also  a  small 
supply  of  flour  for  the  squadron. 

"  It  bein^  necessary  for  us  to  have  possession  of  the  town  of  Mobile  to 
hold  communication  with  the  very  numerous  tril)e  of  the  Choctaws,  (who 
are  supposed  to  be  friendly  towards  us),  I  have  detcrmiuf  d,  if  found  prac- 
ticable, to  attack  with  the  sijuadron.  Fort  Bowyer,  on  Mobile  Point,  it  ap- 
pearing from  every  respectable  source  that  it  is  a  low  wood  battery  of  lit- 
tle strength,  mounting  at  the  utmost  fourteen  guns  of  small  calibre,  rn 
barbette  ;  though  others  state  the  nund)er  only  at  six ;  the  men  are  ex- 
posed as  low  39  the  knee,  and  there  is  depth  of  water  sufticient  for  the 
squadron  to  anchor  within  pistol-shot  of  their  guns  *.  I  have  also  heard 
that  General  Jackson  has  ordered  it  to  be  re-fortified,  after  having  lately 
dismounted  the  guns  and  sent  them  up  to  the  fort  near  the  town  of  Mo- 
bile. 

"  I  communicated  my  intention  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nicolls,  request- 
ing a  hundred  Indians  might  be  sent  with  me  to  divert  the  fort  on  the  land 
side  :  the  colonel  refused  to  permit  any  to  go  without  himself,  but  volun- 
teered to  proceed  with  a  party  of  about  GO  marines  and  130  Indians  ;  I  shall 
sail  to-morrow  or  next  day,  after  embarking  them,  and  take  with  me  the 
Carron  and  Childcrs,  having  procured  the  best  pilots  at  this  place  for  the 
bar  of  Mobile. 

"  I  have  detained  II.  M.  S.  Carron  for  this  service,  ns  I  have  not  yet  had 
any  intelligence  of  importance  relative  to  the  Indian  nations  to  transmit 
to  you." 

•*  //.  M.  Shop  Sophie,  Pt'iisncula  Dni/,  Srpt.  i;,  1814. 

"  Sir, — You  will  hav  received  u  copy  of  my  letter  of  the  I^th  instant, 
acquainting  you  with  my  intention  to  attack  fort  Bowyer,  on  Mobile 
Point.  It  is  with  the  greatest  regret  that  I  have  to  inform  you  of  our  mis- 
carriage in  that  alfair,  and  of  my  having  been  necessitated  to  destroy  II.  M. 
ship  Hermes.    The  following  is  a  detailed  account  of  my  proceedings. 

*•  Having  embarked  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nicolls  and  his  detachment  of 
marines  and  Indians,  as  stated  in  my  former  letter,  on  the  Uth  instant,  I 
Kfi  this  port  in  company  with  the  (Jarron  and  Childcrs,  ai.d  off  the  en- 
trance of  it,  fell  in  with  II.  M.  sloop  Sophie,  returning  from  Barataria, 
when  I  received  the  enclosed  letter  from  Captain  Lockyer,  acquainting  me 
with  the  ill  success  of  his  mission. 


seeming  acquiescence,  all  the  British  oOicers'  communications,  and  then 
forwarded  them  to  the  (lovernor  of  Louisiana,  to  whom  he  oflorcd  the 
services  of  himself  an<l  his  harJy  band,  in  defending  the  important  point 
of  the  state  of  which  they  had  taken  possession.  Jumet's  Military  (krur- 
rencett,  vol.  ii.  p.  .'141. 

•  The  capture  or  destruction  of  it  will  enable  us  clTcclually  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  trade  of  Luuisiunu,  and  to  starve  Mobile. 
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"  On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  I  landei4  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nioolls, 
with  his  party  and  a  howitzer,  about  9  miles  to  the  east\v;ird  of  fort  Buw- 
yer,  and  proeecded  with  II.  iJ.  ships  off  the  bar,  whieh  we  were  prevent- 
ed from  passinjf,  i>y  contrary  winds,  until  the  afternoon  of  the  lotli,  diir- 
inc;  which  time  the  enemy  had  an  opportunity  of  stren^^thening  themselves, 
which  we  perceived  them  doing,  having  reconnuitred  in  the  boats  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  battery:  I  had  provioiisly  communicated  to  the  ca))tain3 
of  the  s(piadron  the  j)lan  of  attack,  and  at  2-30  v.  m.  on  tiie  above  men- 
tioned day,  having  a  light  breeze  from  the  westward,  I  made  tlie  signal 
for  the  squadron  to  weigli,  and  at  3-10  passed  tiie  bar  in  the  following  line 
of  battle— Hermes,  Sophie,  Ciirron,  (Mulders. 

"  At  4-lfi,  the  fort  commenced  liring,  which  was  not  returned  until  4-30, 
when  lieing  witiun  j)istol-shot  of  it,  1  o|)Ciied  my  broadside,  ami  anclion'd 
by  the  head  and  stern.  At  4-40,  the  Soijiiic  having  gained  her  station  did 
the^ame;  at  this  time  the  wind  having  dii;d  away  and  a  strong  ebb-tide 
made,  notwithstanding  their  utmost  exertions,  Captains  Spencer  and  L'm- 
freville  tinduig  their  siiips  losing  ground,  and  that  tiiey  could  not  possiidy 
be  brought  into  their  appointed  stations  were  induced  to  anchor,  but  too 
far  off  to  be  of  much  assistance  to  the  Hermes  or  Sophie,  against  whom 
the  great  body  of  the  enemy's  fire  was  directed  *.  At  5-.i(),  the  bow- 
spring  being  shot  away,  the  Hermes  swung  with  her  head  to  tlie  fort  and 
grounded,  where  she  lay  exposed  to  a  severe  raking  fire,  unalde  to  return 
it,  except  with  ons  carronadc  and  the  small  ari..'>  in  the  tops.  At  5-40, 
finding  the  ship  floated  forward,  I  ordered  the  small  bower  cable  to  be  cut 
and  the  spanker  to  be  set,  there  bein<r  a  light  wind  to  assist,  with  the  intcu- 
tion  of  bringing  the  larboard  broadside  to  bear,  and  having  succce<led  in 
that  I  let  go  the  best  bower  to  steady  the  ship,  and  recommenced  the 
action. 

"  At6-10,  finding  that  we  made  no  visible  impression  on  the  fort,  having 
lost  a  considerable  number  of  men,  and  being  al)le  only  occasionally  to  fire 
a  few  guns  on  the  larboard  side,  in  consequence  of  the  little  effect  the  light 
wind  had  on  the  ship,  I  cut  the  cables  and  springs,  and  attempted  to  drop 
clear  of  the  fort  with  the  strong  tule  then  running ;  every  sail  having  l)cen 
rendered  unmanageable,  and  all  the  rigging  being  shot  away  ;  in  doing 
which,  unfortunately,  II.  !\|.  .ship  again  grounded  with  her  stern  to  the  fort. 

"  There  being  now  no  possibility  of  returning  an  effective  fire  from  tlie 
Ilcnnes,  I  made  the  signal  No.  2i)'A,  it  having  been  already  arranged 
that  the  storming  parties  destined  to  have  acted  in  conjunction  with  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel  Nicolls,  were  to  assemble  on  board  the  Sophie,  to  put 
themselvei  under  the  oruers  of  Captain  Lockyer.    While  they  were  ak 


•  "  Nor  was  the  fire  of  the  Sophie  of  much  use,  as,  owing  to  the  rot- 
tenness of  her  timbers,  and  her  defective  equipment,  her  carronades 
drew  the  bolts,  or  turned  over,  at  every  fire."  See  J>imes's  Naval  Hint. 
2d  edit.  vol.  vi,  p.  ^i\\). 
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scnil)linff.  Captains  Lockyer  and  Spencer  came  on  board  the  Hermes,  and 
on  my  desirin;^  their  opinion  as  to  the  probable  result  of  an  attempt  to 
escalade  the  fort,  they  both  agreed  that  it  was  impracticable  under  exist- 
injf  circumstances,  at  the  same  time  offerint''  their  services  to  lead  the 
])arty  if  it  should  be  sent.     In  this  opinion  I  coincided  with  them. 

"  The  ship  being  entirely  disabled,  and  there  being  no  possibility  of  re- 
moving her  from  the  position  in  which  she  lay,  I  thought  it  unjustifiable 
to  expose  the  remaining  men  to  the  showers  of  grape  and  langregc.  inces- 
santly poured  in,  and  Captains  Lockyer  and  Spencer,  who  saw  the  state  of 
the  ship,  giving  it  as  their  decided  opinion,  that  she  could  not  by  any 
means  bo  got  oflF,  I  determined  to  destroy  her.  Captain  Lockyer  was 
now  ordered  to  return  to  the  Sophie,  to  send  the  boats  remaining  in  the 
squadron  to  remove  the  wounded  and  other  men,  and  to  weigh ;  at  the 
same  time  the  signal  was  made  for  the  other  ships  to  prepare  to  do  so. 
The  crew  being  removed,  and  seeing  the  rest  of  the  squadron  under  weigh, 
at  7-20,  assisted  by  Mr.  Alfred  IMatthews,  second  Lieutenant  (Mr.  Peter 
Maingy,  first  Lieutenant  having  been  ordered  away  to  take  charge  of  the 
people),  I  performed  the  painful  duty  of  setting  fire  to  H.  M.  ship. 

"  I  then  went  on  board  the  Sophie,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  cross 
the  bar  in  the  night,  anchored  the  squadron  about  1  ^  miles  from  the  fort : 
at  10  p.  M.  I  had  the  melancholy  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  Hermes  blow 
up  in  the  same  spot  in  which  I  left  her. 

"  During  the  night,  the  ships  partly  repaired  the  damages  in  their  rig- 
ging ;  and  at  day-light  I  took  them  out  over  the  bar,  having  previously 
communicated  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  detachment,  and  desired 
that  he  wouhl  fall  back  upon  Bon  Secour. 

"  Although  this  attack  has  thus  unfortunately  failed,  I  should  be  guilty 
of  the  greatest  injustice  did  I  not  inform  you.  Sir,  of  the  high  sense  I  en- 
tertain of  the  intrepidity  and  coolness  displayed  throughout  the  action  by 
the  oflScers,  petty  officers,  and  crew  of  H.  M.  late  ship  Hermes :  from  Mr. 
Peter  Maingy,  the  first  Lieutenant,  I  received  the  greatest  assistance ;  and 
I  beg  to  mention  the  activity  and  good  conthict  of  Mr.  Alfred  Matthews, 
second  Lieutenant;  in  Mr.  Pyne,  Master,  who  fell  early  in  the  action,  the 
service  has  sustained  a  severe  loss.  Lieutenant-('olonel  NicoUs,  having 
been  seriously  ill  on  shore,  had  bcv-u  removed  to  the  Hermes,  and  was  on 
board  during  the  action ;  it  is  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  mention  of  him 
that  he  was  actively  assisting  on  deck,  to  which  post  he  returned  after  a 
severe  wound  which  he  received  in  the  head  had  been  dressed. 

"  It  if  also  my  most  pleasing  duty  to  inform  you.  Sir,  that  I  received 
every  f  ossible  assistance  both  before  and  during  the  action  from  Captains 
Nicholas  Lockyer,  of  the  Sophie  ;  the  Hon.  Robert  Cavendish  Spencer,  of 
the  Carron  ;  and  Captain  John  Hrand  Umfreville,  of  the  Childers,  To  Cap- 
tains Lockyer  and  Spencer  I  am  particularly  indebted  for  their  assistance 
when  on  board  the  Hermes  during  the  action,  and  at  so  anxious  a  moment 
of  it.'  It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  have  to  add,  that  the  captains  of  the 
squadron  have  expressed  their  highest  nppr(»bation  of  the  steady  and  cool 
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conduct  of  their  respective  officers  and  ships'  companies,  who,  together 
with  their  commanders,  had  all  volunteered  for  the  storming  party. 

"  I  also  beg  to  call  your  attention,  Sir,  to  the  aide  conduct  and  profes- 
sional abilities  of  Mr.  James  Wilson,  surgeon  of  the  late  Hermes,  and  of 
the  other  surgeons  of  the  squadron,  who,  under  every  local  disadvantage, 
increased  by  the  total  want  of  medical  assistants,  have  succeeded  beyond 
expectation  with  the  wounded,  of  whom,  and  of  the  killed,  I  regret  having 
such  large  returns  to  make  to  you.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  W.  H.  Percy." 

In  this  very  gallant,  but  unfortunate  attack,  the  Hermes 
had  17,  including  Messrs.  Richard  C.  Pyne  (master),  B.  Hew- 
lett (master's-mate),  and  G.  Thompson  (boatswain),  slain  j  5 
mortally,  2  dangerously,  15,  including  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edward  NicoUs,  severely,  and  3  slightly  wounded :  the  Sophie 
6  killed  and  16  wounded.     Fort  Bowyer,  when  taken  by  the 
Britisli,  in  Feb.  1815,  up  to  which  date  no  additional  guns 
appear  to  have  been  sent  to  it,  mounted  three  long  32-poun- 
ders,  8  twenty-fours,  6  twelves,  5  nines,  one  brass  4-pounder, 
1   mortar,  and   1   howitzer;    its  garrison  consisted  of  375 
cfficers  and  men.     We  should  here  observe,  that  the  chiefs 
cf  the  Creek  nations,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane, 
^ated  May  28,  1814,  had  earnestly  requested  that  officer  to 
land  a  small  body  of  troops ;  declaring,  that  if  he  would  at- 
tack and  take  Mobile,  all  the  Choctaw  Indians,  and  the  rest 
of  the  tribes  in  the  American  service,  would  "join  with  hearts 
and  souls  the  British  cause."    Notwithstanding  this  fact,  Mr. 
James,  in  his  account  of  the  military  occurrences  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  has  thought  proper  to  call  the 
littack  upon  fort  Bowyer  an  "  unadvised"  and  '*  indiscreet" 
proceeding. 

Captain  Percy's  trial  by  court-maitial,  for  the  loss  of  his 
fhip,  took  place  on  board  the  Cydnus  frigate,  off  Cat  island, 
*;ulf  of  Mexico,  Jan.  18,  1815.  Among  the  witnesses  exa- 
lined  were  Captains  Nicholas  Lockyer  and  the  Hon.  R.  C. 
Ppencer,  both  of  whom  deposed  that  they  considered  the 
Attack  justifiable  under  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  the 
#>rcgoing  letter  :  Captain  Spencer  also  declared  that  he  would 
''§  most  certainly  have  done  the  same"  as  Captain  Percy,  had 
^e  commanded  the  squadron.    The  court  having  tielibcrately 
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weighed  and  considered  the  whole  of  the  evidence,    pro- 
nounced : — 

"  That  the  attack  upon  fort  Bowyer,  on  Mobile  Point,  was  perfectly 
Justified  liytiie  circumstances  stated  ;  that  the  conduct  of  the  Hon.  OaptJiiir 
Percy,  in  phicing  his  ship,  was  seaman-like  and  judicious ;  that  she  was 
defended  by  him,  his  officers,  and  crew,  with  the  greatest  jjallantry;  that 
they  used  their  utmost  exertions  to  save  her  after  she  got  aground  ;  that  her 
loss  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  enemy's  shot  having  cut  the  springs  on  her 
cables,  which  exposed  her  to  a  raking  fire  from  the  fort,  that  rendered  it 
impossible  to  persevere  longer  in  the  attack  with  a  probability  of  success ; 
and  that  she  was  not  set  fire  to  until  all  hopes  of  saving  her  were  gone, 
and  then  in  order  to  prevent  her  fulling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy." 

The  court  did,  therefore,  honnrahly  acquit  Captain  Percy, 
his  officers,  and  ship's  company,  of  all  blame  on  that  occasion. 

On  the  9th  March  following.  Captain  Percy  arrived  at  the 
Admiralty,  with  despatches  from  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane, 
reporting  the  defeat  of  the  British  army  before  New  Orleans. 
At  the  general  election  in  1818,  he  was  chosen  M.  P.  for 
Stamford,  co.  Lincoln ;  which  borough  he  continued  to  re- 
present until  1826.  His  brother,  the  Hon.  Josceline  Percy, 
obtained  post  rank  in  1806,  and  now  commands  the  yacht  in 
attendance  upon  their  noble  relative,  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, K.  G.  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 


.4 


1- 


Vil- 


BOOTY  HARVEY,  Esq. 

yt  Companion  of  the  Most  flonouruhlr.  MU'itnry  Order  of  the  Bath. 

This  officer  is  a  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Harvey,  .i 
respectable  farmer  of  WordwcU,  Suffolk,  by  Miss  Pawst'v, 
of  Hawstead,  in  the  same  county.  He  was  born  at  Wordwcll, 
May  4,  1/64 ;  and  entered  the  navy,  under  the  auspices  of 
his  father's  landlord,  Vice-Admiral  the  Earl  of  Bristol,  as 
a  midshipman  on  board  the  Arethusa  frigate,  comnuvnded  by 
Captain  Digby  Dent,  with  whom  he  sailed  for  St.  Helena,  in 
177S«  We  subsequently  find  him  joining  the  Montreal  32, 
(>aptain  Stair  Douglas,  which  frigate,  after  visiting  Quebec, 
was  captured  by  two  French  line-of-battle  ships,  on  tiie  ' 
Mediterranean  station,  in  1779. 

After  the  demise  of  the  Earl  of  Bristol,  Mr.  Harvey  vub 
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patronised  by  his  nephew,  Lord  Hervey,  under  whom  he 
served  in  various  ships  until  the  conclusion  of  the  American 
war*.  During  the  ensuing  peace,  he  was  successively  re- 
ceived on  board  the  Zebra  and  Falcon  sloops,  Captains  Ed- 
M'ard  Pakenham  and  V.  C.  Berkeley,  stationed  in  the  West 
Indies  ;  Unicorn  20,  Captain  Charles  Stirling,  for  a  passage 
home,  after  suffering  shipwreck  in  the  Cyrus  transport ;  Le- 
viathan 74,  Captain  Lord  Mulgrave,  fitting  in  expectation  of 
a  war  with  Spain,  in  1790  ;  and  Assurance  44,  Captain  John 
Shortland,  employed  in  conveying  stores  to  Halifax. 

The  latter  ship  being  paid  off  in  1/92,  and  his  noble  patron 
then  abroad,  Mr.  Harvey  next  entered  on  board  a  West  In- 
diaman,  from  which  he  was  impressed  by  the  Vanguard  74, 
Captain  John  Stanhope,  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities 
against  France,  in  1793.  Having  then  passed  his  examina- 
tion about  three  years,  he  was  immediately  rated  master's 
mate  of  that  ship  ;  and  shortly  afterwards  re(;onnuended  to 
the  notice  of  Sir  John  Jervis,  from  whom  he  received  his  lirst 
commission,  at  the  Leeward  Islands,  in  1794. 

On  this  occasion,  Mr.  Harvey,  who  had  been  removed  from 
the  Vanguard  to  the  Boync,  on  promotion,  was  appointed  to 
the  Ceres  32;  but  that  frigate  having  sailed  for  England,  he 
received  an  order  to  join  the  Vengeance  7^,  l^ro  tempore  ; 
from  which  ship  he  was  landed  with  a  party  of  seamen  to 
co-operate  with  the  British  army  in  Guadaloupo,  after  the 
recapture  of  that  island  by  the  French  forces  under  Victor 
Ungues  f . 

Previous  to  his  return  home  (in  the  Boyne),  Lieutenant 


Harvey  w;\b 


•  The  above  mentioned  Earl  of  Uristol  succeeded  to  that  llllc  on  the 
death  of  his  brotlier,  IMar.  20,  1/75.  He  commanded  a  small  s(|iiadron 
before  Brest,  in  1758;  and  greatly  distinguished  himself,  as  captain  of  the 
Drapon  74,  at  the  reduction  of  Belleisle,  IMartinicpjo,  8t.  liUoiii,  Cirenaila, 
St.  Vincent,  and  the  Ilavannah,  in  17'JI  and  17<>--  In  i7<J7i  he  brought  a 
bill  into  the  House  of  Commons,  for  the  augmentation  of  the  pay  of  naval 
Lieutenants,  which  was  accordingly  increased  one  shilling  ]>cr  tlinn.  He 
was  appointed  a  colotiel  of  marines  in  17^2,  a  lord  of  the  admiralty  iti 
1771,  and  a  flag  olhcer  in  1775.  His  nephew.  Lord  Ilorvey,  commanded 
the  Uaisonablc  64,  at  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  in  17H2. 

t  See  Vol.  I.  Part  H.  note  at  p.  811  ;  and  Vol.  H.  Part  I.  pp.  1 10— 1 1.'^. 
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Harvey  sufTered  a  most  severe  attack  of  yellow  fever  at  An- 
tigua, from  the  effects  of  which  he  did  not  recover  for  a  very 
considerable  period.  His  next  appointment  was  to  the  Salis- 
bury 50,  Captain  William  Mitchell,  and  in  that  ship,  after 
running  along  the  coast  of  Guinea,  he  once  more  proceeded  to 
the  West  Indies,  where  he  again  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
wrecked.  May  13,  1796:  this  disaster  occurred  at  the  Isle  of 
Vache,  from  whence  he  started  in  one  of  her  boats,  with  the 
intelligence  thereof,  for  Jamaica.  On  his  way  thither  he  was 
intercepted  and  disarmed  by  an  enemy's  privateer,  but  al- 
lowed to  proceed  without  any  further  molestation. 

From  Port  Royal,  Lieutenant  Harvey  was  despatched  by 
Captain  Roddam  Home,  of  the  Africa  64,  in  a  schooner,  to 
join  the  commander-in-chief  at  Cape  Nicola  Mole,  St.  Do- 
mingo, where  he  received  an  appointment  to  the  Canada,  a 
third  rate,  in  which  he  served  under  Captains  George  Bowen, 
Thomas  Twysden,  Sir  John  B.  Warren,  and  the  Hon.  Michael 
De  Courcy,  until  about  Nov.  1800  ;  when  he  followed  the 
last  named  officer  but  one  into  the  Renown  74. 

The  Canada  bore  Sir  John  B.  Warren's  broad  pendant  in 
the  action  with  Mons.  Bompard,  off  the  N.  W.  coast  of  Ire- 
land, Oct.  12,  1798 ;  and  formed  part  of  the  expedition  to 
Quiberon,  in  the  summer  of  1800*.  The  manner  in  which 
the  Renown  was  employed,  from  the  time  Lieutenant  Harvey 
joined  her  till  towards  the  latter  end  of  1804,  will  be  seen 
by  reference  to  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  pp.  231 — 233  :  she  returned  to 
England,  from  the  Mediterranean,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Richard  J.  Strachan,  in  the  spring  of  1805. 

We  next  find  the  subject  of  this  memoir  serving  in  the  Bel- 
lona  74,  from  which  ship  he  was  appointed  first  Lieutenant 
of  the  Foudroyant  80,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  John  B.  Warren, 
a  short  time  previous  to  the  capture  of  the  Marengo  and  Belle 
Poule,  by  the  squadron  under  that  officer's  orders  f.  Having 
conducted  the  former  prize  safely  into  port,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Commander,  by  commission  dated  May  20, 
1806. 


*  See  Vol.  I.  Part  1.  pp.  171  and  219,  gt  teq. 
t  See  Vul.  I.  Part  II.  p.  435  et  seq. 
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On  the  evening  of  Dec.  10,  1810,  Captain  Harvey,  then 
commanding  the  Rosario  a  10-gun  brig,  on  the  Dungeness 
station,  fell  in  with  two  French  lugger  privateers,  one  of 
M'hich  came  up  close  to  leeward,  hailed  him  in  very  oppro- 
brious language,  and  threatened  to  sink  him  if  he  did  not  sur- 
render. Suspecting  that  it  was  their  intention  to  board,  and 
knowing  their  superiority  of  sailing,  he  immediately  put  his 
helm  up,  ran  right  alongside  the  nearest,  and  soon  obtained 
possession  of  her  ;  but  in  doing  so,  carried  away  his  jib-boom, 
which  prevented  him  from  capturing  the  other.  The  prize 
proved  to  be  le  Mamelouck,  of  16  guns  and  45  men ;  7  of 
whom  were  wounded  :  2  of  the  Rosario's  crew  were  severely, 
and  3  others  slightly  wounded. 

Avery  spirited  attack,  made  by  Captain  Harvey,  on  a  divi- 
sion of  the  Boulogne  flotilla,  which  ended  in  the  capture  of 
three  brigs  and  driving  two  ashore,  is  thus  described  by  him, 
in  an  official  letter  to  Rear-Admiral  Thomas  Foley,  dated 
Mar.  27,  1812:— 

"At  8-30  A.  M.,  Dieppe  bearing  S.  W.  4  or  5  miles,  we  observed  an 
enemy's  flotilla,  consisting  of  twelve  brijfs  and  one  In^rgcr,  standing  along 
shore,  and  immediately  made  sail  to  cut  off  the  leewardmost.  The  ene- 
my, I)y  signal  from  their  commodore,  formed  into  a  line,  and  severally  en- 
gaged us  as  we  passed ;  hut  upon  luffing  up  to  cut  off  the  sternmost,  the 
whole  bore  up  to  support  her,  and  endeavoured  to  close  with  us.  Finding 
them  thus  determined  to  support  each  other,  and  the  small  force  of  the 
Rosario  not  admitting  my  running  the  risk  of  being  laid  on  hoard  by  seve- 
ral at  once,  I  bore  up  to  a  brig  we  observed  in  the  offing,  which  proved  to 
be  the  Griffon,  and  made  the  signal  for  an  enemy.  The  moment  she  had 
answered,  we  hauled  to  the  wind  ;  and  at  40  minutes  p.  m.  began  to  harass 
the  enemy's  rear,  who  were  then  endeavouring  to  get  into  Dieppe  under 
all  sail :  tucked  and  wore  occasionally  to  close,  receiving  and  returning 
the  fire  of  the  whole  line  each  time.  At  1-30,  being  far  enough  to  wind- 
ward, ran  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy,  and  by  cutting  away  the  running 
"ffffi'ig  of  the  two  nearest,  drove  them  on  board  each  other  :  backed  the 
muin-top-sail,  and  engaged  them  within  musket-shot  till  they  were  clear, 
then  stood  on  and  engaged  another,  whose  main-mast  and  fore-top-maat 
soon  went  by  the  board,  when  she  immediately  anchored ;  passed  her  and 
drove  the  next  in  the  line  on  shore  :  two  more  of  their  line  yet  remained 
to  leeward  $  bore  up  and  ran  the  nearest  one  on  board  (then  not  more  than 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  shore). 

"  So  far  the  Rosario  had  acted  alone,  as  the  Griffon  had  not  yet  arrived 
within  gun-shot :  bore  away  with  prize  beyond  range  of  the  batteries*  and 
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hailed  the  Griffon  (then  passing  under  a  press  of  sail)  to  chase  the  remain« 
ing  brig ;  which  service  she  performed  in  a  very  handsome  manner,  by  run- 
ning her  on  shore  near  St.  Aubin,  under  a  very  lieavy  fire  from  the  land  : 
seeing  no  probability  of  the  (iritlbn  being  able  to  destroy  the  brig,  made 
the  signal  to  attack  the  enemy  in  the  S.  E.,  then  anchoring  close  in  shore. 
In  the  mean  time  we  were  getting  the  prisoners  on  board,  and  repairing 
the  running  rigging,  which  was  much  damaged.     Captain  Trollope,  hav- 
ing  closed  with  the  enemy,  ran  the  Griffon  in  shore  of  one  at  an  anchor 
nearly  in  the  centre,  and  in  the  most  gallant  manner  laid  her  on  board, 
cut  her  cables,  and  stood  out,  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  and  the  whole 
of  the  other  brigs  :  upon  passing  the  Griffon,  I  found  her  too  much  dis- 
abled immediately  to  make  sail  again  to  the  attack  ;  but  being  determined 
to  have  another  (although  we  had  nearly  as  many  prisoners  as  our  own 
sloop's  company),  I  ran  the  dismasted  one  on  board,  which  we  found  the 
enemy  had  deserted,  but  this  circumstance  the  darkness  of  the  night  prevent- 
ed our  being  enabled  previously  to  discover;  at  which  time  the  ren)aining 
seven  of  the  flotilla  were  under  weigh,  getting  into  Dieppe  harbour.     I 
must  beg  leave  to  mention  the  very  able  assistance  I  received  from  the 
exertions  of  my  first  lieutenant,  I\Ir.  James  Shaw,  in  boarding  the  enemy, 
and  during  the  whole  of  the  day,  in  the  arduous  task  of  working  the  brig 
while  engaging:  and  the  conduct  of  tlu  whole  of  the  other  officers  and 
crew  was  such  aa  to  merit  my  warmest  approbation.    We  have  only  one 
petty  officer  and  four  men  wounded  ;  the  officer  is  J\Ir.  Jonathan  Wiildi- 
combe  Dyer,  midshipman,  whose  unremitted  exertions  during  the  action, 
and  activity  in  boarding,  together  with  his  general  good  conduct,  renders  it 
my  duty  to  recommend  him. 

"The  flotilla  we  engaged  is  the  14th  division,  commanded  by  Mons. 
Saizieu,  capitainc  de  vaisseau,  and  commandant  de  division ;  it  sailed  from 
Boulogne  at  10  p.  m.  the  2()th,  and  intended  going  to  Cherbourgh  :  each 
brig  has  three  long  brass  2-l-pounder3  and  an  8-iiich  brass  howitzer,  with 
a  complement  of  50  men.  When  I  consider  this  flotilla,  united  to  batteries 
keeping  up  a  constant  fire  of  both  shot  and  shells,  and  the  very  small  force 
we  had,  I  trust  the  haviug  taken  three,  run  two  on  shore,  and  much  da- 
maged the  others,  will  shew  our  zeal  for  the  public  service,  and  meet  your 
approbation  *." 

On  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  Captain  Harvey  was  re- 
warded with  a  post  commission  for  his  truly  gallant  conduct; 
and  the  midshipman  of  whom  he  makes  such  honorable  men- 
tion, was  also  promoted  f. 


•  The  Rosario  mounted  eight  IS-pouniler  c-arroiiadus  and  2  long  sixes; 
the  Griffon,  fourteen  24-pounder  carronades  and  2  sixes. 

t  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Dyer  was  drowned  in  a  boat  race,  off  the  Eddystu  n 
light-house,  Jan.  2,  1818. 
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From  this  period  Captain  Harvey  remained  uiiemplo5'ed 
till  Sept.  21,  1814,  when  he  received  an  appointment  to  the 
Porcupine  22,  in  which  ship,  however,  he  never  went  to  sea. 
Soon  after  paying  her  off,  he  lost  the  use  of  his  left  side  by 
a  paralytic  attack,  and,  if  we  mistake  not,  he  still  labours 
under  that  heavy  affliction.  He  obtained  the  insignia  of  a 
C.  B.  Dec.  8,  1815  ;  and  the  out  pension  of  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital, Dec.  8,  1823. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Kalford,  and  Son. 


ALEXANDER  RICHARD  MACKENZIE,  Esq. 

Was  born  in  1770 ;  made  a  Commander,  Dec.  28,  1805; 
and  advanced  to  post  rank.  May  9,  1812.  lie  died  near 
Southampton,  Oct.  27,  1825. 


JAMES  PRINGLE,  Esq. 

Son  of  James  Pringle,  of  Torwoodlee,  Melrose,  N.  B.  Esq. 
He  received  his  first  commission  Mar.  0,  1804 ;  obtained 
the  rank  of  Commander,  Oct.  9,  1805 ;  and  was  made  a  Post- 
Captain,  June  1,  1812.  We  first  find  him  commanding  the 
Sparrowhawk  brig,  in  which  he  captured  the  following  French 
privateers  : — I'Esperance,  14  guns  and  54  men,  off  Cher- 
bourgh,  Jan.  12, 1809  ;  I'lntrepide,  6  guns  47  men,  off  Mar- 
seilles, June  19,  i810j  and  I'luvincible,  2  guns  33  men,  off 
Malaga,  Nov.  6,  1811. 

The  Sparrowhawk  had  1  man  killed,  and  an  officer  and  2 
men  wounded,  in  the  disastrous  affiiir  at  Palamos,  Dec.  13, 
1810;  on  which  occasion,  says  the  senior  officer,  "nothing 
could  exceed  the  good  conduct  of  Captain  Pringle,  both  in 
the  landing  and  withdrawing  the  men  *.'*  She  was  after- 
wards very  actively  employed  on  the  coasts  of  Valencia  and 
Tarragona,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  (now  Sir  Edward) 
Codrington. 

On  the  I9th  Jan.  1812,  Captain  Pringle  was  taken  prisoner 


See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  p.  843. 
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by  a  party  of  the  enemy's  dragoons,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Tarragona ;  but  he  appears  to  have  been  very  soon  liberated 
by  the  Baron  d'Eroles,  then  commanding  a  division  of  the 
Catalan  army.  During  his  short  captivity,  he  witnessed  the 
defeat  of  800  French  infantry,  advantageously  posted  behind 
tlie  walls  of  Villa  Suca. 
Agent. — Sir  F.  M.  Ommanney. 


RICHARD  PLUMMER  DA  VIES,  Esq. 

Served  under  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan,  in  the  Ciesar  80, 
at  the  capture  of  four  French  line-of-battle  ships,  Nov.  4, 
1805;  received  a  lieutenant's  commission  on  the  24th  of  the 
following  month;  was  made  commander,  April  11,  1809; 
and  advanced  to  post  rank,  June  19,  1812. 

Captain  Davies  commanded  a  division  of  gun-boats  dur- 
ing the  Walcheren  expedition,  in  1H09;  and  subsequently 
the  Bra/en  sloop,  and  Garland  of  22  guns. 


GEORGE  WYNDHAM,  Esq. 

Eldest  son  of  the  late  Hon.  F.  W^.  Wyndham  (brother  to 
the  Earl  of  Egremont),  by  the  lion.  Miss  Harford,  daughter 
of  the  last  Lord  Baltimore,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

This  officer  was  born  Aug.  30,  17H5 ;  made  lieutenant 
July  7,  1806;  commander,  April  30,  1810;  appointed  to  the 
Ilawke  brig,  on  the  Cherbourgh  station,  in  Aug.  1811*; 
and  posted,  July  3,  1812.  He  subsecjuently  commanded  the 
Bristol  troop-ship,  on  the  Mediterranean  station. 

Captain  Wyndham  married,  Nov.  H,  1820,  Jane,  third 
da\ighter  of  the  Reverend  William  Roberts,  Vice-Provost  of 
Eton  College ;  and  sister  to  C^aptain  John  Walter  Roberts, 
R.N. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


*  Sec  Cuptaia  David  riucE. 
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HENRY  WEIR,  Esq. 

When  a  lieutemmt,  successively  commanded  the  Phciinix 
hired  lugger,  Monkey  and  Ferreter  gun- brigs,  and  Alban 
cutter.  The  Ferreter  was  captured  in  the  river  Ems,  by 
seven  Dutch  gun-boats,  after  a  severe  night  action,  in  which 
many  of  her  crew  were  killed,  Mar.  31,  ISO7.  His  appoint- 
ment to  the  Alban  took  place  about  Nov.  following,  and  he 
continued  ;:i  her  until  promoted  to  the  ommund  of  the  Ca- 
lypso, a  fine  18-gun  brig,  June  28,  1810.  On  the  14th  June, 
1811,  he  captured  a  Danish  privateer  of  10  guns,  and  destroy- 
ed another  of  the  same  description,  on  the  coast  of  Jutland. 
The  gallant  action  for  which  he  was  advanced  to  post  rank, 
(July  22,  1812),  has  been  fully  described  at  p.  3.'^,  et  seq. 

Captain  Weir's  last  appointment  was,  Jan.  12,  18M,  to 
the  Thais  of  20  guns,  in  which  ship  he  served  for  some  time 
on  the  East  India  station. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


.% 
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AUGUSTUS  WILLIAM  JAMES  CLIFFORD,  Esq. 

y/  Companion  of  the  Most  Honnrnhlc  MUittiry  Order  of  the  Ihtth. 

This  ofticer  entered  the  navy,  in  May,  18(K>,  under  tiic 
auspices  of  Earl  Spencer,  then  presiding  at  the  Admiralty  ; 
and  was  placed  by  his  lordship  in  the  Ville  de  Paris  1 10, 
bearing  the  flag  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Channel  licet,  where  he  continued,  under  that  veteran 
and  his  higldy  distinguished  s\iccessor,  the  Hon  Admiral 
Cornwallis,  until  the  peace  of  Amiens, 

Mr.  Clifford  was  then  removed  to  the  Argo  44,  fitting  for 
the  broad  pendant  of  Commodore  (now  Sir  lienjamin)  llal- 
lowell,  in  which  ship  he  visited  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  as- 
sisted at  the  reduction  of  St.  Lucia  and  Tobago  *.  In  I80'», 
he  accompanied  the  same  gallant  oflicer  into  the  Tigre  SO  ; 
and  was  conse<pjently  one  of  Lord  Nelson's  followers  when 


•  See  Vol.  I   Part  II  p.  48 1. 
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that  great  cointnandor  went  to  the  West  Indies,  hi  pursuit  of 
the  enemies'  eoinliined  b(|u;u!rons,  under  INIons,  ViUeneuve*. 
His  first  ecnnniission,  ajiixjintiiiii;  him  lieutenant  of  the  Tij^'re, 
bears  date  June  25,  180(5. 

The  reduction  of  Alexandria  in  1807,  an  1  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  a  French  convoy,  from  Toidon  bound  to  Har- 
celotia,  Nov.  1,  18()i),  have  been  recorded  in  our  memoir  of 
Sir  Benjamin  Hallowcll,  under  whom  Lieutenant  Clillord 
served  on  shore,  as  uiil-de-camp,  during  the  whole  of  the 
operations  in  Egypt.  On  the  latter  brilhmt  occasion,  he 
commanded  a  boat  under  t!ic  orders  of  Lieutenant,  now  Cap- 
tain, John  Tailour.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Com- 
mander, in  the  Philomel  hrig,  on  tlie  Mediterranean  station, 
Feb.  1811. 

In  June  following.  Captain  ClifTord  assisted  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  10  large  armed  feluccas,  on  the  beacli  near  Cetraro, 
in  the  gulf  of  Policastro,  where  they  were  taken  possession 
of,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  by  a  detachment  landed 
from  the  Thames  and  Ceplialus,  but  obliged  to  be  burnt,  in 
consequence  of  the  utter  impracticability  of  getting  them 
afloat.  Ihe  oflieial  report  of  this  dashing  exploit  will  be 
found  at  p.  192  of  Suppl.  Part  L 

On  the  '1th  of  the  ensuing  month,  Captain  ClilYord  joined 
company  with  the  Unite  frigate,  just  alter  the  return  of  her 
boats  with  a  French  brig  cut  out  from  Porto  llercole.  Pro- 
ceeding along  the  Uonian  coast,  several  vessels  were  disco- 
vered at  anchor  under  a  battery  '  etween  Civita  Vecchia  and 
the  mouth  of  tht  Tiber  :  the  manner  in  which  they  were  dia- 
posed  of  is  thus  described  by  the  senior  ollicer  : — 

"  Ca|)taiii  Clitl'onl,  in  a  uiml  ItandHoinc  rnuiincr,  instniitly  ofTercd  to  Iciul 
into  the  luichoru^o,  and  to  hcail  tim  liouts  in  pcrtoriiiiii';  any  Hcrvicc  uhirlt 
O^ifht  appear  to  ine  prarticaliK'.  I  tliorcforc  dircctud  liiin  to  anchor  llit* 
OiphaliiM  as  ni'ar  the  liultcry  and  vessids  as  possilde,  a'ld  l(»  point  out  llu- 
aoiindin)(H  l>y  *\^i\n\ ;  a  service  he  performed  in  a  very  masterly  style,  hrinju;- 
iiij^  his  sloop  up  vvitiiin  the  ruiiKe  of  ^rapc,  imdcr  u  heavy  ftrc  from  4  nine 
and  tix-ponndcrs.  The  I'nitd  hein^  anchored  !«liorlly  after  in  four  fatl'Mn:^' 
water,  the  enemy  were  (ptit-ivly  driven  from  their  ^wm,  and  the  Itoats  nent 
tu  Captaiit  Cliflurd  under  tlio»e  oilicers  who  hed  di»tin<{uithed  Ibcmtclvci 


•  See  Vol.  I.  I'urt  II  [t.  HSO  vHrq. 
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in  the  moniing*.  Tlircc  vcs!>l'1s  (the  others  provinjj  fishinjj-boats)  were 
brought  out  under  a  severe  lire  of  musketry  froui  their  crews,  iiixl  the 
soldiers  coMeetcd  ou  a  Iieii;ht  iiliove  tliem,  with  tiit*  same  gnat  j;(iod  for- 
tune wliieh  liad  attcndi'd  our  previous  enterprise  ;  tlic  only  person  hurt 
l)L'iiifif  IVIr.  Simon,  master  of  the  ("cphalii^^,  wli.)  was  sliL'litly  wounded  in 
the  face,  by  ii  ijrripp  shot,  while  brin^iin;?  the  sloop  to  an  anchor. 

"To  Captain  ClitVord  I  feel  much  indebted  for  his  i;alUiMtry  and  a!)Ie 
Rssistancc  :  be  sjjeaks  in  liiirh  terms  of  bis  own  oflicers  and  men,  as  well 
as  those  from  this  sliip  who  v»cre  employed  tuider  him. 

(SiiTlied)  '*  I^.  H.  ('MAMnEKIiAVMK.'* 

Tlic  vessels  taken  on  this  occasion  were,  la  Vi:;ilaMte 
Cfuardu-costa,  mounting  oiiO  O-potnidcr,  and  rowing  MO  oars  ; 
and  two  settees,  deeply  laden  with  h!iip-tind)er.  The  par- 
ticulars of  a  vei'v  Important  service  sid)sefpiently  performed 
by  the  Thames  and  Cephalns,  at  l*orto  del  Infrischi,  on  the 
coast  of  Calahiia,  are  detailed  in  an  official  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Charles  Napier  to  Kear-Admiral  I^oyles,  dated  .Inly 
21,  1811,  a  copy  ot  which  is  given  tit  p.  2  cl  scg.  of  Snppl. 
l^lrt  II. 

The  following  letter,  and  Its  enclosure,  were  shortly  after 
received  by  Captain  ClilVord  : — 

"//.  .1/.  S.  'rh,>m"s,  Pah-rmo  Haj/,  .////•/  2-^,  l^II. 
"Sir, — I  enclose  yon  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  liave  received  from  U.-ir- 
Admiral  Iloyles,  rettirninjj  !ii>  thanks  to  the  ollicers  and  crews  employed 
on  the  bUe  expctlition,  wbicli  I  have  to  re<|uest  you  will  communicute  to 
the  oflicers  and  ship's  company  under  your  ctunmand ;  and  allow  me.  Sir, 
at  the  same  time,  to  convey  to  you  the  very  high  sense  I  have  uf  the  activi- 
ty and  discipline  uf  the  Cephalns.     I  am,  &:c. 

(Signed;  "Chas.  Nai'ikh." 

"  CHj)i,iin  Cilford—Ccphaliin:* 

KNCLOSrUK. 

"  Ciinojtiis,  Pnltrmit  /ttii/,  Juf>i  'JM. 
"  Sir, — 1  have  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  'J  1st  instant  which  I  be;r 
vO  ackiiowledire,  and  to  return  my  warmest  congratulations  to  yourself  and 
that  aspiring  youn<^'  officer  Captain  (Milford,  and  all  the  gallant  ollieerit  ^iiid 
men  of  the  Thames  and  Cephalns,  who  liavi*  in  this  brilliatit  and  instarAu- 
neons  attack  of  the  enemy's  convoy  »o  completely  crowned  with  sncceis 
your  oflicer-likc  conduct. 
I  will  take  care  your  letter  shall,  without  a  moment's  delay,  be  trans- 
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•  I/icuienant  Joseph  \V!Uiam  Crubb ;  Messrs.  Michael  Owyer  and 
Heury  Collins,  master's.mates ;  Mr.  Duncan  Hutchinson,  midshipman; 
aud  Ltcutcnaiit  George  Victor,  11.  M. 
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inittcd  to  the  coinntaixler-iii-clnef,  who  will  pay  ull  due  attention  to  your 
reconiinendutions,  as  no  officer  in  his  Majesty's  service  is  hettcr  aide  to 
appreciate  the  ijallant  deeds  of  brave  men.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  Chas.  Boyles." 

"  Captain  Xtpicr — Tfiames." 

Towixnh  the  end  of  September,  1811,  Captain  Clifford 
sailed  from  Palermo  for  England,  having  embarked  Lord  Wil- 
liam Ik'ntinck,  the  British  minister  and  military  commander- 
in-chief,  who,  finding  it  expedient  to  return  home,  almost 
immediately  after  his  first  arrival  at  the  Sicilian  court,  had 
made  a  special  application  for  the  Cephalus  to  convey  him. 

After  docking  and  refitting  his  brig,  at  Portsnu)uth,  Cap- 
tain Cliftord  returned  to  the  coast  of  Italy,  whei?  he  was 
again  very  actively  employed  until  advanced  to  post  rank, 
Jidy  23,  1812  ;  previous  to  which,  the  Cephalus,  in  company 
with  the  Euryalus  frigate  and  Pilot  brig,  had  made  an  at- 
tempt to  destroy  a  convoy  and  some  land  batteries,  but  failed 
after  being  warmly  engaged  for  five  hours,  during  which  she 
sustained  a  loss  of  1  lieutenant  (Jenkins)  killed,  and  19  men 
wounded,  besides  suffering  considerably  in  her  masts  and 
rigging. 

Having  thus  distinguished  himself  in  the  command  of  a 
sloop  of  war,  Captain  Clifford  returned  to  England,  via  Lis- 
bon, bearing  despatches  from  Lord  William  Hentinck,  with 
which  he  arrived  in  London  at  the  close  of  1811.  From  that 
period,  we  find  no  mention  of  him  (except  hh  marriage)  un- 
til Aug.  23d  1814,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  Bonne 
Citoyemie  of  20  guns,  employed  on  the  Irish  station.  His 
next  appointment  was,  Oct.  22,  1821,  to  the  Euryalus  42, 
in  Avhich  frigate  he  sailed  from  St.  Helen's,  with  W.  R. 
Hamilton,  Escj.  British  Ambassador  to  the  Neapolitan  court, 
Feb.  21,  1822. 

Captain  Clifford  was  nominated  a  C.  B.  Dec.  8,  ISl.'i; 
elected  M.  P.  for  Bandon-Bridge,  co.  Cork,  in  1818;  and 
chosen  to  represent  Dungarvon,  co.  Waterford,  in  1820. 
Previous  to  his  sailing  for  the  Mediterranean,  he  publi>hed 
an  address  to  his  constituents,  ac((uaint)ng  them  that  he  had 
formed  a  resolution  to  retire  from  parliament,  while  engaged 
in  the  active  duties  of  his  profession. 

It  is  very  seldom  tluit  we  meet  M'ith  an  article  in  any  of 
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the  American  papers  calculated  to  afford  us  so  much  gratifi- 
cation as  the  following,  taken  from  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer of  Mar.  23,  1 825  :— 

"  Captain  P.  R.  Giiiff,  of  tlie  brig  Chakles  and  Ellen,  of  Boston,  with 
the  presidents  of  the  t\,o  Boston  insurance  companies,  have  publicly  made 
acknowledgments,  and  returned  thanks,  for  the  generous  aid  received  from 
Captain' Clifford,  of  the  British  frigate  Euryalus,  his  officers  and  men,  for 
assistance  rendered  to  the  Charles  and  Ellen,  when  in  distress  at  the  island 
of  Milo,  in  the  Mediterranean.  For  this  purpose.  Captain  Clifford  detain- 
ed his  ship  for  seven  days,  and  the  whole  of  the  time  from  /O  to  80  men, 
belonging  to  the  frigate,  were  employed  in  repairing  the  brig.  The  know- 
ledge of  such  acts  of  national  civility  and  kindness  should  be  more  exten- 
sively diffused  than  common  acknowledgments  of  service  rendered,  and  wc 
have  pleasure  in  lending  our  aid  to  give  further  publicity  to  this  act  of 
amity  and  good  feeling." 

Captain  Clifford  was  put  out  of  commission  in  May,  1825, 
at  whicli  period  a  paragraph  to  the  following  effect  appeared 
in  one  of  the  LtMidon  papers  : — 

"  H.  M.  S.  Euryalus  was  paid  off,  at  Deptford,  on  Monday,  the  eighth 
day  afttr  her  arrival  at  that  place.  The  regularity  and  good  order  observ- 
ed by  her  crew  ciiialied  the  rapidity  with  which  the  laborious  duties  and 
paying  off  were  discharged.  On  the  day  previous,  the  officers  gave  a  din- 
ner to  Captain  Clifford,  in  testimony  of  their  high  esteem  and  respectful 
fj^ard.  On  (juitting  the  ship,  the  crew  requested  permission  to  cheer 
their  captain  and  first  lieutenant  •,  as  a  mark  of  gratitude  for  the  kind 
treatment  they  had  experienced  while  under  Captain  Clifford's  command. 
The  Euryalus  has  been  absent  from  England  tipwards  of  three  years,  and 
has  returned  without  losing  a  man  by  d  scrtion.  We  understand  that  a 
collection,  under  the  patronage  of  Captain  Clifford,  was  made  for  that 
most  excellent  institution,  •  the  Seamen's  floating  hospital,'  to  which  both 
olficers  and  crew  contributed." 

On  tie  27th  May,  1826,  Captain  Clifford  was  appointed  to 
the  Herald  yacht,  in  which  he  attended  upon  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  during  that  nobleman's  splendid  embassy  to 
Russia.  The  subjoined  is  a  correct  account  of  the  magnift- 
con.  entertainment  given  by  his  Grace  in  honor  of  the  coro- 
r.as'on  of  his  present  Imperial  Majesty  : — 

"  Moscoit,  Sept.  11  C23),  IR^'J.— Although  three  weeks  have  elapsed 
since  the  coronation,  we  arc  still  in  the  midst  of  revelry  and  rejoicing,  and 
fetes  and  baits  follow  oue  anolhei  in  (juick  succession.    There  was  one 


•  Now  Commander  Thomas  Hastinos. 
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given  last  niglit  by  our  anil)a8sa(1or  extraordinary,  the  Dulcc  of  Devonshire, 
wtiicli,  for  splendour  and  effect,  has  surpassed  all  the  others. 

"  The  night  was  cloudy,  and  favoral)le  to  the  advantageous  display  of 
the  brilliant  illumination  which  lighted  up  the  side  and  front  of  the  mag- 
nificent house  where  his  Grace  resides. — So  great  was  the  blaze  of  light 
that  the  whole  of  the  dark  horizon  over  a  third  of  Moscow  was  made  visi- 
ble, and  this  was  produced  without  there  being  any  overabundant  quantity 
of  lamps,  for  there  were  none  too  many,  and  all  harmonized  and  contri- 
buted  to  the  g* TiCral  effect.  Indeed,  this  was  the  great  merit  of  the  whole 
of  the  decorations  and  ornaments,  both  inside  and  out ;  there  was  nothing 
too  much — nothing  overcharged  :  all  was  in  keeping,  if  I  may  so  speak, 
and  as  it  should  be. 

"  The  west  end  of  the  house  can  be  seen  well  from  the  Kremlin,  and  other 
elevated  spots  in  the  city,  and  tlils,  accordingly,  was  the  part  the  most  illu- 
minated, and  the  initials  of  the  King  of  England,  were  placed  in  a  con- 
spicuous part  of  the  building. 

"On  entering,  and  mounting  the  stairs,  the  eye  met,  above  the  first  land- 
ing j)lace,  a  well  e.xecuted  transparency,  with  the  initials  of  the  Emperor 
and  Empress.  Then,  proceeding  onwards,  you  found  lodged  in  the  ante- 
room the  upper  servants  of  the  Duke,  in  their  rich  state  livery  of  blue 
and  gold  ;  and  on  passing  thro'  them,  you  arrived  at  the  door,  from  whence 
stood,  in  two  irregular  lines,  all  the  aUac/u^s  of  the  embassy,  leading  up 
to  his  Grace,  who,  in  a  splendid  uniform,  stood  thereto  receive  his  guests. 
The  people  about  him  formed  rather  a  striking  coup  d'ceil.  Men  of  all 
nations,  statesmen  and  warriors  in  every  variety  of  uniform,  bedecked  wi>h 
•tars,  and  all  the  insignia  of  military  honours,  many  of  them  bravely  won, 
M'hile  Russian  courtiers,  chamberlains,  and  senator.'^,  glittered  in  all  the 
dazzling  pump  which  gaudily  embroidered  coats,  with  gold  and  silver,  and 
ribbons  and  crosses,  *  the  cheap  reward  of  Kings,*  could  confer.  There 
was  Munnont  in  his  field-marshals  uniform,  wearing  all  his  well  merited 
orders  and  stars,  with  his  staff  and  aides-de-camp,  in  all  the  showy  varie- 
ty of  the  French  uniform ;  the  Prince  of  Hesse  Hoinberg,  the  Austrian 
ambassador  extraordinary,  in  the  uniform  of  his  country.  In  short,  the 
representatives  of  all  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe,  with  the  American 
minister,  and  the  envoys  from  Georgia,  Persia,  and  other  countries  of  the 
East,  who,  in  their  Asiatic  costumes,  served  to  complete  the  variegated  and 
brilliant  assemblage. 

"  About  nine  o'clock  notice  was  given  of  the  approach  of  the  imperial 
family,  when  his  Grace,  accompanied  by  all  his  suite,  descended  to  receive 
them.  The  Emperor  wore  a  scarlet  uniform,  the  eveniu.  dress  of  the  regiment 
of  chevaliers  gardes  j  the  Empress  (led  in  by  the  Duke)  a  robe  of  crimson  co- 
loured silk,  richly  ornamented  with  diamonds  and  pearls.  She  had  a  necklace 
of  diamonds,  with  a  row  across  the  shoulders,  of  superior  size  and  beauty, 
most  of  them  appearing  half-an-inch  in  diameter,  while  strings  of  them  of 
inferior  magnitude  were  entwined  among  her  hair.  She  looked  extremely 
well,  und,  throughout  the  evening,  was  all  cundcsccnsiou  and  amiablcncss. 
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secintnfif  highly  to  enjoy  the  animated  scene.  Then  came  the  Grand 
Duchess,  with  her  husband  Michael,  the  brother  of  the  Emperor.  She 
was  in  white,  with  a  great  many  gems  set  in  diamonds,  and  had  her  usual 
an  U  look,  and  playful,  intelligent  smile. 

•'  The  music  now  struck  up,  and  the  Duke  led  the  Empress  in  a  polonaise, 
followed  by  the  Emperor  and  all  the  most  distinguished  persons,  through 
the  suite  of  apartments  into  the  ball  room.  Here  all  was  arranged  tvith 
elegance  and  good  taste.  This  room,  about  sixty  feet  long  and  fifty  ia 
breadth,  was  lighted  up  in  the  centre  by  aome  two  or  three  hundred  wax 
lights,  placed  in  a  iiingle  row,  in  a  circular  chandelier  covered  with  roses, 
and  suspended  from  the  lofty  ceiling  with  airy  lightness,  and  almost  by  im- 
perceptible means ;  while  round  the  sides,  and  in  each  corner,  were  chan- 
deliers, giving  forth  a  mass  of  light  that  was  reflected  from  the  walls,  which 
were  of  a  white  colour,  like  polished  marble.  The  eye  rested  with  pleasure 
on  the  tastefully  simple  ornaments  of  these  walls.  On  one  side  was  the 
united  initials  of  the  Emperor  and  Empress,  formed  by  a  wreath  of  red  roses  ; 
on  the  opposite  wall  was  traced  in  rc<ses  the  letter  G.  with  the  number  IV., 
giving  the  initials  of  our  own  illustrioLs  sovereign  ;  and  on  the  third  wall, 
the  letters  N.  and  A.  detached,  shewed  the  separate  initials  of  the  Impe- 
rial visitors.  A  wide  open  space  betwe>>n  columns  led  into  an  additioniil 
room.  A  temporary  building,  the  sides  of  which  were  covered  with  a  light 
red  coloured  drapery,  intermingled  with  white,  tastefully  arranged,  and 
festoons  of  red  roses  over  a  white  ground,  ran  round  and  adorned  the  co- 
lumns. At  the  extreme  end  of  the  ball  room,  yet  distinctly  visible  from 
all  parts,  a  recess  was  formed,  where  wa«  placed  a  full  length  portrait  of 
the  Emperor,  in  his  imperial  robes,  painted  l.y  Dawe,  the  English  artist, 
and  an  excellent  likiMiess.  The  unexpected  sight  of  this  picture  was  ((uite 
aomp  de  theatre  It  was  known  to  few  that  the  artist  had  been  employed 
by  his  Grace,  and  the  Russian  nubility  were  wholly  unprepared  for  the 
view  of  this  portrait  of  their  Czar,  the  first,  and  the  only  one  they  could 
see  of  him  in  his  imperial  drees.  Their  surprise  and  admiration  was  un- 
bounded. "  Quelle  gallantcrie  !  quell  bon  gout  V*  exclaimed  the  women; 
while  the  adroit  and  respectful  courtiers  expressed  their  approbation  in 
tolerably  audible  whispers.  Certainly  nothing  could  have  been  better 
imagined.     It  was  the  prettiest  compliment  that  could  have  l>ecn  paid. 

"Quadrilles  and  waltzes  fullowcd.  In  the  former  the  Empress  danced 
with  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  having  for  their  vis-h-vit  the  Grand  Duchess 
and  Prince  Charles  of  Prussia,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  the  sup- 
per room  was  thrown  open,  a  long  and  spacious  gallery,  where  upwards  of 
500  persons  sat  down  at  once  to  supper.  There  wer^  three  rows  of  ta- 
bles, over  which  some  thousand  tapers  shed  a  brilliant  light,  besides  a 
separate  one,  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  for  the  imperial  family,  with  some 
of  tht  first  ladies  of  the  court,  and  the  principal  foreign  ambassadors. 
This  table  was  placed  on  an  elevation,  a  few  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
floor,  at  the  end  of  the  guiiery,  in  a  kind  of  alcove,  richly  and  tastefully 
bung  round  with  a  drapery  of  crimson  and  green  silks. — From  her  scat,  at 
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the  centre,  the  Empress  could  command  a  view  of  all  the  other  tables, 
with  their  decorations,  and  the  superbly  dressed  persons  seated  there,  in 
long  and  beautiful  perspective.  Thu  most  magnificent  part  of  these  decora- 
tions, assuredly,  was  the  gold  and  silver  plate  belonging  to  his  Grace,  which, 
for  massiveness  and  beauty,  is  here  altogether  unrivalled.  The  Russians 
were  particularly  struck  with  this  patrician  treasure,  as  the  accumulated 
wealth  of  many  generations.  It  is  needless  to  say,  that  the  supper  was 
all  that  could  please  tlie  eye  and  tempt  the  appetite,  with  all  kinds  of  wine 
in  unlimited  abundance.  The  Emperor  himself  never  sits  down  to  supper, 
and  he  stood  near  the  table  of  the  Empress,  conversing  in  the  most  atfa- 
blc  and  familiar  manner  with  those  about  him.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire 
with  his  attnche's  also  stood  all  the  time. 

"After  this  splendid  entertainment,  the  dancing  recommenced  with  fresh 
spirit,  and  the  Emperor  and  Empress  did  not  depart  till  three  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  Grand  Duke  Michael  and  the  Grand  Duchess  remained  half 
an  hour  later.  At  five  o'clock  a  second  supper,  or  rather  breakfast  was 
served,  even  after  which,  I  understand,  the  unweaiied  votaries  renewed  the 
dance,  Prince  (Jharlcti,  with  his  vivacity  and  amiability,  being  the  chief 
promoter  ;  and  the  gay  revels  did  not  close  till  near  seven  this  morning. 

"Besides  the  attnclit's  of  the  Duke's  embassy.  Lord  Morpeth,  Lord  W- 
Russell,  Mr.  Fane,  Mr.  Gro^venor,  Mr.  Townshend,  Capt.  Clifford,  R.  N., 
Mr.  Cavendish,  and  Sir  Alexander  Mallet,  there  were  present  of  our  coun- 
trymen, Rlr.  Disbrowe,  with  Mr.  Jerningham,  and  Mr.  Kennedy,  and  the 
Lord  Viscount  Stormont,  Lord  Wm.  Montague,  Hon.  Mr.  Talbot,  two 
Generals,  Sir  P.  Belson  and  Swaine,  with  four  or  five  more  Englishmen,  of 
whom  I  chanced  to  be  one.  There  was  one  of  the  Duke's  suite,  the  Hon. 
Robert  Dundas,  who,  although  recovering  fast  from  a  severe  illness,  was 
not  yet  strong  enough,  it  appeared,  to  join  the  festivity. 

"The  politician  should  approve  of  this  fete,  for  it  was  admirably  well 
calculated  to  please  and  gratify  the  Russians,  and  they  are  loud  and  unani< 
mous  in  its  praise.  It  was  much  superior  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  given 
at  Paris,  after  the  French  coronation,  for  we  had  here  such  a  variety  uf  cos- 
tume and  splendid  uniforms  among  the  men,  and  such  a  prodigious  dispby 
of  diamonds,  precious  stones,  and  eleganl  dresses  among  the  ladies,  that 
the  Parisians  were  assuredly  outdoiie." 

The  pomp  and  ir  pgiiificence  of  the  above  scene  must  have 
almost  realized  the  fairy  illusions  of  oriental  romance.  The 
noble  Duke,  indeed,  did  ample  justice  to  the  wealtli  and  dig- 
nity of  the  country  he  was  sent  to  represent.  It  is  said,  that 
the  splendour  which  he  thus  threw  around  his  mission^  cost 
him  a  sum  little  less,  if  any,  than  60,000/. 

On  the  11th  Aug.  1H27,  Captain  Clifford  was  appointed 
to  the  Undaunted  40,  for  the  express  purpose  of  conveying 
Lord  William  Hentinck,  the  new  Governor-CJoncral,  to  India i 
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and  while  he  was  fitting  her  out,  H.  ll.  H.  the  Lord  High 
Admiral  presented  him  with  a  handsome  uniform  sword,  "  as 
a  proof  of  his  regard,"  and  "  in  commemoration  of  his  offi- 
cial visit  to  Chatham  and  Sheerness,"  on  which  occasion  he 
had  the  honor  of  attending  upon  that  illustrious  personage,  as 
liis  captain,  in  the  absence  of  Sir  William  Hoste. 

On  her  arrival  at  Portsmouth,  the  Undaunted  hoisted 
the  flag  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  who  sailed  from  thence 
with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to  Plymouth,  but  was 
obliged  to  put  back  in  consequence  of  strong  S.  W.  winds. 
Her  captain  shortly  afterwards  received  a  letter  from  the  pri- 
vate secretary  to  his  Royal  Highness,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  extract : — 

"Devonport,  Dec.2\,  1827- 

"iMy  dear  Clifford, — I  am  commanded  by  H.  R.  H.  the  Lord  High  Ad- 
miral to  communicate  to  you  his  intention  of  presenting  yon  with  a  piece 
of  plate,  of  the  value  of  Fifty  Pounds,  as  a  mark  of  the  satisfaction  hi8 
Royal  Highness  experienced  at  the  manner  in  which  you  received  him  on 
board  the  Undaunted,  during  his  late  cruise  in  that  ship     •••••. 

(Signed)  "  RoMT,  C.  Spenceh." 

The  Undaunted  anchored  in  Diamond  harbour,  July  1, 
1828;  and  from  thence  Captain  Clifford  accompanied  the 
Governor-General  to  Calcutta,  after  leaving  which  city  he  re- 
ceived a  very  gratifying  epistle  from  his  lordship,  of  which 
the  subjoined  is  a  copy  : — 

"  Calcutta,  Aug.  13,  1828. 

"My  dear  Captain  Clifford, — I  cannot  allow  you  to  leave  us  finally  with- 
out otl'ering  to  you,  and  to  all  the  olFiccrs  and  ship's  company  of  the  Un- 
daunted, on  Lady  William's  part,  as  well  as  my  own,  our  warmest  thanks 
for  tlie  kindness  we  have  received,  and  for  the  cordial  manner  in  which 
every  wish  of  ours  liiis  heen  unifornily  executed. 

"  It  would  seem  hardly  possiltle,  that  I  could  have  to  ask  of  you  an  ad- 
ditional favor ;  Itut  havinj^' received  Lieutenant  Forster's  complete  acqui- 
escence, I  have  now  to  express  the  gratification  we  shall  feel  by  your  for- 
Sivcness  of  the  two  men  who  were  under  confinement  for  future  trial  when 
W'  left  the  ship.  I  do  not  found  my  request  upon  slightly  appreciating  the 
crimes  of  which  they  arc  guilty,  for  I  have  always  been  a  decided  advocate 
for  strict  discipline  and  subordination  ;  but  having  had  many  occasions  of 
observing  and  deeply  considering  the  manner  in  which  the  naval  service  is 
carried  on  in  different  ships  of  war,  I  can  with  truth  aver,  that  I  have  never 
yet  seen  an  instance  where,  on  the  one  hand,  due  authority  and  command 
^vere  tempered  with  more  reason,  justice,  and  mercy ;   tnd  where,  on  the 
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Other,  obedience  was  given  with  more  cheerfuSneas  ami  alacrity :  this  being 
iny  conviction,  I  venture  to  thinlc  that  the  discipline  of  the  Undaunted 
does  not  require  an  example  of  severity  for  its  vindication  ;  and  I  the  more 
readily  prefer  this  request,  from  having  been  informed,  that  previously  to 
this  offence,  the  individuals  in  question  have  borne  a  good  character. 

"  I  have  only  now  to  wish  you  a  good  voyage,  and  to  pray  that  happi- 
ness and  honor  may  continue  to  be  the  lot  of  the  Undaunted,  as  it  was  of 
the  Cephalus,  and  as  it  has  been  of  every  ship  which  has  been  placed  un- 
der your  command. 

"  Ever,  with  affectionate  regard,  most  sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  "  William  Bentinck." 

During  his  absence  from  England,  in  the  Undaunted,  Cap- 
tain Clifford  also  visited  Teneriffe,  Rio  Janeiro,  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  Madras,  the  Mauritius,  St.  Helena,  and  Ascension. 
He  left  Diamond  Harbour  Aug.  18,  and  arrived  at  Portsmouth, 
with  Major-General  Bourke,  late  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
Cape,  and  his  family,  passengers,  Dec.  30,  1828. 

Thiti  officer  married,  in  Oct.  1813,  Elizabeth  Frances, 
third  daughter  of  Lord  .John  Townshend,  and  cousin  to  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  by  whom  he  has  had  several  sons  and 
daughters. 

^gents,~-MessTa.  Booth  and  Pettet. 


IM 


SAMUEL  LESLIE,  Esq. 

A  SON  of  the  late  Archdeacon  Leslie,  and  a  nudve  of  co.  An- 
trim, Ireland,  is  descended  from  an  old  and  noble  Hungarian 
family,  settled  in  North  Britain  in  1067 :  the  branch  to  which 
he  belongs  is  connected  with  almost  all  the  Scotch  nobility, 
and  nearly  related  to  "  the  great  captain  of  the  age,"  Arthur 
Duke  of  Wellington. 

Mr.  Samuel  Leslie  entered  the  navy  at  a  very  early  age,  un- 
der the  patronage  of  Captain  (afterwards  Sir  Henry  D'Esterre) 
Darby ;  and  first  embarked  as  a  midshipman  on  board  the 
Pomona  frigate,  in  May,  1793.  He  subsequently  served  with 
the  same  officer  in  the  Adamant  50,  and  Bellerophon  7^y 
which  latter  ship,  it  will  be  remembered,  bore  a  very  con- 
spicuous part  at  the  glorious  battle  of  the  Nile,  in  Aug.  1798*. 
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Some  time  after  that  memorable  event,  Mr.  Leslie  re- 
moved to  the  Foudroyant  80,  bearing  the  flag  of  Lord  Nel- 
gon,  by  whom  he  was  appointed  acting  Lieutenant  of  the 
Success  frigate,  in  Nov.  1799:  this  appointment,  however, 
was  not  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty  until  Oct.  1800  ;  pre- 
vious to  whicli  he  had  assisted  at  the  capture  of  le  Geuereux, 
a  French  74,  proceeding  to  the  relief  of  Malta  *. 

Lieutenant  Leslie  was  subsequently  appointed  to  the  Haer- 
lein  troop-ship,  and  Camilla  of  20  guns.  In  1806,  he  served 
as  second  of  la  Chiffonne  frigate,  Captain  John  Wainwright,  on 
the  Mediterranean  station,  where  he  was  often  employed  in 
cutting  out  the  enemy's  vessels ;  and  on  one  occasion  had  2 
men  killed  and  3  wounded,  in  a  boat  under  his  immediate 
comman  J. 

La  Chiffonne  was  next  sent  to  the  East  Indies,  on  which 
station  Lieutenant  Leslie,  then  first  of  that  ship,  had  several 
opportunities  of  distinguishing  himself,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  copies  of  Captain  Wainwright's  official  and  private 
loiters  to  Rear- Admiral  Drury,  dated  off'  Ras-al-Khyma,  Nov. 
14,  1809  :— 

"  Sir, — I  have  ihe  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  by  the  cxcr 
tions  of  the  troops  and  squadron,  under  the  respective  commands  of  Licu- 
tciiant-Colonel  Smith  and  myself,  Ras-al-Khyina,  the  principal  town  of  the 
pirates  who  have  so  long  infested  the  Persian  Gulf,  has  been  oonipletely 
destroyed,  together  with  all  the  vessels  in  the  port,  amounting  .o  upwards 
of  fifty  (about  thirty  of  them  very  large  dows),  and  every  species  of  naval 
stores. 

"The  ships  arrived  off  the  place  in  the  afternoon  of  the  11  th  instant, 
but  in  consequence  of  the  shallowness  of  the  water,  they  were  not  able  to 
approach  the  town  within  4  miles,  with  the  exception  of  the  small  cruisers 
and  two  of  the  transports  ;  these  anchored  about  2  miles  from  it.  On  the 
same  evening,  the  Minerva,  an  English  ship,  prize  to  the  pirates,  was 
burnt  within  twice  her  length  of  the  shore. 

"  On  the  following  day,  the  town  was  cannonaded  for  three  hours  by  the 
small  cruisers  and  gun-boats,  with  considerable  effect ;  and  a  little  before 
day-break  on  the  13th,  a  feint  was  made  on  the  northern  end  of  the  place 
with  two  gun-boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Leslie,  and  a  de- 
tudiment  of  native  troops.  The  main  attack  commenced  on  the  southern 
end,  about  half  an  hour  afterwards,  consistently  with  an  arrangement  made 
by  the  Lieutenant.Colonel.    The  troops  were  soon  landed,  and,  gallantly 
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executing  the  admirable  plan  of  their  commander,  had  possession  of  Ras- 
al-Khyma  by  lOto'clock,  driving  the  enemy  to  the  opposite  shore;  the 
gun-boats  kept  up  a  fire  of  grape  on  the  sea-side  as  the  soldiers  advanced. 
Before  4  o'clock,  all  the  enemy's  vessels  were  in  flames,  together  with  the 
naval  store-houses  in  the  town. 

"  I  received  the  most  effectual  assistance  from  Captain  Charles  Gordon 
of  the  Caroline,  who  was  with  me  at  he  landing,  and  from  all  the  officers 
and  men  of  his  Majesty's  ships  ;  also  from  the  respective  commanders  of 
the  Hon.  Company's  cruisers  attached  to  the  armament,  and  their  oflicers 
and  men.  The  marines  of  the  Cbiffonne  and  Caroline  were  disembarked 
with  the  army. 

*'  By  the  accompanying  return,  your  Excellency  will  have  pleasure  in 
observing,  that  the  loss  of  men  on  our  side  is  trifling  *  :  that  of  the  enemy 
has  been  very  severe.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  say,  that  the  most  perfect 
cordiality  subsists  between  the  army  and  navy,  such  as  promises  to  ensure 
complete  success  in  all  the  subsequent  operations. 

"  The  troops  began  to  embark  at  day-light  this  morning,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  great  want  of  boats,  were  all  on  board  the  transports  before 
noon." 

(Private.) 

"  I  take  the  liberty  of  observing  to  your  Excellency,  that  nothing  but 
the  fear  of  exciting  jealousy  among  so  many  officers  as  were  employed 
at  the  attack  of  Ras-al-Khyma,  prevented  me  from  noticing  in  my  public 
letter  of  this  date,  the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  Lieutenant  Samuel  Les- 
lie, first  of  this  ship  ;  and  conscious  that  I  shoiild  not  do  him  justice  were 
I  not  to  explain  this  circumstance,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  excuse  my 
entering  into  detail  respecting  him.  It  was  this  officer  who  commanded 
the  boats  which  destroyed  the  Rlinerva,  where  the  greatest  loss  of  men 
was  sustained.  lie  was  most  active  in  the  cannonade  on  the  12th  instant. 
He  executed  the  feint  with  excellent  judgment  and  gallantry  on  tlie  fol- 
lowing day.  During  the  real  attack  by  the  troops  he  was  very  useful  with 
the  gun-boats  of  this  ship.  In  the  afternoon,  he  set  fire  to  all  the  dows 
which  were  afloat  in  the  harbour  of  Ras-al-Kliynm,  and  he  essentially  as- 
sisted me  in  the  re-eniliarkatiou  of  the  troops.  I  have  in  three  years  and 
a  half  had  ample  experience  of  Lieutenant  Leslie's  intelligence  and  courage  j 
and  as  I  know  he  was  recmnniended  for  promotion,  I  trust  your  Excel- 
lency will  excuse  my  writing  so  fully  respecting  an  officer,  who  will,  I 
pledge  my  character,  do  honor  to  his  profession.  I  remain,  with  the 
highest  respect,  your  Excellency's  obligeil  and  faithful  servant, 

(Signed)  *Mno.  Wainwkkjht." 

Lieutenant  Leslie  had  scareely  siioved  off  from  the  Minerva, 
after  setting  her  on  fire,  before  she  blew  up.     Several  small 


•  2  Killed,  1  iiM)rl;illy,  [>  severely,  and  1  slii-litly  wounded.     N.  B.  This 
nbatrucl  of  caduultics  applico  to  the  bipiudron  only. 
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pieces  of  the  wreck  fell  into  his  boat,  without  doing  much 
mischief;  but  2  lascius  who  were  on  shore  under  a  tower, 
near  which  she  lay,  lost  their  lives  by  the  explosion,  and  2 
other  persons  in  the  same  situation  were  wounded.  His  ac- 
tive co-operation  with  the  military  was  also  duly  acknow- 
ledged by  their  commander,  the  present  Major-General  Sir 
Lionel  Smith,  K.  C.  B.  in  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a 

copy  :— 

**  Head  Quarters,  la  Chiffbnne,  16  Aoy.,  1809. 

"  My  dear  Wainwrij^ht, — I  <io  not  feel  that  any  recommendation  of 
mine  c;ui  take  up  much  of  your  notice  in  favor  of  one  of  your  own  offi- 
cers ;  but  !  am  most  desirous  to  express  my  admiration  and  my  gratitude 
for  the  activity  and  unwearied  exertions  of  Lieutenant  Leslie,  whose  zeal 
and  coolness  I  never  saw  surpassed.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  express  my 
acknowledgments  of  the  assistance  the  troops  received  from  him  in  any 
other  way  than  to  you ;  and  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say  how 
much  I  am  obliged  to  him,  and  how  much  I  attribute  our  share  of  success 
to  all  your  exertions  ;  and  if  you  could  offer  my  sentiments  to  your  com- 
mander-in-chief in  any  favorable  manner  towards  Lieutenant  Leslie,  I 
should  be  truly  gratified.    Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  "Lionel  Smith,  Lieut.  Col.  65th  regiment." 

The  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  expedition  are  thus 
officially  detailed  by  Captain  Wainwright : — 

"  On  the  l/th  Nov.,  the  vessels  in  the  piratical  port  of  Lmga,  amount- 
ing to  twenty,  9  of  them  large  (lows,  were  burnt  without  any  loss  on  our 
side,  the  inhabitants  having  abandoned  the  town  on  the  approach  of  the 
ships.  The  contemptible  holds  of  the  Towasmees,  called  Congo,  Bunder, 
Mallain,  and  Helerain,  were  next  reconnoitred,  but  no  vessels  were  there. 

"  I  then  despatched  the  cruisers  Ternate  and  Nautilus  to  the  eastward 
of  lushma,  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  Luft  pirates,  while  I  entered  the 
channel  between  that  island  and  the  main  at  the  western  end ;  but  having 
got  the  ship  I  command  aground  in  endeavouring  to  work  through  it,  as  I 
had  no  pilot  acquainted  with  the  navigation,  and  as  I  found  the  channel 
wa.s  too  intricate  to  pass  without  buoying  the  shoal;*,  which  would  have 
taken  up  too  much  time,  I  determined  to  proceed  to  Luft  by  the  eastern 
dianncl,  leaving  the  cruiser  Vestal  to  guard  the  western  end  of  Kishma. 
His  Majesty's  ship  Caroline  had  been  previously  detached  to  Burka  road 
with  the  heavy  transports. 

"  On  the  24th,  the  Ternate  and  Nautilus  joined  ;  and  having  procured 
pilots  at  Kishern,  I  proceeded  up  the  channel  in  H.  M.  ship  under  my 
command,  with  the  ships  and  vessels  named  in  the  margin  *,  and  arrived 


*  Tiie  lion.  (Company's  cruisers  Morningtou,  Tornutc,  Nautilus,  and 
Fury  ;  an(l  the  IMary  transport. 
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off  the  town  of  Luft  on  the  26th  at  noon.  Twenty-four  hours  having  been 
expended  in  fruitless  negociation  with  the  chief  Moola  Hussura,  the  Ter- 
nate.  Nautilus,  and  Fury  were  anchored  off  the  town,  and  the  troops,  pre- 
ceded by  the  gun-boats,  approached  to  the  attack,  which  commenced  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th. 

"  The  enemy  made  no  resistance  until  the  troops  came  close  to  the  very 
strong  fort,  and  attempted  to  force  the  gate;  he  then  commenced  a  tire,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  most  destructive,  as  your  Excellency  will  see  by  the 
accompanying  return,  added  to  that  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  to  the 
government  •.  The  piratical  vessels,  eleven  in  number,  3  of  them  very 
large  dows,  were  in  the  mean  time  burnt  by  the  seamen ;  and  the  gun- 
boats and  the  cruiser  Fury,  which  being  of  light  draught  of  water,  had 
been  towed  v/ithin  musket-shot  of  the  fort,  kept  up  a  ruinous  tire,  which 
very  much  fjhattered  it  by  sun-set :  the  Sheik  then  consented  to  yield  up 
the  place  on  the  following  day  to  the  English,  on  the  part  of  the  Imaun 
of  Muscat,  together  with  all  the  property  in  it  belonging  to  his  Highness's 
subjects ;  this  was  accordingly  carried  into  effect,  the  Sheik  departing  after 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  and  myself  had  guaranteed  his  personal  safety. 

"  The  fort  having  been  delivered  in  trust  for  the  Imaun  to  Sheik  Dewish, 
the  head  of  the  Benismain,  a  tribe  of  Arabs  who  have  always  been  firmly 
attached  to  his  Highness,  I  sailed  next  morning  in  la  Chiffonne,  leaving 
the  Mornington  to  bring  on  the  cruisers  and  the  transport  to  Burka,  off 
which  place  I  anchored  this  day  f . 

**  The  loss  of  the  enemy  has  been  very  great ;  he  acknowledged  to  up- 
wards of  50,  independent  of  those  who  were  killed  in  the  towers  adjacent 
to  the  fort,  and  driven  over  precipices  to  the  eastward  thereof.'* 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  made  a  Commander  in 
Mar.  1811,  and  posted  from  the  Wilhelraina  into  the  Sir 
Francis  Drake  frigate,  July  31,  1812.  His  subsequent  ap- 
pointments were  to  the  Malacca  36,  Volage  22,  and  Theban 
36.  On  the  28th  June,  1813,  he  most  gallantly  headed  a 
party  of  seamen  in  an  attack  upon  the  defences  of  Sambas, 
a  piratical  state  on  the  western  coast  of  Borneo  X :  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  his  official  report  on  that  occasion : — 

••  Sambas,  June  29,  1813. 
"  It  affords  me  much  satisfaction  to  communicate  the  good  conduct  and 
indefatigable  exertions  of  the  party  of  seamen  belonging  to  H.  M.  S.  Hus- 
sar, which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  place  under  my  orders,  to  co-operate 
with  the  detachment  of  troops  commanded  by  Colonel  Watson,  of  H.  M. 
14th  regiment,  for  the  reduction  of  the  batteries  at  Sambas. 


•  La  Chiffonne  had  2  killed,  6  dangerously,  3  severely,  and  8  slightly 
wounded, — the  total  loss  we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

t  Dec.  7,  IHIO.  X  Sec  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  p.  357  et  wv/. 
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"During  a  six  hours'  march,  in  an  almost  impenetrable  jungle,  through 
which,  fur  the  greater  part  of  the  way>  a  path  was  cut  by  a  division  of  the 
seamen  (the  remainder  of  the  party  having  been  appointed  to  carry  the 
scaling  ladders)  that  ardour  so  common  to  British  sailors  was  eminently 
conspicuous ;  and  in  the  assault  made  on  five  batteries  successively,  all 
of  which  were  carried  in  half  an  hour,  I  cannot  sufficiently  commend 
their  intrepid  behaviour  while  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  in  advancing  with 
the  troops,  as  well  as  their  spirited  exertions  in  cutting  down  the  fences 
which  surrounded  the  batteries. 

"The  very  animated  exertions  of  Lieutenant  Henry  Hoghton,  of  the 
Hussar,  and  Mr.  William  H.  B.  Proby,  midshipman,  during  the  whole  of 
this  service,  entitle  them  to  my  warmest  thanks  and  every  possible  praise. 

(Signed)  "  S.  Leslie,  Captain  H.  M.  S.  Volage." 

*'  To  Captain  George  Saper,  H.  M.  S.  Leda.'* 

We  should  here  observe,  that  the  ground  immediately  sur- 
rounding the  first  battery  was  thickly  planted  with  bamboo 
spikes,  which  in  some  instances  inflicted  very  severe  wounds; 
but  fortunately  Captain  Leslie  escaped  with  only  a  slight  one 
in  each  leg.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  public  memor- 
andum issued  by  Captain  Sayer  to  the  squadron  under  his 
command,  July  2,  1813  : — 

"  Captain  Sayer  regrets,  that  the  scale  of  operations  did  not  afiPord  to 
his  brother  officers  the  occasion  he  is  well  aware  each  was  ambitious  of; 
yet  he  congratulates  Captain  Leslie,  of  the  Volage,  on  the  good  fortune  he 
so  zealously  availed  himself  of,  with  Lieutenant  Henry  Hoghton,  Mr. 
Proby,  midshipman,  and  the  seamen  of  the  Hussar,  who  were  attached  to 
the  division  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Watson,  of  the  14th  regiment, 
to  whose  brilliant  exploits  in  the  successful  assault  of  all  the  enemy's 
strongest  works,  on  the  28th  June,  the  service  owes  the  highest  obliga* 
tions." 

Colonel  Watson's  thanks  were  also  conveyed,  in  public 
orders,  to  Captain  Leslie  and  the  officers  and  seamen  under  hia 
command  "  for  their  zealous  co-operation"  with  his  division ; 
and  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  commander-in-chief  of  the  naval  force 
on  the  East  India  station,  expressed  himself  as  follows,  in  a 
letter  to  Captain  Sayer,  dated  Aug.  27,  1813  : — 

"  The  very  able,  judicious,  and  gallant  manner  in  which  the  co-operation 
of  the  navy  with  the  army  against  Sambas,  under  your  orders,  has  been 
executed,  claims  my  warmest  encomiums :  and  I  beg  you  will  accept  my 
public  thanks  thereon,  and  communicate  to  Captain  Elliot,  the  other  offi- 
cers, and  men,  how  sensibly  I  feel  their  exertions. 

••  To  Captains  Leslie  and  Norton,  with  the  officers  and  men  who  had 
the  good  fortune  to  defeat  the  enemy  and  carry  their  works,  with  the  gal- 
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lant  detachment  of  the  navy,  you  will  particularly  express  the  high  sense 
1  feel  for  their  services  *." 

Captain  Leslie's  able  and  meritorious  conduct,  while  em- 
ployed under  the  Hon.  Captain  Elliot,  in  reinstating  the  Sul- 
tan of  Palambang,  is  thus  handsomely  acknowledged  by  his 
distinguished  commander-in-chief,  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  latter  officer,  dated  at  Trincomalee,  Oct.  18,  1813  : — 

"  Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  3d  Sept.,  detailing  your  ser- 
vices with  those  of  H.  M.  ships  Hussar  and  Volage  under  your  orders,  as- 
sisted by  the  troops  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Macgregor,  on  the 
expedition  against  Palambang.  It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  I  notice 
the  superior  judgment  displayed  by  you  in  the  arrangement  and  manage- 
ment of  this  service,  and  the  great  and  able  exertions  of  Captain  Leslie, 
the  officers  and  men  employed  in  the  boats  under  his  direction,  whose  ex- 
pedition, successful  efforts,  and  complete  surprise,  precluded  any  resist- 
ance in  placing  the  Nagor  Ordeen  on  the  throne,  as  well  as  their  further 
services.  I  beg  you  will  communicate  to  Captain  Leslie,  and  the  officers 
and  men  employed,  my  entire  approbation  and  thanks  for  their  services. 


•  Lieutenant  Henry  Hoghton,  who  so  gallantly  seconded  Captain  Leslie. 
in  the  above  attack,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  left  thigh — the  anterior 
and  principal  muscle  of  extension  being  divided.  After  rest,  and  appro- 
priate surgical  treatment,  the  wound  healed  and  he  attempted  to  go  to  his 
duty,  when  he  was  attacked  with  the  bilious  remittent  fever  so  general 
among  those  employed  on  the  service  against  Sambas,  and  which  attacked 
all  the  wounded  seamen  as  they  successively  returned  to  their  duty,  a. 
fever  dreadfully  severe  in  its  attack,  highly  exhausting  in  its  nature,  and 
usually  followed  by  serious  visceral  disease.  Lieutenant  Hoghton  recover- 
ed from  the  fever  (as  did  all  on  board  the  Hussar,  although  the  mortality 
was  very  great  among  the  other  ships  and  the  troops),  yet  his  life  has  sub- 
sequently lieen  one  of  great  and  acute  guffering,  from  internal  disease,  as 
well  as  from  the  lameness  occasioned  by  his  wound. 

This  gentleman  had  previously  served  upwards  of  leven  years,  as  mid- 
shipman and  lieutenant  on  board  the  Modeste  and  Hussar,  during  which 
period  he  never  relaxed  from  *he  most  active  and  steady  discharge  of  his 
duty,  behaving  on  all  occasions  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  himself, 
nnd  satisfactory  to  his  captain,  the  Hon.  George  Elliot.  He  is  at  present 
senior  lieutenant  of  the  Victory  first  rate,  commanded  by  that  officer,  and 
bearing  the  flag  of  the  lion.  Sir  Robert  Stopford,  K.  C.  B.  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  William  Henry  Baptist  Proby,  the  midshipman  mentioned  in  Cap- 
tain Leslie's  report,  was  immediately  promoted  by  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  and 
confirmed  as  a  lieutenant  by  the  Admiralty,  Jan.  9,  1814.  He  has  recently 
been  appointed  to  the  Soutlmujpton  50,  fitting  for  the  flag  of  Sir  Edward 
W.  C.  R.  Owen. 
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I  have  to  express  how  sensible  I  am  of  the  conduct  of  the  whole  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  your  command.  I  am  particularly  gratified  with  the 
cordial  manner  in  which  you  were  supported  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mac- 
gregor,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  59th  regiment,  and  the  artillery  un- 
der his  command.  I  cannot  conclude  this  without  offering  you  my  sincerest 
obligations  for  your  judicious  and  excellent  guidance  and  direction  of  the 
expedition.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  *•  Saml.  Hood,  Vice-Admiral," 

After  his  removal  from  the  Volage  to  the  Theban,  Jan.  1> 
1814,  Captain  Leslie  hoisted  the  flag  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
and  proceeded  with  him  to  Calcutta.  He  was  subsequently 
entrusted  with  the  command  of  a  squadron  employed  in  the 
Java  seas.  The  Theban  was  ordered  home  towards  the  close 
of  1815,  and  paid  off  at  Plymouth,  in  April,  1816. 

Captain  Leslie  married,  Sept.  1817^  Martha,  only  daughter 
of  George  Vaughan,  Esq.  descended  from  an  old  and  respect- 
able English  family. 


Agents.- 


-Messrs.  Stilwell, 


RIGHT  HON.  HENRY  JOHN,  LORD  SELSEY, 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

This  officer  is  the  second  son  of  the  late  Lord  Selsey,  by 
Hester  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  Jennings,  of  Newsells 
Park,  CO.  Herts,  Esq.  and  cousin  to  the  late  Marquis  of  Clan- 
ricarde. 

He  obtained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  Jan.  5,  1807;  and 
served  as  first  of  the  Cornwallis  frigate.  Captain  W.  A.  Mon- 
tagu, at  the  capture  of  Amboyna,  in  Feb.  1810*:  his  con- 
duct on  that  occasion  was  highly  spoken  of  in  the  public 
despatches.  A  very  gallant  exploit  subscquentlv  performed 
by  three  boats,  under  his  direction,  is  thus  officially  de- 
scribed : — 

"  H.  M.  S.  Corntmllis,  at  Sea,  Mar.  3,  IS  10. 

*'  Sir, — Having  chased  a  Dutch  man-of-war  brig,  during  the  whole  of 
the  first  day  of  March,  we  observed  her  take  refuge  in  a  small  bay  on  the 
north  side  of  the  island  of  Amblaw ;  and  as  the  wind  was  light  and  variable, 
and  night  approaching,  I  sent  the  yawl,  cutter,  and  jolly-boat,  under  the 
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command  of  the  Hon.  Lieutenant  Peachey,  assisted  tiy  Mr.  Garland,  mas^^ 
ter,  and  Mr.  Sanderson,  master's-mate,  to  bring  her  off.  After  a  fatiguing 
pull  the  whole  night,  they  found  themselves  at  day-light  close  to  her,  when 
she  was  boarded  in  a  most  gallant  manner,  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  fire  of 
grape  and  musketry,  and  defended  bravely  by  pikes  and  swords ;  in  a  few 
moments  she  was  carried,  and  proved  to  be  the  Dutch  national  vessel  Mar- 
garetta,  mounting  8  guns,  but  pierced  for  14,  andhaving  on  board  40  men. 
She  had  left  Souroubaya  nine  days,  having  between  twenty  and  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  on  board,  for  Amboyna,  and  supplies  of  all  kinds  for  Temate. 

"  Lieutenant  Peachey  speaks  highly  of  the  able  support  he  received  from 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  orders.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  we  had  one 
man  dangerously  wounded,  and  four  slightly ;  the  enemy,  one  officer  killed 
and  twenty  seamen  wounded.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  *'  W.  A.  Montagu." 

**  To  Captain  Edward  Tucker,  H.  M.  S.  Dover,  senior  officer" 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  commanded  the  Hecate  sloop  at 
the  reduction  of  Java,  in  1811 ;  obtained  post  rank,  Aug.  T, 
1812  (on  which  occasion  he  was  appointed  to  the  Malacca 
frigate,  at  Madras) ;  and  returned  to  England,  from  Bengal, 
in  the  Sir  Francis  Drake  38,  with  a  fleet  worth,  at  least,  three 
millions  sterling  under  his  protection,  in  May,  1813. 

Lord  Selsey  succeeded  to  the  title  on  the  demise  of  his 
father,  June  27,  1816;  and  married  Oct.  21,  1817,  the  Hon. 
Anna  Maria  Louisa  Irby,  youngest  daughter  of  Frederick, 
Lord  Boston. 

Agent. — J.  Copland,  Esq. 


EDWARD  ELLICOTT,  Esq. 

Was  senior  lieutenant  of  la  Revolutionnairc  frigate.  Cap- 
tain Francis  Cole,  at  the  capture  of  I'Unite,  thus  described 
by  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  now  Viscount  Exmouth,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Admiralty,  dated  H.  M.  S.  Indefatigable,  April  20, 
1796:— 

"  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  their  lordships,  that  on  the  13th  instant, 
at  4  P.  M.  we  fell  in  with,  and  gave  chase  to  a  French  frigate  to  wind- 
ward :  la  Revolutionnairc  being  far  astern,  was  tacked  by  signal  to  cut 
the  chase  off  from  the  shore  ;  and  I  had  the  pieasiu-e  to  see  her,  just  be- 
fore dark,  in  a  situation  to  weather  the  enemy  upon  a  different  board, 
which  obliged  her  also  to  tack. 

"The  night  setting  in  cloudy,  we  lost  sight  of  the  chase  before  9  o'clock. 
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when  she  bore  up,  but  not  unobserved  by  that  zealous  and  attentive  offi- 
cer,  Captain  Cole,  who  pursued  and  closed  with  her  at  half-past  1 1 ;  and 
not  being  able  to  prevail  upon  her  commander  to  surrender  without  resist- 
ance, he  opened  a  close  and  well-directed  fire  upon  her,  which  was  but 
faintly  returned :  after  a  second  broadside,  the  enemy  struck,  and  proved 
to  be  I'Unit^,  from  I'Orient  to  Rochfort,  mounting  38  guns,  12  and  6- 
pounders,  and  manned  with  255  men,  9  of  whom  were  slain,  and  1 1  des- 
perately wounded.  La  Revolutionnaire  happily  had  not  a  man  hurt ;  and 
it  appears  that  she  was  manoeuvred  by  Captain  Cole  in  the  most  officer- 
like manner,  and  the  attack  made  with  great  gallantry.  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  the  report  which  he  has  made  of  the  good  conduct  of  his  officers 
and  ship's  company  upon  this  occasion ;  and,  from  the  high  terms  in 
which  he  speaks  of  his  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  EUicott,  who  I  know  to  be  a 
good  oflicer,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  give  him  an  order  to  command 
the  prize  to  England. 

"  L'Unitd  was  reputed  one  of  the  fastest  sailers  in  the  French  navy ; 
she  is  a  very  fine  frigate,  only  7  years  old." 

(Extracts  of  Captain  Cole's  report). 

"  Allow  me.  Sir,  to  express  to  you  how  much  I  feel  myself  obliged  to 
my  first  lieutenant,  Edward  EUicott,  for  his  very  particular  attention  in 
keeping  sight  of  the  chase,  and  for  his  steady  and  manly  courage  when 
close  engaged :  the  cheerfulness  with  which  he  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  the  boarders  promised  me  the  happiest  success,  if  boarding  had  been 
necessary,  and  which  was  only  stopped  by  the  enemy's  calling  to  surren- 
der.   •    •    •    •    • 

"I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  own  good  fortune  in  not  having  lost 
an  officer  or  man,  which  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  enemy's  firing  at  the 
masts  and  rigging." 

This  officer's  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Commander  took 
place  in  May,  17^7  J  and  his  post  commission  bears  date 
Aug.  12,  1812,  at  which  period  he  commanded  the  Hebe 
hired  armed  ship,  on  the   .^orth  Sea  station. 

^gent, — J.  Dufaur,  Esq. 


ALEXANDER  MILNER,  Esq. 

Successively  commanded  the  Devastation  bomb.  Swal- 
low sloop,  and  Dolphin  and  Gorgon,  44  gun  ships,  arme'e-en 
flute.    His  post  commission  bears  date  Aug.  12,  1812. 
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JAMES  BARKER,  Esq. 

Son  of  Mr.  James  Barker,  ship-owner,  who  perished  at 
sea  in  1778;  and  brother  to  the  late  Edward  Barker,  Esq. 
Commander  R.  N. 

This  officer  was  bom  at  Rotherhithe,  co.  Surrey,  Mar.  2, 
1772 ;  and  his  name  appears  on  the  books  of  the  Beaver 
sloop  so  early  as  June  13,  1780.  He  belonged  to  the  Sole- 
bay  28,  Captain  Charles  Holmes  Everitt,  when  that  frigate 
was  wrecked,  in  an  action,  at  the  Leeward  Islands  ;  and  we 
afterwards  find  him  on  board  the  Prudent  64,  Captain  An- 
drew Barclay,  which  ship  formed  part  of  the  fleet  under  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,  and  sustained  a  loss  of  18  killed  and  36 
wounded  in  the  different  affairs  with  Count  de  Grasse,  Jan. 
25  and  26,  1782*. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolutionary  war, 
Mr.  Barker  was  received  on  board  the  Russell  74,  of  which 
ship  his  uncle  was  then  serving  as  master ;  and  in  her  he  as- 
sisted at  the  defeat  of  the  republican  fleet  under  Mons.  Vil- 
laret  de  Joyeuse,  on  the  glorious  1st  of  June,  17i)4t.  He 
was  subsequently  lent  to  the  Jupiter  50,  bearing  the  broad 
pendant  of  Commodore  J.  W.  Payne,  and  placed  by  that 
officer  in  the  yacht  fitted  for  the  reception  of  H.  S.  H.  the 
Princess  Caroline  of  Brunswick,  whom  he  accompanied  from 
Cuxhaven  to  the  Thames,  in  tlie  spring  of  1796  :  his  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  took  place  a  few  days  after  her 
arrival  in  England  X  • 

From  that  period.  Lieutenant  Barker  served  under  Sir 
James  Saumarez,  in  the  Orion  74,  till  he  was  made  a  com- 
mander, Oct.  8,  1 798  :  he  consequently  assisted  at  the  cap- 
ture of  three  French  two-deckers,  by  Lord  BridportV  fleet, 
off  rOrient,  June  23,  1795  ;  at  the  defeat  of  the  S;;.aniards, 
by  Sir  John  Jervis,  off  Cape  St,  Vincent,  Feb.  14,  i797  ',  and 


*  See  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  note  +  at  p  63  et  seq. 
t  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  note  at  pp.  75—78,  ?.id  Suppl.  Part  I.  p.  65 
X  Sec  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  note  :  at  p.  353  et  teq. 
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at  the  ever  memorable  battle  of  the  Nile,  under  Nelson,  in 
A.ig.  1798* 

Captain  Barker  subsequently  commanded  the  Moriston, 
hired  armed  ship  ;  and  was  promoted  to  post  rank  Aug.  12, 
1812.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Emery,  of  Coggeshall,  co.  Es- 
sex, by  whom  he  has  had  a  very  large  family :  his  eldest  son 
died  Dec.  24, 1824,  aged  19  years. 

Agent. — J.  Copland,  Esq. 


PETER  RYE,  Esq. 

Received  his  first  commission  Mar.  16,  1/91  ;  and  was 
junior  Lieutenant  of  the  Crescent  36,  Captain  (now  Sir 
James)  Saumarez,  at  the  capture  of  le  Reunion  French  fri- 
gate, near  Cherbourgh,  Oct.  20,  1793  f  :  his  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  Commander  took  place  in  Jan.  1801,  on  which 
occasion  he  was  appointed  to  the  Rambler  brig,  of  14  guns, 
employed  as  a  Channel  cruiser. 

On  the  11th  April,  1805,  Captain  Rye,  then  in  the  Provi- 
dence hired  armed  brig,  captured  I'Houneur  Dutch  schooner, 
of  12  guns,  with  1000  stand  of  arms,  near  Schelling.  He 
obtained  post  rank  Aug.  12, 1812. 

Agent. — J.  Woodhead,  Esq, 


JAMES  VEITCH,  Esq. 

Was  made  Lieutenant  early  in  1793;  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Commander  in  Jan.  1801 ;  appointed  to  the  Sea  Fencible 
service,  in  Scilly,  about  June,  1803;  to  the  Alonzo  sloop, 
about  Nov.  1810;  and  posted  Aug.  12,  1812. 

Agent. — J.  Copland,  Esq. 


JAMES  GIFFORD,  Esq. 
Was  made  Lieutenant  in  Oct.  1793 ;  Commander,  April 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  pp.  1 79—185. 
t  See  Vol.  J.  Part  I.  p.  178. 
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29,  1802;  and  Post-Captain  Aug.  12,  1812.  During  the 
late  war  he  successively  commanded  the  Speedy,  Serpent,  and 
Sheldrake,  brigs  ;  on  the  Channel  and  North  Sea  stations. 

Captain  Giflfbrd  is  said  to  be  the  author  of  "The  Remon- 
strance of  a  Unitarian,  addressed  to  the  Bishop  of  St.  Da- 
vid's j"  and  of  "  The  Unitarians'  Defence;"  being  a  reply  in 
part  to  the  late  Rev.  — —  Anderson's  Sermons,  preached 
before  the  Deanery  of  Gower,  and  published  at  their  request. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Maude  &  Co. 


TIMOTHY  CLINCH,  Esq. 

Was  made  Lieutenant  in  Aug.  1798;  and  Commander, 
Mar.  22,  1803.  We  subsequently  find  him  in  the  Busy 
sloop,  protecting  the  trade  bound  to  Halifax  and  Newfound- 
land. 

On  the  13th  April,  1804,  Captain  Clinch  sailed  from  Ports- 
mouth for  the  West  India  station  ;  where  he  removed  to  the 
Osprey  18,  in  which  vessel  he  captured  le  Teaser,  French 
privateer,  of  7  guns  and  51  men,  May  17,  1805.  On  the 
27th  June  following,  being  then  about  60  leagues  totheN.E. 
of  Barbuda,  in  company  with  the  Kingfisher  sloop,  Captain 
Richard  William  Cribb,  he  was  pursued  by  five  French  fri- 
gates ;  but  no  sooner  did  the  enemy  observe  the  Osprey  and 
her  consort  hoist  signals  and  fire  guns,  as  if  to  a  fleet  a-head 
of  them,  than  they  relinquished  the  chase,  and  set  fire  to  fif- 
teen British  merchant  vessels  under  their  charge,  which  had 
been  captured  about  three  weeks  before,  by  the  French  and 
Spanish  combined  squadrons  under  Mons.  Villeneuve :  by 
this  successful  ruse  on  the  part  of  Captains  Cribb  and  Clinch, 
our  inveterate  enemies  were  deprived  of  booty  which  they 
valued  at  upwards  of  200,000/. 

In  July,  1812,  one  of  the  Osprey's  boats,  in  company  with 
another  belonging  to  the  Britomart  brig,  captured  I'Eole 
French  privateer,  of  6  guns  and  31  men,  to  the  N.  W.  of 
Heligoland.  In  this  spirited  enterprise,  which  was  conducted 
by  Lieutenant  Henry  Dixon,  of  the  Britomart,  the  British  had 


with  a 
prizes ; 
for  18, 
guns : 


POST- CAPTAINS    OF    1812. 


99 


2  killed  ;  5  dangerously,  3  severely,  and  4,  including  the  com- 
maiuling  officer,  slightly  wounded. 
Captain  Clinch's  post  commission  bears  date  Aug.  12,  1812. 


GEORGE  LE  GEYT,  Esq. 

A  son  of  Robert  Le  Geyt,  of  Canterbury,  Esq.  (first  cou- 
sin to  the  late  Vice-Admiral  d'Auvergne,  Prince  of  Bouillon), 
by  Jane,  daughter  of  the  llev.  William  Byrch,  rector  of  St. 
Mary's  Dover,  and  of  Mongham,  also  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

This  officer's  grandfather  and  great-grand  uncle,  both  held 
the  office  of  chief  civil  magistrate  of  the  royal  court,  and 
president  of  the  states  of  Jersey :  the  latter  gentleman,  Philip 
Le  Geyt,  Esq.  whose  daughter  was  the  mother  of  the  Prince 
of  Bouillon,  was  displaced  by  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  consequence 
of  his  loyal  adherence  to  the  royal  cause,  but  reinstated  by 
Charles  II.  immediately  after  that  monarch's  own  restoration. 

Mr.  George  Le  Geyt  was  born  at  Canterbury,  in  Mar.  1777 ; 
and  he  first  embarked,  in  1791,  on  board  the  Colossus  74, 
Captain  (afterwards  Sir  Henry)  Harvey.  We  subsequently 
find  him  serving  on  the  Halifax  station,  in  the  Hussar  28, 
Prince  Edward  cutter,  Prevoyante  38,  and  Resolution  74. 
His  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  took  place  Oct.  11, 
1796 ;  on  which  occasion  he  was  appointed  to  the  Rover  16, 
Captain  George  Irwin. 

After  suffering  shipwreck  in  that  sloop,  owing  to  her  run- 
ning ashore  on  Cape  Breton,  in  a  thick  fog.  Lieutenant  Le 
Geyt  returned  home  in  the  Resolution,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  William  Lechmere  ;  from  which  ship  he  removed 
to  the  St.  George  98,  Captain  John  HoUoway.  His  next  ap- 
pointment was  to  the  Tamar  38,  Captain  Thomas  Western  ; 
and  in  her  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  many  of  the  enemy's 
vessels,  on  the  Leeward  islands'  station  ;  among  which  were 
le  Republicain  French  national  corvette,  mounting  32  guns, 
with  a  complement  of  220  men,  45  of  whom  were  absent  in 
prizes;  le  General  Massena,  ship  privateer,  of  16 guns,  pierced 
for  18,  and  150  men;  and  another,  name  unknown,  of  10 
guns  :    le  Republicain  defended  herself  in  the  most  gallant 

H  2 


m- 


ri' 


It, 


i'. ■;;:!':  *■■ 


^■■■•ifir 

t  -  ir':' 

r    '11 

k  ii' ! 

a' 

1   ■.,11 

i  '! 

l''5i 

•'■: 

-■1 

1 

"1    :. 

i.l:; 

]i 

ii 

M 

,■     ■ji' 

j 

ii  I 


^K 


100  POST-CAPTAINS  OP  1812. 

manner  until  she  was  reduced  to  a  mere  wreck ;  9  of  her 
crew  were  killed  and  12  wounded :  the  Tamar  had  only  1 
slain  and  2  wounded. 

Mr.  Le  Geyt's  next  appointment  was,  in  ISOl,  to  the  Le- 
viathan 74?  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  John  T.  Duckworth  ;  who 
promoted  him  into  the  Stork  sloop,  on  the  Jamaica  station, 
IVIay  28,  1803.  While  commanding  that  vessel,  he  captured 
the  French  privateers,  la  Coquette  of  2  guns  and  95  men, 
and  I'Hirondelle,  of  3  guns  and  44  men. 

On  the  23d  March,  1805,  being  then  off  Cape  Roxo,  Porto 
Rico,  Captain  Le  Geyt  discovered  a  large  schooner,  lashed 
alongside  a  brig  in  the  harbour  ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  cut- 
ting her  out,  lie  despatched  his  pinnace  and  cutter,  containing 
between  them  18  men,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
George  Robinson,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  James  Murray.  As 
the  schooner,  which  proved  to  be  the  Dutch  privateer  Ante- 
lope, was  preparing  to  heave  down  on  the  following  day,  her 
guns,  5  in  number,  were  on  board  the  brig,  and  the  two  ves- 
sels were  defended  by  at  least  40  men  ;  but  both  were  simul- 
taneously boarded  by  the  boats,  and  gallantly  carried  without 
any  other  casualty  to  the  British  than  the  junior  lieutenant  and 
1  man  slightly  wounded.  The  privateer's  men  having  taken 
to  the  water  soon  after  the  boats  got  alongside,  only  15  pri- 
soners were  secured. 

On  the  25th  Aug.  1806,  Captain  Le  Geyt  was  sent  from 
Port  Royal,  with  the  Superieure  brig,  and  two  schooners 
under  his  orders,  to  attack  a  number  of  small  vessels  collected 
at  Batabano,  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  On  the  30th,  one  of 
the  schooners,  mounting  4  guns,  and  having  on  board  about 
30  ofliccrs  and  men,  gallantly  attacked  and  captured  a  Spanish 
guarda-costa,  of  10  guns  and  45  men,  close  to  the  Isle  of 
Pines. 

At  this  period,  Captain  Le  Geyt  had  the  mortification  to 
learn  from  his  pilot,  that  the  Stork  could  not  approach  within 
30  leagues  of  Batabano,  and  he  therefore  directed  Captain 
Edward  Rushworth,  of  the  Superieure,  to  proceed  with  that 
vessel  and  the  schooners,  after  having  reduced  their  draught 
of  water  as  nmch  as  possible,  and  reinforced  them  with  the 
boats  and  a  party  of  men  from  his  own  sloop :  the  result  of 
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the  expedition  will  be  seen  by  the  following  copy  of  Captain 
Rushworth's  official  report,  dated  Sept.  9,  1806 . — 

"  After  leaving  H.  M.  sloop  Stork,  on  the  25th  August,  off  the  Isle  of 
Pines,  it  took  us  till  the  2d  of  this  month  to  get  oflf  Point  Gondas,  22 
miles  N  W.  from  Batabano,  when  I  anchored  with  the  Flying  Fish  and 
Pike  schooners  :  at  midnight,  we  weighed  and  stood  for  Batabano,  to  be 
off  that  place  before  break  of  day,  but  owing  to  baffling  winds  it  took 
us  until  day-light.  I  thought  it  expedient  to  land,  which  I  accordingly 
did,  about  2  miles  to  windward  of  the  battery,  taking  with  me  18  of  the 
Stork's  men,  35  from  the  Superieure,  and  10  from  the  Flying  Fish,  to  guard 
the  boats.  The  marshy  irregular  ground  greatly  impeded  our  march,  and 
the  enemy  perceiving  it,  sent  some  soldiers  to  way-lay  us  in  the  thick  bushes; 
but  the  most  forward  of  my  party  charged  and  completely  put  them  to 
the  rout,  killing  2  and  badly  wounding  1.  At  thut  time  a  general  alarm 
had  spread,  the  militia  had  joined  the  stationary  regulars  in  the  front,  aided 
by  men  from  the  shipping  in  the  bay.  Our  retreat  being  then  cut  off,  we 
were  obliged  to  rush  forward  to  gain  the  fort,  which,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
was  completely  carried  in  three  minutes,  the  enemy  retreating  in  all  direc- 
tions, after  firing  2  guns  and  a  volley  of  small  arms  towards  the  path 
we  were  obligf^d  to  pass.  The  battery  contained  6  long  IS-pounders, 
mounted  on  travelling  carriages,  which  we  spiked,  and  then  proceeded  to 
take  possession  of  the  vessels  ;  viz.  one  felucca,  pierced  for  14  guns,  hav- 
ing one  18-pounder  and  12  blunderbusses  on  board;  a  schooner  pierced 
for  12  guns;  a  French  privateer  of  4;  three  Spanish  vessels  with  1 
gun  each,  and  six  smaller  with  cargoes,  which  were  saved,  and  the  vesseli 
burnt,  not  having  sufficient  men  to  carry  them  out.  The  next  morning  a 
flag  of  truce  came  off,  and  I  learnt  their  loss  was  considerable,  I  am  hap- 
py to  say,  we  had  only  one  man  badly  wounded  on  the  occasion. 

"  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  the  great  assistance  I  received  from  Lieute- 
nants Russell  and  Murray,  and  sub-Lieutenants  Blake  and  Brown.  The 
seamen  and  marines  under  my  command  acted  in  a  must  gallant  manner. 
Two  days  after,  I  captured  the  St.  John,  Spanish  schooner,  of  3  guiu  and 
32  men,  after  a  slight  resistance." 

We  next  find  Captain  Le  Geyt  employed  in  the  blockade 
of  Martinique,  and  assisting  at  the  destruction  of  la  Cygne, 
French  national  brig,  and  two  schooners  laden  with  flour  and 
provisions  for  the  garrison  of  that  island  *. 

Captain  Le  Geyt's  p  )motion  to  post  rank  took  place  Aug. 
12,  1812 ;  at  which  period  he  had  been  upwards  of  20  years 
in  constant  active  employment  (one-half  of  that  time  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  upwards  of  six  years  on  the  American  sta- 
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tion).  He  left  the  Stork  in  Sept.  1812,  and  has  never  since 
been  able  to  obtain  any  naval  appointment. 

This  officer  married,  in  1812,  Rose  Marie,  daughter  of  the 
late  Rear-Admiral  Heath.  His  brother,  Philip  C.  Le  Geyt, 
Esq.  has  been  secretary  to  several  flag-officers,  and  is  at  pre- 
sent clerk  of  the  check  at  the  Royal  Hospital,  Greenwich. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


BUCKLAND  STIRLING  BLUETT,  Esq. 

Son  of  the  late  Lieutenant  John  Bluett,  R.  N.  and  descend- 
ed from  a  very  ancient  family  seated  at  Halcombe  Court,  in 
the  north  of  Devonshire. 

Mr.  B.  S,  Bluett  entered  the  navy  at  an  early  age ;  obtained 
the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  Nov.  24, 1800  ;  and  was  made  a  Com- 
mander, for  his  gallant  conduct  at  the  cutting  out  of  the 
Dutch  national  brig  Atalante,  Captain  Carp,  by  the  boats  of 
the  Scorp'on  and  Beaver,  Mar.  31,  1804.  The  following  ac- 
count of  that  brilliant  enterprise  is  contained  in  a  private  let- 
ter written  by  the  heroic  officer  under  whom  he  was  then 
serving : — 

"  H.  M.  sloop  Scorpion^  Apfll,  1S04. 
**  I  was  ordered  on  the  28th  ultimo  to  reconnoitre  the  Vlie  passa^'e,  and 
perceived  a  couple  of  the  enemy's  briefs  at  anchor  in  the  roads  :  des^pairing 
to  reach  them  with  my  sloop,  on  account  of  the  shoals  that  surrounded 
the  entrance,  I  dotortnined  upon  a  dash  at  the  outermost  one  in  the  boats, 
if  a  |i(ood  opportunity  could  be  found  or  made.  It  came,  unsolicited, 
March  'M.  Preparinsf  to  set  out,  wo  accidentally  were  joined  by  the  Bea* 
ver  sloop.  Captain  Cliarles  Polly,  who  oflored  us  her  boats,  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  ours  :  we  accepted  the  rcinforcciuont,  under  uu  impression  that 
it  wouUl  spare  lives  on  both  sitles,  and  shorten  the  contest.  At  9-30  P.  1\I. 
we  l)effan  the  enterprise.  Captain  Pelly,  an  intcHij;eiit  and  spirited  olljccr, 
did  me  the  honor  to  serve  under  my  command,  as  a  volunteer,  in  one  of 
the  boats.  Wc  had  near  fiO  men,  including  officers,  headed  by  myself,  in 
the  foremost  l)oat.  As  wc  rowed  with  the  flood  tide,  wc  arrived  alongside 
the  enemy  at  half-past  eleven.  I  had  the  f^ood  fortune,  or  (as  by  some  it 
has  been  considered)  the  honor,  to  be  the  tirst  mun  who  boarde<l  her.  She 
was  prepared  for  ua,  with  b()!»r(lin<f-uottinjj;s  up,  and  with  all  the  other  cu.s- 
tomary  means  of  defence  ;  but  the  noise  and  alarm,  &c.  &c.  so  intimidated 
her  crew,  tliat  many  of  them  run  below  in  a  panic,  leaving  to  U9  the  puiu- 
fal  task  of  combating  those  whom  we  respected  the  most. 
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"The  decks  were  elippery,  in  consequence  of  rain}  so  that  grappling 
with  my  first  opponent,  a  mate  of  the  watch,  I  fell,  but  recovered  my  po- 
sition, fought  him  upon  equal  terms,  and  l<illed  him.  I  then  engaged  the 
captain,  as  brave  a  man  as  any  service  ever  boasted,  who  had  almost  killed 
one  of  my  seamen.  To  my  shame  be  it  spoken,  he  disarmed  me,  and  was 
on  the  point  of  killing  me,  when  a  sailor  of  mine  came  up,  rescued  me  at 
the  peril  of  his  own  life,  and  enabled  me  to  recover  my  sword  *. 

"  At  this  time  ail  the  men  were  come  from  the  boats,  and  were  in  pos- 
session of  the  deck.  Two  were  going  to  fall  upon  the  captain  at  once.  I 
ran  up,  held  them  back,  and  adjured  him  to  accept  quarter.  With  inflexi- 
ble heroism,  he  disdained  the  gift,  kept  us  at  bay,  and  compelled  us  to  kill 
him.  He  fell,  covered  with  honorable  wounds.  The  vessel  was  ours,  and 
we  secured  the  hatches,  which,  headed  by  a  lieutenant,  who  has  received  a 
desperate  wound,  the  enemy  attempted  repeatedly  to  force. 

"  Thus  far  we  had  been  fortunate ;  but  we  had  another  enemy  to 
fight : — it  was  the  element.  A  sudden  gale,  blowing  against  us,  impeded 
all  the  efforts  we  could  make  ;  but  as  we  had  made  the  capture,  we  deter 
mined,  at  all  events,  to  sustain  it,  or  to  perish.  We  compelled  the  Dutch 
below  to  surrender,  put  40  of  them  into  their  own  irons,  stationed  our  men 
to  their  guns,  brought  the  powder  up,  and  made  all  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments to  attack  the  other  brig ;  but  as  the  day  broke,  and  without  abate- 
ment of  the  wind,  she  was  off,  at  such  a  distance,  and  in  such  a  position, 
that  we  had  no  chance  of  reaching  her. 

"  In  this  extremity  of  peril  we  remained  48  hours.  Two  of  the  boats 
had  broken  adrift  from  us,  and  two  had  swamped  alongside :  the  wind 
shifted  again,  and  we  made  a  push  to  extricate  ourselves,  but  found  the 
navigation  so  difficult  that  it  required  the  intense  labour  of  three  days  to 
accomplish  it. 

"  The  Atalante's  captain  and  four  other  Dutchmen  are  killed,  eleven  are 
wounded,  and  so  dreadfully  that  our  surgeon  thinks  every  one  of  them  will 
die.  To  the  end  of  my  existence  I  shall  regret  the  captain ;  he  was  a  per- 
fect hero ;  and  if  his  crew  had  been  like  him,  critical  indeed  would  have 
been  our  situation.  In  two  days  after  his  death  he  was  buried,  with  all  the 
naval  honors  in  my  power  to  bestow  upon  him.  During  the  ceremony  of 
his  interment,  the  English  colours  disappeared,  and  the  Dutch  were  hoist- 
ed in  their  place  ;  all  the  prisoners  were  liberated ;  one  of  them  delivered 
an  ^hge  upon  the  hero  they  had  lost,  and  we  fired  three  voliies  over  him 
as  he  descended  into  the  deep. 

"The  Atalante  is  much  larger  than  my  vessel,  and  she  mounts  Ui  long 
12-pounders  :  we  have  not  a  single  brig  that  is  e(|ual  to  that  calibre.  Her 
intended  complement  was  200  men,  but  she  had  only,  as  it  happened,  76 
on  board. 

(Signed)  "G.N.  Hardinoe."    • 


*  He  thought  so  when  he  wrote ;  but  it  proved  upon  enquiry  that  Mr. 
Woodward  Williams,  the  roMtcr  of  the  Scorpion,  was  the  individual  who 
saved  him. 
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Captain  Hardinge*s  official  letter  to  his  Admiral,  the  pre- 
«ent  Sir  Edward  Thornbrough,  was  very  brief,  and  did  not 
contain  the  least  mention  of  himself :  the  following  is  an  ex- 
tract : — 

*'  The  attack  ha8  not  been  attended  with  the  loss  of  one  man  on  our 
part,  and  only  5  wounded.  I  heg  leave  to  say  how  much  I  am  indebted 
to  the  zeal  and  gallantry  of  Captain  Pelly,  Lieutenants  Bluett,  White,  and 
Shields,  with  Messrs.  Williams  and  Fair,  masters,  and  the  petty  officers 
and  men,  for  their  cool,  steady,  and  determined  conduct  throughout." 

One  of  the  wounded  was  Lieutenant  Bluett,  whose  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  Commander  took  place  April  10,  1804,  the 
day  on  which  Captain  Hardinge's  letter  arrived  at  the  Admi- 
ralty. He  was  soon  afterwards  presented  by  the  Patriotic 
Society,  at  Lloyd's,  with  a  sword  value  Fifty  Pounds. 

In  1805,  Captain  Bluett  commanded  the  Wasp  sloop,  sta- 
tioned at  the  Leeward  Islands.  On  the  24th  May,  1806,  he 
captured  le  Napoleon  French  privateer,  formerly  H.  M.  arm- 
ed cutter  Dominica,  which  vessel  had  been  run  away  with 
by  her  crew,  and  carried  to  Guadaloupe,  from  whence  she 
was  sent,  with  73  sailors  and  soldiers  on  board,  to  attempt 
cutting  out  some  British  merchantmen  lying  in  Rosseau  bay. 
In  the  course  of  the  same  day.  Captain  Bluett  witnessed  the 
surrender  of  his  prize's  consort,  a  national  schooner  of  3 
guns  and  65  men,  to  the  Duke  of  Montrose  packet  and 
Cygnet  sloop  of  war. 

On  the  12th  Oct.  1810,  Captain  Bluett,  then  in  the  Sara- 
cen brig,  on  the  Jamaica  station,  captured  la  Caroline  French 
privateer,  of  I  gun  and  42  men.  His  next  appointment  was 
to  the  Childers,  in  which  vessel  he  continued  until  posted, 
Aug.  12,  1812.  From  Jan.  ti'l  Nov.  1815,  we  find  him  com- 
manding the  Leven  a  20-gun  ship,  and  in  her  he  appears  to 
have  been  very  actively  employed  on  the  coast  of  la  Vendee, 
during  the  last  usurpation  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte. 

Captain  Bluett  married.  Mar.  11,  1813,  Emily,  daughter 
of  T.  Powell,  of  llammereniith,  co.  Middlesex,  Esq.  by 
whom  he  has  had  a  large  family  :  six  of  his  children,  we 
believe,  are  still  living. 

Agents, — MesBra,  Stilwell. 
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HENRY  GAGE  MORRIS,  Esq. 

Was  made  Lieutenant  early  in  1793  ;  Commander  May  S, 
1804  J  and  Post-Captain,  Aug.  12,  1812, 


SAMUEL  CHAMBERS,  Esq. 

Second  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Charles  Chambers,  rector  of 
South  Kilworth,  Leicestershire,  and  a  magistrate  of  tliat 
county. 

This  officer  was  born  May  25,  1782  j  and  he  appears  to 
have  entered  the  navy  in  Aug.  1794,  as  a  midshipman,  on 
board  the  Orion,  third  rate.  Captain  John  T.  Duckworth,  with 
whom  he  subsequently  proceeded  to  the  Jamaica  station,  in 
the  Leviathan  74,  which  ship  formed  part  of  the  squadron 
under  Rear-Admiral  William  Parker,  and  sustained  a  loss  of 
5  men  killed  and  12  wounded,  at  the  unsuccessful  attack  upon 
Leogane,  St.  Domingo,  Mar.  22,  1796. 

In  July,  1798,  Mr.  Chambers  was  appointed  acthig  Lieute^ 
nant  of  the  Seahorse  frigate,  Captain  Edward  James  Foote, 
on  the  Mediterranean  station.  While  serving  under  that 
officer,  he  was  very  actively  employed,  and  on  one  occasion 
wounded,  in  a  boat  affair,  on  the  coast  of  Italy  *.  We  next 
find  him  accompanying  Rear-Admiral  Duckworth,  in  the  Le- 
viathan, to  the  Leeward  Islands,  where  he  was  promoted  into 
the  Diana  38,  Captain  John  Poo  Beresford,  in  July,  1800. 

After  a  service  of  three  years  and  six  months,  under  Cap- 
tains Beresford  and  T.  J.  Maling,  the  greater  part  thereof  as 
first  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Chambers  left  the  Diana,  and  again 
joined  his  early  patron,  by  whom  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  Commander,  in  the  Port  Mahon  brig,  at  Jamaica,  June  6, 
1804. 

In  the  course  of  the  ensuing  three  years.  Captain  Chambers 
captured,  recaptured,  and  destroyed,  at  least  fifty  vessels ; 
among  which  were  El  Galgo  Spanish  packet,  the  Aranzaza 


•  Stc  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  pp.  660— fiGfl. 
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letter  of  marque,  and  El  Courier  privateer.  He  also  chased 
the  San  Josef  armed  brig  into  the  intricate  harbour  of  Banes, 
Cuba,  from  whence  she  was  cut  out  in  a  most  gallant  man- 
ner by  his  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  John 
Marshall  *. 

In  1808,  being  then  on  the  Channel  station,  the  Port 
Mahon  captured  two  French  privateers — le  Furet,  of  16  guns 
and  47  men  ;  and  le  General  Paris,  of  3  guns  and  38  men. 

Captain  Chambers  was  next  appointed  to  the  Arachne  brig, 
in  which  he  once  more  proceeded  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
continued  until  his  promotion  to  post  rank,  Aug.  12,  1812, 
His  subsequent  appointments  were,  Sept.  o,  1814,  to  the 
Duncan  74,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  John  I'.  Beresford,  and 
intended  for  the  conveyance  of  the  royal  family  of  Portugal 
from  Brazil  to  Lisbon  ;  Jan.  15,  1816,  to  the  Dee  24,  jfitting 
for  the  Halifax  station ;  Nov.  14,  1821,  to  the  Dover  28, 
flag-ship  of  the  above  officer  during  his  command  at  Leith  ; 
and  July  27,  1 825,  to  the  Druid  46,  in  which  frigate  the  ce- 
lebrated General  Bolivar  was  conveyed  from  la  Guiara  to 
Carthagena  in  1827. 

Captain  Chambers  married,  while  commanding  the  Port 
Mahon,  Susan  Matilda,  daughter  of  William  Wylly,  Esq. 
H.  M.  Attorney  General  at  the  Bahamas,  and  was  left  a 
widower,  with  three  children,  in  1813.  His  eldest  brother 
is  a  Fellow  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford. 
jigents. — Messrs.  Atkins  and  Son. 
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WILLIAM  AUTRIDGE,  Esq. 

Was  a  midshipman  on  board  the  Zealous  74,  Captain 
Samuel  Hood,  at  the  battle  of  the  Nile ;  and  subsequently 
commanded  the  Torride  gun-vessel,  employed  in  the  blocii- 
ade  of  Alexandria.  He  obtained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  in 
1800;  Commander  Sept.  17,  1804;  and  Post-Captain  Aug. 
12, 1812. 

This  officer  died  at  Mersfield,  near  Torpoint,  co.  Cornwall, 
Mar.  5,  1825. 

*  Not  at  all  related  to  the  author  of  this  work. 
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EDWARD  AUGUSTUS  DOWN,  Esq. 

Was  wounded,  while  serving  as  master's  mate  on  board 
the  Excellent  74,  Captain  Cuthbert  CoUingvvood,  at  the  de- 
feat of  the  Spanish  fleet,  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  Feb.  14,  1797. 
He  obtained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Dec.  26,  1798;  and  was 
made  Commander  Jan.  12,  1805.  We  subsequently  find 
him  in  the  Bittern  and  Redwing  sloops,  on  the  Mediterra- 
nean station,  where  he  captured  El  Verga  del  Rosario,  Span- 
ish privateer  of  2  guns  and  20  men,  Aug.  2,  1807;  le  Victo- 
rieuse,  French  privateer,  of  4  guns  and  40  men,  Sept.  16, 
1811  ;  and  a  small  Neapolitan  armed  vessel.  May  8,  1812. 
He  also  assisted  at  the  capture  and  destruction  of  a  French 
armed  brig,  a  trabacolo,  and  two  store-houses  of  wine  and 
oil,  in  Feb.  1809  *.  His  post  commission  bears  date  Aug. 
12,  1812. 

Captain  Down  married,  Dec.  6,  1815,  Elizabeth,  third 
daughter  of  Admiral  Philip  Patton  f. 


j4gents.- 


-Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 
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THOMAS  WHINYATES,  Esq. 

Was  made  Lieutenant  Sept.  7>  1799;  and  Commander 
May  16,  1805.  In  Mar.  1807,  we  find  him  removing  from 
the  Zebra,  bomb,  to  the  Frolic,  a  new  brig,  of  384  tons,  fit- 
ting at  Plymouth,  for  the  West  India  station. 

On  the  12th  Sept.  1812,  Captain  Whinyates  sailed  from 
the  bay  of  Honduras,  with  the  homeward  bound  trade  under 
his  protection;  and  on  the  18th  of  the  following  month,  he 
was  captured  by  the  United  States*  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  Cap- 
tain Jacob  Jones,  after  an  action  of  50  minutes,  in  which  15 
of  his  crew  were  slain,  and  himself,  all  his  officers,  and  43 
men  wounded. 

The  Wasp  was  a  ship  of  434  tons,  mounting  sixteen  32- 


♦  Sco  Captain  C.  O.  R.  Phillott. 
t  See  Vol.  11  Part  I.  note  •  at  p.  93. 
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pounder  carronades  and  2  long  twelves,  with  138  persons 
on  board  at  the  commencement  of  the  battle  ;  the  whole,  with 
only  one  exception,  young,  healthy,  and  able-bodied  men* 
The  Frolic  mounted  16  carronades  of  the  same  calibre  as  the 
Wasp's,  and  2  long  sixes  ;  but  she  mustered  no  more  than 
91  officers  and  men,  18  bo^/s,  and  1  passenger  (an  invalided 
soldier).  The  American  had  been  five  days  only  from  the 
river  Delaware,  and  was  in  perfect  order  ;  whereas.  Captain 
Whinyates  commenced  action  under  every  disadvantage,  his 
crew  being  greatly  debilitated,  both  his  top-masts  badly 
sprung,  and  his  main-yard  carried  away  ;  which  latter  damage 
he  was  in  the  act  of  repairing  when  the  enemy  approached 
him,  just  after  a  most  violent  storm. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  day  the  Wasp  was  captured, 
and  the  Frolic  retaken,  by  the  Poictiers  74,  Captain  John  P. 
Beresford,  to  whom  Captain  Whinyates'  conduct  appeared 
**  to  have  been  so  decidedly  gallant,"  that  he  continued  him 
in  the  command  of  his  brig,  until  her  arrival  at  Bermuda.  A 
court-martial  afterwards  declared,  that  he  had  done  all  that 
could  be  done  in  defence  of  his  vessel,  and  he  was,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  most  honorably  acquitted. 

Captain  Whinyates'  post  commission  bears  date  Aug.  12, 
1812,  but  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  made  acquainted 
with  his  promotion  until  he  returned  to  England.  Since  then 
we  find  no  official  mention  of  him. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


WILLIAM  HELLARD,  Esq. 

Was  made  a  Lieutenant  in  1783  ;  and  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Commander,  Dec.  24,  1805,  as  a  reward  for  his  gallant 
conduct  as  first  of  the  Defiance  74,  Captain  Philip  C.Durham, 
at  the  glorious  battle  of  Trafalgar.  His  post  commission 
bears  date  Aug.  12,  1812  j  at  which  period  he  commanded 
the  Snake  sloop  of  war. 

Captain  Hellard  enjoys  a  pension  of  250/.  for  wounds  re- 
ceived prior  to  the  late  war.  He  married,  in  1804,  a  daughter 
of  G.  Bettes worth,  of  Portsea,  co.  Hants,  Esq. 

Agent. — J.  Hinxman. 
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JOHN  THOMPSON  (b),  Esq. 

This  officer  passed  his  examination  for  lieutenant  previous 
to  tlie  Spanish  armament,  at  which  period  we  find  him  on 
board  the  Queen  Charlotte  a  first  rate,  bearing  the  flag  of 
Earl  Howe,  in  consequence  of  whose  recommendation  he 
was  promoted,  by  commission  dated  Nov.  22, 1790.  During 
the  French  revolutionary  war,  he  sv;  ccessively  served,  and 
principally  as  first  lieutenant,  under  Captains  Richard  Lee, 
John  William  Spranger,  William  Luke,  and  William  Bo  wen ; 
in  the  Serpent  sloop,  Woolwich  44,  and  Blonde  and  Caroline, 
frigates  ;  on  the  West  India,  Downs,  Lisbon,  and  Mediterra- 
nean stations. 

Soon  after  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  1803,  Lieutenant 
Thompson  was  appointed  to  the  Venerable  74,  at  the  parti- 
cular request  of  her  captain,  the  late  Vice-Admiral  Hunter; 
in  which  ship  he  continued  until  she  was  wrecked,  in  Torbay, 
Nov.  24,  1804.  The  following  account  of  that  disaster  is 
given  by  one  of  his  brother  officers  : — 

"  It  was  al)out  5  p.  m.  the  wind  l)lowin^  very  fresh,  and  the  evening 
dark  and  foggy,  that  she  touched  on  a  ridge  of  rocks,  but  at  what  part  of 
the  hay  could  not,  at  first,  he  exactly  ascertained.  Every  exertion  was 
instantly  made  to  get  her  off,  but  to  no  purpose.  The  weather  rather 
clearing,  we  soon  perceived  the  danger  of  our  situation.  It  was  truly  ter- 
rible, and  scarcely  left  us  the  most  distant  prospect  of  life.  Our  brave 
and  worthy  captain,  however,  with  the  most  undaunted  fortitude  I  ever 
beheld,  still  continued  to  animate  the  crew  to  hope  and  further  persever- 
ance. This  he  did  with  as  much  collectedness  and  self-command  as  if  con- 
ducting the  ordinary  duty  of  the  ship  ;  never  in  my  life  did  I  witne.ss  such 
utter  disregard  to  death  and  danger.  Not  the  least  alteration  took  place 
in  his  looks,  words,  or  manner,  from  the  moment  she  struck,  until,  at  our 
joint  and  earnest  importunity,  after  all  the  crew  were  safe,  he  left  the  ship. 
Every  thing  was  done  that  the  most  able  and  experienced  seaman  could 
suggest,  but  all  in  vain.  Signals  of  distress  were  now  made,  and  most  for- 
tunately reached  the  Impetueux  and  Goliah,  which  ships  immediately 
stood  back  into  the  bay,  and  sent  their  boats  to  our  assistance.  All  the 
rest  of  the  fleet  were  beyond  the  hearing  of  our  guns ;  and  the  people 
on  shore  did  not  attenipt  to  give  us  any  kind  of  help. 

"  Having  tried  every  thing  in  vain  for  the  safety  of  the  ship,  we  now 
turned  our  thoughts  to  the  lives  of  the  crew,  and  as  they  could  be  of  no 
further  use,  tUcy  were  told  to  provide  for  their  own  safety  in  the  boats  of 
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the  Impetueux  and  Goliah,  that  had  by  this  thne  approached  the  ship,  the 
captain  and  all  the  officers  having  declared  their  intention  to  remain  on 
board  till  all  the  men  were  safely  out.  This  was  about  9  o'clock ;  the  ship 
being  then  bilged  against  the  rocks,  the  masts  cut  away,  and  the  waves 
breaking  over  us  at  every  roll.  I  now  gave  over  all  thoughts  of  saving 
myself,  as,  I  believe,  did  every  officer  in  the  ship.  As  the  boats  approach- 
ed, the  attempt  became  more  and  more  dangerous  every  time,  the  night 
still  continuing  very  dark  and  foggy,  with  gusts  of  wind  and  drivelling 
sleet,  that  seemed  to  freshen  every  hour.  In  this  forlorn  and  dismal  state, 
the  officers  continued  on  the  outside  of  tlie  ship  (for  she  was  nearly  on  her 
beam  ends),  encouraging  the  men,  and  affording  every  possible  assistance 
for  their  escape  on  board  the  boats,  which  exerted  themselves  on  this  oc- 
casion with  great  skill  and  intrepidity.  The  ship  was  now  a  mere  wreck 
beating  against  the  rocks,  and  with  every  wave  expected  to  go  to  pieces ; 
yet  all  this  while  we  were  so  near  the  shore  as  to  be  able  to  converse  with 
the  people  whom  the  report  of  our  guns  had  at  length  brought  down  to 
the  rocks.  With  some  difficulty,  we  at  last  contrived  to  fling  a  line  to 
them,  which  being  made  fast,  some  of  the  crew  attempted  to  haul  them- 
selves ashore  by  it.  The  surf,  however,  broke  so  tremendously  between 
us  and  the  land,  though  I  do  not  believe  we  were  20  yards  from  it,  that 
all  the  poor  fellows  who  made  this  attempt  were  either  drowned  or  dashed 
to  pieces.  It  was  now  past  5  A.  m,  (25  Nov.),  the  weather  still  getting 
worse,  and  all  the  crew  out  but  a  few  drunken  wretches  who  lay  senseless 
on  the  deck,  and  about  17  noble  souls  who  declared  they  would  die  with 
their  officers ;  a  dreadful  sea  was  breaking  over  us,  the  fore  part  of  the 
ship  entirely  under  water,  and  the  rest  expected  to  go  to  pieces  every  mi- 
nute ;  the  wind  still  freshening,  and  being  conscious  that  our  remaining 
on  board  any  longer  could  be  of  no  possible  use;  it  being  moreover  pro- 
bable that  the  boats  would  not  again  be  able  to  approach  the  ship,  the  offi- 
cers now  persuaded  their  good  and  still  undaunted  captain  to  think  of  sav- 
ing his  life,  and  with  it  their  own,  as  they  had  resolved  one  and  all  to 
share  his  fate.  After  some  time  he  consented,  on  condition  that  the  offi- 
cers should  go  first.  This  point  being  concluded,  the  hope  of  life,  long 
dismissed  from  our  minds,  began  to  revive,  when  another  difficidty  arose, 
that  seemed  to  cast  it  further  back  than  ever, — which  of  the  officers  was  to 
lead  the  way  ?  The  extinction  of  this  reviving  hope  was  indeed  dreadful, 
and  the  pause  had  nearly  been  fatal  to  us  all.  At  length,  one  of  the  junior 
lieutenants,  long  known  to  the  crew,  and  as  brave  a  man  as  ever  trod  the 
quarter-deck,  agreed  to  lead,  the  rest  solemnly  promising  to  follow.  One 
after  another  we  now  descended  from  over  the  stern  (the  oidy  part  of  the 
ship  above  water),  by  single  ropes,  cold,  benumbed,  and  wet  through,  and 
in  this  condition  gained  the  boats,  then  in  perilous  attendance  underneath. 
In  this  manner  it  was  that  we  left  the  poor  old  Venerable,  and,  about 
6  o'clock,  reached  the  Impetueux,  where,  it  is  needless  to  say,  we  were 
treated  with  every  attention  and  kindness  that  one  ship's  officers  could 
show  to  those  of  another  in  distress.    When  the  morning  broke,  we  per- 
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ceived  the  ehlp  had  gone  to  pieces,  and  that  if  we  had  staid  aboahl,  all  of 
us  by  this  time  must  have  perished.  On  the  beach,  the  people  with  whom 
we  had  been  conversing  were  plundering  every  article  of  tlie  wreck  as  it 
floated  ashore." 

On  the  11  th  of  the  following  month,  Captain  Hunter,  his 
officers,  and  crew,  were  tried  by  a  court-martial,  at  Plymouth, 
for  the  loss  of  the  Venerable,  and  the  whole  of  them  fully  ac- 
quitted of  all  blame,  with  the  exception  of  one  man,  who  was 
fomid  guilty  of  drunkenness,  disobedience,  &c.  and  sentenced 
accordingly. 

Lieutenant  Thompson  was  next  appointed  first  of  the  Na- 
mur  74,  Captain  (now  Sir  Lawrence  William)  Halsted,  un- 
der whom  he  served  at  the  capture  of  four  French  line-of- 
battle  ships,  by  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan's  squadron,  Nov.  4, 
1805  *.  His  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Commander  took 
place  Dec.  24  following. 

We  subsequently  find  Captain  Thompson  commanding  the 
Bonne  Citoyenne  sloop,  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain  ;  Brune 
troop  ship,  employed  in  conveying  reinforcements  to  the 
army  under  Lord  Wellington  ;  and  Bristol  64,  on  the  Lisbon 
station.  He  was  advanced  to  post  rank  Aug.  12,  1812 ;  and 
superseded  in  the  command  of  the  latter  ship  in  1813. 


GEORGE  MOUBRAY,  Esq. 

Son  of  George  Moubray,  Esq.  a  junior  branch  of  the  very 
ancient  and  once  potent  family  seated  at  Cockainiy,  in  Fife- 
shire  t,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  late  Captain  Richard 
Toby,  R.  N. 

This  officer  commenced  his  naval  career,  June  4,  1789,  as 
a  midshipman  on  board  the  Adamant  50,  bearing  the  flag  of 
Sir  Richard  Hughes,  Bart,  commander-in-chief  at  Halifax. 
In  1792,  he  successively  joined  the  Hannibal  74,  Captain 
John  Colpoys,  and  Juno  32,  Captain  Samuel  Hood,  the  lat- 
ter ship  then  employed  in  attendance  upon  the  royal  family 
at  Weymouth. 

•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  pp.  289  and  431. 
t  See  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  p.  804,  and  the  addenda  to  Rear-Adiniral  Mou- 
bray's  memoirs. 
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In  1793,  Mr.  Moubray  visited  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Naples, 
Smyrna,  Malta,  and  Ancona ;  and  he  appears  to  have  con- 
tinued in  the  Juno  until  after  her  remarkable  escape  from  the 
inner  harbour  of  Toulon  *,  when  he  was  discharged  into  Lord 
Hood's  flag- ship,  the  Victory  of  100  guns,  on  promotion. 

On  the  27th  May,  1794,  Mr.  Moubray  was  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant of  la  Mozelle  sloop,  in  which  vessel  we  find  him  pre- 
sent at  the  capture  of  two  French  line-of-battle  ships,  by 
the  fleet  under  Vice-Admiral  Hotham,  Mar.  14,  1795  f. 

In  July  following,  la  Mozelle  narrowly  escaped  being  cap- 
tured by  an  enemy's  squadron,  consisting  of  one  80-gun  ship 
and  four  74's,  which  had  been  sent  from  Toulon  to  attack  a 
small  force  under  Captain  Horatio  Nelson,  employed  in  co- 
operation with  the  Austrian  army  at  Vado. 

The  enemy  were  first  discovered,  under  Spanish  colours, 
on  the  evening  of  the  6th  July,  and  at  day-light  next  morning 
it  was  found  that  they  had  gained  considerably  on  the  British 
detachment,  which  consisted  of  the  Agamemnon  64,  Meleager 
and  Ariadne  frigates,  la  Mozelle,  and  Mutine  cutter.  La 
Mozelle,  then  commanded  by  Captain  Charles  Brisbane,  had 
lost  her  main-top-gallant-mast  in  the  night,  which  obliged 
the  heroic  Nelson  to  shorten  sail  repeatedly  to  support  her ; 
and  the  enemy  were  so  intimidated  by  his  daring  behaviour, 
that  they  did  not  open  their  fire  till  the  British  were  close  in 
with  Cape  Corse,  which  the  Agamemnon  very  fortunately 
weathered  by  about  half  a  mile.  The  Meleager,  Ariadne,  and 
Mutine  were  well  to  windward ;  la  Mozelle,  however,  the 
dullest  sailer,  being  to  leeward  of  it,  had  no  alternative  but 
to  surrender,  run  on  shore,  or  attempt  the  almost  imprac- 
ticable passage  between  the  rocks  near  the  cape  and  a  little 
islet,  at  a  short  distance  from  it.  Captain  Brisbane,  with  his 
usual  intrepidity,  having  decided  upon  trying  the  passage^ 
la  Mozelle  bore  up,  and  the  Frenchmen,  knowing  it  was  im- 
possible to  follow,  opened  their  fire  in  succession  to  sink  her  : 
all  the  spare  sails  had  previously  been  spread  between  decks, 
with  a  quantity  of  tar,  and  every  thing  else  inflammable,  Cap- 
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t  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  note  at  p.  340. 
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tain  Brisbane  being  determined  to  destroy  his  sloop,  rather 
than  that  she  should  be  captured. 

Oil  the  I9th  Au'f.  1/96,  Lieutenant  Moubray  joined  la 
Virgi've  frigate.  Captain  Anthony  tlunt.  The  manner  in 
wliic'i  \u  was  e  nployed  from  that  period  till  the  end  of  1798, 
will  oe  see  i  bv  reference  to  pp.  247 — ^51  of  Suppl.  Part  II. 
f 'e  rct-iirped  to  lii);>land  in  tiie  same  ship,  fro.n  the  East 
India  stat'oii,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Geoi'ge  Ast'c, 
Feb.  M,  1803;  and  was  paid  off  at  Deptfoi'd  on  the  12th  of 
the  Tol 'owing  month. 

Lleiue.^ant  Moabray's  subsetjuent  aj^pointments  we'-e,  in 
April,  1803,  to  the  Seaho/se  frigaie.  Captain  the  Hon.  Coiir- 
tenay  Uoyle,  fitting  for  the  Mediterranean  ;  Nov.  4,  1804,  to 
the  (loyal  Sovereign,  a  first  rate,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  Rich- 
ard Die 'ierton,  Bart.  ^  and  Oct.  5,  1805,  to  be  first  of  the 
Polyphemus  64,  Captain  Robert  Redniill,  emp'oyed  in  the 
blockade  of  Cadiz. 

The  Polypheaius  sustained  a  loss  of  2  n?eii  killed  and  4 
wounded  at  the  glorious  battle  of  Trafalgar.  During  the  tre- 
mendous gale  that  ensued,  she  took  the  Argonauta,  Spanish 
80,  Ml  tow,  and  anchored  her  in  safety :  she  afterwards  es- 
coi'ted  Nelsoa's  flag-ship  to  the  entrance  of  the  Straits ;  and 
finally  towed  the  Swiftsure,  French  74,  fro.u  her  anchorage 
near  Ctidiz  to  Gibraltar.  But  fox*  the  assistance  rendered  by 
the  Polyphemus  to  the  small  party  in  charge  of  that  prize, 
the  Fr?nch  would  have  been  able  to  boast,  that  noo  ore  of 
their  ships  captured  by  Nelson's  fleet  had  entered  a  British 
port. 

Captain  Moubray's  commission  as  a  commander  bears  date 
Dec.  24,  1805.  He  returned  home  in  the  Polyphemus  about 
the  end  of  Jan.  1806 ;  and  was  appointed  to  the  Rhodian 
brig,  of  10  guns,  fitting  for  foreign  service,  Jan.  27,  1809. 
he  removed  from  that  vessel  to  the  Moselle,  of  18  guns,  on 
the  Jamaica  station,  June  26,  1S12;  and  continued  to  com- 
mand the  latter  until  Mar.  31,  1813.  His  promotion  to  post 
rank  took  place  Aug.  12,  1812. 

This  officer  married,  in  June,  1812,  Eliza  PelleiV,  eldest 
daughter  of  A.  N.  Yates,  Esq.  naval  storekeeper  at  Jamaica, 
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by  whom  he  hae  had  issue  Beveral  sons  and  daughters.     One 
of  his  sisters  is  the  lady  of  Captain  James  Katon,  R.  N. 


I. 


ALEXANDER  CUNNINGHAM,  Esq. 

Was  first  Lieutenant  of  the  Hero  74,  Captain  the  Hon. 
Alan  Hyde  Gardner,  at  the  capture  of  four  French  line-of- 
battle  ships,  by  the  squadron  under  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan, 
Nov.  4,  1805  *.  He  obtained  the  rank  of  commander  Dec. 
24  following  ;  and  was  appointed  to  the  Bermuda  brig,  of  10 
guns,  in  Jan.  1809.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  his  official 
letter  to  Rear-Admiral  Foley,  reporting  the  recapture  of  the 
ApcUes  brig,  May  4,  1812 : — 

"  By  a  telegraphic  communication  from  the  Castilian,  on  the  afternoon 
of  tlieSil,  at  Dungeness,  liearncd  that  H.M.  sloops  Skylark  and  Apelles" 
(Captains  James  Boxer  and  Frederick  HofFman")  "  were  on  shore  to  the 
westward  of  Boulogne;  and  as  the,  fate  of  the  Apelles  was,  in  particular, 
extremely  uncertain,  I  weighed,  with  the  Rinaldo"  (Captain  Sir  William 
George  Parker)  "  ia  company,  steering  towards  the  French  coast,  in  the 
hope  of  rendering  her  some  assistance.  At  day-break  we  observed  the  Ri- 
naldo in  chase  of  the  Apelles,  which  hatl  been  got  afloat  about  6  miles  to 
the  easHvard  of  Etaples,  and  was  under  jury-sails,  the  enemy  navigating 
her  along  shore.  About  9  a.  m.  we  both  came  up,  and  drove  her  on  shore 
with  a  few  broadsides,  under  a  battery  about  3  miles  to  the  eastward  of 
that  plate.  As  the  tide  was  falling,  I  discontinued  the  attack  in  conse- 
quence of  the  advantage  the  enemy  would  have  in  planting  his  field-pieces 
and  small-arm  men  close  to  her  at  low  water  mark. 

••  The  Castilian  and  Phipps"  (Captains  David  Braimer  and  Thomas 
Wells)  "joined  before  the  tide  served  to  recommence  our  operations,  and, 
with  this  addition  to  our  force,  at  about  2-30  p.  m.,  I  renewed  the  attack, 
leading  iu  ciuse  under  the  battery,  with  the  wind  N.  E.  by  N.,  the  other 
sloops  following  ;  and,  as  they  came  up,  givin.'j  their  broadsides,  by  which 
the  enemy's  troops,  embarked  in  the  Apelles,  were  soon  driven  out.  The 
boats  of  the  squadron,  as  had  been  previously  arranged,  were  then  imme- 
diately sent  in  under  the  command  of  my  tirst  Lieutenant,  Saunders,  who 
most  gallantly  boarded  her,  and  though,  for  a  considerable  time,  exposed 
to  a  galling  tire  of  shot  and  shells  from  the  battery,  and  a  collection  of  field- 
pieces,  she  was  got  afloat,  and  brought  out  iu  safety  about  4  o'clock,  dur- 
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in^  which  time  the  sloops  used  their  utmost  endeavours  to  cover  the  boats, 
and  prevent,  as  much  as  possible,  further  annoyance  from  the  enemy. 

"  I  feel  greatly  indebted  to  Captains  Bruimer,  Wells,  and  Sir  W.  Parker, 
their  officers  and  men,  particularly  those  employed  in  the  boats.  I  am 
happy  to  add  an  acknowledgment  of  the  merits  of  my  own  officers  and 
crew,  particularly  of  Lieutenant  Thomas  Saunders  and  the  volunteers  acting 
under  him  in  the  boats,  who  gallantly  undertook  the  service,  when  the  ad- 
vantageous situation  of  the  euemy  led  me  to  expect  a  much  more  sangui- 
nary result. 

"  The  loss  of  the  enemy  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  determine ; 
but,  I  am  happy  to  state,  that  the  service  has  been  performed  without  even 
a  wound  on  our  part,  though  at  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  the 
Apelles  was  full  of  troops,  and  the  defence  from  the  shore  obstinately 
maintained.  I  trust  this  circumstance  will  not  only  bespeak  our  extremely 
good  fortune,  but  prove  more  strongly  than  I  can  express,  that  the  plan  of 
attack  was  well  laid,  and  judiciously  executed,  by  the  oflScers  and  men 
under  my  orders. 

"  The  boats  gave  the  soldiers  so  little  time  to  escape,  that  4  were  left 
on  hoard,  calling  themselves  part  of  the  King  of  Rome's  body-guard,  and 
bearing  the  insignia  of  their  corps.  We  found  the  Apelles  much  cut  up 
from  our  fire,  and  she  afterwards  sustained  great  damage  from  the  enemy ; 
she  has  7  guns  and  most  of  her  stores  and  provisions  remaining  on  board. 
The  Skylark  was  completely  destroyed,  lying  some  distance  to  the  cast- 
ward,  still  smoking.  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating,  that  the  crews 
of  both  vessels  escaped  in  their  boats,  with  the  exception  of  Captain  Hoff- 
man and  19  of  his  people." 

Rear-Admiral  Foley,  when  transmitting  this  report  to  the 
Admiralty,  informed  their  lordships  that  Captain  Cunningham 
had  "  always  shewn  himself  a  brave,  zealous,  and  active 
officer."     His  post  commission  bears  date  Aug.  12, 1812. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Goodc  and  Clarke. 
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JOHN  WILLIAM  ANDREW,  Esq. 

/#  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Dath. 

Tins  officer  is  the  son  of  a  clergyman.  He  was  made 
Lieutenant  April  2,  1806 ;  and  appointed  to  command  the 
Weazlc  brig,  of  19  guns,  about  Nov.  1811.  His  gallant  and 
judicious  conduct  in  a  brilliant  action  with  an  enemy's  scjuad- 
ron  off  Venice,  Feb.  21,  1812,  has  been  noticed  at  p.  743  of 
Vol.  I.  Part  II. 

Captain  Andrew's  post  commisaion  bears  date  Sept.  20  in 
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the  same  year.    He  was  appointed  to  the  Dee  of  24  guns, 
Oct.  1,  1814  ;  and  rominated  a  C.  B.  during  his  absence  on 
a  voyage  to  Hudson's  bay,  in  1815. 
Agent. — J.  Hinxman,  Esq. 


JOSHUA  RTCKETTS  ROWLEY,  Esq. 

SficoN  o  son  of  >s;- William  Rowley,  Bart,  of  Tendring 
Hall,  CO.  Suffolk,  by  Susannah  Ed-th,  sister  to  Sir  Kobevt 
Hprluiid,  Bart. 

Tiiis  officer  was  made  lieutenant  April  0,  1808 ;  and  com- 
mander in  Aup^.  18h»;  appointed  to  the  Peloais  l)rig.  in  Mar. 
181 1  ;  and  posted  inlo  the  Blossom  of  24  guns,  Sept.  30, 
1812.  Since  the  peace  he  has  commanded  the  Syb' lie  44, 
bearing  the  flag  of  bis  nnc'e,  Su*  Charles  Rowley,  K.  C.  B. 
o.i  the  Jamaica  station. 

Captain  Rowley  married,  in  1824,  Charloite,  daughter  of 
John  Moselcy,  of  Toftres,  co.  Norfolk,  Esq. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Chard. 


JOHN  GRIFFITH,  Esq. 

Second  son  of  Edmund  Griffith,  Esq.  a  Police  Magistrate 
of  St.  Mary- le- bone,  Westminster. 

Was  made  commander  May  31,  1809j  obtuired  post-rank 
Oct.  13,  1812;  and  died  in  1826. 


HEW  STEUART,  Esq. 

Knight  of  the  Imperial  Russian  Order  of  Si.  JVtadimir. 

Srcond  son  of  David  Stenart,  Esq.  Lord  Provost  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  1/81  and  1782,  (the  youngest  son  of  John  Steuart, 
of  Dalguise,  co.  Perth,  who  derived  his  descent  in  a  direct 
line  from  the  youngest  son  of  Robert  II.  King  of  Scotland,;  by 
Miss  Fordyce,  the  only  Ihieal  descendant  of  John  Kno::,  tiie 
Scotch  reformer,  who  has  any  issue. 

This  officer  was  born  July  14,  1780 ;  and  entered  at  the 
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naval  academy,  Portsmouth,  Feb.  1,  1793.  He  first  em- 
barUed,  in  Nov.  17%,  as  a  midshipman,  on  board  the  Pegasus 
28,  Cnptain  Ross  Donnelly ;  and  subsequently  joined  the  Bed- 
ford 74,  Captain  Sir  Thomas  Byard,  in  which  ship  he  was 
present  at  the  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  near  Camperdown, 
Oct.  11,1  JQ'J  *.  We  next  find  him  in  the  Venerable  74,  bear- 
ing the  flag  of  Lord  Duncan,  under  whom  he  also  served  in 
the  Kent  of  similar  force.  His  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant  took  place  June  28,  1799. 

On  tliat  occasion  Mr.  Steuart  was  appointed  to  the  Jalouse 
sloop,  in  which  vessel  he  continiied,  principally  as  first  Lieu- 
tenant, under  Captains  John  Temple,  the  Hon.  F.  P.  Irby, 
and  Christopher  Stracbey,  until  removed  to  the  Monarch  74, 
Lord  Keith's  flag-ship,  in  June,  1803.  A  few  days  previous 
thento,  he  commanded  the  boats  of  the  Jalouse  at  the  cap- 
ture of  two  French  gun-vesbcls  (la  Commode  and  I'lnabord- 
ablc),  each  mounting  3  long  24-pounders  and  1  eighteen, 
under  a  heavyfire  of  musketry  from  the  cliffs  at  the  east  part 
of  Ciipe  Blanc  Nez,  where  they  had  been  driven  ashore  by 
the  Jmmortalite  frigate,  Jalouse,  and  Cruiser  brig  f. 

We  have  already  stated  that  Lieutenant  Sleuart  was  en- 
trusted with  the  charge  of  one  of  the  principal  explosion 
vessels  attacl)ed  to  the  "  catamaran  expedition,"  in  Oct. 
18()4;  and  that  he  afterwards  received  a  promise  of  promo- 
tion from  the  nobleman  then  presiding  at  the  Admiralty  J. 
The  "stone  expedition'*  here  attracts  our  attention. 

This  was  an  expedient  proposed  to  block  up  the  harbour 
of  Boulogne,  by  sinking  ships,  loaded  with  stones,  at  its  en- 
trance ;  and  to  effect  which,  three  merchant- vessels,  of  about 
4t)0  tons  each,  were  purchased,  and  their  holds  filled  with 
blocks  of  granite,  well  cemoited  and  clamped  together,  so  as 
to  resist  the  action  of  the  sea,  at  least  for  a  certain  ti»ne : 
this  part  of  the  preparation  being  complete,  the  vessels  were 
next  rendered  combustible,  by  the  addition  of  every  thing 
inflammatory  that  could  be  laid  in  them.    The  projector  was 


•  Sec  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  pp.  150—153.    The  Bedford  had  30  killed  and  41 
wounded. 

t  See  Suppl.  Part  I.  p.  12.  %  Sec  id.  pp.  46  and  275. 
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to  superintend  the  execution  of  his  scheme,  supported  by 
Lieutenants  Steuart,  Payne  (of  the  Immortality),  and  Came- 
ron (of  the  Utrecht  64),  each  provided  with  a  fast  rowing 
galley  ;  but,  after  many  delays,  the  enterprise  was  altogether 
abandoned. 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year,  Lieutenant  Steuart  was 
sent  on  various  other  detached  services,  among  which  was  an 
attempt  made  to  destroy  fort  Rouge,  a  battery  erected  on 
piles,  at  the  entrance  of  Calais  harbour.  This  was  partly 
accomplished  by  means  of  the  explosion  vessel  under  his  com- 
mand ;  but  from  the  circumstance  of  two  others  not  being 
able  to  fetch  the  point  of  attack,  the  injury  done  was  far  less 
extensive  than  might  have  been  otherwise  expected.  Lord 
Keith,  in  an  official  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  says  *'  the  con- 
duct of  Lieutenant  Hew  Steuart,  of  the  Monarch,  on  this 
recent  occasion,  will  not  fail,  I  am  sure,  to  excite  their  lord- 
ships* admiration  and  praise.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  con- 
veying to  them  Captain  Sir  Home  Popham's  testimony  to  his 
distinguished  merit." 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  at  length  promoted,  Jan. 
22,  1806 ;  and  in  the  following  year  he  commanded  the  Mu- 
tine  brig,  of  18  guns,  employed  in  escorting  the  King's  German 
Legion  to  and  from  the  island  of  Rugen  ♦.  He  was  also  at- 
tached to  the  inshore  squadron  off  Copenhagen,  and  frequently 
engaged  with  the  Danish  batteries  and  gun-boats  during  the 
bombardment  of  that  city  f.  A  few  days  previous  to  the  ca- 
pitulation, he  volunteered  his  services,  in  conjunction  with 
Captain  (now  Sir  John)  Phillimore,  to  attempt  the  capture  or 
destruction  of  an  advanced  two-decker ;  a  measure,  however, 
which  the  commander-in-chief  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
sanction. 

Captain  Steuart  left  the  Mutine  in  1806;  and  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Reynard,  a  new  10-gun  brig,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  1809.  In  that  vessel  he  accompanied  the  expedition 
to  Walcheren  j  and  on  the  day  after  the  disembarkation  of 
the  army,  we  find  him  pushing  on  after  the  bombs  and  gun- 


♦  See  Suppl.  Purt  II.  p.  227. 
'+  See  Suppl.  Part  I.  p.  L>3!>. 
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boats  sent  to  the  attack  of  Campvere,  his  pilots  having  de- 
clared that  they  could  place  him  close  to  the  town,  in  an 
advantageous  position.  Unfortunately,  in  working  up  the 
Veere  Gat,  his  brig  grounded  several  times,  and  ultimately 
stuck  fast,  so  near  the  enemy's  batteries,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  cut  away  the  masts  and  throw  every  thing  overboard,  in 
order  to  get  her  afloat. 

The  Reynard  was  afterwards  sent  to  the  Baltic  station, 
where  Captain  Steuart  continued  until  a  communication  was 
opened  with  Riga,  in  June  1812  ;  at  which  period  he  received 
orders  from  Rear- Admiral  T.  Byam  Martin  to  assume  the 
command  of  a  flotilla,  hastily  equipped,  at  the  request  of 
General  Von  Essen,  to  act  against  the  French  and  Prussian 
armies  under  Marshals  Macdonald  and  Yorck.  In  an  official 
letter  to  Sir  James  Saumarez,  dated  Aug.  4,  1812,  the  Rcar- 
Admiral  expresses  himself  as  follows  : — 

"  The  way  Captain  Steuart  has  conducted  himself,  in  the  command  of 
the  Russian  and  English  gun-boats,  is  highly  praise-worthy  ;  and  his  un- 
remitting activity,  so  creditable  to  the  country,  has  been  willingly  imitated 
by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Aboukir  and  Ranger,  who  are  placed  under 
his  orders  :  they  have  unquestionably  kept  the  enemy  from  crossing  the 
river,  at  the  falls  above  the  town,  where  a  body  of  infantry  and  horse  still 
remained  entrenched ;  the  only  time  they  ever  advanced  towards  the  boats 
they  were  dispersed  in  a  very  few  minutes,  after  having  5  men  and  2 
horses  killed." 

The  subsequent  operations  of  the  combined  flotilla  are 
thus  detailed  by  Captain  Steuart,  in  a  letter  to  Rear- Admiral 
Martin,  dated  at  Riga,  Oct.  3,  \S12  : 

*'  In  my  last  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  an  attack  on  the  Prus- 
sians in  this  vicinity  was  intended  to  take  place  about  the  2Clh  ultimo.  A 
considerable  body  of  troops,  under  Count  Steinheil,  left  Riga  on  that  day  *, 
and  the  gun-boats  under  the  command  of  the  English  officers  accompanied 
a  strong  diviHion  of  40  Russian  boats,  besides  10  launches,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Admiral  Muller,  up  the  river  Aa. 

"The  enemy  had  withdrawn  bis  troops  from  Schlock,  and  his  other 
posts,  on  the  approach  of  the  boats.  We  therefore  did  not  njeet  with  any 
opposition  until  the  2.9th,  when  about  5  miles  below  IMittau  :  the  enemy 
had  there  placed  three  different  booms  across  the  river,  about  half  a  mile 
distant  from  each  other.  Within  pistol-shot  of  the  third  boom,  which  was 
very  strong  and  well  constructed,  were  placed  three  batteries  of  4  guns 

•  Sec  Suppl.  Part  II.  p.  183. 
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each.  The  booms  were  soon  destroyed,  and,  as  we  arrived  np,  the  enemy 
abandoned  their  positions,  with  such  precipitation  that  four  24-poun<lers 
were  left  in  the  works. 

"  The  English  boats  were  always  in  advance,  and  Admiral  Mull'^r  has 
desired  ine  to  say  how  much  he  is  pleased  with  the  exertions  of  Captain 
(John)  Brentoa  and  the  lieutenants  emploved  in  the  boats. 

"The  flotilla  took  possession  ol'  JVIitlao  aoout  rooii ;  the  enemy  had 
not  time  to  remove  some  very  considerable  magazines  of  c'otliing  and 
grain,  some  arms  and  aran'anitioo.  lie  also  left  about  -iOO  sick  and 
wounded  behind.  Jn  the  evening,  a  detachme.it  of  the  army  eniered  the 
town. 

"  The  Prussians  retired  from  Olai  upon  Bourski,  where  they  had  about 
120  pieces  of  cannon,  intended  for  the  siege  of  this  place;  they  there  re- 
ceived reinforcements  on  the  29th,  which  Macdonald  had  sent  them  from 
Jacobstadt. 

"On  the  30th,  the  Russians  we.-e  compelled  to  retire  from  befo»'e  a 
force  of  25,000  men,  who  had  nearly  80  pieces  of  cannon.  As  the  troops 
had  retired  to  the  vicinity  of  Riga,  the  flotil'a  left  Mittau  in  the  e/ening  of 
tlie  30th  ;  and  after  destroying  a  brii'ge,  which  had  been  erected  to  facili- 
tate the  crossing  of  the  troops  and  artillery,  arrived  at  Danamunt'e  lust 
night." 

Captain  Steuart  continued  at  Riga  until  the  enem'es'  troops 
were  altogether  withdrawn  from  that  neighbourhood,  when 
he  returned  to  Enghind  in  the  Reynard,  and  was  promoted 
to  post  rank  by  commission  dated  Nov.  20,  I8J2.  Previous 
thereto  he  had  been  presented  by  the  Eaiperor  Alexander 
with  the  order  of  St.  Wladimir,  of  tlie  4th  class,  as  a  reward 
for  his  zealous  co-operation  with  the  Russian  commanders. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Keith  to 
one  of  Captain  Steuart's  friends,  dated  at  Plymouth,  April  4, 
1813: 

"Captain  Steuart  is  also  a  connexion  of  mine,  being  cousin  to  my  late 
wife.  He  is  an  officer  I  much  respect  and  esteem,  and  one  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  have  under  my  command ;  but  I  fear  I  have  not  influence 
enough  to  get  him  employed,  ^\nen  a  secret  service  was  intended  here 
some  time  ago,  1  mentioned  him  to  Lord  Rlelville  as  an  officer  !  wisbed  to 
have  with  me ;  and  should  any  thing  of  the  sort  turn  up  again,  I  shall  not 
lose  the  opportunity." 

Captain  Steuart's  next  appointment  was,  Oct.  1,  1814,  to 
the  Towey  24,  from  which  ship  he  was  dismissed  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court-martial  on  v!  o  East  India  station,  in  Dec. 
1816. 

One  of  Captain  Steuart's  brothers  (Thomas  David)  is  a 
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Major  in  the  Bengal  cavalry.  Another  (James)  entered  the 
royal  navy  unJer  Captain  Ross  Donnelly ;  assisted  at  the 
capture  of  the  Rivoli  French  74,  and  destruction  of  an  18- 
gun  brig,  off  Venice,  in  1812 ;  was  wounded  in  the  VVeazle's 
gallant  action  with  fourteen  French  gun-boats,  April  22, 
1813*;  obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  Dec.  23^  1814  j  was 
present  at  the  capitulation  of  Naples,  in  J  81 5;  bore  a  part 
at  the  battle  of  Algiers,  Aug.  27, 1816;  and  died  at  Calcutta, 
April  12,  1820,  in  his  27th  year.  This  gallant  and  estimable 
young  man  had  just  received  his  appointment  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Exraouth  country  ship,  and  his  relatives  at 
Bombay  were  fondly  anticipating  his  arrival  there,  when  he 
was  suddenly  cut  o*T  from  his  family  and  fair  expectations, 
by  an  attack  of  spasmodic  cholera,  after  a  short  illness  of 
only  1 2  hours, 
^^■ewif.— J.  Copland,  Esq.  .       , 


4n 


WILLIAM  ROBILLfARD,  Esq. 

Was  wounded  while  serving  as  midshipman  under  Captain, 
(now  Sir  Philip  C.)  Durham,  at  the  capture  of  la  Loire,  French 
frigate,  Oct.  18,  1793  f.  He  obtained  a  lieutenant's  com- 
mission July  13,  1799 ;  and  received  the  Turkish  gold  medal 
for  his  services  during  the  Egyptian  campaign  :  his  promo- 
tion to  the  rank  of  commander  took  place  Nov.  24,  1808 ; 
previous  to  which  we  find  him  acting  in  the  Superieure  brig, 
stationed  at  the  Leeward  Islands  J. 

Captain  Robilliard  subsequently  commanded  the  Savage, 
Wanderer^  and  Podargus ;  the  latter  a  14-gun  brig,  on  the 
Baltic  station,  where  he  distinguished  himself  by  his  "  un- 
common exertion,  and  extreme  gallantry,**  in  an  action  with 
a  Danish  squadron,  July  7»  1812  §. 

This  officer's  post  commission  bears  date  Dec.  14,  1812. 
He  married,  July  12,  1820,  Martha,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Clarke,  of  the  island  of  Antigua,  Esq. 

Agents^ — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


•  See  p.  127,  et  .m^.  f  See  Vol.  I.  Purt  II.  p.  152. 

X  See  Suppl.  Part  I.  p.  471,  */  '^y-  §  See  p.  33,  etseq. 
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ALEXANDER  RENTON  SHARPE,  Esq. 

^  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath. 

Brother  of  Lieutenant-General  Matthew  Sharpe,  and  for- 
merly an  officer  in  the  army.  His  first  naval  commission 
bears  date  Dec.  8,  1806 ;  and  he  appears  to  have  been  ad- 
vanced to  the  rank  of  commander,  Mar.  25,  1809. 

On  the  1st  May,  1811,  Captain  Sharpe,  then  in  the  Scout 
brig,  assisted  at  the  destruction  of  two  French  store-ships 
and  an  armed  transport,  all  laden  with  ship-timber,  a  battery 
of  4  guns  and  1  mortar,  and  a  martello  tower,  in  Sagone  bay, 
Corsica;  on  which  occasion  his  first  Lieutenant  (William 
Neame),  boatswain,  and  1  man  were  wounded.  The  official 
account  of  this  affair  will  be  found  at  p;  724,  et  seq.  of  Vol. 
II.  Part  II. 

Captain  Sharpe's  promotion  to  post  rank  took  place  Jan. 
22, 1813  ;  and  from  that  period  we  find  him  commanding  the 
Hyacinth  24,  principally  on  the  Mediterranean  and  South 
American  stations,  till  towards  the  end  of  1818.  He  was 
nominated  a  C.  B.  Dec.  8,  1815. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Maude  and  Co. 


HON.  ROBERT  RODNEY. 

Fourth  son  of  George,  second  Lord  Rodney,  by  Anne, 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Harley,  son  of  Edward,  third 
Earl  of  Oxford.  He  was  born  May  14,  1786  j  made  lieute- 
nant Aug.  15,  1806  i  and  advanced  to  the  rank  of  commander 
early  in  181 1.    His  post  commission  bears  date  Feb.  22,  1813. 

Captain  Rodney  married,  July  20,  1819,  Anne,  youngest 
daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Thomas  Dennett,  of  Lock  As- 
hurst,  CO.  Sussex,  Esq.  He  became  a  widower  Feb.  24, 
1824  J  and  died,  in  command  of  the  Dryad  frigate,  July  20, 
1826. 
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ROBERT  MITFORD,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant  in  Jan.  1802 ;  commander  Feb.  16, 
1807;  and  post-captain  Mar.  31,  1813.  He  commanded 
the  Espoir  brig,  of  18  guns,  at  the  capture  of  the  islands  of 
Ischia  and  Procida,  in  1809  * ;  and  on  the  4th  April,  1810, 
his  boats  assisted  at  the  destruction  of  two  settees,  laden 
with  oil,  near  the  town  of  Castiglione  f  :  a  few  days  after- 
wards, they  also  helped  to  destroy  two  sloops,  with  cargoes, 
in  the  bay  of  Naples. 

On  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  the  Espoir  arrived  off  Ter* 
recino,  in  company  with  the  Spartan  and  Success  frigates, 
commanded  by  Captains  Jahleel  Brenton,  and  John  Ayscough. 
Four  square-rigged  vessels  and  several  feluccas  being  dis- 
covered there  at  anchor  under  a  castle,  the  boats  of  the 
squadron  were  immediately  detached  to  attack  them,  and  Cap- 
tain Mitford,  "  with  great  energy  and  judgment,"  ran  in  and 
sounded  under  the  various  batteries.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
Spartan  and  her  consorts  brought  up,  and  commenced  a 
brisk  cannonade  ;  while  the  boats,  under  the  orders  of  Lieu- 
tenants William  Augustus  Baumgardt,  and  George  Rose 
Sartorious,  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  fire,  gallantly  boarded  a 
ship  mounting  6  guns,  which  was  obstinately  defended  by  her 
crew ;  they  also  obtained  possession  of  three  barks,  and 
brought  off  their  four  prizes  with  no  greater  loss  than  one  man 
killed  and  two  seamen  wounded. 

Captain  Mitford  subsequently  commanded  the  Minstrel  24, 
on  the  Mediterranean  station. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Chard. 
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HENDERSON  BAIN,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant  in  Jan.  1800 j  promoted  to  the 
command  of  the  Harpy  sloop,  on  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
station.  Mar,  29,1811;  and  posted  into  Uie  Lion  G4,  flag- 


See  Suppl.  Part  I.  pp.  89—92. 
t  See  id.  p.  l.'il,  et  scq. 
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ship  of   Rear-Admiral  (now  Sir  Charles)  Tyler,  April    6, 
1813.     The  Harpy  assisted  at  the  reduction  of  Java,  in 

1811. 

Captain  Bain  married,  Apvil  3,  1821,  Sarah,  eldest  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  VV.  Haggitt,  Cbap'ain  of  Chelsea  Hospital. 


RICHARD  SPEAR,  Esq. 

Was  originally  a  banker's  clerk  at  Dublin.  He  entered  the 
naval  service  under  the  auspices  of  the  first  Lord  Gardner, 
and  was  subsequently  patronized  by  the  Marquis  of  Hasti-igs. 
We  first  find  him  serving  as  lieutenant  of  the  Conqueror  74, 
Captain  (now  Sir  Israel)  PeUevv,  at  the  glorious  battle  Oi  Tra- 
falgar. 

After  that  tremendous  coafl'ct  Lieutenant  Spear  was  en- 
trusted with  the  charge  of  the  Uucentaure  80,  (Mons.  Ville- 
neuve's  late  flag-ship)  in  which  lie  was  wrecked,  on  the  22d 
Oct.  at  the  entrance  of  Cadiz  buj .  His  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  commander  took  place  Dec-  24,  1805. 
•  On  the  2d  Sept.  1811,  Captain  Spear,  then  in  the  Clianticleer 
brig  of  10  guns,  was  attacked,  and  nearly  captured,  by  a 
Danish  squadron.  The  very  gallant  defence  made  by  his 
consort,  Lieutenant  Pichard  William  Simmonds,  of  the  Manly 
gun-brig,  will  be  sesn  by  the  following  extracts  of  a  letter 
from  that  officer  to  Sir  Henry  Edwin  Stanhope,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief at  Sheerness  j  dated  Christiansand,  Norway, 
Sept.  4 : — 

"  We  exchanged  numbers  with  the  Chatiticleer  at  5-30  p.  m.  on  the 
1st  instant,  Dromuiels  bearing*  N.  W.  by  VV.,  distant  about  12  leagues, 
when  she  made  our  signal  to  pass  within  hail,  which  1  accordingly  com- 
plied with,  and  after  waiting  on  Captain  Spear,  having  no  surgeon  on  board 
the  Manly,  and  both  vessels  being  bound  to  one  port,  I  thought  it  prudent, 
through  his  advice,  to  remain  in  company  with  the  Chanticleer  that  night, 
for  the  purpose  of  her  surgeon  visiting  my  sick  people  the  next  morning. 
Captain  Spear  informing  me,  at  the  same  time,  he  meant  to  sail  along  the 
coast  during  the  night :  the  superior  sailing  of  the  Chanticleer  occasion- 
ed me  to  carry  a  press  of  sail,  against  a  heavy  head-sea,  to  keep  her  com- 
pany. 

"  At  1  A.  M.  she  vvas  a  long  way  a-head ;  and  at  2,  I  observed  three 
strange  sail  close  to  her,  but  could  not  now  discover  which  was  the  Chan- 
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ticlecr.    I  then  made  the  private  nigh,    ffnal    ^hich  'vas  answered  in  that 
direction;  and  tlie  four  vessels  beinjf  ri.  'it  a-"«eft(I,  '    jntinued  my  course, 
endeavouring'  to  come  up  \vjt!i  them,  as  f  wascertai.    he  (Jhaniii-'oer  must 
be  one.    About  3-30  I  observed  a  firing  amonj^st  I.  em,  \vb       {jave  mf 
suspicion  that  the  three  strangers  musi  oe  enemy's  vessels  ;  api     .noeivinc  - 
from  tlieir  superior  Turce  the  Chanticleer  musi;  be  iu  a  very  !     I'ous  situ  ^ 
tion.  1  was  de'tei'mined,  w'latever  mij^'u  be  the  consequence,  ii     to  for^iuo 
licr,  ItiU  to  biiaic  ihe  same  fa.e,  ana  cOxUinued  unt-ei'  all  sail,  cisiitg  e/cry 
c\'citio'i  io  mv  po^vep'  to  close  with  them  for  her  assistance  :  beinj  coaft- 
dent,  from  the  appearance  o"  the  strang'ers,  that  their  fo  -ce  was  raoi*e  than 
double  ours,  boih  in  guns  and  men,  I  oo'y  thought  of  selling  the  Manly 
as  dear  as  possi'i>'e,  in  her  support.     1  could  not,  however,  distinguish 
whici?  was  the  Cnaniicleer,  till  after  I  had  received  the  fire  of  two  f>?  the 
enemy's  vessels,  which  ]  found  to  he  three  Danisb  brigs  of  war.    I  then 
perceii'cd  the  Chant'cleer  to  be  abaft  m/  larboard  beam,  making  sail  from 
the  enemy.    The  largest  brig  no>v  tacked  lo  close  :he  Manly.-  1  hauled  to 
the  wind,  and  tacked,  with  our  head  to  the  eastward,  to  Join  the  Chanti- 
cleer, if  posslb'e ;  but  she  st'll  kept  her  course,  steering  from  the  enemy, 
and  seemed  to  decline,  on  her  part,  to  renew  the  action.     I  had,  however, 
by  this  time,  for  her  support,  placed  the  ftlanly  in  a  situation  where  it  was 
impossible  lo  avoid  it,  and  the  largest  of  the  enemy's  brigs,  which  aiter- 
waids  pioved  .o  be  the  Loland,  comin;^  uo  oa  our  starboard  beam,  we  re- 
ceived ber  whole  broadside,  which  did  us  considei'able  damage.    We  in- 
stantly returned  It,  when  an  action  coinmenced,  and  continued  within 
nmsket-shot  for  ihe  space  of  2  hours  and  25  minutes,  when  the  other  two 
brigs,  which  had  now  left  oflF  chasing  the  Chanticleer,  returned  lo  support 
the  Loland,  and  were  within  muskei-shot,  the  one  endeavouring  to  take 
her  station  on  our  larboard  bow,  the  other  to  supply  the  place  of  the  Lo- 
land, wlio  now  tacked,  and  placed  herself  on  oar  starboard  quarter,  keep- 
ing up  a  constant  fire;  nor  was  it  in  the  smallest  degree  possible  for  us 
to  prevent  these  manoeuvres  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  owing  to  their  su- 
perior sailing,  and  we  being  completely  disabled,  our  head-sails  having  been 
all  shot  away  about  the  beginning  of  the  action,  and  afterwards  our  standing 
and  running  rigging,  with  all  the  other  sails  entirely  cut  to  p'eces ;  our 
masts  and  bowsprit  being  badly  wounded  in  several  places,  and  4  guns  dis- 
mounted :  as  the  fire  of  all  three  brigs  would  have  been  opened  upon  us 
at  a  very  small  distance,  within  the  space  of  5  minutes,  they  still  continu- 
ing to  close,  and  our  force  consisting  of  only  37  men  and  5  boys  ;  the 
brig  being  in  a  crippled  state  and  quite  unmanageable,  I  conceived  it  would 
only  have  been  vain  presumption  on  my  part,  and  a  cruel  sacrifice  of  the 
lives  of  my  brave  little  crew,  to  have  pretended  further  resistance  against 
three  heavy  vessels,  each  of  which,  as  it  afterwards  proved,  mounted  IS 
long  18-pounders,  especially  when  there  was  not  the  smallest  hopes  of  any 
assistance,  or  possibility  of  escape.     I  was,  therefore,  reluctantly  com- 
polled  to  submit  to  their  superior  force ;  and  although  our  loss  in  men 
was  very  trifling,  having  only  1  killed  and  3  wounded,  yet,  from  the  length 
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of  time  we  were  exposed  to  their  Are,  and  the  sbnttered  state  of  the  brig  at 
the  close  of  the  action,  I  have  to  thank  the  Almighty  no  more  of  them  fell. 
The  Loland  lias  also  suffered  considerably ;  but  of  their  damages  and  loss 
of  men  they  avoid  letting  us  gain  the  least  information.  The  Loland  has 
to  get  a  thorough  repair,  and  is  this  day  getting  out  her  foremast.'* 

The  Loland,  Captain  H.  P.  Holm,  had  on  board  three  Lieu- 
tenants and  126  men :  the  other  Danish  brigs  were  the  Alsen 
and  Samsoe,  commanded  by  first  Lieutenants  Lutkin  and 
Grothschilling,  each  having  123  officers  and  men.  The  Manly- 
had  only  ten  18-pounder  carronades,  and  2  long  sixes.  Her 
brave  defender  was  most  honorably  acquitted  by  a  court- 
martial,  at  Sheerness,  Jan.  6,  1812 ;  and  is  still  a  lieutenant. 
The  commander  of  the  Chanticleer  obtained  post  rank^  May 
3, 1813. 

Captain  Spear  married,  in  1809,  Anne  Maria,  only  daughter 
of  John  Walter,  Esq.  naval  contractor  at  North  Yarmouth. 


CLEMENT  MILWARD,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant  in  July,  1800;  commander  June 
14,  1809;  and  post-captain,  into  the  Herald  of  20  guns. 
May  28,  1813.  In  the  course  of  the  latter  year  he  captured 
a  French  vessel  laden  with  wine,  silks,  &c. ;  an  American 
with  a  cargo  of  cotton  and  sugar;  two  others  laden  with 
sundries,  and  one  in  ballast. 

This  is  the  officer  alluded  to  at  p.  716  of  Vol.  L  Part  II. 
from  whom  the  late  Lord  Camelford  took  the  pistol  with 
which  he  shot  Lieutenant  Charles  Peterson,  of  H.  M.  S. 
Perdrix,  at  Antigua,  Jan.  13,  1798.  Mr.  Milward  was  then 
acting  lieutenant  of  the  Favorite  sloop,  under  his  lordship's 
temporary  command.  The  evidence  given  by  him  at  the 
court-martial  afterwards  assembled  to  try  Lord  Camelford 
will  be  found  in  the  Naval  Chronicle,  vol.  xxii.  pp.  309—312, 
317,  483,  and  490. 

-^^eM^*.— -Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford  &  Son. 
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JAMES  BLACK,  Esq. 

j4  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath. 

Obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  July  20, 1799;  and  was 
wounded  on  board  the  Mars  74,  Captain  George  Duff,  at  the 
memorable  battle  of  Trafalgar*.    His  commission  as  com- 
mander bears  date  Sept  8,  1810 ;   at  which  period  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Port  d'Espagne  sloop.     We  next  find  him 
in  the  Weazle  brig,  of  18  guns,  on  the  Mediterranean  station. 
On  the  22d  April,  1813,  at  day-light,  the  island  of  Zirona 
then  bearing  W.  S.  W.,  distant  about  4  miles.  Captain  Black 
discovered  an  enemy's  convoy  close  to  the  main  land,  mak- 
ing for  the  ports  of  Tran  and  Spalatro,  to  which  he  immedi- 
ately gave  chase.    As  he  neared  them,  the  merchant  vessels 
separated,  the  greater  part,  together  with  10  gun-boats,  bear- 
ing up  for  the  bay  of  Boscaline  ;  these  he  continued  in  pur- 
suit of  under  all  sail :  at  5-30  A.  M.  they  anchored  in  a  line 
about  a  mile  from  the  shore,  hoisted  French  colours,  and 
commenced  firing  at  the  Weazle  j  the  wind  blowing  strong 
at  S.  E.  directly  into  the  bay,  her  sails  and  rigging  were 
considerably  damaged  before  she  could  close  with  them ;  and 
seeing  the  enemy  erecting  batteries  on  shore.  Captain  Black 
was  at  first  unwilling  to  go  close  in,  but  at  six  he  anchored 
with  springs  upon  his  cable  within  pistol-shot  of  the  enemy, 
and  commenced  action  with  them :  they  stood  his  fire  for 
about  20  minutes,  when  the  whole  cut,  ran  closer  to  the 
shore,  and  again  opened  theirs ;  their  increased  distance  was 
now  too  great  for  the  Weazle's  carronades  to  have  their  pro- 
per effect ; — she  therefore  cut,  ran  within  half-pistol  shot,  and 
renewed  the  fight :  the  enemy  then  opened  their  fire  from 
three  heavy  guns  on  shore  placed  at  the  distance  of  30  yards 
apart,  and  from  200  or  300  muskets  on  the  heights  immedi- 
ately over  her :  she  continued  engaged  in  this  manner  until 
10  o'clock,  when  three  of  the  gun-boats  struck  their  colours, 
two  were  driven  on  shore,  and  one  was  sent  to  the  bottom. 
The  remainder  were  soon  reinforced  by  four  vessels  of  similar 
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description  from  the  eastward,  which  at  first  anchored  out- 
side the  VVeazle,  and  consequently  obliged  her  to  engage  on 
both  sides;  but  they  shortly  after  ran  in  and  joined  the 
others,  the-i  behind  a  point  of  land,  where  their  masts  oaly 
could  be  seen  from  the  brig's  deck:  o.i  forming  a  junction, 
the  who^e  began  a  most  destructive  fire,  their  grape-shot 
striking  the  VVeazle,  over  the  land,  in  every  part,  while  she 
could  with  difficulty  man  four  guns,  and  at  the  same  time 
keep  the  marines  aiMl  a  few  sailors  at  s-pall  arms,  several  of 
her  men  being  away  in  prizes,  and  two  boats  absent;  added 
to  this  all  her  grape  was  expended.  At  3  P.  M.  the  enemy 
disco.itiniied  their  fire;  but  after  a  silence  of  40  minutes  they 
once  more  coiinnenced,  and  kept  it  up,  without  intermission, 
till  (i-3(),  when  the  actio ii  enti/ely  ceased  for  that  dny. 

The  VVeazle  was  now  in  a  most  critical  situation,  neing 
but  a  vey  few  yards  fro  a  a  lee-shore,  almost  a  complete 
■wreck,  the  whole  of  her  running  and  greater  part  of  the 
standin'^"  rigging  ^"one,  most  Oi  tlie  sails  cut  from  the  yards, 
the  masts  shot  liiroi'gh  in  seve.-al  places,  many  shot  in  the 
hull  (5  between  winil  and  water),  5  men  killed  and  20 
wounded:  both  her  i.nmps  being  shot  a. vay  between  decks, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  sl'e  could  be  kejjt  free  by  con- 
stantly baling  at  the  hatchways. 

At  dark,  the  VVeaz^e's  boats  succeeded  in  destroying  the 
gim-vesscls  that  had  struck;  a' so  those  on  shore,  and  eight 
sail  of  merchantmen  ;  bringing  away  their  ancho.s  to  supply 
the  place  of  her  own,  all  of  which  were  rendered  uiiservice- 
able  by  shot. 

The  next  morning,  at  day-light,  having  then  warped  a 
short  distance  from  the  land,  the  VVeazle  was  attacked  by 
the  remaining  eight  gun- boats,  and  again  assailed  with  a 
heavy  fire  of  musketry  from  the  heights  ;  this  was  most  an- 
noying, the  enemy  having  tahcn  up  a  raking  position,  her 
last  cable  being  half  shot  through,  and  the  wind  blowing 
strong  into  the  bay,  so  that  she  could  not  venture  to  bring 
her  broadside  to  bear  upon  them.  All  this  day  and  nig'it 
she  was  employed  in  warping  out,  but  made  very  little  pro- 
gress, her  crew  being  so  greatly  reduced  in  number,  und  al- 
most exhausted  with  fatigue. 
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On  the  24th,  the  enemy  had  erected  a  battery  on  a  point  of 
the  bay,  close  to  which  the  Weazle  must  necessarily  pass ; 
this  they  opened  upon  her  about  noon,  when  she  arrived 
within  range.  At  1  P.  M.  the  gun- boats,  having  pulled  out 
in  a  line  astern,  commenced  their  fire  also,  and,  supported 
by  the  musketry  from  the  shore,  continued  it  all  the  time  she 
was  warping  out.  At  5,  they  ventured  within  range  of  her 
larboard  broadside,  but  were  soon  driven  off,  from  which  pe- 
riod she  received  no  further  annoyance. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Black,  his  officers,  and  crew,  dur- 
ing these  three  days  of  most  arduous  service,  deserves  the 
warmest  praise  ;  indeed,  we  are  at  a  loss  which  most  to  ad- 
mire, their  determined  bravery  in  action,  or  their  steady  per- 
severance in  warping  out  of  the  enemy's  bay.  One  of  the 
killed  was  Mr.  James  Toby,  boatswain  ;  among  the  wound- 
ed {twenty-Jive  in  number),  were  Captain  Black,  Lieute- 
nant Thomas  Whaley,  Mr.  William  Simkin,  master's-mate, 
Mr.  James  Steuart,  midshipman  *,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Brem- 
mcr,  carpenter  j  the  first  named  petty  officer  lost  his  right 
arm  early  in  the  action. 

Respecting  this  truly  gallant  affiiir,  the  late  Sir  Thomas  F, 
Frecmantle,  under  whose  orders  Captain  Black  was  then 
serving  in  the  Adriatic,  expressed  himself  as  follows  : — 

"  In  having  the  honor  of  forwardin:^,  for  the  information  of  the  liords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  Captain  DIaok'3  report  of  liis  attack  on 
nn  enemy's  convoy  near  Spalatro,  it  is  my  duty  to  represent  what  liis  mo- 
desty has  not  allowed  him  to  make  an  olllcial  report  of,  namely,  that  h« 
is  himself  badly  \voun<ied  by  a  musket-ball,  which  passed  through  his  rijiht 
hand,  and  now  confines  hitn. 

•'  Having  made  it  my  business  to  enquire  and  examine  into  all  the  par- 
ticulars, I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  many  would  have  under- 
taken the  enterprise,  but  few  vessels  (uidor  such  circtimstances  could  have 
been  extricated  from  such  a  force,  and  stich  dilKculties,  as  were  opposed 
to  the  Weazle.  Much  credit  is  due  to  ('aptaiu  Black,  his  oHicers,  and 
ship's  company,  for  their  gallantry,  perseverance,  and  steadhicjs." 

On  the  24th  ]\I:iy,  1813,  the  Weazle,  in  company  with  tlic 
Haughty  gun-brig,  captured  and  destroyed  six  French  vessels, 
laden  with   grain,  from  Status  bound   to   Cattaro  :    in  the 
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performance  of  this  service,  the  second  master  of  the  Haughty 
was  slightly  wounded.  Captain  Black  subsequently  assisted 
at  the  capture  of  Mezzo,  an  island  near  Ragusa,  defended  by 
6  long  9-poundcrs,  a5^-inch  howitzer,  and  60  men,  including 
the  commandant :  his  "  zealous  and  indefatigable  exertions" 
on  this  occasion  will  be  fully  noticed  under  the  head  of  Cap- 
tain John  Harper,  C.  B.  Another  service  of  a  somewhat  si- 
milar nature,  in  which  he  was  soon  afterwards  engaged,  is  thus 
described  by  Rear- Admiral  Freemantle  : — 

*'  The  boats  of  the  Milford,  with  those  of  the  Wcazle,  succeeded  last 
night  (Aug  4,  1813)  in  surprisu)g  the  garrison  of  Ragosniza.  Tliey  left 
this  ship  after  dark,  about  7  leagues  from  the  land,  and  having  passed  the 
sea-battery  within  pistol-shot,  unperceived,  landed  at  the  baik  of  the  is- 
land :  at  day-light,  the  enemy  were  saluted  with  a  general  cheer  from  the 
top  of  the  hill,  and  our  people  carried  the  battery,  open  in  the  rear,  with- 
out much  resistance,  containing  six  24-pounders  and  two  7i-inch  mortars. 

"  Although  I  have  more  than  once  had  occasion  to  mention  the  zeal  of 
Captain  Black,  I  should  be  wanting  if  I  were  not  to  make  known  his  un- 
wearied endeavours  to  forward  the  public  service,  and  how  much  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  cordiality  with  which  he  received  my  suggestions :  he  speaks 
in  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  all  employed.  We  sustained  no  loss ;  the 
enemy  had  2  killed  and  1  wounded.  They  seem  to  have  attached  much 
iniportance  to  this  place,  for  the  protection  of  their  convoys,  as  two  engin- 
eers, with  a  great  number  of  artificers,  were  employed  erecting  a  tower  at 
the  top  of  the  hill ; — those,  with  an  olliccr  of  rank,  made  their  escape  ;  a 
captain,  subaltern,  and  (il  soldiers,  remain  prisoners.  The  civic  guard 
laid  down  their  arms,  and  were  periniucd  to  return  to  their  habitations." 

On  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  the  marines  and  small-arm 
men  of  the  Weazle,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  the  Saracen 
and  Wizard,  brigs,  destroyed  two  batteries,  situated  on  com- 
manding points  at  the  entrance  of  Boco  di  Cattaro  *.  Six 
days  subsequent  thereto,  Captain  Black  captured  two  French 
gun-vessels,  from  Fnno  bound  to  Otranto.  Independent  of 
their  respective  crews,  amounting  to  G9  men,  they  had  on 
board  16  military  officers  and  21  soldiers. 

Captain  Black's  post  conunission  bears  .ate  .July  20,  1813. 
He  was  nominated  a  C.  B.  in  ISUt. 
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JOSEPH  NEEDIIAM  TAYLER,  Esq. 

A  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Militnn/  Order  of  the  Bath. 

Only  surviving  sou  of  Samuel  Taylcr,  Esq.  senior  member 
of  the  corporation  of  Devizes,  in  Wiltshire,  and  six  times 
mayor  of  that  borough,  by  Sally,  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph 
Needham,  M.  D.  and  niece  to  Henry  Needham,  Esq.  who 
was  a  co-partner  with  his  uncle,  Robert  Rogers,  Esq.  in  the 
bank  of  Childs  and  Co.* 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born  at  Devizes,  in  1785  ; 
and  he  appears  to  have  commenced  his  professional  career 
under  the  auspices  of  Viscount  Sidmouth  (then  IMr.  Adding- 
ton),  through  whose  introduction  he  was  received  as  mid- 
shipman on  board  the  Royal  George,  a  first  rate,  bearing  the 
flag  of  Lord  Bridport,  in  1/96.  While  serving  under  that 
distinguished  veteran,  he  witnessed  the  commencement,  re- 
newal, and  termination  of  a  most  alarming  mutiny  among  the 
soamen  of  the  Channel  fleet  f. 

in  1799,  when  Lord  Bridport  resigned  his  important  com- 
mand, Mr.  Tayler  -was  removed  to  the  Anson  frigate,  Cap- 
tain  (now  Sir  Philip  C.)  Durham,  under  whom  he  soon  saw 
some  active  service,  on  the  coast  of  la  Vendee. 

The  Anson  was  also  occasionally  employed  in  attendance 
ipon  the  royal  family,  at  Weymouth  ;  and  Mr.  Tayler  had 
the  honor  of  being  most  graciously  noticed  by  our  late  be- 
loved monarch,  upon  whom  he  constantly  attended  in  a  boat, 
Mhcnever  his  majesty  went  afloat.  We  shall  here  rchte  a 
characteristic  anecdote  of  that  august  personage. 

On  the  9lh  Sept.  17''9,  Captain  Durham  and  his  lady  gave 
a  grand  naval  fete  on  board  the  Anson,  whicli  was  attended 
by  their  majcstie?J,  and  all  the  royal  and  noble  personages 
then  sojourning  at  Weymouth.     In  the  midst  of  tiic  entcrtain- 


*  'Hie  Taylcrs  ore  descended  from  a  highly  rc:-pocta1)lc  family,  lonaf 
seated  inSomeist'tsliire.  Ca[»(ain  Tayli'i'.-*  falhcr  was  tommaiulanl  of  the 
"  Dovizcs  Loyul  \'oluiitccr.-,"  a  <'jri>s  lonm.\l  by  liim  during  lii.^  mayor- 
ahy. 


t  See  Vol.  I.  Tart  II.  pp.  :;18— 557. 
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mcnt  a  courier  came  alongside,  with  despatches  for  the  King, 
who,  to  the  surprise  of  every  one,  could  not  be  found  among 
the  brilliant  assembly.  Having  dispensed  with  the  usual  court 
attendance  on  that  occasion,  he  had  contrived  to  withdraw, 
unperceived,  from  the  scene  of  gaiety,  and  found  his  way  to 
the  fore  part  of  the  lower-deck,  where  he  was  at  length  dis- 
covered by  Mr.  Tayler,  in  the  act  of  interrogating  an  old 
weather-beaten  tar,  the  ship's  company  surrounding  him, 
with  their  hats  off,  the  foremost  of  them  kneeling  down,  so 
as  not  to  obstruct  the  view  of  those  behind,  the  countenances 
of  the  whole  beaming  with  genuine  devotion,  and  all  so  re- 
spectfully silent  that  a  pin  might  have  been  heard  to  fall. 

Nor  was  his  majesty  less  considerate  than  condescending. 
Being  much  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  the  Anson  was 
prepared  for  his  reception,  he  commanded  that  she  should 
not  accompany  him  when  he  next  took  a  cruise,  remarking, 
that  her  officers  would  then  have  an  opportunity  of  shewing 
the  ship,  decorated  as  she  was,  to  all  their  private  friends. 
By  such  acts  as  these  did  the  sovereign  of  this  mighty  em- 
pire endear  himself  to  every  one  who  had  the  honor  of  being 
admitted  into  his  presence. 

On  the  27th  April,  1800,  the  Anson  captured  la  Vainqueur, 
rrencli  letter  of  marque,  from  Bourdeaux  bound  to  St.  Do- 
mingo :  two  days  afterwards  she  fell  in  with  four  of  the  ene- 
my's privateers,  which,  on  discovering  her  to  be  a  British 
frigate,  made  off  in  different  directions.  Captain  Durham 
instantly  pursued  the  largest,  and  gave  her  a  well-aimed 
broadside  when  crossing  upon  opposite  tacks,  receiving  her 
fire  in  return.  Finding  that  she  outsailed  and  weathered 
upon  the  Anson,  he  then  bore  away  after  one  to  leeward, 
which  he  soon  succeeded  in  capturing.  The  prize  proved 
to  be  le  Ilardi,  of  18  guns  and  191  men,  a  very  fine  ship, 
just  off  the  stocks.  Her  consorts  were  le  Braavc  of  36  guns, 
le  GuOpc  18,  and  le  Druide  IGj  all  belonging  to  Bourdeaux, 
and  bound  on  separate  cruises. 

About  the  same  time.  Captain  Durham  intercepted  the  go- 
vernor of  Batavia,  on  his  return  from  Java,  in  a  neutral  ship 
bound  to  Hamburgh. 

Tlie  Anson  was  subsequently  employed  in  convoying  a  fleet 
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of  transports,  &c.  to  Gibraltar  and  Minorca.  On  the  27th 
June,  1800,  she  captured  seven  Spanish  merchant  vessels, 
v/hich,  with  many  others,  had  sought  protection  under  the 
batteries  between  TarifFa  and  Algeziras,  where  they  were  also 
covered  by  the  fire  of  25  heavy  gun-boats. 

Previous  to  her  entering  the  Mediterranean,  the  Anson  was 
for  several  days  greatly  annoyed  by  the  above  flotilla ;  but 
she  at  last  managed  to  cut  off  two  fine  vessels,  commanded 
by  king's  officers,  each  mounting  2  long  18-poundevs  and 
8  smaller  guns,  with  a  complement  of  60  men.  Finding 
themselves  completely  separated  from  their  friends,  they  push- 
ed for  Ceuta,  but  being  closely  pursued,  were  obliged  to  run 
upon  a  rock  near  the  Moorish  shore,  where  they  defended 
themselves  very  gallantly  till  the  frigate's  marines  landed  on 
the  main,  to  co-operate  with  her  boats,  which  had  failed  in 
their  first  attack.  The  Spaniards  then  attempted  to  burn 
both  vessels ;  but,  on  receiving  a  fire  of  musketry  from  the 
foremost  boat,  in  which  was  Mr.  Tayler,  they  every  one 
jumped  overboard,  their  ofiicers  having  represented  that  the 
British  would  give  no  quarter.  Many  perished,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  groundless  assertion  ;  and  some,  after  reaching 
the  shore,  were  massacred  by  the  Moors,  when  flying  towards 
the  mountains :  a  few,  who  escaped  the  swords  of  the  bar- 
barians, gladly  surrendered  to  the  Anson's  people. 

One  of  the  vessels  was  taken  possession  of  by  Mr.  Tayler's 
boat,  and  not  boarded  by  any  other  till  after  day-light,  at 
which  time  several  bundles  of  lighted  matches  had  been  found 
in  the  hold,  and  a  train  of  powder  laid  to  the  magazine,  the 
door  of  which  was  open. 

On  his  return  home  from  Minorca,  Mr.  Tayler  removed 
with  Captain  Durham  to  the  Endymion  frigate  ;  and  we  sub- 
sequently find  him  visiting  St.  Helena  and  Lisbon.  On  the 
13th  April,  1801,  that  ship  captured  la  Furie,  French  cutter 
privateer  of  14  guns  and  64  men,  in  sight  of  a  scattered  and 
unprotected  fleet,  from  Brazil  bound  to  Portugal. 

Mr.  Tayler's  first  commission  as  lieutenant  bears  date  April 
29, 1802.  In  the  following  year  he  was  appointed  to  the  Leo- 
pard 50,  employed  off  Boulogne,  where  he  assisted  at  the  cap- 
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ture  of  seven  French  gun  vessels,  under  a  smart  fiie  from 
the  batteries  on  shore. 

The  Leopard  continued  on  that  station  till  Napoleon  Buo- 
na])arte  abandoned  his  long  cherished  design  of  invading 
Great  Britain;  after  which  she  was  ordered  to  escort  the 
I  Jon.  £.  I.  Company's  ships  i\sia,  Lady  Burgess,  Melville, 
Nelson,  Sovereign,  and  VValthainstow,  to  the  southward  of 
the  Cape  Verd  islands.  \Vc  shall  here  detail  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  loss  of  the  Lady  Bm-gess,  as  no  correct 
account  of  that  melancholy  occurrence  has  ever  appeared  in 
print. 

The  convoy  sailed  from  St.  Helen's  on  the  30th  Mar.  1806, 
and  nothing  worthy  of  particular  mention  happened  till  April 
20,  at  2  A.  M.,  when  the  unfortunate  ship  in  question  struck 
upon  Latcn's  Level,  a  rocky  reef  near  St.  Jago,  about  200  feet 
in  length,  and  6  feet  under  water.  At  day-light  she  was  only 
visible  from  the  Leopard's  mast-head,  with  her  masts  all 
gone,  and  the  sea  breaking  over  her.  Lieutenant  Tayler  im- 
mediately volunteered  his  services,  and  hastened  to  her  as- 
sistance, in  a  6-oared  cutter,  followed  by  another  boat  that 
was  ordered  to  second  his  exertions. 

The  wind  was  then  blowing  a  strong  gale ;  but,  after  great 
perseverance,  Lieutenant  Tayler  got  close  to  the  Lady  Bur- 
gess, where  he  met  her  launch,  containing  14  or  15  persons, 
all  naked,  and  without  an  oar  or  a  sail,  almost  every  thing  hav- 
ing been  washed  overboard  when  getting  her  over  the  side. 
These  people  unanimously  declared,  that  it  was  quite  impos- 
sible for  the  cutter  to  reach  any  part  of  the  ship,  and  seemed 
only  anxious  to  follow  the  example  of  their  captain,  who  had 
quitted  her  soon  after  she  struck,  taking  with  him  b  ladies 
and  his  other  cabin  passengers. 

After  giving  this  boat  a  spare  oar,  by  means  of  which,  and 
a  blanket,  she  was  enabled  to  gain  the  convoy.  Lieutenant 
Tayler  attempted  to  approach  the  starboard  quarter  of  tho 
Lady  Burgess,  but  was  warned  to  keep  off  by  the  poor  fellows 
then  clinging  to  it.  Scarcely  had  they  done  so,  before  a 
heavy  sea  struck  the  cutter,  and  carried  a  large  piece  of  wreck 
back  to  the  ship,  where  it  severely  bruised  several  persons  by 
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falling  upon  her  deck.  Providentially,  the  cutter  received  no 
damage,  although  she  was  within  a  boat-hook's  length  of  the 
log,  and  endeavouring  to  push  clear  of  it  only  a  moment 
before. 

The  cries  of  the  unhappy  creatures  on  board  the  Lady 
Burgess  were  now  dreadful  in  the  extreme,  and  some  lifeless 
bodies  soon  appeared  floating  from  her  in  various  directions. 

Finding  it  impracticable  to  take  any  person  from  the  stern 
or  quarters.  Lieutenant  Tayler  next  proceeded  under  the 
bows,  and,  watching  the  rise  of  the  sea,  succeeded  repeat- 
edly in  throwing  a  block,  with  the  boat's  halliards  and  sheets 
attached  to  it,  over  the  stump  of  the  bowsprit  *.  The  first 
man  that  got  hold  of  the  rope,  thus  placed  within  reach,  se- 
cured it  to  his  arm,  jumped  overboard,  and  was  dragged  into 
the  cutter;  20  others  were  successively  rescued  by  the  same 
means ;  but  several  unfortunately  perished  in  their  attempt  to 
reach  the  bowsprit.  All  this  time,  the  Leopard's  other  boat, 
commanded  by  one  of  her  master*s-mates,  and  a  cutter  be- 
longing to  the  Lady  Burgess,  kept  to  leeward,  out  of  Lieu- 
tenant Taylor's  sight,  and  rendered  him  no  assistance. 

The  last  man  had  hardly  been  taken  out  of  the  sea,  when 
several  large  sharks  made  their  appearance,  adding  greatly  to 
the  horror  of  the  scene  around.  Immediately  afterwards  a 
tremendous  wave  shivered  the  ship  to  atoms,  and  precipitated 
the  remainder  of  her  passengers  and  crew  into  a  still  more 
dreadful  surf.  The  Leopard's  cutter  was  also  much  damaged, 
and  2  of  her  crew  sustained  considerable  injury. 

Looking  towards  the  reef,  while  all  hands  were  busily  cm- 
ployed  in  baling  with  their  hats.  Lieutenant  Tayler  fancied 
he  saw  a  lady  amongst  the  floating  wreck.  He  instantly  lost 
sight  of  danger,  sung  out  "  give  way,"  and  stripped  ofl"  his 
coat  in  readiness  to  assist  her.  His  men  entreated  him  not 
to  leave  the  helm,  and  ceased  pulling  until  he  promised  to 
remain  there  :  they  then  rowed  with  all  their  might,  and  the 
object  of  his  solicitude  was  soon  snatched  from   a  watery 


*  Lieutenant  Tayler  was  always  remarkable  for  great  strengtii  of  arm. 
He  could,  with  case,  swing  u  luud-Icud  over  the  Lcoi)ard'6  farc-top-buil  uiul 
sprlt-sail  yards. 
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grave.  The  supposed  female  proved  to  be  Mr.  De  Burgh,  a 
young  cadet,  with  nothing  on  but  his  shirt,  and  quite  uncon- 
scious of  his  wonderful  preservation.  A  sailor  and  a  black 
man  (servant  to  Colonel  Arnold)  were  subsequently  rescued, 
in  accomplishing  which  the  cutter  had  two  oars  broken  and 
another  of  her  crew  much  bruised. 

The  above  24  individuals,  and  6  men  who  got  hold  of  the 
main-top,  which  carried  them  clear  of  the  reef,  were  all 
that  Lieutenant  Tayler  could  save,  unassisted  as  he  was  by 
any  other  boat.  Indeed,  the  Leopard's  cutter  was  so  full, 
that  the  men  could  not  be  removed  from  the  top  until  her 
yawl  joined  company,  at  which  period  there  was  not  a  single 
ship  in  sight.  The  people  were  then  divided  between  them, 
and  the  boats  put  under  their  close-reefed  mizens ;  but  owing 
to  the  great  distance,  the  day  was  far  advanced  before  they 
came  up  with  the  convoy. 

Two  of  the  men  taken  from  the  top  stated  that  they  had 
been  frequently* kept  from  sinking  by  a  Newfoundland  dog; 
and  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  this  animal  was  also  picked 
up  by  Lieutenant  Tayler,  to  whom  it  became  so  singularly 
attached,  that  for  some  days  it  would  not  take  food  from  any 
one  else. 

The  number  of  lives  lost  on  the  above  melancholy  occasion 
amounted  to  38,  including  two  soldiers'  wives,  one  child, 
and  four  native  women.  Among  those  saved  were  Colonel 
Arnold  and  two  unmarried  ladies  of  the  same  name,  two 
others  named  Hardwick,  a  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Kook,  of  H.  M.  33d  regiment.  There  is  a  picture, 
published  by  Edward  Orme,  Nov.  1,  1806,  wherein  the  artist 
has  described  Captain  Swinton,  of  the  Lady  Burgess,  and  his 
female  companions,  escaping  into  a  boat  under  the  bows  ; — 
had  he  been  correctly  instructed,  he  would  have  represented 
them  quitting  the  ship  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Having  touched  at  Porto  Praya,  and  escorted  the  other 
five  Indiaman  to  lat.  9°  N.  the  Leopard  returned  to  Spithead, 
where  she  arrived  on  the  8th  June  following.  She  subse- 
quently proceeded  to  Halifax,  where  her  captain  *,  officers. 


The  present  Rear-Admiral  Raggett. 
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and  crevr  were  transferred  to  the  Leander,  a  worn  out  50,  then 
under  orders  for  England. 

Lieutenant  Tayler's  next  appointment  was,  Mar.  16, 1807, 
to  the  Maida  74,  Captain  Samuel  Hood  Linzee,  who  gave 
liini  the  command  of  a  party  of  seamen,  landed  to  serve  in 
the  breaching  battery  before  Copenhagen,  during  the  opera- 
tions that  led  to  the  surrender  of  the  Danish  navy ;  and  after- 
wards encamped  under  the  orders  of  Sir  David  Baird.  On 
his  return  home  from  Zealand,  he  was  specially  employed,  as 
first  of  the  Maida,  in  dismantling  the  prizes,  and  clearing 
them  of  their  valuable  cargoes. 

The  Maida  was  paid  off,  at  Portsmouth,  Mar.  9,  1808 ; 
and  in  Aug.  following,  Lieutenant  Tayler  joined  the  Spencer 
74,  bearing  the  flag  of  llear-Admiral  (now  Sir  Robert)  Stop- 
ford,  and  employed  in  the  blockade  of  I'Orient.  While  serv- 
ing under  that  officer,  he  landed  at  Quimper  and  distributed 
placards  relative  to  the  occurrences  in  Portugal  and  Spain. 

The  Spencer  being  put  out  of  commission,  in  consequence 
of  her  striking  upon  a  rock  near  the  Glenan  islands.  Lieuten- 
ant Tayler  was  soon  afterwards  appointed  to  the  Heroine  32, 
Captain  Hood  Hanway  Christian,  which  frigate  had  2  men 
wounded  in  forcing  the  passage  of  the  Scheldt,  between 
Flushing  and  Cadsand,  Aug.  11,  1809.  Speaking  of  that 
service.  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan  says,  "  the  gallant  and  sea- 
man-like manner  in  which  the  squadron"  commanded  by 
Lord  William  Stuart  "  was  conducted,  and  their  steady  and 
well-directed  fire,  excited  in  my  breast  the  warmest  sensa- 
tions of  admiration  :  the  army  witnessed  their  exertions  with 
applause."  By  this  event,  the  navigation  of  the  West  Scheldt 
•was  opened  as  far  as  it  could  possibly  be  by  the  navy. 

On  her  return  from  the  Walcheren  expedition,  the  Heroine 
was  likewise  laid  up  in  ordinary,  and  Lieutenant  Tayler  re- 
mained without  any  other  appointment  from  Nov.  1809,  till 
June  12,  1810,  when  he  joined  the  Goldfinch,  a  10-gun  brig, 
employed  in  arming  and  otherwise  assisting  the  Spanish 
patriots.  From  that  vessel  he  was  removed  to  the  Sapphire 
sloop,  for  a  passage  to  Jamaica,  on  promotion.  Proceeding 
thither,  he  visited  Trinidad,  La  Guiara,  and  the  city  of  Carac- 
cas,  in  company  with  the  since  celebrated  General  Bolivai'. 
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His  advancement  to  the  rank  of  connnander,  took  place  Aug, 
27,  1810 ;  but  he  did  not  receive  his  commission  (appointing 
him  to  the  Sparrow  brii^,  of  1(5  guns)  till  Feb.  2,  1811. 

After  cruising,  for  several  months,  off  St.  Domingo  and  in 
the  Mona  passage.  Captain  Tfiyler  was  ordered  to  accompany 
the  Elk  brig,  and  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  from  Negril  bay  to 
England,  where  he  arrived  Sept  2/,  1811.  In  the  course  of 
the  voyage  home,  he  recaptured  a  large  ship,  laden  with  colo- 
nial produce. 

When  refitted,  the  Sparrow  was  attached  to  the  squadron 
employed  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  where  Captain  Tayler 
soon  rendered  himself  eminently  useful  in  surveying  different 
harbours,  particularly  Socoa  and  St.  Jean  dc  Luz,  and  in 
ascertaining  the  strength  of  the  different  French  garrisons 
along  the  shore  of  Biscay ;  drawing  plans  of  the  enemy's 
works,  and  obtaining  correct  information  respecting  their 
forces  in  the  interior  of  that  province. 

The  Sparrow  formed  part  of  the  squadron  under  Sir  Home 
Popham  at  the  reduction  of  Lequitio,  June  21,  1812;  and 
the  subsequent  destruction  of  the  enemy's  fortifications  at 
Bermeo,  Plencia,  Galea,  Algorta,  Begona,  El  Campillo  las 
Quersas,  Xebiles,  and  Castro.  A  detailed  account  of  these 
operations,  which  were  acknowledged  by  Lord  Wellington  to 
have  been  of  use  to  hia  movements,  will  be  found  at  pp. 
523—526  of  Vol.  II.  Part  II. 

The  works  at  Plencia  were  destroyed  under  the  immediate 
superintendence  of  Captain  Tayler,  who  there  had  a  very 
narrow  escape.  Having  blown  up  one  angle  of  the  fort,  and 
nearly  completed  his  preparations  for  demolishing  the  re- 
mainderj  he  was  in  the  act  of  jamming  a  stone  into  the  train- 
hole,  which  had  been  made  rather  too  large,  when  some  gun- 
powder, in  a  bag  near  him,  accidentally  ignited,  and  commu- 
nicating with  the  mine,  caused  a  premature  explosion.  The 
shock  stunned  him  for  some  time,  and  part  of  the  ruins,  up- 
wards of  a  ton  weight,  fell  only  two  feet  from  him  ;  the  gun- 
ner, to  whose  carelessness  the  accident  is  to  be  attributed, 
nearly  lost  his  sight,  and  several  men  were  very  badly 
scorched  :  one  poor  fellow  was  blown  to  the  brink  of  an  im- 
mense precipice,  over  which  he  would  have  rolled  if  not 
timely  rescued. 
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The  Sparrow  also  assisted  at  the  attacks  upon  Puerta  Gii- 
letta  and  Giiiteria,  July  1 1  and  18,  1812  *.  Shortly  after  the 
latter  affair,  Captain  Taylcr  stood  in  between  the  castle  of  St.' 
Ano  and  Isle  Mouro,  at  the  entrance  of  Sc.  Andero  harbour, 
keeping  up  a  heavy  fire  of  grape,  and  effectually  covering  the 
debarkation  of  some  men  sent  from  the  squadron  to  erect  a 
battery  upon  the  island.  While  executing  this  service,  his 
brig  received  seven  shot  from  a  field  piece,  in  an  outwork  of 
3  long  24-pounders,  mounted  en  barbette;  but  fortunately  the 
French  could  not  depress  their  heavy  guns  sufficiently  to 
point  them  likewise  at  her  hull ;  and,  although  her  boats  and 
sails  were  riddled  by  musketry,  she  sustained  no  greater  loss 
than  1  killed  and  3  wounded. 

On  the  following  day,  Captain  Tayler  again  engaged  the 
enemy  in  front  of  St.  Ano,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  island 
battery  opened  a  fire  upon  that  castle,  which  was  continued 
without  intermission  until  it  had  only  one  serviceable  gun  re- 
maining. He  subsequently  ran  through  the  same  narrow 
passage  and  closely  reconnoitred  the  harbour ;  sounding  all  the 
way  and  taking  cross  bearings  for  the  future  guidance  of  the 
squadron.  The  proceedings  of  a  detachment  afterwards  land- 
ed to  complete  the  subjugation  of  St.  Ano,  and  then  to  co- 
operate with  the  Spanish  guerillas  in  an  attack  upon  St.  An- 
dero, have  been  noticed  m  our  memoir  of  Rear- Admiral  Lake, 
C,  B.  who  commanded  the  forces  on  shore  f. 

After  the  evacuation  of  that  town  by  the  French  under 
General  Caffarelli,  the  Sparrow  was  sent  to  reconnoitre  San- 
tona,  Guiteria,  and  Fontarabia;  the  fortifications  of  which 
were  most  accurately  and  fully  described  in  her  commander's 
reports  to  Sir  Home  Popham.  While  surveying  the  former 
place  she  had  one  man  severely  wounded  by  a  musket-ball  from 
the  shore:  the  examination  of  Guiteria  also  took  place  so 
close  to  the  rock  that  the  enemy's  shells  flew  over  her.  To- 
gether with  his  remarks  on  Fontarabia,  Captain  Tayler  trans- 
mitted a  plan  for  surprising  the  batteries  along  the  Bidassoa, 
and  destroying  the  bridge  of  Irun.     His  suggestions  were 


*  See  Vol  II.  Part  11.  p.  526  ei  seq, 
t  See  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  p.  707  ct  seq. 
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highly  approved  by  Sir  Home  Popham,  but  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  scheme  was  never  transmitted  to  the  proper 
quarter. 

Winter  was  now  approaching,  and  the  squadron  received 
orders  not  to  venture  to  the  eastward  of  Cape  Machicao,  for 
fear  of  being  embayed.  The  Sparrow,  however,  kept  up  a 
communication  with  that  part  of  the  coast,  during  the  whole 
season ;  in  the  course  of  which  she  captured  a  French  letter 
of  marque  and  a  brig  ;  the  latter  laden  with  cotton  and  rice. 
Her  log  will  prove  how  little  she  was  in  port ;  but  that  part 
of  her  history  must  be  adverted  to  hereafter. 

The  gallant  defence  of  Castro,  in  1813,  "  reflects  great  ho- 
nor on  all  concerned ;"  and  as  Captain  Tayler's  exertions  on 
that  occasion  were  particularly  meritorious,  we  shall  here 
give  the  official  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it  again  fell 
into  the  enemy's  possession. 

'*  H.  M.  sloop  Lijra,  offBermeo,  May  13. 

"Sir, — In  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  I  informed  you  of  my  arrival  off 
Castro,  in  company  with  H.  M.  sloops  Royalist  and  Sparrow,  and  that  the 
enemy,  having  been  twice  repulsed  from  before  the  walls  of  Castro,  had 
again  invested  it  since  the  25th  April,  with  increased  forces,  and  of  the 
measures  taken  by  the  squadron  to  assist  in  its  defence ;  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  you  our  subsequent  operations. 

"  On  the  5th  and  6th,  no  material  movement  took  place.  The  enemy 
were  in  such  numbers  in  the  surrounding  villages,  that  the  garrison  did 
not  make  another  sortie  after  the  4th.  We  perceived  them  making  fas- 
cines in  the  woods. 

"  On  the  7th,  we  discovered  that  they  were  throwing  up  a  battery  to  the 
westward  of  the  town.    A  24-pounder  was  landed  with  great  difficulty, 
from  the  Sparrow,  on  a  small  island  within  point-blank  shot  of  it,  and  a 
battery  erected,  which  by  great  exertion  was  nearly  ready  for  its  receptioa 
on  the  following  morning,  at  which  time  the  enemy  commenced  their  fire 
from  two  12-pounder3  against  it,  which  was  briskly  returned  by  the  castle, 
and  about  3  P.  M.  by  our  24-pounder,  with  such  effect,  that  one  of  their 
embrasures  was  rendered  perfectly  untenable  before  night.    The  enemy 
were  discovered  also  constructing  a  large  battery  to  the  S.  W.  of  the  town, 
within  100  yards  of  the  wall,  under  cover  of  a  large  house,  against  which 
the  guns  of  the  castle  could  not  be  brought  to  bear.    A  long  brass  12. 
pounder  was  mounted  on  the  castle,  by  the  assistance  of  our  people,  but  it 
unfortunately  burst,  after  having  been  fired  a  few  times.    The  whole  of 
the  9th  a  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides,  and  every  exertion  made 
to  strengthen  the  defences.    The  most  determined  spirit  of  resistance  ani- 
mated the  governor,  Don.  P.  P.  Alvarez,  and  every  officer  and  soldier 
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under  his  command  :  the  enemy  had  received  signal  proofs  of  their  perse- 
verance and  couraj^c  in  the  two  precedinfj  attaclss.  We  could  see  troops 
approaching  in  every  direction,  and  we  received  intelligence,  that  besides 
the  artillery  they  had  received,  from  Santona,  before  our  arrival,  they  had 
also  several  guns  embarked  at  Portugalette.  I  therefore  took  every  pre- 
caution to  prevent  their  conveyance  by  sea ;  sending  at  one  time  the  Spar- 
row  ofif  that  port,  and  at  another  the  Royalist ;  and  keeping  a  strict  guard 
of  boats  by  night. 

**  On  the  10th,  the  enemy  commenced  throwing  shells,  with  great  effect, 
from  a  battery  they  had  constructed  to  the  S.  E.  of  the  town :  they  were 
likewise  busily  employed  in  erecting  two  other  batteries,  one  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  town,  and  the  other  to  flank  our  works  on  the  island.  They 
also  sent  a  strong  body  of  men  behind  the  rocks  to  annoy  our  people  with 
musketry,  but  they  were  soon  dislodged  by  the  fire  of  a  4-pounder  on  the 
island,  and  two  companies  of  Spanish  troops.  A  battery  for  another  24- 
pounder  was  begun  by  Captain  Tayler,  on  the  island,  flanking  the  enemy's 
principal  work,  and  the  gun  mounted  and  ready  for  firing  at  day-light  on 
the  11th.  The  enemy,  at  the  same  moment,  opened  a  very  heavy  fire 
from  their  S.  W.  battery,  with  such  effect,  that,  notwithstanding  the  brisk 
manner  in  which  it  was  returned  from  our  18-pounder  carronade  mounted 
on  the  castle,  the  troops  on  the  walls,  and  our  battery  on  the  island,  they 
had  made  a  breach  large  enough  to  admit  20  men  abreast  before  noon. 
The  enemy  were  now  advancing  towards  the  town  in  immense  numbers; 
and  as  our  position  on  the  island  was  not  tenable  in  the  event  of  their 
storming,  I  directed  Captain  Tayler,  who  had  undertaken  the  management 
of  it,  to  re-embark  the  guns  and  men,  and  made  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments with  the  governor  to  embark  the  garrison,  after  having  destroyed 
the  ordnance  and  blown  up  the  castle. 

"  The  enemy  having  destroyed  the  walls,  turned  their  guns  on  the  town 
and  castle,  throwing  shells  incessantly  at  the  bridge  connecting  the  castle 
with  the  landing  place,  thereby  endevouring  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
garrison.  About  9  p.  m.,  at  least  3000  men  rushed  at  once  into  the  town, 
from  every  quarter,  not  only  by  the  breaches,  but  also  by  scaling.  They 
were  most  gallantly  resisted  by  the  garrison,  who  disputed  the  town,  house 
by  house,  until  they  were  overwhelmed  by  numbers,  and  obliged  to  re- 
treat to  the  castle.  The  boats  were  in  readiness  to  receive  them,  and  they 
were  embarked  by  companies,  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  nmsketry,  and 
distributed  to  the  thn  o  brigs  and  Alphea  schooner,  except  two  companies, 
left  to  defend  the  castle  until  the  guns,  &c.  were  destroyed.  The  enemy 
advanced  to  the  castle,  but  were  successfully  resisted  until  every  gun  was 
thrown  into  the  va;  but  they  unfortunately  gained  the  inner  wall  before 
the  train  for  blowing  up  the  castle  was  set  on  fire,  inconsequence  of  which, 
that  part  of  my  wishes  was  frustrated  ;  I  have,  however,  the  pleasure  to 
say,  that  every  soldier  was  brought  off,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
town  was  set  on  fire  in  many  places,  and  must,  I  think,  have  been  entirely 
destroyed.    As  soon  as  every  thing  was  embarked,  the  squadron  weighed 
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and  proceeded  to  Bcrmco,  where   the  troops  were  landed  yesterday 
niornuig'. 

"  I  have  the  highest  gratification  in  mentioning  the  cheerful,  yet  fa- 
tiguing exertions  of  every  officer  and  man  employed.  Captains  Bremer 
and  Tayler  contributed,  by  their  advice  and  assistance,  every  thing  possi- 
ble for  the  defence  of  the  place,  and  the  safety  of  the  garrison ;  indeed  one 
universal  feeling  of  the  warmest  admiration  seemed  to  animate  every  one 
in  saving  so  many  brave  men's  lives.  The  garrison  consisted  originally 
of  1200  men  ;  and,  I  am  happy  to  say,  their  loss  has  been  much  less  than 
I  expected,  consisting  of  about  50  killed,  and  as  many  wounded. 

*•  I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you,  our  loss  has  been  trifling  to 
what  might  have  been  expected ;  it  consists  of  10  wounded,  4  in  the  Roy- 
alist, and  6  in  the  Sparrow  *.  Lieutenant  Samuel  Kentish,  of  the  Royal- 
ist, was  slightly  wounded ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Thomas  Sutton,  midshipman, 
received  a  ball  in  the  leg,  while  embarking  the  garrison,  which  rendered 
amputation  necessary  ;  Captain  Bremer  speaks  of  his  general  conduct  in 
the  highest  terms,  and  I  was  an  eye-witness  of  his  intrepidity  in  saving  the 
garrison,  amidst  a  shower  of  musket-balls. 

"  From  the  intelligence  received,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  there 
were  not  less  than  13,000  men  before  Castro  :  the  enemy  collected  his 
troops  (torn  every  post  in  the  province,  and  seemed  determined  to  take  it, 
let  it  cost  what  it  would.  No  terms  were  ever  offered ;  but  as  soon  as  the 
breach  was  sufficiently  large,  they  marched  to  the  assault,  putting  every 
one  to  the  bayonet,  without  distinction ;  I  cannot,  of  course,  form  any  esti- 
mate of  their  loss  ;  but  from  the  fire  kept  up  by  the  batteries,  and  by  t!»e 
troops  bef6re  they  retreated,  I  am  persuaded  it  must  have  been  very  great : 
140  French  prisoners  have  just  arrived  at  Bermco,  taken  by  Don  Caspar  ; 
I  have  directed  the  Royalist  and  Sparrow  to  convey  them  to  Corimna, 
with  a  company  of  artillery,  part  of  the  late  garrison  of  Castro ;  and  I  shall 
remain  with  H.  M.  sloop  under  my  command,  to  impede  the  enemy's 
communication  by  sea,  and  prevent  any  merchant  vessels  from  falling  into 
their  Lands.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  RonERT  Bloye." 

"  To  Captain  Sir  George  R.  Collier,  H.  M.  S.  Stirveiliante." 

In  a  letter  to  Lord  Keith,  dated  May  15,  Captain  Bloyc 
says  : — 

"  From  various  reports  I  have  since  received,  I  am  informed  that  the 
loss  of  the  enemy  was  so  great,  that  the  c()n<|ucst  of  Castro,  instead  of 
being  celebrated  as  a  victory,  us  was  usiiul  on  other  occasions  of  any  ad- 
vantage, created  a  universal  glnom  amongst  them." 

Lieutenant  M'Donald,  tl.c  commander  of  tlie  Alphca 
scliooncr,  subseqwently  ac(iuaintcd  hid  lordship,    "  that  he 
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communicated  with  the  coast,  after  leaving  Ikrmeo,  and  was 
informed,  that  the  besiegers  of  Castro  hadlost,  in  the  different 
attacks,  at  least  2500  men." 

The  24-pounders  mentioned  by  Captain  Kloye,  as  landed 
from  the  Sparrow,  were  parbuckled  up  an  almost  inacces- 
sible rock,  nearly  200  yards  high  ;  and  had  attached  to  them 
improved  sights,  recently  invented  by  her  zealous  commander, 
combining  the  elevation  and  line  of  sight  in  one  focus,  and 
enabling  him  to  throw  shells  with  such  precision,  that  two 
out  of  every  three  burst  in  the  French  batteries.  By  means 
of  these  new  sights,  the  Sparrow  also  thrc  »v  many  shells  with 
astonishing  effect,  while  covering  the  embarkation  of  the 
Spanish  garrison.  The  following  is  given  as  a  proof  of  the 
strength  of  Captain  Tayler's  nerves. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  enemy  being  one  day  seen  in 
column,  he  had  turned  his  fire  upon  them,  and  was  in  the  act 
of  pointing  a  carronade,  trained  with  its  side  fronting  the 
nearest  French  battery,  when  a  Ti-pound  shot  struck  it,  and 
made  a  considerable  dent  in  the  upper  part  of  the  breech  : 
his  men  exclaimed  "the  gun  will  burst;"  but  finding  that 
the  rammer  would  go  down  its  whole  length,  and  careless  of 
all  danger,  he  instantly  reloaded  and  discharged  it.  TJiis  gun, 
the  carriage  being  split,  was  then  lashed  to  a  piece  of  rock, 
and  constantly  fired  by  Captahi  Tayler  till  the  evacuation  of 
the  island.  When  subsequently  landed  at  Plymouth,  every 
person  in  the  arsenal  expressed  the  greatest  surprise  that  it 
had  not  burst,  the  indentation  being  equal  to  half  the  diame- 
ter of  the  enemy's  shot. 

On  the  10th  June,  1813,  being  then  off  Guiteria,  with  the 
Constant  gun-brig,  Lieutenant  John  Stokes,  under  his  orders, 
Captain  Tayler  received  a  letter  from  Don  Miguel  Artola, 
commandant  of  a  Spanish  battalion,  stating  tiuit  he  was 
closely  pursued  by  a  very  superior  force,  and  in  want  of  Bri- 
tish assistance.  Prompt  measures  were  immediately  adopted 
for  his  succour ;  Lequitio  was  fixed  upon  as  the  phice  of  em- 
barkation ;  and,  in  the  night,  both  brigs  being  pushed  close 
in  shore.  Captain  Tayler  had  tl>e  satisfaction  of  rescuing  12/0 
olficers  and  men,  the  rlr'tr  of  the  Biscay  an  army. 

After  landing  Colonel  Artola  ami   Ids  corps  at  St.  Andeio, 
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Captain  Tayler  again  made  his  appearance  off  Castro,,  where 
he  arrived  just  as  the  enemy  were  preparing  to  decamp.  Ob- 
serving an  unusual  number  of  men  drawn  up  before  the  castle, 
and  knowing  that  he  had  prevented  several  cargoes  of  pro- 
visions from  reaching  them,  he  suspected  they  were  about 
to  retire,  and  stood  in  to  enfilade  them  in  their  retreat.  This 
obliged  the  French  governor  to  depart  so  precipitately,  as 
to  prevent  him  destroying  his  artillery,  &c.  or  doing  any 
mischief  to  the  works,  although  a  train  was  already  laid  to  the 
magazine,  and  a  lighted  match  left  near  it.  Captain  Tayler 
immediately  took  possession  of  the  castle,  which  he  found 
to  contain  7  long  guns  (24  and  12-pounders),  2  carronades, 
2  brass  howitzers,  and  a  large  proportion  of  powder,  shot, 
shells,  and  ordnance  stores  ;  but  no  provisions,  except  a  quan- 
tity of  bread  scarcely  fit  to  eat.  In  a  letter  to  the  governor  of 
Bilboa,  dated  June  23,  he  says : — 

"  I  have  hoisted  the  Sp:\nish  standard,  and  shall  defend  it  against  any 
predatory  attack  the  enemy  may  attempt  by  sea,  until  a  force  is  sent  for  its 
protection.  The  enormities  committed  by  them  at  Castro  are  such  as  al- 
most to  exceed  belief.  Upwards  of  3000  persons  were  murdered  " .  "old 
blood;  infants  at  the  breast  were  not  spared;  women,  and  even  ^h",'.  "  i 
only  11  years  of  a/je,  were  violated  ;  nearly  the  whole  of  the  town  "o  ■  r 
to  ashe^,  and  the  misery  of  the  few  surviving  inhabitants  beggars  ah  ud- 
scription." 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  that  Captain  Tayler's 
"  promptitude  and  zeal,"  were  highly  commended  by  Lord 
Keitli  and  Sir  George  R.  Collier,  the  latter  of  whom  reported 
that  "  14  of  the  savage  authors  of  these  excesses  were  taken 
at  Hilboa,  after  the  evacuation  of  Castro,  and  deservedly  put 
to  death." 

The  Sparrow  was  next  employed  in  conveying  Captain  Free- 
mantle,  one  of  Lord  Wellington's  aides-de-camp,  from  Bil- 
boa to  Plymouth,  with  despatches  announcing  the  defeat  of 
Joseph  Buonaparte  at  Vittoria.  Had  Captain  Tayler's  plan 
for  cutting  off  tiic  communication  between  France  and  that 
part  of  Spain  been  acted  upon,  and  a  seasonable  period  chosen, 
the  upstart  king,  and  all  his  army,  nmst  have  been  taken  pri- 
soners. 

TIjc  battle  of  Vittofia  took  place  the  day  previous  to  the  re- 
capture of  Castro,  and  led  to  the  siege  of  St.  Sebastian,  a  for- 
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tress  of  cBsential  importance  to  the  farther  operations  of  the 
campaign.  Anxious  to  assist  at  its  reduction,  Captain  Tay- 
lor lost  no  time  in  rejoining  the  squadron  under  Sir  George 
R.  Collier,  who  immediately  assigned  him  an  employment 
requiring  no  little  perseverance  and  skill. 

This  was  to  prepare  a  battery,  and  mount  one  of  tlie  Spar- 
row's carronades,  on  the  light-house  side;  in  accomplishing 
which,  he  sometimes  found  it  necessary  to  suspend  the  gun 
over  deep  chasms  in  the  mountain;  and  then,  by  means  of  a 
cable,  made  fast  to  the  tops  of  rugged  rocks,  and  well  secured 
below,  to  hoist  it  from  one  projection  to  another.  So  great 
were  the  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter,  and  ho  unfavorable 
was  the  state  of  the  weather,  that  two  days  elapsed  before 
he  could  open  his  fire  *. 

On  the  24th  July,  two  practicable  breaches  having  been 
effected  in  the  walls  of  the  town,  orders  were  given  that  they 
should  be  stormed,  and  Captain  Tayler  was  directed,  in  con- 
cert with  the  small  vessels  of  the  squadron,  to  make  a  fabo 
attack  on  the  north  side  of  Mount  Orgullo,  commonly  called 
the  hill  of  St.  Sebastian.  A  few  soldiers  penetrated  into 
the  town ;  but  the  defences  raised  by  the  French  being  both 
numerous  and  strong,  and  their  fire  of  grape  and  musketry 
very  destructive,  it  became  necessary  to  abandon  the  enter- 
prise, with  the  loss  of  nearly  900  men  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing. 

The  enemy  now  increased  their  fire  upon  the  sailors' 
breaching  battery,  and  Captain  Tayler  soon  repaired  thither, 
in  company  with  Sir  George  R.  Collier.  Shortly  afterwards, 
while  levelling  one  of  the  guns,  he  observed  the  men  around 
him  throw  themselves  to  the  ground,  and  looking  up,  to  ascer- 
tain the  cause,  discovered  a  falling  shell  iuimediatcly  above 
him.  The  fuse  cut  his  hat,  and  gave  him  a  severe  contusion  in 
the  forehead,  which  was  likewise  much  lacerated  ;  both  bones 
of  his  left  leg  were  fractured  in  two  places ;  he  received  a  dan- 
gerous wound  in  the  groin  j  and  was  otherwise  most  dread- 
fully injured. 
A  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  ati  extract,  was  subse- 
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qitently  addressed  to  Captain  Tayler,  by  his  commander-in- 
chief  : 

*'  Queen  Charlotte,  Aug.  5,  1813. 

"  Sir, — I  have  heard  with  great  regret,  that  you  have  been  so  severely 
wounded  in  the  breaching  battery  before  St.  Sebastian,  and  that  you  are 
not  likely,  for  some  time,  to  be  able  to  attend  to  your  duty. 

"  Having  frequently  had  occasion  to  commend  your  zeal  and  activity, 
which  you  have  manifested  in  the  different  services  upon  which  you  have 
been  employed  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  I  have  not  failed,  in  this  in- 
stance, to  represent  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  ad- 
ditional claim  which  your  present  severe  wounds  give  you  to  their  lordships' 
consideration,  and  to  express  a  hope  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  indulge 
you  with  an  acting  commander  until  you  are  again  able  to  resume  your 
duty.  With  this  view,  I  have  appointed  Lieutenant  John  Campbell  to 
take  charge  of  the  Sparrow,  and  convey  you  to  Plymouth,  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  in  order  that  you  may  receive  the  best  surgical  assistance  *  *. 

(Signed)  "  Keith,  Admiral." 

We  have  now  to  remark,  that  the  Sparrow  was  more  at  sea 
in  181 2  and  1813,  than  any  sloop  belonging  to  the  Plymouth  sta- 
tion, on  which  there  then  were  fourteen  others,  all  commanded 
by  officers  senior  in  rank  to  Captain  Tayler,  whose  wonder- 
ful activity  caused  the  port-adniiral.  Sir  Robert  Calder,  truly 
to  predict  that  he  would  be  the  first  promoted.  When  obliged 
to  come  into  harbour  for  provisions,  &c.  she  seldom  remained 
at  anchor  upwards  of  30  hours  ;  her  crew,  on  those  occasions, 
were  always  granted  permission  to  go  ashore,  one  watch  at  a 
time ;  and,  although  limited  to  6  hours'  leave,  they  never 
broke  it :  the  discipline  on  board  the  brig  was  so  m  ell-estab- 
lished, that  only  5  men  were  punished  at  the  gangway  in 
a  whole  year  ;  and  not  a  man  was  ever  allowed  to  be  "  start- 
ed." The  following  is  a  verbatim  copy  of  an  epistle  written 
to  Captain  Tayler  the  day  before  he  left  her  : — 

"  Hotiord  Sir, —By  the  request  of  the  Ship's  Company  we  have  now 
made  bold  to  trouble  you  with  a  letter,  to  inform  yon  of  the  treatment  \vc 
have  met  v.'.t'i  since  it  has  been  your  misfortune  to  receive  the  wounds,  ami 
before  unknown  to  you.  Our  usage  from  the  first  Lieul.  has  been  so  very 
indifferent,  that  some  of  us  have  nearly  been  in  the  act  of  putting  an  end 
to  our  lives.  As  it  is  our  misfortune  to  loose  yon,  we  recpiesl  to  be  draft- 
ed or  a  change  of  Lieut.  We  also  re<|ue3t  that  your  honor  will  be  pleased 
to  give  us  a  Character  to  the  ('aptain  who  we  understand  is  appointed  to 
command  his  Majesty's  sloop  Sparrow,  He  shall,  as  long  as  we  arc  in  the 
ship,  find  us  diligent  and  obedient,  and  always  ready  to  obey  commimds. 
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We  all  pray,  sincerely  pray,  for  your  recovery—may  the  Lord  be  pleased 
for  to  heal  your  Wounds  quickly,  that  you  may  be  able  to  obtain  all  that 
80  good  and  so  brave  a  Commander  as  you  are  is  worthy  of — believe  us, 
my  good  Sir,  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  Ship's  Crew  that  would  not 
risk  his  life  in  your  defence.  We  humbly  request  your  honor  will  excuse 
our  troubling  you  in  your  present  situation.  We  remain  your  ever  obe- 
dient and  humble  Servants, 

(Signed)  "  Petty  Officers  and  Seamen 

of  his  Majesty's  Sloop  Sparrow." 

This  letter  requires  no  comment ;  but  we  cannot  refrain 
from  adding,  that  when  Captain  Tayler  was  hoisted  over  the 
side,  to  go  to  sick-quarters,  every  sailor  and  marine  in  the 
brig  shed  tears.  The  first  lieutenant,  of  whose  treatment 
they  complained,  is  now  no  more. 

Captain  Tayler  was  landed  at  Plymouth,  Aug.  9,  1813,  at 
which  time  his  shattered  bones  were  protruding  about  four 
inches  through  the  integuments  of  the  leg,  accompanied 
with  a  laceration  and  destruction  of  the  surrounding  fleshy 
parts,  more  extensive  than  any  injury  of  the  kind  (where  the 
limb  was  saved)  that  had  ever  come  under  the  observation  of 
Dr.  Andrew  Baird,  then  an  Inspector  of  Naval  Hospitals,  who 
says,  "  I  can  never  forget  the  tranquillity  of  mind  he  evinced, 
and  the  patient  resignation  with  which  he  bore  his  long  con- 
finement and  severe  sufferings,  to  which  may  be  ascribed  his 
recovery." 

It  is  also  certified  by  Stephen  Love  Hammick,  Esq.  the 
late  surgeon  of  Plymouth  hospital,  through  whcse  great  prac- 
tical skill,  and  constant  kind  attention.  Captain  Tayler  was  at 
length  enabled  to  go  about  upon  crutches,  "  that  he  was  con- 
fined to  his  bed  for  twenty-eight  weeks,  without  having  it 
once  made  up ;"  nor  was  he  sufficiently  recovered  to  leave 
that  institution  till  May  20,  1814 :  "  the  present  appearance 
of  the  leg  will  prove  tlie  extent  of  his  suficrings  and  danger; 
it  has  become  considerably  shortened,  and  is  greatly  exposed 
to  inflammation,  so  as  to  render  his  situation  much  less  for- 
tunate than  if  it  had  been  altogether  removed." 

Captain  Tayler  was  'ulvanced  to  post  rank  Aug.  6,  1813  ; 
granted  a  pension  of  200/.,  since  increased  to  250/.  per  an- 
num, Nov.  12,  1814;  and  nominated  a  C.  B.  in  Oct.  1815. 
On  the  latter  occasion,  he  received  a  letter  from  his  early 
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patron   and   steadfast  friend,   of  which  the  following   is   ;j 
copy  :— 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  need  not  assure  you  of  the  infinite  satisfaction  aflonlcd 
me  by  the  information  which  I  received  some  days  ago  from  Lord  Melville, 
of  the  intention  of  H.  R  H.  the  Prince  Regent  to  confer  upon  you  a  mark 
of  distinction,  in  consideration  of  your  zealous  and  meritorious  services.  1 
am,  dear  Sir,  Your  sincere  friend, 

"SlDMOtTII." 

In  addition  to  the  above  honorable  rewards,  the  Patriotic 
Society  voted  Captain  Tayler  100/.  for  the  purchase  of  a 
sword  or  vase ;  and  the  Corporation  of  Devizes  presented  him 
with  the  freedom  of  that  borough,  in  a  manner  highly  grati- 
fying to  his  feelings. 

Captain  Tayler  has  always  been  considered  the  first  broad- 
swordsman  in  the  naval  service;  and  the  very  same  exercise 
which  he  introduced  in  the  Leopard,  Maida,  Spencer,  He- 
roine, Goldfinch,  and  Sparrow,  has  since  been  adopted  at  the 
Horse  Guards ;  but  even  there  some  superior  cuts  arc  not 
known,  that  he  is  able  to  shew.  During  his  voyage  from  the 
West  Indies  to  England,  in  1811,  he  framed  a  code  of  sig- 
nals, to  be  made  by  means  of  telegraphic  shades  instead  of 
FLAGS  J  and  invented  a  transporting  carriage  for  ships'  guns, 
when  landed  for  field  service,  the  want  of  which  was  much 
felt  by  the  naval  brigade  at  Copenhagen  :  his  improved  sight.s 
for  sea-ordnance  we  have  already  noticed.  Since  the  peace, 
lie  has  submitted  different  plans  to  the  Admiralty,  with  many 
practical  observations  on  naval  gunnery ;  the  following  is  an 
extract  of  his  correspondence  : — 

"Feb.  19,  1822. 
"  My  Lords, — Having  lately  read  a  publication  by  Sir  Howard  lloii^dii" 
and  Colonel  Congreveon  naval  gunnery,  exhibiting  anew  invention  of  sights 
for  ships'  guns,  I  beg  to  call  your  lonlships'  attention  to  a  similar  plan  I 
had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  in  the  year  ISI5. 
Presuming,  from  the  silence  observed,  that  their  lordships  did  not  deem  it 
prudent  to  bring  into  general  practice  any  important  improvements  made. 
during  peace,  I  refrained  from  troubling  them  with  other  plans  connected 
therewith  ;  but  as  Sir  H.  Douglas's  publication  is  now  sanctioned  by  your 
lordships,  I  beg  leave  to  know  if  it  is  correct  that  a  committee  of  iiuviil 
officers  are  employed  arranging  u  new  system  of  naval  gunnery  ;  and  if  so, 
whether  any  practical  cxperiu.  Mits  made  during  the  war  will  be  dcciiKil 
useful  for  their  information  •*••*.  1  gave  the  sightd  I  InvenUnI  on 
board  the  Sparrow  to  Capfuin  John  r«ri^li,  in  the  yc»ur  1^12,  and  he  statc-^. 
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that  after  wiiuessiiig  the  surprising  precision  vvitli  which  the  captikius  of 
tiie  guns  iireJ,  lie  calh'd  a  boy,  and  directed  Liin  to  fire  when  the  sigiits 
^\crc  in  one  with  the  ol)ject — tlie  boy  levelled  the  gun  and  shot  away  the 
ilii^-stulT,  notwithstanding  the  vessel  had  considerable  motion.  When 
practising,'  on  l)oard  the  Sparrow,  three  successive  shot  passed  tin'ough  the 
aperture  made  by  the  first  shot  in  the  centre  of  a  target.  In  stating  these 
facts  to  your  lordships,  /  merely  wish  to  attach  this  invention  to  the  naval 
service. 

(Signed)  "  J.  N.  Tayleu." 

This  oflicer's  eldest  brother,  Lieutenant  Samuel  iV.  ler,  of 
the  13th  light  dragoons,  was  killed  in  Portugal  j  another, 
Major  Thomas  Tayler,  of  the  Bengal  9th  native  infantry, 
died  in  tb  •  East  Indies.  His  sister  is  the  widow  of  the  Rev. 
IJowen  .liickens,  of  Broughton  Hall,  near  Lechdale,  Glou- 
cestershire. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Maude  and  Co. 
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JOHN  FORDYCE  MAPLES,  Esq. 

A  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath. 

Entkukd  the  navy,  as  a  midshipman  on  board  the  Tri 
uniph  7-1,  commanded  by  the  late  Admiral  Philip  Affleck, 
Oct.  5,  1782;  and  subsequently  had  the  honor  of  serving 
with  Prince  William  Henry  (now  Duke  of  Clarence)  in  the 
Hebe  frigate,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  the  Hon.  J.  Leve- 
son  Gower*.  He  afterwards  joined  the  Blonde  32,  Captain 
William  Affleck ;  and  removed  from  her  to  the  Centurion  50, 
flag-ship  of  his  early  patron,   on  the  Jamaica  station,   in 

1791  f. 

On  the  16th  April,  1793,  Mr.  Maples,  then  master's-mate 
of  the  Penelope  32,  Captain  Bartholomew  S.  Rowley,  assist- 
ed at  the  capture  of  le  Goelan  French  corvette,  and  in  Sept. 
following,  he  was  present  at  the  occupation  of  Jeremie,  St. 
Domingo,  by  the  naval  and  military  forces  under  Conunodore 
Ford  and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Whitelockcj  also  at  the  cap- 
lure  of  about  2000  tons  of  shipping  laden  with  colonial  pro- 


i< ! 


•  See  Vol.  T.  Purt  I.  pp.  7  and  UJ? 
t  See  id  Part  II.  note  f  at  p.  6(J8 


'■'Ii 


;M 


H 


:i  ;  ''i 


150  POST-CAPTAINS  OF  1813. 

dace,  two  neutral  vessels  with  cargoes,  and  an  armed  schoon- 
er, in  the  bays  near  St.  Louis.  On  the  25th  Nov.  I'lncon- 
stante  frigate,  struck  her  tri-coloured  flag  to  the  Penelope 
and  Iphigenia,  after  exchanging  a  few  broadsides,  and  sus- 
taining a  loss  of  6  men  killed  and  21,  including  her  captain, 
wounded.  In  this  affair,  the  former  British  ship  had  1  man 
slain  and  7  wounded. 

At  the  commencement  of  1794,  the  Penelope  was  employed 
in  the  blockade  of  Port-au-Prince ;  and  soon  afterwards  in 
covering  the  debarkation  of  the  troops  under  Lieutenatit-Col- 
onel  Whitelocke,  near  Cape  Tiberoon.  She  subsequently  en- 
gaged the  batteries  of  Aux  Cayes,  and  brought  out  from 
thence  several  loaded  merchantmen. 

Mr.  Maples  next  joined  the  Europa  50,  bearing  the  broad 
pendant  of  Commodore  Ford,  at  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  where 
he  appears  to  have  been  employed  for  several  weeks,  in  a  fort 
named  after  that  officer,  by  whom  he  was  appointed  lieuten- 
ant of  la  Magicienne  32,  a  few  days  subsequent  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  Port-au-Prince,  which  took  place  June  4,  1794*. 
La  Magicienne's  loss  by  yellow  fever,  while  co-operating 
with  the  army  under  Brigadier-General  Whyte,  in  the  vain 
attempt  to  complete  the  subjugation  of  the  French  posts  in 
St.  Domingo,  amounted  to  about  70  officers  and  men. 

In  the  spring  of  1796,  la  Magicienne,  thtn  commanded  by 
Captain  William  Henry  Ricketts,  was  employed  off  Havre, 
under  the  orders  of  Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith  ;  and  in  the  ensuing 
autumn,  we  find  her  returning  to  the  Jamaica  station,  where 
she  soon  made  many  captures.  Among  them  were  le  Cerf 
Volant  corvette,  having  on  board  despatches  for  the  French 
Directory,  and  delegates  from  the  southern  department  of 
St.  Domingo  to  the  National  Assembly ;  la  Fortune  privateer, 
of  8  guns  and  74  men ;  le  Poisson  Volant,  of  12  guns  and  80 
men  ;  and  two  Spanish  brigs,  laden  with  cocoa.  In  Jan.  and 
Feb.  1797*  her  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Ma- 
ples, cut  out  two  French  privateers  and  a  Spanish  armed  brig 
from  different  anchorages  at  the  west  end  of  Porto  Rico ; 


♦  See  Vol.  I.  Pnrt  II.  note  f  at  p.  806  el  seq. 
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and  on  the  6th  April  following,  in  conjunction  with  those  of 
the  Regulus  44,  they  effected  the  destruction  of  eleven  sail 
of  merchantmen  in  the  harbour  of  Cape  Roxo,  spiked  4  guns 
on  shore,  and  brought  out  two  vessels,  without  the  loss  of  a 
man.  At  this  period,  Mr.  Maples  was  first  lieutenant  of  la 
Magicicnne. 

A  "spirited  and  well-timed  attack"  subsequently  made 
upon  an  armed  sloop  and  some  schooners,  employed  as  trans- 
ports, by  which  the  whole  of  our  western  possessions  in  St. 
Domingo  were  prevented  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  is  thus  officially  described  by  Captain  Ricketts : — 

"La  Magicienne,  in  Careasse  bay,  ^pril  24,  1797- 
"  On  Sunday  tlie  23(1  instant,  when  doubling  Cape  Tiberoon,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Regulus  and  Fortune,  schooner,  we  discovered  a  6-guti 
sloop  and  four  schooners  at  anchor  in  this  bay,  which  convinced  me  that 
the  post  of  Irois  was  attacked.  Soon  after,  the  alarm  gun  was  fired  at  the 
fort.  As  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  endeavouring  to  counteract  the  views 
of  the  enejny,  we  stood  in  and  anchored ;  then  commenced  a  heavy  can- 
nonade, and  had  the  good  fortune,  in  a  short  time,  to  drive  them  into  the 
mountains.  Their  field-pieces,  ammunition,  provisions,  and  vessels  laden 
with  necessaries  for  carrying  on  the  siege,  fell  into  our  hands. 

"  The  good  conduct  of  every  officer  and  man  belonging  to  our  little 
squadron,  manifested  itself  upon  this  occasion,  as  well  as  upon  mau^r 
others  since  I  liave  had  the  honor  to  command  it.  I  have  to  regret  the 
loss  of  4  men  killed,  and  Mr.  Morgan,  master's-mate,  and  10  men  wound- 
ed in  la  Magicienne's  boat,  when  endeavouring  to  tow  out  the  sloop." 

That  vessel  was  boarded  and  taken  in  tow,  by  Lieutenant 
Maples,  under  a  tremendous  fire  of  round  sliot,  grape,  and 
musketry.  On  the  28th  Sept.  following,  he  had  2  men  badly 
wounded  in  an  unsuccessful  attack  upon  some  small  priva- 
teers at  Porto  Paix;  and  he  also  commanded  the  boats  of 
la  Magicienne  at  the  capture  of  one,  mounting  2  gups,  near 
Cape  Causedo,  Dec.  22,  in  the  same  year.  Five  days  after- 
wards, le  Brutus  of  9  guns,  a  merchant  ship,  three  brigs,  and 
a  schooner,  were  taken  in  Guadilla  bay,  Porto  Rico,  by  tlic 
squadron  under  Captain  Ricketts.  The  frigate,  on  this  lat- 
ter occasion,  had  5  men  wounded. 

La  Magicienne  and  her  consorts  were  next  employed  in  dis- 
lodging a  large  body  of  brigands,  who  had  established  them- 
selves in  Platform  bay,  and  began  to  fortify  an  cmine^nce 
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commanding  the  adjacent  country.  This  service  was  per- 
formed in  conjunction  with  250  British  troops,  conveyed 
thither  from  Cape  Nichola  Mole,  by  whom  the  enemy  were 
kept  in  check  wliile  the  seamen  embarked  and  brought  off  a 
13-inch  mortar,  several  heavy  guns,  and  four  row-boats,  in- 
tended for  privateering. 

On  the  19th  Mar.  1798,  Lieutenant  Maples  landed,  with 
100  men  under  his  command,  to  do  garrison  duty  at  Irois. 
Returning  on  board  from  thence,  he  was  slightly  wounded  by 
a  musket  ball  in  the  right  leg,  and  one  of  his  party  was  killed 
close  to  him.  In  1/99,  he  had  the  direction  of  several  boat 
enterprises,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  many  merchant  ves- 
sels. 

From  la  Magicienne,  Lieutenant  Maples  was  removed  to 
the  Queen  98,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Bart, 
whose  fortunes  he  followed  during  the  remainder  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war.  At  the  battle  of  Copenhagen,  April  2,  1801, 
he  served  as  a  volunteer  with  Nelson's  division ;  and,  after 
that  eventj  he  appears  to  have  acted  as  commander,  in  the 
Otter  fire-vessel,  for  a  period  of  three  months.  His  subse- 
quent appointments  were  to  the  Ganges  74,  Prince  George 
98,  Defence  74,  Tigre  80,  and  Naiad  38.  The  former  ship 
accompanied  a  squadron  of  observation  to  Jamaica  at  the  close 
of  1801  ;  the  latter,  commanded  by  Captain  Thomas  Dundas, 
was  one  of  Nelson's  repeating  frigates  on  the  ever  memorable 
21st  Oct.  1805. 

We  afterwards  find  Lieutenant  Maples  successively  serving 
as  first  of  the  Mars  and  Atlas,  third  rates,  on  the  North  Sea, 
Baltic,  and  Cadiz  stations.  His  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
commander  took  place  Oct.  21,  1810 ;  at  which  period  he  was 
appointed  to  the  JEtna,  bomb,  employed  in  the  defence  of  Isla 
de  Leon.  The  harassing  nature  of  that  service  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  memoirs  of  Captains  James  Sanders,  Sir 
Thomas  Fellowes,  William  Shepheard,  &c. 

In  1813,  Captain  Maples  commanded  the  Pelican  brig,  of 
385  tons,  mounting  sixteen  32-pounder  carronades  and  2 
long  sixes,  with  an  established  complement  of  120  officers^ 
men  and  boys.  The  service  for  which  he  obtained  post  rank 
ia  thus  described  by  him  in  an  official  letter  to  Vice- Admiral 
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Thornbrougli,    commander-in-chief  at  Cork,    dated  off  St. 
Pav  id's  Head,  Aug.  18 : — 

"  At  four  o'clock  this  morning  I  saw  a  vessel  on  fire,  and  a  brig  standing 
from  her,  which  I  soon  discovered  to  I)e  a  cruiser;  made  all  sail  in  chase, 
and  at  5-30  came  alongside  of  her ;  she  having  shortened  sail  and  made 
lierself  clear  for  an  obstinate  resistance.  After  giving  her  three  cheers, 
our  action  commenced,  wliich  was  kept  up  with  great  spirit  on  both  sides 
43  minutes.  We  then  lay  her  along-side,  and  were  in  the  act  of  boarding, 
when  she  strucL  her  colours.  She  jjroves  to  be  the  United  States'  sloop 
Argus,  of  360  tons,  eighteen  24-pounders,  and  2  long  l2-ponndcrs;  had 
on  board  when  she  sailed  from  America,  two  montiis  since,  a  complement 
of  14!)  men,  but  in  the  action  127;  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Comma ad- 
luit  William  Henry  Allen,  who,  I  regret  to  say,  was  wounded  early  in  the 
battle,  and  has  since  suffered  amputation  of  his  left  thigh. 

'•  No  eulogium  I  could  use  would  do  sullicient  justice  to  the  merits  of 
my  gallant  oflBcers  and  crew,  which  consisted  of  11();  the  cool  courage  they 
displayed,  and  the  precision  of  their  fire,  could  only  be  etjualled  by  their 
zeal  to  distinguish  themselves  ;  but  I  must  beg  leave  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  my  first  lieutenant,  Thomas  Welsh,  of  Mr.  William 
Glanville,  acting  master,  Mr  William  Ingram,  purser,  who  volunteered  his 
services  on  deck,  and  Mr.  Richard  Scott,  boatswain. 

"  Our  loss,  T  am  happy  to  say,  is  small.  Mr.  William  Young,  master's- 
niate,  slain  in  the  moment  of  victory,  while  animating,  by  his  courage  and 
example,  all  around  him,  and  one  able  seaman  killed ;  five  other  men 
wounded,  who  are  doing  well :  that  of  the  enemy  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  ascertain." 

The  Argus  had  13  killed  and  mortally  wounded,  including 
among  the  latter  her  commander  and  2  midhnipmen  :  her 
other  wounded  consisted  of  the  first  lieutenant,  VV.  H.  Wat- 
son, and  13  men.  When  afterwards  surveyed,  at  Plymouth, 
she  was  found  to  measure  only  316  tons. 

In  this  action  Captain  Maples  had  a  narrow  escape  :  a  spent 
canister-shot  struck,  with  some  degree  of  force,  one  of  his 
waistcoat  buttons,  and  then  fell  on  the  deck.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  post-rank  Aug.  23,  1813,  and  nominated  a  C.  B. 
in  Oct,  1815 ;  since  which  latter  period  he  has  not  been 
employed. 

This  officer  married,  in  1814,  the  widow  of  Mr.  John 
Carthew,  attorney,  of  Woodbridge,  Suffolk,  brother  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Carthew. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Chard. 
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ROBERT  BLOYE,  Esq. 

j4  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Militnnj  Order  of  the  Bath. 
This  officer  served  as  lieutenant  under  Earl  St.  Vincent  j 
obtained  the  rank  of  commander  Aug.  4,  1806  j  and  was 
appointed  to  the  Lyra  brig  about  Jan.  1810.  11  is  subsequent 
services,  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  have  been  noticed  in 
our  memoirs  of  Sir  George  R.  Collier  and  Captain  Joseph 
Needhani  Tayler,  C.  B.*  He  was  advanced  to  post  rank 
Sept.  23,  1813  j  and  nominated  a  C.  B.  in  1815. 


THOMAS  EDWARD  SYMONDS,  Esq. 

Was  made  commander  Jan.  22,  1806 ;  and  appointed  to 
the  Tweed,  a  new  18'gun  sloop,  fitting  for  the  Jamaica  sta- 
tion, in  the  spring  of  1807.  His  conduct  while  employed  in 
co-operation  with  the  Spanish  troops  investing  the  city  of 
St.  Domingo  is  thus  described  by  Captain  William  Pryce 
Cumby,  in  an  official  letter  to  Vice-Admiral  B.  S.  Rowley, 
dated  July  7,  1809:— 

•'  This  despatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Captain  Symonds,  of  the 
Tweed,  to  whose  zealous  attention  in  conduciiiiii^  the  sloops,  schooners, 
ami  guard-boats,  during  a  close  and  vigorous  blockade  of  two  months,  I 
owe  considerable  obligation ;  and  although  the  services  of  the  squadron 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  place  under  my  orders  may  not  have  been  of  a 
brilliant  nature,  I  trust  I  may  be  permitted  on  this  occasion,  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  unremitting  perseverance  with  which  the  vessels  maintained 
the  stations  assigned  them,  through  all  the  variety  of  weather  incident  to 
the  season,  on  a  steep  and  dangerous  shore,  where  no  anchorage  was  to  be 
obtained,  as  well  as  to  the  vigilance  and  alacrity  of  those  men  who  were 
employed  in  the  night  guard-boats,  by  whose  united  exertions  the  enemy's 
accustomed  supply  l)y  sea  was  entirely  cut  off,  and  the  surrender  of  the  city 
greatly  accelerated  f." 

In  Oct.  1810,  Captain  Symonds,  then  on  the  North  Sea 
station,  captured  the  Steinbill,  Danish  cutter  privateer,  of  10 
guns  and  30  men.  He  continued  to  command  the  Tweed 
until  his  promotion  to  post  rank,  Sept.  29, 1813, 

Agents. — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


•  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  pp.  525—532;  and  Suppl.  Part  III.  pp.  140—143. 
t  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  small  type  at  p.  9/0,  et  seq. 
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WESTBY  PERCIVAL,  Esq. 

Knight  of  the  Imperial  Austrian  Order  of  Leopold. 

Tins  officer  was  made  a  lieutenant  in  Oct.  1800;  pro- 
moted to  the  command  of  the  Paulina  brig,  Sept.  14,  1808; 
and  posted  into  the  Milford  74,  bearing  the  flag  of  Rear-Ad- 
miral  Freemantle,  on  the  Mediterranean  station,  Oct.  16, 
1813.  The  cross  of  the  above  order  was  conferred  upon  him 
for  his  services  in  the  Adriatic,  during  the  campaigns  of  1813 
and  1814. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Stilwell. 
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JOIiN  TMI.Oim,  Esq. 

Entered  the  navy  untie:  the  n.r  pices  of  the  late  Admiral 
Sir  Thomas  Pasley,  Bart,  ^nd  set'/etl  aa  mi'.xshipma'ij  on  board 
the  Alfred  74,  Captain  Joha  Bazely,  at  the  defeat  of  the 
French  fleet  by  Eurl  How^,  June  1,  I794»  We  fsVjVtdoqufintly 
find  him  in  the  Blenhf  im  90,  wlxidi  filiip  m.n.:.i':ii  part  af  Vice- 
Admiral  Hotham'a  fltet  at  the  dcstructJOTi  of  i'Alcide  "/'',,  nii 
the  Hi^res  islands,  July  18,  17'J5  *,  After  tl:at  altmx,  he 
joined  le  Censeur,  a  prizo  7''^^  commar.de ;1  by  Ca^ttain  (now 
Sir  John)  Gore,  with  whoni  he  \t  as  teke«i  prisoner.  Wnen  re- 
turning to  England,  Oct.  7,  17^5 1- 

Mr.  Tailour  was  next  received  on  beard  the  Itoyai  George, 
a  first,  rate,  bearing  the  flag  of  Lord  lir^d^jort,  fi-ora  whom  he 
received  an  order  to  act  ?is  lieutenant  of  the  Medvsn  troop- 
ship, during  the  g'^neral  mutiny  a  -  Spithead  %'  His  promo- 
tion to  that  rank  took  )lace  in  July,  17^)7  >  from  which  pe- 
riod he  appears  to  have  ser\  t  d  h\  the  Phaeton  frigate  until  the 
peace  of  Amicn'i.  The  gerv'.ces  performed  by  that  active  and* 
successful  cruiser  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  our  memoirs 


I : 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  pp.  7^—78,  and  note  at  p.  264. 

f  See  Suppl.  Part  II.  p.  473,  et  teq. 

X  See  Vol.  II.  Pftrt  II.  p.  583. 
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of  the  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Stopford,  Sir  Jiimcs  Nicoll  Morris^ 
and  Captain  Francis  Beaufort.  * 

Lieutenant  Tailour*8  next  appointment  was  to  be  first  of 
theHindostan  54,  armed  en  flute,  and  commanded  by  Captain 
Le  Gros;  which  ship  sailed  from  Plymoutli  with  stores  for 
the  use  of  the  Mediterranean  fleet,  February  12,  1804.  The 
following  account  of  her  destruction  by  lire,  is  taken  from 
Captain  Brenton's  Naval  History,  Vol.  111.  p.  394  ef  seq. 

"  The  Hindostan,  a  ship  built  for  an  In«li;imaii,  of  1 KK)  tons  biirdcii, 
was  loaded  with  every  article  of  which  the  British  squadron  could  he  sup- 
posed to  stand  in  need.  Her  crew  consisted  of  about  .'^00  people,  indudini; 
passengers,  women,  and  chihircn  ;  she  arrived  at  Gibraltar  in  March,  and 
Qailed  immediately,  in  company  with  the  Phoebe  frigate,  to  join  Lord 
Nelson  off  Toulon.  On  the  ^SOth,  she  was  separated  from  her  consort,  in  a 
heavy  gale  of  wind,  in  the  gulf  of  Lyons  ;  and  on  tlie  2nd  of  April,  at  7  iu 
the  morning,  wiicn  no  ship  was  in  sight,  and  she  was  thirteen  leagues  from 
the  land,  smoke  was  observed  to  issue  from  the  fore-hatchway.  The  hu 
mocks  were  instantly  got  on  deck,  and  the  drum  heat  to  quarters.  The  tire 
engine  was  set  to  work,  but  with  little  effect ;  the  smoke  encreased  so 
much,  ua  to  prevent  the  people  working  on  the  orlop-deck ;  the  hatches 
were  therefore  laid  over  and  secured,  the  ports  barred  in,  and  every  mea- 
sure resorted  to,  in  order  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  air.  In  the  mean 
time  ehe  hove-to,  and  hoisted  the  boats  out ;  but  to  prevent  the  people 
rushing  into  them,  the  marines  were  kept  under  arms.  Prepared  for  the 
worst,  they  made  all  sail  for  the  land  :  providentially  the  wind  was  fair, 
and  they  stood  in  fi>r  the  bay  of  Rosas,  with  signals  of  distress  flying  at 
each  mast-head,  but  no  vessel  was  in  sight  to  afford  them  relief.  The  tire 
rapidly  increasing,  the  exertions  of  the  captain  and  his  noble  crew  increas<!d 
with  the  danger.  Water  was  thrown  down  in  torrents,  and  part  of  the 
])0wder  was  destroyed  or  thrown  overboard  ;  in  doing  this  one  man  was 
suffocated,  and  the  people  were  again  forced  to  quit  the  lower  decks. 

"At  2  P.M.,  when  they  had  beCi.  seven  hours  contending  with  theflamesi 
they  made  the  land.  The  joy  of  this  discovery  is  not  to  be  described  or  felt 
by  any  but  those  who  have  been  in  .such  a  perilous  situation ;  but  they  liad 
still  much  to  do ;  the  land  was  five  leagues  off,  and  at  half-past  two, 
the  flames  flew  up  the  fore  and  main  1';'.tchway3  us  high  as  the  lower 
yards.  Some  of  the  men  now  jumped  overboard  to  got  to  the  boats,  and 
many  of  them  were  drowned. f  Tarpaulins  were  kept  over  the  liatches,  and 
water  wm  still  poured  down,  by  which  means  the  flamca  Bul)aidcd  a  little 


•  See  Vol.  LPort  T.  p,  356  ;  H.  Part  II,  p.  48!),  rt  .seij. ;  and  Suppl. 
Part  lip.  H4. 

+  Only  2  we  believe.  The  total  mnnbcr  that  pcrii^hcd,  first  and  last, 
rortainly  did  not  exceed  r> ;  we  rather  think  that  it  was  but  3. 
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M.'Uiy  of  tlio  people  lay  appnrciiUy  lifeless  on  the  decks  from  suflfocation. 
'I'ljc  erisi.s  was  fast  approachincf,  when  human  fortitude  could  do  no  more. 
Had  not  the  officers  been  steady,  all  nnist  have  perished:  the  mizcn  mast 
was  set  on  lire  in  the  captain's  cabin,  and  the  flames  l)ursting  from  all  the 
1(!C  ports.  At  5  oVlock  they  ran  the  ship  on  shore,  about  a  mile  from  the 
heach,  in  the  bay  of  Rosas.  The  Spanish  boats  came  off  to  their  assistance, 
but  were  afraid  to  approach  near  enough  to  be  of  any  service.  At  5-.'i0  slic 
was  on  fire  fore  and  aft,  when,  with  an  heroic  self-devotion,  which  can 
never  be  sufficiently  extoUod,  they  first  sent  away  the  women,  the  children, 
tlio  sick,  and  the  foreigners  ;  after  which,  the  good  and  gallant  captain 
with  his'l)ravc  adherents,  quitted  the  Hindostan,  and  had  scarcely  reached 
the  shore  when  she  blew  np." 

In  a  letter  to  Earl  St.  Vincent,  dated  April  19,  1804,  Lord 
Nelson,  speaking  of  Captain  Lc  Gros,  says  : — 

"  If  his  account  be  correct  (he  is  now  on  his  trial),  he  had  great  merit 
from  the  order  in  which  his  ship  was  kept.  It  must  have  arisen  either 
fri)in  some  of  the  medicine  chests  breaking,  or  from  wet  getting  down, 
which  caused  things  to  heat.  Tiic  preservation  of  the  crew  seems  little 
short  of  a  miracle.    I  never  read  such  a  journal  of  exertions  in  my  life." 

By  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial,  the  captain,  officers, 
and  crew  of  the  Hindostan  Mere  all  most  honorably  ac- 
<iuittcd  ;  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add,  tliat  much  credit 
was  given  to  them  for  lighting  so  long  M'ith  tlic  flames. 

Lieutenant  Tailour  was  subsc(iucntly  appointed  second  of 
the  Excellent,  74,  Captaiii  (nowVice-admiral)  Frank  Sotheron, 
under  whom  he  served  at  the  defence  of  Gacta  and  capture 
ofCap~i,  in  180G*. 

We  next  find  him  first  of  la  Nereide  frigate,  Captain 
Robert  Corbett,  and  accompanying  the  expedition  under 
CJcneral  VVIntelocke  to  Buenos  Ayres.  In  the  following  year, 
1808,  he  joined  the  Tigre,  80,  Captain  Benjamin  Ilallowcll, 
on  the  Mediterranean  station. 

The  very  gallant  exploit  for  which  Lieutenant  Tailour  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Commander  has  been  briefly  noticed 
at  p.  183  of  Vol.  I.  Part  II.,  and  is  thus  fully  described  by 
liord  Collingwood,  in  an  oflicial  letter  to  the  Admirally, 
(iaied  November  1,  1800:— 

•'  NVhen  the  enemy's  convoy  was  clmscil  on  the  23d  ultimo^,  their  Irans- 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Tart  F.  p.  3\5  rtgn/. 
t  JSt'c  Vol.  I.  Tart  I.  p.  2t<;i  c/  my. 
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ports  separated  from  the  ships  of  war,  aud  under  the  protection  of  an 
armed  store-ship,  two  bombards,  and  a  xebec,  made  for  the  bay  of  Rosas. 
When  the  ships  of  war  were  disposed  of,  as  related  in  my  letter  of  yester- 
day, the  transports  and  their  escort  became  the  object  of  my  attention  ; 
and  on  the  29tb,  the  Apollo  was  sent  ofif  Rosas,  to  examine  what  vessels 
were  there,  and  how  far  they  were  in  a  situation  assailable. 

"  The  next  day  I  appointed  the  ships  and  l)rig8  as  per  margin*  for  this 
service,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Hallowell,  to  bring  them  out  if  the 
wind  was  favourable,  or  otherwise  to  destroy  them.  The  state  of  the  wind 
and  sea  would  not  permit  this  operation  until  last  night ;  when,  after  dark, 
the  detachment  bore  up  for  the  bay,  and  anchored  about  five  miles  from 
the  castle  of  Rosas  ;  under  the  protection  of  which  work,  of  Trinity  fort, 
and  of  several  other  newly-erected  batteries,  the  convoy,  consisting  of  1 1 
vessels,  5  of  them  armed,  were  moored. 

"The  boats  bcin;?  arranged  in  separate  divisions,  the  whole  were  put 
under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Tailour,  first  of  the  Tigre,  and  proceeded  to 
the  attack  of  the  enemy ;  who,  although  he  could  have  had  no  previous 
intimation  of  such  an  enterprise  against  him,  was  found  vigilant,  and  com- 
pletely on  his  guard.  The  ship,  which  was  a  smaller  sort  of  frigate,  was 
enclosed  in  boarding-nettings,  and  a  gun-boat  advanced  a-htad  of  her  for 
the  look-out.  On  being  hailed,  and  the  alarm  gun  fired,  our  boats  stretched 
out,  the  crews  at  the  highest  pitch  of  animation,  filling  the  air  with  their 
cheers ;  each  division  took  the  part  previously  allotted  to  it :  the  armed 
ship  was  boarded  at  all  points,  and  carried  in  a  few  minutes,  notwithstand- 
ing the  spirited  and  sturdy  resistance  which  the  enemy  made ;  all  tlicir 
armed  vessels  were  well  defended,  but  the  British  seamen  and  marines, 
determined  to  subdue  them,  were  not  to  be  repelled,  even  by  a  force  found 
to  be  double  that  which  was  experted  ;  and,  besides  the  opposition  made 
by  the  vessels,  the  guns  from  the  castle,  the  forts  in  the  bay,  the  gun-boats 
and  musketry  from  the  beach,  kept  a  constant  fire  on  them.  On  tiieopen- 
ing  of  day,  every  ship  and  vessel  was  either  burnt  or  brought  otf,  aided 
by  the  light  winds  which  then  came  from  the  land. 

"  I  can  nut  conclude  this  narrutivc  fcithout  an  expression  of  the  sentiment 
which  the  execution  of  this  fwld  enterprise  hits  inspired  me  with,  and  the 
respect  aud  admiration  1  feel  fur  those  ieho  performed  it." 

"  Fn  the  first  place,  success  greatly  depended  upon  the  previous  arrange- 
ment which  was  made  by  Captain  Hallowell,  with  a  judgment  and  foresiifhl 
Ihnt  distiuguishes  that  ofticer  in  every  service  he  is  cu)ployed  on ;  the  division 
of  tJie  bi'ats,  the  preparation  of  fire  materials,  and  providing  them  with  every 
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•  Tigre;  Cumbfriand  74,  Captain  Hon.  Philip  fTodchouse ;  Volon- 
tairo  ,MS,  Captain  Charles  Ihiltcn ;  Apollo  ,'J8,  Captain  liridges  l/'nthinsvn 
Tat/lor;  Tojiaze  3f5,  Captain  Henry  Hope ;  I'hiluincl  IS,  Captain  drort!''' 
Vrniehy ;  8eout  lb,  Captain  tnUium  Haiti i  and  Tuscau  IG,  Cnptiiin 
John  tl'ii'iou. 
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enthiunt 
and  the 


implement  that  continjjency  could  require,  established  confidence  through- 
out the  whole  ;  and  in  this,  he  was  ably  assisted  by  the  experience  and  zeal 
of  Captains  Wodehouse,  Bulieii,  Taylor,  and  Hope.  The  bria[s  were  under 
sail,  as  near  the  vessels  attacked  as  the  light  winds  would  allow,  and 
Captain  Hallowell  speaks  in  high  terms  of  i)raisc  of  their  commanders. 
Lieutenant  Tailour  led  to  t/ie  assault  in  a  most  trnllant  tnantier,  and  teas  fol- 
lowed by  the  other  officers,  ns  if  each  was  ambitious  of  his  place,  and  desired 
to  he  first ;  the  whole  party  bravely  maintained  the  character  which  Bri- 
tish seamen  have  ep*nblished  for  themselves. 

"  I  am  sorry  1 1  av(  to  add,  that  the  loss  has  been  considerable  ».  Lieu- 
tenant Tait,  of  the  "^olontaire,  an  excellent  and  brave  young  odicer,  and 
air.  Caldwell,  master's-mate  of  the  Tigre,  a  youth  of  great  promise,  were 
the  only  officers  slain. 

"  Rlany  officers  in  the  fleet  were  desiroiis  of  being  volunteers  in  this  ser- 
vice. I  could  not  resist  the  earnest  rccpicst  of  Lieutenants  Lord  Viscount 
Balgonie,  the  Hon.  James  Ashley  Maude,  and  the  Hon.  William  Wahle- 
gravc,  of  the  Ville  de  Paris,  to  have  the  command  of  boats,  in  which  they 
displayed  that  spirit  which  is  inherent  in  them. 

"  I  transmit  Captain  Hallowell's  letter  relating  his  proceedings,  with 
lists  of  the  officers  who  commanded  boats,  and  had  appointments  in  this 
service  ;  and  of  the  vessels  burnt  and  captured." 

Captain  Hallowell,  in  his  report  to  the  commander-in-chief, 
acq\iainted  his  lordship,  that  the  spirited  manner  in  which 
Lieutenant  Tailour  led  the  houts  on  to  the  attack,  "  com- 
manded the  admiration  of  every  one  present."  Tlie  oHicerH 
employed  in  the  boats  under  him  were  as  follow : — 

In  the  Tigue's, — Lieulenants  Augustus  William  .lames  (^-llflTord,  Ed- 
ward Boxer,  William  Waterface,  Gawen  William  Huuiilton,  John  Brulton  ; 
Mi'ssri.  James  Caldwell,  Joshua  Kynson,  (mutes) ;  Dey  Richard  Svi-rf, 
Hon.  Robert  Cavendish  Spencer,  Henry  Fawcctt,  (Jcorjje  Francis  Bridges, 
George  Sandys,  James  Athill,  Hon.  George  James  Perceval,  James  ISIon- 
tagu,  Frederick  Noel  (midshipmen)  ;  and  Alexander  Hosack,  assistant- 
surgeon. 

Cumherland's, — Lieutenants, lohn  Murray,  Rirhard Stuart  J.and  Wil- 
Ham  Bradley  (the  latter  acting) ;  C<ipt<//ii  IMward  Bailie  (R.  INl.)  ;  J.'.>„"v. 
John  Webster  (mate  J),  Charles  Robert  iMilliourne,  Henry  Wise,  William 
Ilnlliiished  Brady  J,  and  .Vnnesley  Blac];more,  midi-Iiipmen. 

Volontaire'h, — Lk'ntenants  Dalliou^ie  Tait,  Samuel  Sisnn,  Hon. 
James  Ashley  Maude  J,  William  Burton,  and  Duncan  Campbell  (the  t»vo 
latter  R.  IVL) ;  Messrs.  ,]o\\n  Bannatyne,  Thomas  Randall  (mates);  Rirh- 
ard Stephens  Harness,  Henry  John  Leeke,  and  John  Armsteu<l|,  (inidship- 
njcn  (the  latter  belonging  to  the  Ville  de  Pari^). 
Apollo's, — Licutcunnts  James   Begbie  |,  Robert  Cutts  Barton,   and 

•  (Jrand  total  15  killed  and  t.^)  wounded, 
t  Severely  wounded.  %  Slighrly  wounded. 
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John  Foistcr*  ;  Messrs.  IFemy  William l)e  Ciiiilr,  William  PLiut  (mates); 
James  Dundenlalc,  Iloiiry  Lancaster  (midshipmen);  and  John  Oliver 
French,  clerk. 

Toi'AZe's, — L'wutrnants  ('harles  Hammond,  James  Dnnn,  William 
Rawlins,  V^isconnt  Balgonie,  (and  William  Halsted,  R,  i\J,) ;  Aff.ssrs'. 
Alexander  IJoyter  (mate),  Joseph  Hume,  Huugerford  Luthill,  and  Harry 
Nicholas,  nii(l.<liipnien. 

PiiiLOMr,r/H, — N'one  reported. 

{Scout's, — fArutcmints  John  Tarrant  and  Hon.  William  Walde^ave ; 
Mr.  Davy,  midshipman  of  (he  Ville  de  Paris. 

Tlhcan'm, — [jkutennnt  Pascoe  Dunnf,  Mmsrs.  John  RI'Doucfall, 
('harlcs  (Jray  (mates,  both  belonging  to  the  Ville  de  Paris) ;  and  John 
.Stiddy,  midshipman. 

List  of  the  French  vessels. 

La  liamproie,  of  GOO  tons,  pierced  for  22  puns  on  the  main-deck, 
mounting  Hi  long  9-poundcrs,  with  a  complement  of  1 10  men;  la  Vic- 
toire,  bonjbard,  of  14  long  (impounders  and  SO  men;  one  government 
store-vessel,  and  four  transports  : — burnt, 

Le  Normande,  xebec,  of  10  long  4-pounders  and  48  men ;  Ic  Grondeur, 
bombard,  of  S  long  G-pounders  and  45  men,  ladeu  with  biscuit ;  and  two 
transports,  of  200  tons  ei'.ch  : — brought  out. 

While  in  tlie  act  of  boarding  la  Lamproic,  Lieutenant  Tai- 
lour  was  very  severely  wounded  in  the  head,  near  the  teniido, 
notwithstanding  which  he  contiiuied  among  the  foremost  in 
the  fight.  His  conunission  as  a  commander  was  dated  back 
to  Nov.  1,  1809. 

Towards  tiie  end  of  1810,  Captain  Tailour  received  an  ap- 
pointment 10  the  Regidus  troop-ship,  in  which  he  continued, 
(in  very  active  service,  till  his  advancement  to  post  rank,  Oct. 
*JG,  1813.  In  1815,  he  connnanded  the  Comus  22,  on  the 
coas«t  of  Africa,  under  tlie  orders  of  Connnodore  Thomas 
IJrowne,  whose  successful  exertions  in  suppressing  the  slave 
trade  have  been  noticed  at  p.  708  et  seq,  of  Vol.  IL  Part  li. 

Captain  Tailour's  last  appointment  was,  Nov.  6,  1815,  to 
the  Tonnant  80,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  Benjamin  Ilallowell, 
at  Cork  j  m  here  he  is  said  to  have  had  two  ribs  broken  by 
missiles,  while  attempting  to  quell  a  riot,  in  18 J 7.  He  con 
tinned  to  serve  as  Sir  Henjannn's  flag-captain,  until  the  ex- 
piration of  that  oilieer's  conunand  on  the  Irish  station. 

A'li^cnl .— i  ■  Coplaiul,  Esq. 


•  Sivi  rtly  wounded. 


t  Slightly  vNuunded. 
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JOHN  SMITH,  (a.)    Esq. 

A  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Militartf  Order  of  the  liatJt. 

A  NATIVE  of  Aberdeen.  Thia  officer  served  as  acting 
master  of  the  Ej^mont  74,  at  the  defeat  of  the  Spanish  fleet, 
off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  February  14,  17J>7  ;  *  and  Mas  first 
lieutenant  of  the  Africa  CJ,  at  the  ever-memorable  battle  of 
Trafalgar! :  his  commission  as  a  commander  bears  dr.te 
December,  24,  1805. 

Captain  Smith's  subsequent  appointments  were  to  the 
Devastation  bomb,  Magnet  l)rig,  and  Oeagle  of  18  guns.  The 
latter  vessel  formed  part  of  the  squadron  under  Sir  George 
R.  Collier,  at  the  reduction  of  St.  Sebastian,  in  1813. t  He 
obtained  post-rank  October  27,  in  the  same  year ;  and  was 
nominated  a  C.  B.  December  8,  1815. 

Agent, — J.  Dufaur,  Esq. 


i 
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GORDON  THOMAS  FALCON,  Esq. 

Received  his  first  com-  .  ,sIon  in  May,  1800;  served  as 
lieutenant  under  the  late  Hon.  Sir.  George  C.  JJerkeley,  in 
the  Leopard  50,  and  Barfleur  08,  on  the  Halifax  and  Lisbon 
stations§  j  was  made  commander,  into  the  Melpomene  troop- 
ship, March  13,  1811;  advanced  to  post  rank  October  20, 
1813,  and  appointed  to  the  Cyane,  rated  at  22  guns,  but  inomil  - 
ing  32,  in  March  1814.  His  very  gallant  defence  of  that 
«hip  against  the  Constitution,  an  American  f'>rtij-f(iiiry  has 
hren  recently  described  in  our  menjoir  of  Captain  the  Hon. 
(ieorge  ')ouglas|j. 

Captain  Falcon's  next  appointment  was,  June  24,  1817,  to 
the  Tyne  26,  fitting  for  Scmth  America  j  from  whence  she 
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retui'fjed  home  with  specie  to  the  amount  of  nearly  700,000/, 
sterling,  October  16,  1820.     He  has  since  commanded  the 
Spartiate    76,    and  Wellesley  74,  which  ships  successively 
bore  the  flaj?  of  Sir  George  Eyre,  on  the  above  station. 
Jge?tt.—S\r  F.  M.  Ommanney. 


WATKIN  OWEN  PELL,  Esq. 

A  NATIVE  of  Northamptonshire.  This  oflicer  entered  the 
navy  under  the  auspices  of  Earl  Spencer,  and  first  embarked 
as  midshipman  on  board  la  Loire  frigate,  Captain  James  N. 
Newman,  April  3,  1799.  On  the  5th  February,  1800,  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  left  leg  in  action  with  la  Pallas 
French  frigate,  the  capture  of  which  has  been  recorded  at  pp. 
248-250  of  Vol.  II.  Parti. 

During  the  peace  of  Amiens,  Mr.  Pell  served  under  Cap- 
tain, (now  Sir  James  Athol)  Wood,  in  the  Acasta  40 ;  and 
he  appears  to  have  continued  with  that  oflicer  till  Octo- 
ber, 1804.  AVc  next  find  him  joining  the  Veteran  64,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Newman,  with  whom  he  removed  to  the 
Vanguard,  74,  at  Jamaica,  in  July  1805.  The  latter  shij) 
being  paid  off,  towards  the  close  of  the  same  year,  he  was 
then  received  on  board  la  Virginic  frigate,  in  which  he  ro- 
ujained,  under  Captain  Edward  Brace,  till  his  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  lieutenant,  November  11,  1806. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  180S,  Mr.  Pell,  then  first  of  the  Mer- 
cury 28*,  connnanded  a  division  of  boats  at  the  capture  of 
seven  Spanish  turtans,  loaded  with  valuable  ship  timber,  tor 
the  arsenal  at  Cadiz ;  the  dashing  manner  in  which  this  ser- 
vice was  executed,  under  the  directions  of  Lieutenant  Allan 
Stewart,  of  the  Alceste,  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  p.  802  of 
Vol.  II.  Part  II. 

The  important  services  performed  by  the  Mercury  and  her 
boats,  between  October  1808,  and  February  1810,  have  been 
noticed  in  our  memoir  of  Captain  the  Hon.  Henry  Duncan, 
C.B.,  who  thus  describes  the  capture  of  la  Ledaf. 


Ciiptain  .James  A.  Gordon. 


t  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  p.  WO. 
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"  Mercury,  off"  Rovignn,  2n<l  April,  1809- 
"Sir, — ^The  boats  of  H.  M.ship  under  my  command,  last  night,  cut  out 
of  the  harbour  of  Rovigno,  and  from  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  great  guns 
and  mublietry,  la  Leda,  Venetian  gnp.-boat,  carrying  one  long  24-pounder 
and  six  large  swivels ;  another  of  the  same  description  was  lying  close  to 
her,  and  would  certainly  have  been  captured  also,  had  not  a  fog  unexpect- 
edly come  on,  which  completely  deranged  the  plan  of  attack,  thereby 
obliging  the  boats  to  tow  the  vessel  out,  under  the  additional  fire  of  five 
guns  on  an  island,  which  was  to  have  been  stormed  by  the  marines.  When 
the  strength  and  situation  of  the  harbour  of  Rovigno  are  considered  (the 
entrance  not  being  more  than  KM)  yards  wide);  that  the  gun-boats  were 
moored  close  to  two  heavy  batteries,  and  that  they  were  so  well  prepared 
as  to  fire  several  times  before  our  boats  got  up  ;  that  they  had  been  rein- 
forced that  evening  by  a  detachment  of  soldiers,  and  had  boarding-nettings 
nearly  up  to  their  mast-heads :  I  do  not  think  more  bravery  was  ever  dis- 
played, than  by  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  employed  on  this  occa- 
sion. They  were  commanded  and  led  on  in  the  most  gallant  manner  by  the 
first  lieutenant,  Watkin  Owen  Pell,  who  received  two  severe  wounds  in 
boarding,  and  has  before  lost  a  leg  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Enclosed 
is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  names  of  the  officers  employed 
on  this  service*.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)         "Henhy  Duncan." 
"  To  Captain  fniliam  Hosle,  II.  M.  S.  Amp/iion." 

While  endeavoring  to  get  though  la  Lcda's  boarding- nct- 
tuig,  Lieutenant  Pell  received  the  contents  of  a  blunderbuss 
ill  his  right  hand  and  arm,  which  were  perforated  by  no  less 
than  seven  balls.  The  oflicers  employed  under  his  orders  on 
thisoccasion  wereliicutenant  Robert  James  Gordon;  Mr.Rich- 
ard  liildyard,  master  ;  Lieutenant  James  Whylock,  R.  M. ; 
Messrs.  Stirling,  Wilkes,  Parker,  and  Adams,  midshipmen  ; 
Mr.  ilobe-t  Williams,  assistant  surgeon  ;  Mr.  George  Ander- 
son, captain's-clerk  ;  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  Crawley,  carpenter. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  Captain  Duncan's  official  letter 

reporting  the  capture  of  la  Puglicse  : — 

"  Mercurii,  of  Afan/retloiua,  Sept.  8,  180.9. 
"  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  3\st  ult.  to  endeavour  to  take  or 
(lostroy  tlie  enemy's  schooner  in  the  harbour  of  Barletta,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you,  that  we  got  otf  the  port  on  the  2d  instant ;  but  the  weather 
would  not  allow  of  our  nu'.king  the  attempt  till  last  night,  when  she  was 
lioartled,  and  carried  in  the  most  gallant  style,  by  the  boats  of  H.  IM.  ship 
under  my  command.    She  proves  to  be  the  French  schooner  of  u  ur  la  l*iig- 


*  1  killed,  4  severolv  wounded. 
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liese,  launched  at  Barletta  about  three  months  aj»o,  pierced  for  10  puns, 
had  on  Ixtard  3  six-poun(h.'rs  and  2  eighteens,  cdtnmanded  hy  an  enseignc 
de  va'isseau,  with  a  conipleincnt  of  50  men,  but  had  only  31  on  board,  who 
were  so  prepared  for  the  attack,  as  to  be  able  to  fire  on  our  boats  before 
they  ji;ot  alongside. 

"  It  gives  uie  most  sincere  pleasure  to  add,  that  this  service  has  been 
performed  without  a  man  being  hurt  on  our  side  ;  and  as,  besides  her  own 
means  of  defence,  she  was  moored  with  eight  cables  inside,  and  almost 
touching  a  mule  lined  with  musketry,  and  within  musket-shot  of  a  castle 
mounting  8  guns,  and  of  two  armed  feluccas,  from  under  which  fire  she  was 
towed  without  rudder  or  sails,  I  must  principally  attribute  this  good  for- 
tune to  the  judicious  and  prompt  manner  in  which  the  attack  was  made> 
which  strongly  marks  the  judgment  and  gallantry  of  the  first  Lieutenant, 
Pell,  who  directed  it.  lie  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  assistance 
he  received  from  the  second  Lieutenant,  Gordon,  Lieutenant  Whylock, 
R.  M.,  INIr.  Sandell  the  gunner,  and  Mr.  Anderson,  captains-clerk,  each  of 
whom  commanded  a  boat ;  and  of  the  excellent  good  conduct  of  the  other 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  employed  under  him.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "Hv.  Duncan." 

*'  To  Captain  Hurgnod,  H.  M.  S.  Northumberland:' 

In  Aug.  1809,  the  Patriotic  Society  voted  Lieutenant  Pell 
80/.  for  the  purchase  of  a  sword ;  and  he  was  subsequently 
presented  with  another  by  Captain  Duncan,  through  whose 
generous  and  unremitting  exertions  in  his  behalf,  he  obtained 
the  rank  of  Commander,  Mar.  29,  1810. 

From  Nov.  11,  1810,  until.  Dec.  5,  1811,  we  find  Captain 
Pell  commanding  the  Thunder  bomb,  and  actively  employed  in 
the  defence  of  Cadiz.  At  the  latter  period  he  was  detached,  in 
company  with  the  Stately  64,  Druid  frigate,  and  several  gun- 
boats, to  co-operate  with  the  garrison  of  Tariffa,  then  be- 
sieged by  10,000  French  troops,  under  Marshal  Victor  *. 
After  contributing  to  the  safety  of  that  place,  he  resumed  his 
former  station  before  fort  Catalina ;  and  continued  to  pro- 
tect Isla  de  Leon,  until  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  works 
were  abandoned,  in  Aug.  1812. 

The  Thunder  was  next  employed  on  the  coast  of  Valencia, 
from  whence  she  returned  home  in  Sept.  1813.  On  the  Dth 
of  the  enwuing  month,  Captain  Pell  reported  the  capture  of 


•  See  Vol  II.  Part  I.  p.  2f'8. 
+  See  Snppl.  Part  II.  p.  32.'),  f:t  tei^. 
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le  Neptune,  French  privateer,  mounting  16  guns,  with  a  com- 
plement of  65  men  ;  the  following  is  an  extract  of  his  officiiil 
letter : — 

"At  8-iiO  A.  M.,  Owers  lij^ht  hearing  N.  N.  E.,  observed  a  Iufif;ier  to 
u'iiuhvanl,  under  easy  sail ;  altered  our  course  to  near  the  shore,  and  took 
in  the  stucidinj^-sails  ;  the  lugger  immediately  bore  up  and  followed  ;  at  !()■ 
30,  she  came  up  on  the  larboard  ({uarter,  and  hailed  us  to  bring  to  and 
strike ;  her  decks  were  full  of  men,  in  readiness  for  boarding'.  She  put 
her  helm  up  to  lay  us  alongside,  we  i)ut  ours  down,  and  (ired  four  guns 
and  a  volley  of  musketry ;  she  fell  on  board,  and  was  carried  in  the  most 
;>allant  Ptyle  by  boarding.  The  enemy  had  4  men  killed  and  10  wounded  ; 
5  very  severely,  1  since  dead  :  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  we  had  only  2  men 
wounded." 

Captain  Pell's  post  commission  bears  date  Nov.  1,  1813. 
His  last  appointment  was,  Oct.  4,  1814,  to  the  Menai  24,  in 
which  ship,  after  serving  for  some  time  on  the  Irish  station, 
he  joined  Rear-Admiral  Griffith,  at  Bermuda,  from  whence 
he  was  sent,  with  a  small  force  under  his  orders,  to  cruise 
in  the  bay  of  Fundy.  We  lastly  find  him  employed  off  the 
Chesapeake,  and  in  visiting  several  American  ports,  subsc- 
(juent  to  the  termination  of  hostilities.  The  Menai  was  paid 
off  at  Chatham,  in  Feb.  1817. 

Captain  Pell  did  not  retire  to  private  life  witiiout  under- 
going tlie  ordeal  of  a  court-martial,  a  circumstance  which,  in 
justice  to  his  character,  we  must  here  record. 

A  midshipman  of  the  Menai,  named  Butcher,  who  had  always 
been  treated  with  extreme  kindness  and  consideration,  requited 
his  comniander's  friendly  regard  with  a  degree  of  perfidy  and 
ingratitude  of  which,  to  the  honor  of  human  nature,  instances 
are  very  rare.  Without  any  assignable,  or  even  conceivable 
reason,  he  brought  charges  against  him,  of  a  description 
equally  malicious  and  ridiculous  ;  and  which,  indeed,  bore 
upon  the  very  face  of  them  their  own  refutation.  To  repeat 
the  whole  woidd  be  both  tedious  and  useless  : — one  was,  that 
he  had  made  an  improper  conversion  of  ship's  stores ;  ano- 
ther, that  he  had  cut  the  standing  stays,  and  lashed  them  with 
eyes  abaft  the  masts  ;  a  third,  that  he  had  ordered  a  red  ensign 
to  be  entered  as  blown  away,  although  not  hoisted  on  the 
day  that  it  was  expended  ;  and  a  fourth,  that  he  had  threat- 
ened to  liog  a  midshipiuan.    It  is  sufficient  to  stale,  that  the 
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charges  exhibited  against  Captain  Pell  were  declared  to  be 
^^  scandalous,  vexatious^  and  frivolous,  tending  to  the  sub- 
version  of  all  discipline  in  his  Majesty's  service  ;"  and  that 
Captain  Pell  was  consequently  acquitted  of  all  and  every 
part  of  them.  At  the  close  of  the  proceedings,  the  president 
addressed  the  exonerated  party  thus  :— 

"Captain  Pell, — I  have  peculiar  pleasure  in  restoring  your  sword  to  you, 
and  I  most  sincerely  hope,  you  will  lonjr  continue  to  wield  it  with  the 
same  honor  and  advantage  to  your  country,  which  have  distinguished  all 
your  pul)lic  services.  In  returning  your  sword  to  you,  I  have  the  further 
satisfaction  to  say,  that  it  is  pure,  and  unsullied  by  the  foul,  wicked,  and 
diabolical  attack  upon  your  honor." 

Mr.  Butcher's  base  conduct  met  with  its  due  reward.  The 
Admiralty  immediately  directed,  that  he  should  no  longer 
continue  in  his  Majesty's  service,  and  ordered  Captain  Pell  to 
mark  upon  his  discharge  ticket  that  he  was  dismissed  from 
it  by  their  lordships'  order,  without  any  certificates. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


JOHN  BAYLEY,  Esq. 

Obtained  post  rank  December  4,  1813  ;  and  subsequently 
commanded  the  Cornwallis  74,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  George 
Burlton,  K.C.B.  on  the  East  India  station. 

-<^^ewf5.-— Messrs.  Stilwell. 


EDWARD  GREY,  Esq. 

Entered  the  royal  navy  in  1778?  under  the  auspices  of  the  late 
Rear-admiral  Kempenfelt,  with  whom  he  successively  served 
in  the  Alexander  7^,  Britannia  of  100  guns,  and  Victory  of 
similar  force.  The  former  first  rate  bore  the  flag  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Darby,  at  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  in  April,  1781  j  the 
latter  was  the  flag-ship  of  Mr.  Grey's  patron,  when  that  offi- 
cer encountered  Mons.  de  Guichen,  December  12  following*. 

We  next  find  the  subject  of  this  memoir  acting  as  fourth 
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lieutenant  of  the  Alexander,  Captain  Lord  Longford,  at  the 
relief  of  the  above  fortress  by  Lord  Howe,  in  1/82.  After 
passing  his  examination  in  1785,  he  became  a  part-owner  and 
master  of  a  merchant  vessel,  and  spent  seven  years  in  trading 
between  London  and  Bourdeaux. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolutionary  w^ar, 
Mr.  Grey  abandoned  his  mercantile  pursuits,  and  again  joined 
the  Britannia,  then  bearing  the  flag  of  Vice-admiral  Hotham, 
under  whom  he  served  at  the  occupation  of  Toulon,  in 
August,  1703*'.  On  the  29th  of  the  following  month,  he  was 
promoted,  by  Lord  Hood,  into  the  Windsor  Castle  98.  His 
subsequent  appointments  were,  January  16,  1794,  to  I'Eclair 
sloop ;  October  26,  1794,  to  the  Ronmlus  frigate ;  March 
16,  1795,  to  the  Britannia;  January  17,  1796,  to  the 
St.  George,  98 ;  and,  February  13,  in  the  same  year,  to  be 
an  agent  of  transports  at  Leghorn.  The  retreat  of  the  British 
from  that  place,  on  the  approach  of  the  republican  forces 
under  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  is  thus  described  by  Captain 
Thomas  r*l;ancis  Freemantle,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  John  Jervis, 
dated  June  30,  1796:— 

"  I  had  the  honor  of  acquaiiitin|f  you  on  the  23d  instant,  of  the  sup- 
posed forcil)le  entry  of  the  French  troops  into  Tuscany,  and  their  in- 
tended invasion  of  Leghorn.  On  the  24th,  I  attended  a  meetinj?  of  tlie 
Consul  and  Factory,  where  the  information  that  had  been  receijod 
was  communicated  J  and  having  assured  them,  that  I  would  remain  at 
anchor  in  the  road  for  their  protection,  until  the  enemy  obliged  me  to 
weigh,  the  merchants  prepared  to  embark  their  goods  on  board  the  trans- 
ports, &c.  which  were  immediately  ordered  out  of  the  mole ;  and  I  re- 
((uested  Captain  Craven  to  use  every  dispatch  in  getting  the  large  ships' 
lower  masts,  spars,  &c.  launched  and  secured  on  board  the  transports, 
Ua  the  25th  many  of  the  merchant  vessels,  and  the  Elizabeth  transport, 
which  was  sheathing  in  the  inner  mole,  were  got  out,  and  the  masts  lashed 
alongside  the  latter. 

"  On  the  26th,  the  Gorgon  arrived,  and  the  remaining  large  spars  were 
launched  and  sent  to  that  ship ;  when  having  got  certain  information  of  the 
intention  of  the  enemy,  who  slept  at  Pantedera,  only  eighteen  miles  from 
Leghorn,  I  ordered  the  whole  of  the  convoy,  amounting  to  twenty-three 
sail  of  square-rigged  vessels  and  fourteen  tartans,  to  get  under  weigh  at  day- 
light on  the  27th :  a  little  after  noon  on  that  day,  the  French  entered 
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Leofhorn,  and  began  tiring  ut  the  Inconstant,  when  I  gnt  under  wei<;h 
with  the  only  vessel  remaining,  wliich  was  a  prize  to  I'Aigle,  a  hrig  ladeiv 
with  ship  tiniher.  Two  small  privateers  endeavoured  to  cut  her  otf, 
Nvhich  obliged  us  to  taik  and  support  her,  and  occasioned  some  few  shot 
being  exchanged,  which,  however,  did  no  (huiiagc.  All  the  shipping, 
nt!arly  tlie  whole  of  .the  English  property,  and  all  his  Majesty's  naval  stores 
and  i)rovisions,  have  been  saved  ;  every  British  subject,  and  all  the  emigres 
desirous  of  leaving  Tuscany,  have  been  received  on  board  the  convoy. 

"I  feel  myself  particularly  obliged  to  Lieutenant  Grey,  employed  iu  the 
transport  service,  for  his  great  exertions  in  getting  the  stores,  &c.  off;  and 
great  credit  is  due  to  J\Ir.  Heatly,  agent-victualler,  who  was  indefatigable 
in  saving  the  provisions,  wine,  &c." 

In  1707 f  Lieutenant  Grej'  was  appointed  first  of  the  Ada- 
mant 50,  Captain  William  liotham,  under  whose  command 
he  continued  during  the  remainder  of  the  war.     The  following 
is  a  copy  of  tlie  letter  which  procured  him  superior  rank  : — 
"//.  3f.  S.  Adamant,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  August,  1,  1 80 1. 

"  My  Lord, — I  have  no  other  reason  for  taking  the  liberty  of  intruding 
this  letter  upon  your  lordship,  than  that  it  accompanies  one  written  by  the 
tirst  lieutenant  of  the  Adamant. 

"After  a  long  series  of  approved,  but  unsuccessful  service,  and  in  no 
instance,  perhaps,  has  he  been  more  unfortunate,  than  in  those  active 
times,  serving  with  an  insigniticant  person  like  myself,  who  has  no  other 
way  of  making  up  for  it,  than  by  endeavouring  to  introduce  Lira  to  that 
patronage  which  has  ever  been  conspicuous  for  its  disposition  to  reward 
real  merit ;  it  would  be  unjust  in  me,  if  I  were  to  withhold  that  coujmcn- 
dation,  which  the  conduct  of  this  gentleman  most  strongly  exacts  from  me. 
It  is  a  tribute  justly  due  to  the  character  of  an  officer,  whose  exertions 
have  been  uniform  and  unremitting  to  blend  the  strictest  discipline  of 
service  with  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  those  who  serve  under  him.  He 
has  twice,  since  the  Adamant  has  been  in  this  country,  performed  actions 
which  required  the  coolest  judgment,  and  the  most  determined  intrepidity. 
I  allude  to  the  destroying  la  Preneuse  frigate,  under  her  own  batteries, 
and  bringing  her  captain  and  officers  prisoners  on  board  this  ship ;  and  to 
his  having,  on  another  occasion,  and  a  more  difficult  one,  proceeded  above 
the  buoys  at  the  entrance  of  Port  Louis,  in  the  Mauritius,  and  brought  out 
a  ship*,  which  I  fancied,  had  insulted  the  British  flag.  On  this  latter 
service,  Mr.  Grey  had  two  men  killed  and  ten  wounded :  the  enemy's 
loss  was  much  more  consideral>le.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  offering  my 
best  wishes  for  your  lordship's  health ;  being,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  lordship's  obliged,  and  obedient,  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  "\V.  Hotiiam." 

"  To  Enrl  St.  Finccut,  Admimltf/." 
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La  Preneuse  was  a  French  fi-igate  of  the  larijest  class,  com- 
inanded  by  Moiis.  I'Hermite,  an  officer  of  distinguished 
talents,  who  had  cruised  with  uuich  activity  and  success 
against  our  trade  in  the  Indian  seas.  The  manner  in 
which  her  destruction  was  eft'ected,  is  thus  described  by 
Mr.  James  : — 

"On  the  llth  Dec.  ]799,  in  the  forenoon,  the  British  74  gun- 
ship  TremeiKlous,  Captain  John  Osborn,  and  50  ^un-ship  Adamant, 
Captain  William  Hotham,  cruisinn;  olF  Port  Louis,  in  the  Isle  of  France, 
discovered  and  chased  the  Preneuse;  who,  finding  it  impossible  to  escape 
from  the  Adamant,  ran  lierself  on  shore  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  Tom. 
bean,  about  3  miles  from  Port  Louis,  and  near  to  some  batteries.  At  3 
P.M.  the  frigate  cut  away  all  her  masts  ;  and  at  3-30,  in  conjunction  with 
the  batteries,  opened  a  fire  upon  the  Adamant,  who  was  using  every  exer- 
tion to  work  up  to  her.  At  5-30  P.M.  the  latter  opened  a  fire  in  return  ;  and 
in  about  15  minutes  afterwards,  the  Preneuse  hauled  in  her  ensign  from 
the  quarter,  as  a  signal  of  submission ;  whereupon  the  Adamant  discon- 
tinued the  action. 

"After  a  communication  between  the  two  British  captains,  Captain 
Osborn  consented  that  two  l)oats  of  the  Adamant  and  one  of  the  Tre- 
mendous should  be  sent  in  to  attempt  to  destroy  the  French  frigate.  Ac- 
cordingly, at  7  P.M.,  one  12  and  two  6-oared  cutters,  containing  about  35 
men,  and  placed  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  Edward  Grey,  put  off  from 
the  Adamant,  to  execute  the  service  entrusted  to  them. 

"  At  about  8  P.  M.,  the  French  batteries  began  firing  shot  and  shells  at 
the  boats  and  at  the  Adamant,  who  was  still  working  up  towards  the  oi)- 
ject  of  attack.  At  about  9  P.  RI.,  just  as  the  boats  were  getting  alongside 
of  the  Preneuse,  two  of  her  launches,  filled  with  men,  pulled  from  her  to- 
wards the  shore.  Shortly  afterwards.  Lieutenant  Grey  and  his  party,  un- 
der a  heavy  fire  still  kept  up  from  the  batteries,  gallantly  boarded  the 
French  frigate.  Having  removed  Captain  rHcrniite,  14  or  15  other  ofli- 
cers,  and  a  few  men,  all  that  remained  in  her,  and,  greatly  to  Lieutenant 
Grey's  credit,  saved  as  much  as  possible  of  the  private  property  belonging 
to  them.  Lieutenant  Grey  set  fire  to  and  destroyed  the  Preneuse,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Adamant  without  the  loss  of  a  man." 

This  officer's  promotion  to  the  rank  of  commander  took 
place  April  29,  1802.  From  Mar.  1803  until  Aug.  1810,  he 
superintended  the  impress  service  at  Hull,  where,  by  his 
zealous  and  unremitted  exertions,  he  secured  the  services  of 
no  less  tiian  2,305  seamen  ;  a  number  considerably  greater, 
ws  believe,  than  ever  had  been  raised  at  that  port  by  any  of 
his  predecessors. 

Captain  Grey's  next  appointment  wats,  Aug.  12,  1812,  to 
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the  Fairy  of  18  guiis,  in  which  bloop  he  continued  until  his 
advancement  to  post  rank,  Dec.  4,  1813.  He  obtained  tlie 
out-pension  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  Oct.  14,  1815  j  and  died 
at  Holy  Island,  co.  Durham,  Nov.  1,  1825. 
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HENRY  JAMES  LYFORD,  Esq. 

A  NATIVE  of  Winchester.  He  entered  the  nrivy  as  mid- 
shipman on  hoiwd  the  Romulus  30,  Captain  Thomas  Lenox 
Frederick,  Mar.  26,  17-^);  joined  the  Hebe  38,  Captain 
Alexander  Hood,  Dec.  30,  1701  ;  find  removed  to  the  Lowe- 
stoflFe  32,  Captain  William  Wolseloy,  Nov.  22,  1702.  In  the 
latter  friijate,  he  was  present  at  the  occupation  of  Toulon,  by 
Lord  Hood  ;  at  the  attack  upon  Fornelli,  in  Corsica,  Sept. 
30,  1703;  and  at  the  siege  of  St.  Fiorenzo,  in  Feb.  1704*. 
During  the  subsequent  operations  against  Bastia,  &c.  he 
served  on  shore,  under  the  orders  of  the  immortal  Nelson. 

After  the  reduction  of  Corsica,  Mr.  Lyford  returned  home 
with  Captain  Wolseley,  in  the  Imperieusc  frigate  ;  and  we 
sul)sequcntly  find  him  serving,  for  a  short  period,  under  Cap- 
tain Bartholomew  Samuel  Rowh'y,  in  the  Cumberland  74. 
On  the  18t'i  April,  1705,  he  joined  the  Honiney  .^)0,  bearing 
the  ting  of  Sir  James  Wallace,  commander-in-chief  at  New- 
foundland ;  from  which  ship  he  removed,  with  Captain  (now 
Vice- Admiral)  Sotheron,  to  the  Latona  frigate,  July  22, 1707* 
His  first  conunission  bears  date  Mar.  10,  1700. 

At  this  latter  period,  Mr.  Lyford  was  appointed  to  the 
Jilonde  32,  armed  en  /liifc,  which  ship  formed  part  of  the 
s(|uavlron  enqjloyed  in  conveying  Russian  troops  from  Revel 
to  the  Heltler,  in  the  autumn  of  1700  f. 

Mr.  Lyford's  next  appointment  was,  Feb.  0,  1800,  to  be 
second  lieutenant  of  the  Elephant  74,  Captain  Thomas  Fo- 
ley ;  and  in  that  ship  he  again  had  the  honor  of  fighting  un- 


•  Sec  Vol.  n.  Part  I.  note  f  at  p.  iHf)  rtscq.  mid  Vol.  T.  Part  I.  p.  QUO. 

t  Sec  Vol.  F.  Part.  II.  p.  41.').  N.  H.  The  Hlondc  was  n.miuuiuled  l>y 
Captain  Danu  I  Dolir^c,  wlu)  oliiaincd  post  rnuk  April  2V,  1802;  and  died 
at  Uamsbury,  cf.  Wilta,  in  1811. 
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tier  the  immediate  eye  of  Nelson,  at  the  battle  of  Copen- 
hagen, April  2,  1801  *. 

In  our  memoir  of  Sir  Thomas  Foley,  we  hare  incorrectly 
stated,  that  the  Elephant  was  put  out  of  commission  soon 
after  her  return  from  the  Baltic.  On  the  contrary,  she  form- 
ed part  of  a  squadron  of  observation  on  the  Jamaica  station, 
during  the  peace  of  Amiens  ;  and  was  employed  in  the  block- 
ade of  St.  Domingo,  from  the  renewal  of  hostilities  until  the 
evacuation  of  Cape  Fran5oist.  On  the  30th  June,  1803, 
being  then  under  the  command  of  Captain  George  Dundas, 
she  assisted  at  the  capture  of  la  Creole  French  frigate  j  and 
on  the  25th  of  the  following  month,  sustained  some  slight 
damage  in  her  hull,  bo\:".prit,  sails,  and  rigging,  while  vainly 
endeavouring  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  74  which  was  af- 
terwards encountered  by  Captain  John  Maitland  in  the  Boa- 
ilicea  J. 

Mr.  Lyford,  who  had  become  first  lienten  mt  of  the  Ele- 
phant previous  to  her  coming  home  from  the  Baltic,  was  pro- 
moted to  the  command  of  the  Mondovi  brig,  May  8,  1804  ; 
and  appointed  to  the  Proselyte  24,  fittin'r  as  a  mortar-vessel 
for  the  Baltic  station,  Feb.  2(3,  1808. 

On  the  10th  Oct.  following,  the  Proselyte  was  stationed  as 
a  floating  light  oil'  the  island  of  Anholt,  where  she  continued 
until  destroyed  by  the  ice,  Jan.  5,  1809.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  Captain  Lyford's  oiFicial  letter  on  that  '>ccasion  : — 

"  Sir, — It  is  with  extreme  rcjjrct  I  liavc  to  inform  you,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  of  tlie  loss  of  H.  IM. 
ship  Proselyte,  lute  under  my  command,  Sho  was  surrotmded  with  ice 
on  the  night  of  the  4th  instant,  and,  at  day-lijrht  next  morning,  I  o')servi'd 
that  the  surface  of  the  water  was  completely  frozen,  so  as  to  render  it  ut- 
terly impcjsible  to  cut  her  out :  ut  the  same  time  I  found  that  llie  wlude 
body  of  ice  was  set'injj  us  fast  towards  the  reef,  without  the  least  prohu- 
hility  of  our  clearing  it.  At  2  P.  M.  the  ship  took  the  ground,  and  from 
t!ie  immense  pressure  of  the  ice,  on  the  larboard  side,  she  immediately  fill 
over  on  the  starboard  beam.  1  expected  every  moment  she  would  upset* 
and  in  this  doubtful  state  wc  remained  until  4-30,  A.  INI.  when  we  perceived 
that  the  ice  was  stationary.    The  wind  now  increased  to  a  gule,  the  ship 
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was  bilRCil,  the  nuldcM'  >jfono,  and  tlie  i^tcm-post  mucli  gliook.  Being  \rcl! 
coiivinoed  that  it  was  uitorly  impossible  to  save  11.  Ri.  ship,  and  that  the 
lives  of  the  ptople  dopoiuicd  on  our  imtnediatcly  (piittinjf  her,  1  summoned 
my  oflicei\-=,  who  were  of  the  same  opinion.  At  8  A.  iM.  we  left  the  ship, 
and  after  a  most  severe  and  hazardous  walk  on  the  ice,  tor  nearly  8  miles, 
we  witli  the  utmost  didicuhy  readied  the  ishmd,  and  1  am  happy  to  say, 
without  tlie  loss  of  a  sinjrle  man;  but  some  are  much  frost  bitten  and  others 
very  severely  injured  by  falls.  1  cannot  conclude  without  expressintj  my  ap- 
probation of  the  cool  and  steady  conduct  of  my  ollicers  and  ship's  com- 
pany on  this  trying  occasion.     I  have  the  honor  to  reniain,  &c. 

(Signed)  '*  11.  Lyfoud," 

"  To  Rear-Adin'md  Sir  R.  G.  Keats,  K.  11." 

Npthing^  could  exceed  tlie  kindness  and  humanity  M'ith 
which  Captain  Lyford  and  h'.a  companions  were  received  by 
the  j^ovcrnor  and  inhabitants  of  Anholt.  The  former  granted 
them  permission  to  depart  from  thence,  on  terms  alike  ho- 
norable to  both  parties,  whenever  an  opportimity  migiit  of- 
fer; the  latter  generously  furnished  them  with  all  the  means 
of  subsistence  in  their  power.  The  prospect  of  getting 
away,  however,  was  very  remote;  and  the  supply  of  provi- 
sions so  small,  that  it  wai>  found  necessary  to  go  upon  an  al- 
lowance of  8  ounces  of  rye  bread,  and  one  dried  skate  between 
every  three  men,  per  diem.  Their  whole  stock  of  bread  was 
soon  expended  ;  the  poor  Danes  M'cre  almost  as  badly  olV  as 
ihemselvcs.  The  frost  continued  with  unabated  severity,  and 
nothing  short  of  death  by  starvation  appeared  to  be  the  ulti- 
mate destiny  of  all. 

After  remaining'  in  this  state  of  misery  nearly  six  weeks,  a 
favorable  change  of  weather  took  place,  and  Mr.  William 
Simggs  Gammon,  senior  lieutenant  of  the  I'roselyte  (the  first 
person  who  reached  Anholt,  on  the  (»th  January),  voluntcen  d 
with  (>  m'.MJ,  to  proceed  in  a  boat  to  Cottenlnngh  ;  an  under- 
taking of  tlie  most  hazardous  nature,  as  the  sea  was  still 
covered  with  floating  ice  ;  notwithstanding  which,  ho  perse- 
vered until  he  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Hiitish  ship- 
ping in  that  harbour;  when  fnuling  it  impossible  to  approach 
them  any  nearer  in  tlie  boat,  he  set  «)ut  on  foot,  taking  with 
him  only  one  nian  :  atul  after  experiencing  nuicli  difliculty 
ami  danger,  at  length  succeeded  in  getting  on  board  the  flag- 
bhi|>, 
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No  sooner  was  the  distressed  sitiuition  of  the  Prosclytf 's 
ortieers  and  crew  made  known  to  the  8(]nadron  at  Ciotten- 
burgh,  than  Captain  (leorge  Ackhim,  (,f  the  Ranii^er  sk)0[), 
most  handsomely  offered  to  nork  his  slnp  through  the  ice,  and 
pr{)ceed  to  their  relief,  which  he  hai)pily  ctYected  on  the  22  d 
Feb.,  bringing  with  him  a  letter  from  Sir  R.  G.  Keats,  to  Cap- 
tiiin  Lyford,  of  which  the  followijig  is  a  copy  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  heard  of  your  intdfortuiie  with  the  greater  concern, 
as  Mr.  Gammon  informs  me  you  are  indispo^jod,  and  suffer  a  dejection  to  prey 
on  your  spirits  ;  but  I  hope  the  speedy  appearance  of  the  Ranijer  will  not  on- 
ly dispel  all  jjloom,  but  give  you  and  your  unfortunate  crew  every  ussistame 
and  relief.  If  my  opinion  can  in  any  state  operate  to  place  your  mind  at 
ease,  I  can  with  great  truth  assure  yon,  that  I  am  satistied,  that  so  far 
from  the  loss  of  tlie  Proselyte  operating  unfavoral)ly  to  you,  I  feel  con- 
vinced the  contrary  will  he  the  case.  For  I  really  consider  much  praise  is 
due  to  you,  for  havinj(  so  perseveringly  kept  on  your  station,  in  compliance 
with  your  orders  ;  and  it  will  atford  me  plea-ure  to  hear,  that  yon  are  early 
put  into  the  command  of  a  much  better  ship.  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  sincere 
and  very  obedient  and  humble  servant. 

(Signed)  "  R.  G.  Kkats." 

Captain  Lyford  left  the  island  of  Anholt  on  the  22(1  Feb. 
but  not  before  he  had  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  Danish 
inhabitants  placed  in  possession  of  all  that  their  wants  requir- 
ed. In  July  following,  he  was  appointed  to  command  a  di- 
vision of  gun-boats  attached  to  the  Walchercn  expedition  *  ; 
and  Aug.  18,  1812,  to  the  Erebus  of  18  guns,  on  the  Baltic 
station,  where  he  continued,  under  the  orders  of  Sir.J:unes 
Saumarcz,  until  bis  advancement  to  post  rank,  Dec.  -1,  \H\'A. 

This  officer  married  Miss  liinficld,  the  daughter  of  a  de- 
ceased clergyman.  His  brother  is  a  smgeon,  in  practice  at 
Winchester. 


j-igentsr 


-Mcssrs.  Stilwell. 


THOMAS  FOllTESCUE  KENNEDY,  Esy. 

!s  a  son  of  the  lite  Dr.  Kennedy,  Physician  to  our  present 
niv»narcli,  when  Prince  of  Wales,  and  m\  Inspector-Cieneral 
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of  army  hospitals,  by  the  third  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas 
Chamberlaine,  of  Wardincjton,  co.  Oxford,  Esq.  * 

This  officer  was  born  in  177^;  Jt»d  placed  upon  the  books 
of  the  Colossus  74,  Captain  Hugh  C.Christian,  Aug.  12, 
1789.  He  entered  the  navy  under  the  patronage  of  the  late 
Lord  Hood,  and  first  M'ent  to  sea  in  the  Pomona  frigate.  Cap- 
tain Henry  Savage,  with  whom  he  sailed  for  Africa,  and  the 
West  Indies,  in  Sept.  1/89.  On  his  return  to  England,  in 
May,  1790,  he  joined  the  Colossus ;  and  subsequently,  the 
Crescent  frigate,  Captain  William  Young  ;  Alcidc  74,  Captain 
Sir  Andrew  Snape  Douglas ;  and  Bonetta  sloop,  Captain 
William  Elliot ;  under  whose  successor,  the  present  Sir  Gra- 
ham Moore,  he  continued  to  serve  until  the  commencement 
of  the  French  revolutionarv  war.  The  Bonetta  was  succes- 
sivcly  employed  on  the  coasts  of  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Eng- 
land, at  Newfoundland,  and  in  the  river  Scheldt.  We  next 
find  him  in  the  Terrible  74,  Captain  Skcffington  Lutwidge, 
one  of  Lord  Hood's  fleet,  at  the  occupation  of  Toulon.  Dur- 
ing the  siege  of  that  place  by  the  republican  fortos,  he  was 
occasionally  employed  in  the  batteries  on  shore  ;  and  he  ob- 
tained great  praise  from  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  the  captain  of  the 
fleet,  for  his  exertions  in  embarking  and  bringing  oft*  more 
than  &)  unfortunate  emigrants,  chiefly  females,  at  the  very 
moment  when  their  blood-thirsty  countrymen  were  rushing 
into  the  town. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Toulon,  Mr.  Kennedy  was  received 
on  board  the  Victory,  Lord  Hood's  flug-ship,  for  a  passage 
to  Gibraltar;  from  whence  he  returned  home,  nuister's-mate 
of  la  Sybille  frigate.  Captain  Edward  Cooke,  towards  the  end 
of  1794. 

La  Sybille  was  paid  o(T  soon  after  her  arrival ;  and  while 
she  was  repairing,  Mr,  Kennedy  served  as  midshipman  undei 
Lord  Garlics,  now  Earl  of  Galloway,  in  the  Lively  30.     0;i 


•  Dr.  Kennedy  died  in  April,  1 7.96,  after  a  ionjj  illness  occasioned  l<y 
excessive  fali<fuc,  in  tlie  perlbrinancc  of  lils  «lnty  on  tljo  continent,  u?)(ler 
the  i)ukc  of  York.  He  was  descended  from  uu  Bucicutfuiuily  of  that  name 
ill  the  north  of  Ireland. 
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her  being  re-commissioneu  by  Captain  Cooke  he  again  joined 
tluit  oiricer,  through  whose  recommendation  he  was  appointed 
one  of  her  lieutenants,  by  commission  dated  July  6,  179G. 

After  cruising  for  a  considerable  time  on  the  coasts  of 
France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  la  Sybille  was  ordered  to  con- 
voy the  Scotch  brigade  from  Gibraltar  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  In  1797,  we  find  her  escorting  a  fleet  to  China,  on 
which  occasion  she  was  accompanied  by  the  Fox  frigate,  and 
Trident  64,  both  commanded  by  officers  junior  to  Captain 
Cooke.  Her  subsequent  proceedings  have  been  fully  describ- 
ed at  pp.  584—588  of  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  It  is  therefore  sulH- 
cientto  state,  that  Lieutenant  Kciincdy,  with  10  men,  boarded 
and  took  possession  of  one  of  the  tlucc  Spanish  gun-vesscla 
mentioned  at  p.  585 ;  and  that  he  commanded  her  until  she 
was  broke  up  after  the  attack  upon  Sombangen,  in  the  island 
of  Majind  nao.  On  the  10th  Jan.  1/08,  M'hen  one  of  the 
other  prizes  broke  adrift  from  the  Fox  and  foundered,  his 
little  craft  was  towed  under  water  by  la  Sybille,  and  oidy 
saved  through  great  promptitude  in  cutting  the  hawser. 

Being  obliged  to  leuve  la  Sybille,  in  consequence  of  ill 
health,  Lieutenant  Kennedy  returned  to  England  from  Can- 
ton, a  passenger  on  board  the  lion.  Company's  ship  W'arley, 
in  Oct.  I7O8.  His  next  appointment  was,  Nov.  following, 
to  the  Triumph  74,  in  which  he  served  under  Captains  Wil- 
liam Essington,  Thomas  Seccombe,  Eliab  Harvey,  and  Sir 
Robert  Harlow,  on  the  Channel  and  Mediterranean  stations, 
until  the  autunm  of  1802. 

In  Oct.  ISO.'^j  the  subject  of  this  meiijir  commanded  a 
tender,  employed  in  conveying  impresst'd  nien  from  Dublin  to 
Plymouth  ;  and  while  absent  on  that  service  he  was  applied 
for  by  Captain  Harvey,  to  be  his  first  lieutenant,  in  the  Tcuu;- 
raire  98.  The  very  conspicuous  part  borne  by  that  ship  at 
tliL'  glorious  battle  of  Trafalgar,  is  thus  minutely  described  by 
Mr.  James : — 

"  Aflcr  the  Teuicrairc  had,  instead  of  leadinp  tlic  CDluinn  as  at  firsit  pro- 
post'd,  licen  directed  to  take  her  station  nstirn  of  the  Vittory,  the  disman- 
tled state  of  the  latter,  from  tlie  enemy's  sliot,  rendtTcd  it  very  dillicnU 
?'r  the  former  to  uv(  id  goinf(  u-head  of  her  loader;  and  to  krep  astern  sho 
WHS  cblige<l,  besidei'  cntling  awiiy  lier  sln(hlinj(-sails,  occusionully  to  yaw 
or  ui»ke  a  Uttvcrsc  in  her  course.    Hence  the  'I'emeruirc  shared  with  the 
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Victory,  althoujfh  by  no  means  to  so  great  an  extent,  the  damage  anJ  lo-?-* 
sustained  !)y  the  head  of  the  weather  column  from  the  enemy's  iicavy  atiti 
incessant  rakinjf  fire.  Shortly  after  the  \"ictory  had  poured  her  larboani 
hro;idsidc  into  the  Bucentaure's  stern,  the  Temcraire  opened  her  fire  at  tlii 
Neptune  and  Redoubtable.  When  the  Victory  put  her  helm  a-port  to 
steer  towards  the  Redoubtable,  the  Temeraire,  to  keep  clear  of  her  loader, 
was  compelled  to  do  the  same;  receiving  as  she  passed  the  Red«ul>tabh!  a 
fire  that  carried  away  the  head  of  her  mizen-top-mast.  When  the  Victory 
a£[aiu  brought  her  head  to  the  noithward,  the  Temeraire  stood  slowly  on  a 
short  distance  to  the  S.  E. ;  and  tiien  hauled  up  to  pass  through  the  enemy's 
line.  Meanwhile  the  Victory  had  dropped  alongside  the  Redoubtable,  and 
the  two  ships  were  paying  ofl'to  the  eastward. 

"Scarcely  had  she  begun  to  haul  up,  so  as  to  avoid  being  raked  by  the 
Neptune,  (French  80)  ere  the  Temeraire  discovered,  through  the  smoke, 
the  Redoul)tablc,  (74)  driving  towards  and  almost  on  board  of  her.  Even 
had  the  breeze,  now  barely  sufiicicnt  to  fill  the  sails,  permitted  the  Teme- 
raire to  manoeuvre  to  clear  herself  from  the  Rcdoubtalilc,  the  Neptune, 
who,  to  avoid  getting  foul  of  the  Redoubtable  and  Victory,  had  wore  and 
<'on:e  to  again,  with  her  larboard  broadside  bearing  u\tmi  the  star!)oard 
how  of  the  Temeraire,  opened  so  heavy  a  raking  fire,  that  in  a  few  minutes 
the  lattcr's  fore-yard  and  main-top-mast  were  shot  away,  and  her  fore-mast 
and  bowsprit,  particularly  the  latter,  greatly  damaged.  In  this  unmanage- 
able state,  the  Temeraire  could  do  no  more  than  continue  to  cannonade  the 
Redoubtable  with  her  larboard  guns.  This  she  did  until  the  latter  having 
closed  her  lower-deck  ports,  fell  onboard,  her  bowsprit  passing  over  the 
British  ship's  gangway,  a  little  before  the  main-rigging,  where,  iu  order  to 
have  the  benefit  of  bestowing  a  raking  fire,  the  crew  of  the  Temeraire  im- 
mediately  lashed  it.  The  effect  of  this  raking  fire  was  terrible  upon  the  crew 
of  ihe  Redoubtable,  the  whole  of  whom  were  then  assembled  upon  the  fore- 
castle, gangway,  and  quarter  deck.  Nearly  200  were  placed  /lors  de  covibat. 

"  Less  considerate  than  either  of  her  antagonists  about  fire,  although  iu 

equal  if  not  greater  danger  from  its  effects,  the  Redoubtable  continued 

throwing  hand-grenades  from  her  tops  and  yard-arms,  some  of  which  set 

fire  to  her  own  larboard  fore-chains  and  starboard  fore-shrouds.    The  fire 

from  the  shrouds  presently  communicated  to  the  foresail  of  the  Temeraire, 

but,  by  the  active  exertions  of  the  forecastle  men,  the  flames  on  board 

both  ships  were  presently  extinguisiicd.     The  Victory's  crew,  after  having 

put  out  a  fire  that  had  spread  itself  among  some  ropes  and  canvas  on  the 

itooms,  also  lent  their  assistance  in  OAlinguishing  the  flames  on  board  tlic 

Re(IoubtaI)li',  by  tlirowin;i^  buckets  ol  ..atcr  from  their  gangway  upon  her 

chains  and  fore-castle.** ••••After  (piitling  the  Belleisle,  the  Foiigueii.v, 

(74)  stood  slowly  across  the  wide  space  bolwcen  the  Santa  Anna,  (Spanish 

first  rate)  and  Redoubtable,  steering  a  course  directly  for  the  starboard  bcim 

of  the  Temeraire,  then  with  her  head  nearly  east.     The  object  of  the  Foii- 

gueux  was  pro!»abIy  to  pass  to  wind  war  1  of  I  lie  Temeraire  anil  rake  her 

or,  it  ujiglit  have  been  land  the  I'l'  nrh  <rc\v  were  actually  assembled  on 
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llie  forecastle  in  apparent  loudiiieds)  to  lioani  the  Bilti^li  tJ-(lecki;r,  the 
latter's  appearanee  iiidiculiai;  tliut  slie  wua  iimcli  diij.iblo'I,  and  lior  colmirs 
l)eiii;(at  tliis  tiinedowu,  ovviiig  to  the  fall  of  liL-rgatF.  Iiidced,  as  tlie  miinl)cr 
of  men  with  which  the  Teineraire  liad  boijjim  the  action  was  only  about  (idO, 
and  as  of  tiie  number  at  this  time  (it  lor  duty,  not  perhaps  exceediiijf  boO, 
nearly  the  wiiole  were  below,  whitlior  tliey  luid  been  sent  by  Captain  Har- 
vey, tiiat  they  might  not  be  injured  by  the  liund-grenadco  constantly  thrown 
from  the  Redoubtable's  tops,  the  Fougueux,  with  her  7^)'^  or,  allowing 
fur  a  slight  loss,  G80  men,  might  have  male  a  serious  iniprcssiou  upon  the 
Temcraini's  decks. 

"While  Captain  Harvey  devoted  his  attention  to  the  Redoubtable  on  the 
larboard  side,  the  first  lieutenant,  Thomas  F'TtCi^cue  Kennedy,  assembled 
a  portion  of  the  crew  on  the  opposite  side,  to  receive  the  Fougueux. 
Not  having  yet  discharged  her  starboard  broadside,  the  Teineraire  was  in 
perfect  readiness  there,  but  delayed  firing  uniil  the  Fougueux  arrived 
so  close  that  slie  could  not  well  csca[te.  At  length  the  hitrer  got  within 
I0()  yards  ;  instantly  the  Temeraire's  broadside  opened,  and  a  terrible  crash 
was  heard  on  hoard  the  Fougueux.  Crippled  and  confused,  the  French 
>^hip  ran  foul  of  the  Temeraire,  and  was  immediately  lashed  by  her  fore-rig- 
ging, to  the  hitter's  spare  anchor.  Lieutenant  Kennedy,  accompanied  by  I\lr. 
James  Arscott,  master's  mate  ;  Mr.  llolicrt  llolgate,  midslnpman ;  20  sea- 
men and  6  marines,  then  hoarded  the  Fougueux  in  her  larboard  main  rig- 
ging. On  the  French  ship's  (luurier-dcck  lay  Captain  IJeaudoin,  mortally 
wounded  ;  the  second  captain  and  other  olliccrs  were  encouraging  the  men 
to  repel  the  boarders.  In  the  onset,  however,  the  second  captain  became 
Mivorely  wounded ;  whereupon  the  crew  sutFercd  themselves  to  be  driven 
olfthc  quarter-deck  by  the  British,  few  as  they  were;  and,  in  10  n>inutes 
from  the  time  of  her  being  boarded  by  Lieutenant  Kennedy  uud  his  2S 
followers,  the  Fougueux  was  completely  in  the  possession  of  the  Teme- 
raire. 

" This  occurrence  took  place  atabout2-H)  p.m.;  witliinfive  minutesafter- 
wards  the  Victory,  by  booms  and  the  slight  assistance  which  her  helm  and 
sails  could  utford,  disengaged  herself  from  the  Redoubtal)le ;  and,  while 
she  gradually  got  her  head  to  the  northward,  I  lie  three  fait-locked  ships 
from  which  she  had  just  parted,  tiie  Redoubtjble,  Teineraire,  and  Fou- 
gueux, swang  »v)lh  (heir  heads  to  the  sontiiwan!. 

"  J>carcely  had  the  V'ictiuy  broke  away  from  the  grouj*,  ere  the  main  and 
niizo!i-ni;.s.8  of  the  Redoubtable  cume  down.  The  main-mast,  falling  on 
iiDurd  the  Temeraire,  carried  away  the  stump  of  her  mizeo-top-mast,  broke 
<tiiwii  the  poop-rail,  and  with  its  wreck  encumbered  the  wlude  u'  er  part 
of  the  ship.  This  accident  put  an  entire  stop  to  the  Redoubtable's  hitherto 
I'liriniilable  musketry,  and  her  only  remaining  antagonist  prepared  to  lake 
possession.  The  main-mast  of  the  Redoubtable,  as  it  lay  upon  the  Teine- 
raire'^ poop,  forming  a  bridge  of  easy  descent,  this  was  soon  accomplished. 
At  about  2-20,  a  portion  of  the  liriti-h  crew,  headed  liy  liieiiliiumt  John 
^^'allace,  second  of  the  Teiueraiic,  stepped  on  board,  and  took  <piiet  posses- 
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•ion  of  the  gallantly  fought  Redoubtahle.  About  the  time  that  this 
happened,  having  ^ot  her  head  well  to  the  southward,  the  Temeraire  was 
enahled  to  fire  a  few  of  her  foremost  guns,  on  the  larboard  side,  clear  of 
the  Redoubtable's  bows,  at  the  French  Neptune ;  whereupon  the  latter, 
who  also  observed  the  Leviathan  approaching,  ceased  lier  annoyance  and 
bore  away.* 

In  addition  to  the  damages  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
extract,  the  Temeraire  had  her  fore  and  main-top-sail-yards, 
her  starhoard  cat-head  and  bumpkin,  and  the  head  of  her 
rudder  shot  away ;  the  whole  of  her  quarter-galleries,  on  both 
sides,  were  knocked  off  by  the  two  French  ships  that  had  run 
foul  of  her ;  eight  feet  of  the  starboard  side  of  her  lower- 
deck^  abreast  of  the  main-mast,  was  stove  in  ;  her  main- 
mast was  badly  wounded,  and  all  her  rigging  cut  to  pieces.  Of 
her  officers  and  crew  4/  were  slain,  and  76  wounded ;  4H 
more  perished  on  board  her  prizes,  the  Redoubtable  and 
Fougueux,  in  the  gale  that  succeeded  the  battle. 

After  refitting  at  Gibraltar,  the  Temeraire  returned  to 
England,  accompanied  by  the  Royal  Sovereign,  Tonnant, 
Colossus,  and  Leviathan.  Her  first  lieutenant  was  made 
commander,  December  24,  1805,  but  not  again  called  into 
service  until  August,  1808,  when  he  received  an  appointment 
to  the  Cordelia  brig,  of  10  guns  and  7^  men. 

In  1809,  Captain  Kennedy  was  attached  to  the  Walcheren 
expedition,  and  very  actively  employed  in  the  East  Scheldt, 
under  the  orders  of  Sir  Richard  G.  Keats.  He  subsequently 
assisted  at  the  capture  of  two  French  privateers,  and  retook 
several  merchantmen,  on  the  Downs  station.  In  1813,  we  find 
him  commanding  a  squadron  of  sloops  and  gun-brigs,  off  Dun- 
kirk ;  where  he  continued  until  the  enemy's  frigates  in  that 
port  v^ere  dismantled.  His  post  commission  bears  date  De- 
cember 4,  1813. 

Captain  Kennedy  married,  in  1806,  the  second  daughter  of 
Lieutenant -Colonel  Adhun,  by  whom  he  has  had  several 
children.  His  only  surviving  brother,  Sir  Robert  Hugh 
Kennedy,  Knt.  is  a  commissary-general  to  the  forces ;  and 
was  at  the  head  of  that  department,  under  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
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lington,  during  the  whole  of  the  Peninsular  war.  Another  of 
his  brothers  was  a  captain  in  the  I9th  regiment  of  foot,  and 
died  at  Ceylon  in  1801. 


BENJAMIN  CRISPIN,  Esq. 

Entered  the  navy  previous  to  the  Russian  armament,  in 
1791 J  and  was  a  midshipman  of  the  Orion  74,  Captain  John 
Thomas  Duckworth,  at  the  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  by  Earl 
Howe,  June  1,  1794.  He  afterwards  joined  the  Queen  98, 
bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  Alan  (afterwards  Lord)  Gardner,  in 
which  ship  he  witnessed  the  capture  of  three  two-deckers,  off 
rOriont,  June,  23, 1795*.  His  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant took  place  in  December,  179G. 

From  this  period,  we  find  no  particular  mention  of  Mr. 
Crispin  until  November  4,  1805,  when,  as  first  lieutenant  of 
the  Caesar  80,  Captain  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan,  he  assisted 
at  the  capture  of  Rear-admiral  Dumanoir  le  Pelley ;  for 
which  he  was  made  commander  on  the  24th  of  tlie  following 
month  f. 

Captain  Crispin's  subsequent  appointments  were  to  the 
Leveret,  Kite,  Swallow,  and  Scout,  brigs  ;  which  latter 
vessel  he  continued  to  command  until  his  advancement  to 
post  rank,  December  4,  1813. 

This  officer  married  in  April,  1797j  and  has  a  very  large 
family.  One  of  his  sons  is  a  naval  lieutenant,  another  holds 
a  commission  in  the  army. 
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EYLES  M0UN8HER,  Esq. 

Obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  December  29,  1796,  and 
was  first  of  the  Leviathan  74,  Captain  Henry  William  Bayn- 
tun,  attlie  defeat  of  the  enemies'  combined  fleets,  off  Trafalgar, 
October  21,  1805. 


See  Vol.  I.  pp.  246  and  'i/o. 
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Tlio  first  broadside  Arcd  by  the  Loviiitlmn,  on  that  memo- 
rable day,  was  poured  into  the  stern  of  Mons.  Villeneuve's 
fla^-ship,  at  the  distance  of  not  more  than  30  yards.  Captain 
liayntun  then  passed  astern  of  the  Santissima  Trinidada, 
Spanish  4 -decker,  and  gave  her  a  simihir  dose  ;  his  subsc 
qnent  proceedings  are  thus  described  by  Mr.  James  : — 

Leaviiijj  the  Santissima  Trinidada  to  the  care  of  the  English  Ni'ptiinc, 
tiio  Lcviathau  stood  on  towards  the  French  Neptune,  then  amusing  herscll 
in  the  manner  we  have  i elated*.  As  the  Leviathan  approached,  and 
before  she  was  in  a  po:?ition  to  fire  a  shot,  the  Neptune,  at  whom  the 
Temerairc  had  just  Iirouglit  some  of  her  foremost  guns  to  bear,  wore 
round  and  went  oft' before  the  wind.  Disappointed  here,  Captain  Bayntun 
hatded  up  on  the  larhoard  tack,  and  presently  observed  that  all  tlie  ships 
of  the  cond)infd  van  a-head  of  the  Santissima  Trinidada,  were  tackinjr,  or 
wearing-,  as  if  to  douide  upon  the  headmost  ships  of  the  British  weailier 
tvtkunn,  and  place  them  betwixt  two  fires.  Sure  of  finding  an  opponent 
among  those,  the  Leviathan  stood  on  to  the  N.  E. 

A  Spanish  74,  the  San-Angusti»,  who  was  stcerinijf  S.  E.,  appeared  to 
be  dcsirou  to  measure  her  strength  with  the  British  74,  and,  when  within 
100  yard?^,  put  her  helm  hard  a-starbourd,  in  order  to  rake  the  Leviatlian 
n-head.  To  frustrate  a  manceuvrc  so  likely  to  be  serious  iu  its  etTects,  the 
Leviathan  put  her  helm  hard  a-port,  and,  having  fresher  way  than  the  Saii- 
Augustin,  felt  its  influence  more  quickly.  The  consecpience  was,  that  the 
g-nns  of  the  British  ship  were  brought  to  bear  before  those  of  her  anta^;(i- 
nist ;  and,  loaded  with  three  shot  each,  were  discharged  with  admiralile 
precision,  and  at  the  distance  of  less  than  50  yards,  into  the  starboard 
quarter  of  the  Sun-Augustin.  Do^n  went,  in  an  instant,  the  Spanish 
ship's  mi;;eu-mast,  and  with  it  he  colours,  and  feeble  was  the  return  she 
bestowed. 

The  probability  now  was,  that  as  the  Lcviathau  kept  forging  a-head,  iiml 
cn»dd  not,  on  account  of  the  previously  damaged  state  of  her  rigging,  baek 
lier  sails,  the  San-Augustin  would  be  able  to  wear  under  her  stern.  'I  o 
prevent  this,  the  Leviathan,  putting  her  helm  a-starboard,  ran  on  board  tlie 
San-Augustin  in  such  a  way,  that  the  hitter's  jib-boom  entangled  itself  in 
the  former's  larboard  main-rigging,  thereby  exposing  the  San-Augustiii'i 
upper-deck  to  the  poop-carronades  and  marines  of  the  Leviathan.  .\ 
smart  and  well-directed  fire  soon  drove  the  Spaniards  below ;  and  Lieute- 
nant Eyies  Mounsher,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines,  leaped 
on  board  the  San-Augustin,  and  carried  her  without  further  opposition 
The  British  74,  with  her  stream-cable,  then  lashed  the  prize  to  herself. 
Scarcely  had  the  Leviathan  etfected  this,  ere  the  Intrepide  74,auotherfroali 
ship  from  the  combined  van,  came  crowding  up,  and  after  raking  tin 
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liCviutlmn  a-licad,  ran^'ed  along  licr  starboard  side ;  but  waited  only  to 
exdiaiigc  a  passin}f  fire,  as  the  Africa  and  one  or  two  other  British  ships 
were  fast  approachiiicf  to  the  assistance  of  their  friend. 

The  Leviathan's  loss  was  but  very  trifling :  it  amounted  to 
110  more  than  4  men  killed  and  22  wounded.  Her  damages 
were : — Eight  shot  between  wind  and  water  ;  all  three  lower- 
masts,  the  bowsprit,  and  most  of  the  lower  and  top -sail-yards 
crippled  ;  the  mizcn-top-sail-yard  shot  away  ;  a  great  part  of 
the  standing  and  running  rigging  cut  to  pieces ;  three  guns 
disabled  ;  and  the  main  piece  of  the  head  shot  through.  She 
returned  home  in  Dec.  following ;  and,  on  the  24th  of  that 
month,  her  first  lieutenant  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  com- 
mander. 

We  next  find  this  ofliccr,  in  the  Drake  sloop,  destroying  a 
lurge  French  privateer  schooner,  near  Camperdown,  Mar.  7, 
IHIO.  On  the  9th  April  following,  he  captured  the  Tilsit, 
of  IS  guns  and  G4  men.  His  post  commission  bears  date 
Dec.  4,  1813. 

Captain  Mounsher's  brother,  James,  is  a  Purser,  R.  N. 


JAMES  STUART,  Esq. 

Ohtaixed  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  Aug.  1/97  5  and  was 
first  of  the  Minotaur  74,  Captain  Charles  John  Moore  Mans- 
field, at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar. 

The  flight  of  Rear-Admiral  Dumanoir  le  Pelley  afforded 
to  the  Minotaur  and  Spartiate  an  opportunity  which,  as  the 
two  rearmost  ships  of  the  weather  column,  they  M'ould  other- 
wise have  sought  in  vain.  Having  hauled  close  on  the  lar- 
board tack,  they  lay  to  with  their  main-top-sails  to  the 
musts  ;  exchanged  broadsides  in  passing  witii  the  Formida- 
ble, Duguay-Trouin,  Mont  Blanc,  and  Scipion  ;  and  suc- 
ceeded in  cutting  off  the  Neptuno  80,  which  was  the  last 
Spanish  ship  that  struck  her  colours  on  that  eventful  day.  ' 

The  Minotaur  had  her  fore-top -sail -yard  shot  away;  iier 
masts,  yards,  and  rigging  in  general  a  good  deal  damaged  j 
3  men  killed,  and  22  wounded.  Her  first  lieutenant  was 
made  commander  Dec.  24,  1805  ;  and  advanced  to  post  rank^ 
Dec.  4,  1813. 
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LEWIS  HOLE,  Esq. 

A  SON  of  the  Rev.  W.  Hole,  Surrogate  of  Barnstaple,  co. 
Devon,  by  a  lady  descended  from  Sir  John  Berry,  Knt.  who 
was  a  Captain  R.  N.  in  1665. 

This  officer  was  born  at  Stoodeley,  in  Devonshire,  Jan.  16, 
1779.  He  first  went  to  sea  in  the  Severn  44,  Captain  Paul 
Minchin,  with  whom  he  sailed  for  Quebec,  in  1793.  On  his 
return  from  thence  he  joined  the  Belliqueux  64,  Captain 
James  Brine,  under  which  officer  he  served  as  midshipman 
at  the  capture  of  Port-au-Prince,  June  4, 1794  *.  We  sub- 
sequently find  him  in  the  Camilla  20,  Astrsea  frigate,  and 
Kent  74 ;  the  latter  ship  commanded  by  Captain  (now  Sir 
William  Johnstone)  Hope,  on  the  North  Sea  station.  His 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  took  place  in  July,  1798. 

After  serving  about  two  years  in  the  Explosion  bomb,  on 
the  Channel  station,  Lieutenant  Hole  w^as  removed  to  the 
Ramillies  74,  which  ship  formed  part  of  the  fleet  sent  to  the 
Baltic,  under  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  in  Mar.  1801.  Previous  to 
the  attack  made  upon  the  Danish  line  of  defence  before  Co- 
penhagen, he  had  the  honor  of  being  placed  in  the  command 
of  a  division  of  boats,  attached  to  Nelson's  squadron ;  and 
during  that  sanguinary  combat  he  served  as  volunteer  on 
board  the  Polyphemus  64  f. 

Lieutenant  Hole's  subsequent  appointments  were,  in  1804, 
to  the  Trusty  50,  Captain  George  Argles,  stationed  off  Bou- 
logne ;  and,  in  1805,  to  the  Revenge  74,  Captain  Robert 
Moorsom,  of  which  ship  he  was  first  lieutenant  at  the  battle 
of  Trafalgar. 

"  While  the  Revenge  was  attempting  to  pass  through  the 
enemies'  line,  and  just  as  she  had  put  her  helm  a-port,  to 
place  herself  athwart  hawse  of  I'Aigle  74,  her  mizen-top-sail 
was  caught  by  the  latter's  jib-boom.  Before  the  two  ships 
got  clear.  Captain  Moorsom  was  enabled  to  pour  into  his 
opponent  two  deliberate  broadsides.  Tlie  Revenge  then 
stood  on,  and  while  hauling  up  on  the  larboard  tack,  received 
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a  tremendous  fire  from  the  Principe  d'Asturias,  Spanish  first- 
rate,  which  ship,  in  conjunction  with  three  two-deckers,  con- 
tinued cannonading  her,  until  engaged  by  the  Dreadnought 
and  Thunderer. 

The  exposed  situation  of  the  Revenge  occasioned  her  da- 
mages and  loss  of  men  to  be  very  severe.  Her  bowsprit, 
three  lower*  masts,  main- top-mast,  and  gaff,  were  badly 
wounded ;  she  received  nine  shot  between  wind  and  water ; 
her  stern,  transoms,  and  timbers,  also  several  beams,  knees, 
and  riders,  were  much  injured;  several  chain-plates  shot 
away  ;  some  of  the  lower-deck  ports  destroyed  ;  three  guns 
dismounted ;  2  petty-officers  and  26  men  killed ;  and  her 
captain,  1  lieutenant,  2  other  officers,  and  4/  men  wounded. 
Her  first  lieutenant  was  made  commander  Dec.  24,  1805. 

Captain  Hole's  subsequent  appointments  were,  in  Dec. 
1807,  to  the  Hindostan  50;  May  1808,  to  the  Egeria  18; 
and,  April  1813,  to  the  Bacchus  16.  In  the  first  named  sloop 
he  captured  the  following  Danish  armed  vessels. 

Neesois  privateer,  of  10  guns  and  26  men,  off  the  Scaw,  Dec.  21, 1808 ; 
Aalborg  cutter,  of  6  guns  and  25  men,  bound  to  Norway,  with  army 
clothing.  Mar.  2,  1809;  and  Alvor  privateer,  of  14  guns  and  38  men,  in 
theNorlhSea,  Dec.  31, 1811. 

Captain  Hole  obtained  post  rank  Dec.  4,  1813 ;  but  con- 
tinued to  command  the  Bacchus,  on  the  Irish  station,  until 
Feb.  1814.  He  married  the  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Finch,  Esq.  barrister-at-law,  and  master  of  the  Grocer's 
Company,  by  whom  he  has  several  children.  One  of  his 
brothers  is  a  commander  in  the  navy,  another  a  captain  of 
royal  marines. 


WILLIAM  WESCOrr  DANIEL,  Esq. 

Received  his  first  commission  shortly  after  the  death  of 
his  uncle.  Captain  George  B.  Westcott,  who  fell,  on  board 
the  Majestic  74,  at  the  battle  of  the  Nile ;  and  was  made 
commander  for  his  own  gallant  conduct,  as  senior  lieutenant 
of  the  Achille  74,  Captain  (now  Sir  Richard)  King,  at  the  de- 
feat of  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets,  near  Cape  Trafalgar. 
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The  Achille's  first  opponent  w.is  the  Montanez  74,  which 
Spanish  ship  she  soon  obliged  to  sheer  off.  Her  second  an- 
tagonist was  the  Argonauta  80,  whose  fire  entirely  ceased 
after  an  hour's  close  action.  Her  third  was  I'Achille,  French 
74,  who  edged  down  on  her  larboard  quarter,  engaged  her 
in  passing  to  windward,  and  left  her  in  fair  single  combat 
with  the  Berwick,  of  similar  force.  This  latter  ship  she  sub- 
dued and  took  possession  of.  Her  loss  has  been  stated  in 
our  memoir  of  Sir  Richard  King. 

Captain  Daniel  was  appointed  to  the  Jasper  brig  of  10 
guns,  about  July,  1808;  and,  in  that  vessel,  we  find  him 
actively  employed  on  the  Cadiz  station,  under  the  orders  of 
Sir  Richard  G.  Keats  *.  He  subsequently  commanded  the 
Doterel  of  16  guns,  at  the  Leeward  Islands.  His  post  com- 
mission bears  date  Dec.  4,  1813. 

j4ge?it.—J.  Dufaur,  Esq. 
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THOMAS  FIFE,  Esq. 

Was  second  lieutenant  of  the  Belleisle  74,  Captain  (now 
Sir  William)  Hargood,  at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  on  whicli 
occasion  that  ship  was  totally  dismasted,  and  otherwise  very 
severely  handled.     Mr.  James  says  : — 

*•  After  having,  for  the  space  of  20  minutes,  sustained  the  tremendous 
fire,  opened  by  the  rear  of  the  combined  line,  and  after  Iiaving  suffered,  in 
consequence,  a  loss  of  between  60  and  60  men  in  killed  and  wounded,  the 
Belleisle,  at  about  a  quarter-past  noon,  exchanged  a  few  shot  with  the 
Monarca  74,  and  passed  throuuh  the  line  abreast  of  the  Fougueux  (French 
two-decker),  then  distantly  raking  the  Royal  Sovereign.  In  hauling  up  on 
the  larboard  tack,  the  Belleisle  was  enabled,  owing  to  the  advanced  posi- 
tion ()f  the  latter,  to  pour  a  full  broadside  into  the  lee  quarter  of  the  Santa 
Anna,  (Spanish  first-rate).  Bearing  away  a  little,  the  Belleidle  then  passed 
close  astern  of  the  Indnmptable  84 ;  which  ship,  quickly  wearing,  ex- 
changed a  few  broadsides  with  her,  and  then  bore  up  to  the  S.  £.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Belleisle  was  engaged  with  a  Spanish  74,  the  San  Juan 
Nepomuccno,  at  some  distance  on  her  starboard  beum.  At  about  46  mi- 
nutes past  noon,  the  Belleislc'a  mnin-top-mast  was  shot  away,   and,  as  the 
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enemies'  rear  ships  were  now  pressing  forward  to  support  the  centre,  her 
situation  became  extremely  critical. 

"  At  ]  P.  M.  the  Foiigueux  ranged  up  in  the  smoke  on  the  Belleisle's 
starboard  beam,  and  struck  her  at  the  ganj^way  with  lier  larboard  bow, 
rolling  at  the  same  time  with  her  fore-yard  over  the  British  ship's  quarter- 
deck. The  Fougueux  immediately  began  engaging  the  Belleisle,  and  in 
10  minutes,  shot  away  her  mizen-mast  about  six  feet  above  the  deck,  the 
wreck  falling  over  the  larboard  quarter.  In  about  10  minutes  more,  on 
tlie  JMars  beginning  to  engage  her,  tbe  Fongueux,  having  received  a  smart 
fire  from  the  Belleisle's  aftermost  gims,  dropped  astern  and  hauled  to  the 
northward.  At  1-30  P.  INI.  I'Achille,  another  French  74,  came  ranging 
past  the  stern  of  the  Belleisle,  and  stationed  herself  on  her  larboard  quar- 
ter. In  this  position,  the  Achilla  kept  up  a  steady  fire,  with  comparative 
impunity,  on  account  of  the  wreck  of  the  Belleisle's  mizen-mast  masking 
her  aftermost  guns.  Meanwhile  I'Aigle  74,  having  replaced  the  San  Juan 
Nepomuceno,  was  distantly  cannonading  the  British  ship  on  the  starboard 
side ;  and  the  San  Juste  and  San  Leandro,  two-deckers,  as  they  stood 
athwart  the  bows  of  the  Belleisle,  opened  a  passing  fire. 

"  Thus  in  a  maimer  surrounded,  the  Belleisle  soon  had  her  rigging 
and  sails  cut  to  pieces,  and  at  2-10  F.  M.  she  lost  her  main-mast  about 
four  feet  above  the  deck ;  the  wreck  of  which  fell  upon  the  break  of  the 
poop,  while  the  top-mast,  with  the  yards,  sails,  and  shrouds,  hung  over 
upon  the  larboard  side.  Her  larboard  guns  thus  completely  covered  by 
wreck,  the  Belleisle  was  ]>revented  from  returning,  by  a  single  shot,  the 
Achille's  animated  and  destructive  fire.  At  2-30  P.  M.,  driven  from  her 
capital  station  upon  the  bows  of  the  Victory  and  Temeraire,  l)y  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Leviathan,  the  Neptune  French  80,  placed  herself  across  the 
starboard  bow  of  the  Belleisle ;  and  at  2-45,  the  foremast  and  bowsprit 
of  tue  latter,  still  engaged  by  two  other  ships,  were  shot  away  by  the 
board. 

"  At  3-15  P.  M.  the  Polyphemus  interposed  herself  between  the  Bel- 
leisle and  Neptune.  In  five  mumtes  more  the  Defiance  took  off  the  fire  of 
I'Aigle ;  and  at  3-25,  tlic  Swiftsure,  passing  astern  of  the  Belleisle,  com- 
menced engaging  I'Achille.  As  the  Swiftsure  passed  close  under  the  Bel- 
leisle's stern,  the  two  British  ships  cheered  each  other ;  and  to  signify  that, 
notwithstanding  her  dismasted  and  shattered  state,  the  Belleisle  still  remain- 
ed unconquered,  a  union  jack  was  suspended  at  tbe  cud  of  a  pike,  and  held 
up  to  view,  while  an  ensign  was  being  made  fast  to  the  stump  of  her  mizen- 
mast.  Thus,  by  the  timely  arrival  of  her  friends,  saved  from  being  crushed 
by  the  overwhelming  force  around  her,  the  Belleisle  ceased  firing." 

Her  loss  consisted  of  no  less  than  126  killed  and  wound- 
ed :  among  the  former  were  Lieutenants  Ebenezer  Geale  and 
John  Woodin.  Her  hull  was  knocked  almost  to  pieces :  both 
sides  of  it  were  about  equally  damaged.  Ports,  port-timbers, 
channels,    chain-plates,  all  exhibited  unequivocal  marks  of 


M 


,    I 


I  !  -■■ 


^it 


'I' 


!■'■ 


)  M  U 


;  li 


186  POST-CAPTAINS    OP    1813. 

the  terrible  mauling  she  had  received:  her  anchors  and 
figure-head  were  shot  away;  every  boat,  except  one,  was 
destroyed. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  made  commander  Dec.  24, 
1803  ;  appointed  to  the  Cadmus  brig  of  10  guns,  about  Nov. 
1809  ;  and  posted  Dec.  4,  1813. 

-^^ew^*.— Messrs.  Chard. 
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JOHN  M'KERLIE,  Esq. 

A  Magistrate  for  ffigtonshirep  N.  B. 

Is  descended  from  a  Scottish  warrior,  who  resided  at 
Cruggleton  castle,  in  the  above  county,  and  was  expelled 
from  thence  by  the  English,  for  his  faithful  adherence  to  Sir 
William  Wallace,  the  renowned  champion  of  Caledonia,  and 
the  patron  of  her  expiring  independency;  which  chieftain 
undertook  an  expedition  into  West  Galloway,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  reinstating  him  in  his  paternal  domain.  Ever 
since  that  period,  the  M*Kerlies  have  continued  to  reside  in 
the  said  district. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born  June  7>  1777*  His 
father,  who  occupied  a  large  farm  belonging  to  the  Earl  of 
Galloway,  early  determined  upon  sending  him  to  sea,  and 
accordingly  placed  him,  by  way  of  trial,  and  when  very 
young,  under  the  care  of  a  friend  engaged  in  the  Baltic  trade, 
with  whom,  we  believe,  he  likewise  made  several  voyages 
across  the  Atlantic. 

Early  in  1794,  we  find  him  joining  the  Arethusa  frigate, 
commanded  by  Sir  Edward  Pellew  (now  Viscount  Exmouth), 
to  whose  favorable  notice  he  soon  recommended  himself,  by 
his  activity,  bravery,  and  zeal.  It  would  be  superfluous  to 
recount  the  many  battles  and  skirmishes  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged while  serving  under  that  distinguished  officer,  in  the 
Arethusa,  Indefatigable,  and  Impetueux  :  the  most  important 
of  them  are  recorded  at  pp.  213—220  of  Vol.  I.  Part  I. 

In  the  Indefatigable's  gallant  action  with  les  Droits  de 
r Homme,  Mr.  M'Kerlie  lost  his  right  arm,  and  received  a 
severe  wound  in  the  thigh.    On  the  6th  June,  1800,  when  a 
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successful  attack  was  made  upon  the  enemy's  shipping  in  the 
Morbihan  river,  he  assisted  in  boarding  and  blowing  up  I'ln- 
solente,  an  18-gun  corvette  * ;  on  every  other  occasion  of 
boat  service  he  was  always  a  volunteer.  We  must  here  in- 
sert an  anecdote  of  Sir  £dward  Pellew  and  his  enterprising 
protege. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  enemy's  forts  on  the  S.  W.  end 
of  Quiberon,  preparations  were  made  for  an  attack  upon  Bel- 
leisle,  and  Mr.  M'Kerlie,  not  having  heard  how  he  was  to  be 
employed,  went  up  to  Sir  Edward,  interrupted  him  in  a  con- 
versation with  Major-General  Maitland,  and  asked  what  part 
he  was  to  act  in  the  event  of  a  debarkation  taking  place  ?  the 
answer  was,  "  M'Kerlie,  you  have  lost  one  hand  already,  and 
if  you  lose  the  other  you  will  not  have  any  thing  to  wipe  your 
b*******  with ;  you  will  remain  on  board  with  the  first 
lieutenant,  and  fight  the  ship,  as  she  is  to  engage  an  8-gun 
battery."  However,  in  the  course  of  the  same  day  he  was 
appointed  to  command  a  large  prize-boat,  intended  to  receive 
part  of  the  artillery,  and  to  land  with  the  first  division  of  the 
army. 

After  the  intention  of  attacking  Belleisle  was  abandoned, 
Mr.  M'Kerlie  received  an  order  from  Sir  Edward  Pellew  to 
act  as  lieutenant  of  the  Thames  frigate.  Captain  William 
Lukin.  He  passed  his  examination  Aug.  6,  1800 ;  and  was 
promoted  by  the  Admiralty,  into  the  Megaera  fire-vessel,  on 
the  12th  of  the  sane  month.  Previous  to  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  he  volunteered  to  assist  in  burning  the  enemy's  fleet 
at  Brest,  a  measure  proposed  by  Captain  (now  Sir  Charles) 
Brisbane,  as  already  mentioned  in  our  memoir  of  that  gallant 
officer  f. 

During  the  suspension  of  hostilities.  Lieutenant  M'Kerlie 
served  in  the  Camilla  24,  Captain  Henry  Hill,  on  the  New- 
foundland station ;  and  shortly  after  the  renewal  of  the  war, 
he  was  appointed,  through  the  influence  of  Sir  Edward  Pel- 
lew,  first  of  the  Spartiate  74,  Captain  Sir  Francis  Laforey, 
which  ship  accompanied  Nelson  to  the  West  Indies  in  pur- 
suit of  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain ;  and  also 


•  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  p.  965. 
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bore  a  share  at  the  memorable  battle  of  Trafalgar  *.  In  con- 
sequence of  that  glorious  victory,  he  was  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  commander,  Dec.  24,  1805. 

About  this  period,  Mr.  T.  Telford,  civil  engineer,  was  or- 
dered by  the  Treasury  to  make  a  survey  of  the  line  of  com- 
munication between  the  north  of  England  and  of  Ireland. 
Previous  to  the  commencement  of  his  labours  he  requested 
to  be  assisted  by  a  naval  officer ;  and  Captain  M*Kerlie, 
being  then  on  the  spot,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  coun- 
try, as  well  as  with  the  harbours  and  packets,  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Earl  of  Galloway  to  the  Admiralty,  as  a  pro- 
per person  to  be  thus  employed.  After  the  completion  of  the 
survey,  his  report  was  given  in  to  the  Board,  and  much 
thought  of  by  their  lordships,  as  a  fair  and  impartial  state- 
ment of  facts. 

In  1808,  Captain  M*Kerlie  received  an  appointment  to  the 
Diligence,  one  of  seven  sloops  that  were  ordered  to  be  fitted 
with  long  24-pounders,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  against  the 
Algeziras  flotilla,  in  the  event  of  Gibraltar  being  attacked  by 
the  French  and  Spanish  forces.  When  quite  ready  to  sail 
for  that  place,  his  orders  were  countermanded ;  the  great  po- 
litical change  that  had  just  taken  place  in  Spain,  having  ren- 
dered it  unnecessarj'  for  the  Diligence  and  her  consorts  to 
proceed  thither. 

Captain  M'Kerlie  was  immediately  afterwards  appointed  to 
the  Calliope,  a  new  brig,  mounting  eight  i8-pounder  carron- 
ades  and  2  long  sixes ;  with  a  complement  of  75  officers, 
men,  and  boys  ;  fitting  at  Deptford,  for  the  North  Sea  station. 
In  that  vessel  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  Flushing,  and  was 
subsequently  entrusted  with  the  command  of  a  division  of 
gun-brigs,  &c.  attached  to  the  Walcheren  expedition.  His 
conduct  while  he  remained  in  the  Scheldt  was  so  highly  me- 
ritorious, that  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan  marked  his  sense  of  it 
by  giving  him  the  north  coast  of  Holland  and  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Heligoland,  for  a  cruising  ground;  on  which  he 
soon  captured  several  merchant  vessels,  chiefly  Danes  and 
Swedes.    The  manner  in  which  he  obtained  possession  of  a 
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large  French  privateer,  is  thus  described  by  him  in  an  official 
letter  to  his  old  friend  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  under  whose  or- 
ders he  was  then  serving : — 

"  H.  M.  sloop  Calliope,  Oct.  25,  ISIO. 

"  At  7  this  morning,  in  lat.  54°-47'  N.,  and  lon/j.  2f>-46'  E.,  saw  a 
schooner  in  the  S.  W.  under  easy  sail,  standing  towards  us,  and  soon  after- 
wards perceived  her  to  be  an  enemy ;  as  she  appeared  to  take  the  Cal- 
liope for  a  merchant  brig,  I  judged  it  most  prudent  not  to  make  any  sail 
until  she  found  out  her  mistake,  which  was  at  the  distance  of  about  3  miles, 
when  she  bore  up  and  made  all  sail;  at  10-30,  we  were  within  reach  of 
shot,  firing  the  bow-guns  occasionally;  and  at  11,  within  reach  of  musket- 
shot  ;  the  enemy  keeping  upon  my  lee  bow,  I  could  not  get  the  great 
guns  to  bear ;  but  the  whole  of  the  marines  and  small-arm  men  kept  up  a 
constant  and  well-directed  fire,  which  was  returned  with  great  spirit.  At 
11-30,  got  the  great  guns  to  bear  with  round  and  grape,  most  of  the  time 
within  pistol-shot;  and  as  there  was  so  little  difference  in  sailing,  my 
great  object  was  to  disable  her  in  her  sails  and  rigging  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  which  appeared  to  be  the  enemy's  principal  aim  likewise.  At  12,  his 
main-mast  went  overboard  ;  and  the  rest  of  his  sails  and  rigging  being  all 
cut  to  pieces,  he  hailed,  and  told  me  he  had  struck. 

*' The  schooner  proved  to  be  la  Comtesse  d'Hambourg,  of  14  guns, 
eight  of  which  are  12-pounder3  and  six  8-pounders,  and  51  men,  from 
Dunkirk ;  out  eight  days ;  but  had  taken  nothing.  I  am  well  assured  that 
the  capture  of  this  vessel  will  be  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  trade 
of  Heligoland  and  the  Baltic,  as  she  is  quite  new,  and  sails  remarkably 
well,  with  a  most  determined  crew. 

"  I  am  extremely  happy  our  loss  has  been  but  small,  having  only  three 
wounded.  The  serjeant  of  marines  I  beg  leave  particularly  to  mention,  as 
a  highly  deserving  and  brave  man ;  he  received  two  musket-balls  through 
his  body,  and  one  through  his  right  arm,  before  he  quitted  his  post  on  the 
forecastle.  I  have  judged  it  prudent  to  return  to  Yarmouth  with  the  pri- 
soners and  prize,  our  sails  and  rigging,  U  many  places,  being  cut  and 
shot  away,  and  two  of  the  carronades  disa  -.u,  by  the  bolts  Jof  the  chocks 
breaking. 

(Signed)  "John  M'Kerlie." 

The  receipt  of  this  communication  was  acknowledged  by 
Sir  Edward  Pellew  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  H.  M.  S.  Christian  the  7th,  Downs,  Oct.  31,  1810. 

"  Dear  M'Kerlie, — I  have  this  day  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  in- 
stant, detailing  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  la  Comtesse  d'Hambourg, 
French  privateer.  I  receive  great  pleasure  from  the  statement  of  the  con- 
duct and  gallantry  shewn  by  yourself  and  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of 
the  Calliope  :  and  1  desire  you  will  express  to  them  my  sentiments  on  this 
occasion.    I  have  forwarded  your  letter  to  the  Admiralty,  and  have  not 
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failed  to  notice  the  distinguished  bravery  of  your  serjeant  of  marines.    I 
remain,  dear  M'Kerlie,  yours  very  sincerely, 

(Signed)  **  Edward  Pellew." 

Returning  from  Yarmouth  to  his  cruising  ground^  Captain 
M'Kerlie  fell  in  with  a  large  French  lugger  privateer,  and, 
after  a  pursuit  of  four  hours,  drove  her  into  the  Vlie  passage, 
near  the  Texel,  where  she  was  subsequently  destroyed  in  a 
gale  of  wind.  This  information  was  obtained  from  some 
Dutch  fishermen,  who  also  informed  him,  that  all  her  guns, 
16  in  number,  were  thrown  overboard  during  the  chase. 

We  next  find  the  Calliope  attached  to  the  inshore  squadron 
off  Flushing;  from  whence  Captain  M'Kerlie  was  sent  by 
the  late  Sir  William  Young,  in  Mar.  1813,  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  naval  force  stationed  at  Heligoland.  The  fol- 
lowing are  extracts  of  the  orders  which  he  at  the  same  time 
received  from  that  officer : — 

"Secret."  "By  William  Young,  Esq.  Admiral  of  the  White,  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  a  squadron  of  His  Majesty's 
ships  and  vessels  to  be  employed  on  a  particular 
service. 

"  As  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  appearance  of  a  naval  force 
in  the  Elbe  might,  under  the  present  circumstances,  contribute  materially 
to  inspire  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  coasts  with  confidence,  and 
encourage  them  to  active  resistance  of  the  French. 

"  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  employ  on  that  service  all 
the  vessels  under  your  orders  which  are  not  absolutely  required  for  other 
purposes ;  directing  the  officer,  under  whose  orders  you  send  them,  to  use 
his  utmost  endeavours  to  encourage  and  assist  the  inhabitants,  to  protect 
their  vessels,  and  to  take  or  destroy  all  those  of  the  enemy  which  he  may 
fall  in  with ;  directing  him  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  the  movement 
of  vessels  in  Cuxhaven,  from  which  place  it  is  reported  that  all  the  gun- 
boats and  naval  stores  are  to  be  taken  to  Holland,  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  a  naval  officer ;  the  doing  of  which  he  is  by  every  means  in  his 
power  to  prevent ;  taking  from  the  force  under  his  orders  in  the  Elbe 
whatever  vessels  he  may  think  necessary  to  follow  and  destroy  them  if 
they  should  sail. 

"  When  certain  information  of  the  enemy  quitting  the  country  on  the 
banks  of  that  river  shall  be  received,  you  are  to  send  the  Drake  to  Yar- 
mouth for  orders,  and  remain  yourself  in  the  command  of  the  vessels  at 
Heligoland,  till  you  receive  further  orders. 

"  Given  under  my  hand,  in  London,  this  20th  day  of  March,  1813. 

(Signed)  "W.Young." 

"  To  John  M'Kerlie,  Esq.  ^o.  ^c.  Sfc" 
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Two  days  prior  to  the  date  of  these  orders,  the  city  of  Ham- 
burgh was  jccupied  by  a  Russian  corps,  under  Baron  Von 
Tettenborn;  with  whom  Captain  M'Kerlie  lost  no  time  in  open- 
ing a  communication  through  Cuxhaven.  In  the  course  of  the 
following  month,  he  received  directions  from  Admiral  Young, 
to  employ  the  sloops,  gun-brigs,  &c.  under  his  orders,  as  far 
as  other  necessary  services  would  admit,  in  co-operation  with 
the  allies,  in  any  way  in  which  a  naval  force  could  be  useful 
in  the  Ems,  Elbe,  Weser,  and  Jade.  Shortly  afterwards  a 
despatch  arrived  from  the  British  minister  at  Hamburgh, 
advising  him  to  be  prepared  against  an  attack ;  as  the  enemy 
were  about  to  march  upon  that  city,  from  Bremen.  To  this 
official  communication  he  returned  the  following  answer  : — 

"  Calliope,  off  Cuxhaven,  ^pril  2S,  1813. 

"  Sir, — I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  despatch.  I  have  landed  70 
men  from  the  squadron,  in  addition  to  those  already  sent  on  shore,  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  sea  front  of  the  batteries,  which  we  occupy  here, 
and  rolling"  the  guns  into  the  river,  reserving  the  land  front  for  our  protec- 
tion, in  the  event  of  a  sudden  attack.  I  have  recalled  the  Drake,  Hearty, 
and  Thrasher,  from  the  river  Ems ;  and,  when  they  arrive,  I  shall  have  six 
men-of-war  brigs  here,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  our  retreat  with  the 
transports ;  and  the  embarkation  will  be  effected  in  good  time,  as  I  can  see 
beyond  the  town  a  considerable  way  on  the  main  road,  and  I  am  not  at  all 
afraid  of  a  night  attack.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "Jno.  M'Kerlie." 

"  To  Alexander  Cockhurn,  Esq.  H.  B.  M.  Minister,  Hamburgh." 

In  a  letter  to  Admiral  Young,  Captain  M'Kerlie  thus  de- 
scribes the  re-occupation  of  Cuxhaven  by  the  French : 

'*  Calliope,  off  Cuxhaven,  May  9,  1813. 

"  Sir, — ^With  much  regret,  I  have  to  inform  you,  that  the  French  are 
again  in  possession  of  Cuxhaven,  together  with  the  batteries  there. 

"  On  the  7th  instant,  the  enemy  made  a  reconnoissance  of  our  position 
with  60  light  cavalry,  which  we  immediately  drove  back  into  the  town. 
Yesterday  morning,  at  6  o'clock,  the  same  party  hove  in  sight ;  and  at  9, 
I  saw  from  the  top  of  the  light-house,  about  1000  or  1200  infantry,  with 
some  field-pieces,  marching  towards  the  town ;  immediately  afterwards,  I 
discovered  about  as  many  more,  with  field-pieces  also :  the  latter  column 
turned  to  the  right,  for  the  bridge  in  our  front,  while  the  former  marched 
through  the  town,  so  that  both  would  join  in  our  front  at  the  same  time : 
it  was  then  low  <vater,  which  would  enable  them  to  storm  us  on  the  sea- 
side. Fmding  it  atouM  be  impossible  to  retain  our  situation  with  the  few 
veterani  from  Heligoland,  and  some  marines  and  seamen  from  the  squad- 
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roll,  Major  Kerchzcnga,  as  well  as  mysell",  tliought  it  inost  prudent  to  em- 
bark with  our  purty,  and  endeavour  to  dislod{>c  them  with  the  squadron. 
Just  as  our  party  s'ot  into  the  boats,  the  French  entered  the  fort.  Tiie  mo- 
ment I  jTOt  on  I)ourd,  I  made  the  sifjnal  to  eugaafe,  and  could  see  many  of 
them  fallinff,  as  they  at  first  exposed  themselves  very  much  to  our  fire. 
Finding  it  impossible  to  dislodge  them,  as  the  fort  was  so  low  in  the  centre 
that  all  our  shot  went  over  them,  I  made  the  signal,  after  two  houra'  con- 
stant firing  from  the  squadron,  to  discontinue  the  action.  This  morning, 
some  pilots  stole  off  to  us,  and  informed  me,  that  20  waggons  of  wounded 
passed  through  the  town,  from  the  fort,  last  night.  I  shall  keep  a  sharp 
look  out  on  the  enemy,  and  take  every  opportunity  to  annoy,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, make  them  quit  the  place.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


(Signed) 


"  Jno.  iM'Keiilie." 


On  the  10th  May,  Captain  M'Kerlie  received  information, 
by  the  Hamburgh  mail,  of  a  great  battle  having  been  fought, 
eight  days  before,  near  the  plain  of  Lutzen,  where  the  Swedes, 
in  1632,  lost  their  great  king,  GustavusAdolphus,  in  the  moment 
of  victory.  This  intelligence  he  immediately  despatched  to 
Admiral  Young,  and  at  the  same  time  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  enemy  at  Cuxhaven  would  be  obliged  to  fall  back  imme- 
diately J  "  in  which  case,"  added  he,  "  1  shall  watch  tlieir 
movements,  and,  of  course,  take  every  advantage  with  the 
force  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  put  under  my  command." 
Whatever  were  the  events  on  the  field,  however,  it  cannot 
now  be  doubted,  from  the  consequences,  that  the  engagement 
was  most  severely  felt  by  the  allies,  who  afterwards  made  but 
little  opposition  to  the  advance  of  the  French  to  the  Elbe, 
a  distance  of  80  miles  from  Lutzen .  On  the  29th  of  the  same 
month,  Baron  Von  Tettenborn  informed  the  senate  of  Ham- 
burgh that  he  had  no  longer  the  means  of  defence,  and  left  it 
entirely  with  tbem  what  ineasures  to  adopt :  he  then  departed 
with  his  Cossacks ;  and  on  the  following  day,  that  city  was 
again  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy. 

About  this  period;  many  Danish  seamen  arrived  at  Bremen, 
and  it  was  considered  probable  that  gun-boats  were  about  to 
be  equipped  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Weser,  where  their  prepa- 
rations and  movements  could  not  be  watched,  and  would  there- 
fore be  unknown  to  Captain  M'Kerlie.  In  consequence  of  this, 
Admiral  Young  desired  that,  in  the  performance  of  his  other 
duties,  he  wpuld  not  on  any  account  lose  sight  of  the  protec- 
tion of  Heligoland,  which  he  was  to  consider  as  the  chief 
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object  of  his  attention.  "  Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the 
negociation  between  this  country  and  Denmark,"  says  the 
veteran  commander-in-chief,  "  /  am  confident  of  your  being 
too  ivell  prepared^  and  too  alert,  to  he  surprised  by  any 
sudden  active  hostile  operation  the  Danes  may  attempt  to 
make.'* 

So  highly  did  Admiral  Young  approve  of  Captain  M'Ker- 
lie's  conduct  on  every  occasion,  that  he  continued  him  in  the 
command  of  the  Heligoland  squadron,  until  the  arrival  of 
Captain  Arthur  Farquhar,  with  a  large  additional  force  under 
liis  orders,  in  Oct.  1813.  During  the  seven  months  that  he 
was  employed  on  that  station,  as  senior  officer,  the  Calliope 
and  her  consorts  made  many  prizes,  but  none,  we  believe,  of 
sufficient  consequence  to  be  particularly  mentioned.  The 
capture  of  the  enemy's  shipping,  &c.  at  Braak,  in  the  duchy 
of  Oldrnburgh,  is  thus  described  by  Captain  Farquhar,  in 
a  letter  to  Admiral  ^oung,  dated  Nov.  1,  1813 : — 

"  I  had  the  honour  to  inform  you,  by  my  letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  that 
I  had  ordered  Captain  M'Kerlic,  with  a  gun-boat,  and  a  strong  division  of 
row-boats,  to  proceed  up  the  Weser  to  this  place,  for  the  purpose  of 
Seizing  two  corvettes  building,  as  well  as  all  other  vessels,  naval  stores, 
&c.  which  he  could  find  belonging  to  the  enemy.  I  now  beg  to  acquaint 
you,  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  found  that  Captain  M'Kerlie  had 
taken  possession  of  the  two  corvettes,  as  also  two  giln-brigs,  and  several 
other  vessels  belonging  to  the  enemy.  I  have  ordered  the  burghers  to  do 
duty,  and  have  landed  the  marines  as  a  guard  and  protecting  force,  whilst 
we  are  employed  in  getting  the  corvettes  ready  to  move  down  to  the 
squadron.  The  whole  of  the  cor  ntry  between  this  and  Bremen  is  entirely 
free  from  the  French,  and  in  poi  session  of  the  allies." 

Each  of  the  corvettes  taken  at  Braak  was  pierced  for  20 
guns.  When  they  were  ready  for  sea,  Captain  M^Kerlie 
received  orders  to  escort  them  to  England  j  and  on  his  arrival, 
he  found  himself  promoted  to  post  rank,  by  commission  dated 
Dec.  4,  1813. 

On  the  4th  April,  1816,  Captain  M'Kerlie  was  granted 
a  pension  for  the  loss  of  his  arm.  In  the  same  year,  when 
his  early  patron  was  preparing  to  proceed  against  Algiers, 
he  eagerly  sought  to  accompany  him,  but  did  net  succeed  in 
his  application  ;  nor  has  he  since  been  employed.  We  shall 
here  give  an  extract  of  a  letter,  which  he  afterwards  received 
from  his  lordship  : — 
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"  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  you  are  well.    I  should  have  been  glad  if  you 
had  been  with  us,  but  your  brother  was  refused  •  •  •  »,     Had  you  been 
there,  I  know  pour  ship  and  your  Jin  tcould  not  have  been  out  of  hail  of 
your  old  commander  and  friend. 

"  EXMOUTH." 

Captain  M'Kerlie  married  Harriet,  second  daughter  of 
Patrick  Stewart,  of  Cairnsmure  and  Burness,  Esq.  by  whom 
he  has  issue  one  daughter. 

jigents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Ilalford,  and  Son. 


THOMAS  RICHARD  TOKER,  Esq. 

Tnrs  officer,  the  son  of  an  opulent  Kentish  grazier,  received 
his  first  commission  in  1800,  and  was  senior  lieutenant  of  the 
Colossus  74,  Captain  (now  Sir  James)  NicoU  Morris,  at  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar ;  on  which  glorious  occasion  that  ship 
sustained  a  greater  loss  than  any  other  in  the  British  fleet*. 
Her  conduct  is  thus  described  by  Mr.  James  :— 

"  About  1  P.  IM.  after  liavinp,  during'  ten  minutes  or  so,  In  her  efforta 
to  close,  received  the  fire  of  two  or  three  enemy's  ships,  the  Colossus  ran 
past  the  starboard  side  of  the  Frcncli  Swiftsure,  who  had  jiist  before  bore 
up,  as  well  to  avoid  being  raked  by  the  Colossus,  as  to  bring  her  larboard 
guns  to  bear  upon  the  Bcllerophon.  The  density  of  the  smoke  on  the 
starboard  side,  hid  from  view  all  the  enemy's  ships  in  that  direction,  until, 
having  run  a  short  distance  to  leeward,  the  Colossus  found  herself  close 
alongside  of  the  Argonaute,  whose  larboard  yard  arms  locked  into  her 
starboard  ones.  A  spirited  cannonade  now  ensued  between  the  two  ships, 
and  lasted  for  about  ten  minutes,  when  the  Argonaute's  fire  became  nearly 
silenced,  except  from  a  few  of  her  aftermost  guns ;  a  shot  from  one  of 
which,  just  as  the  ships,  driven  apart  by  the  concussion  of  their  guns, 
l)egan  to  settle  broadside  off,  struck  Captain  Morris  a  little  above  the  knee. 
As  soon  as  she  had  cleared  her  yards,  the  Argonaute  paid  off,  and  went 
away,  receiving  into  her  stern  the  parting  fire  of  the  ('olossus.  The  latter, 
in  the  mean  while,  was  warmly  engaged,  on  her  larboard  quarter,  with  tlni 
French  Swiftsure,  and  also  with  the  Bahama,  who  lay  close  on  that  ship's 
larboard  bow,  and  fired  at  the  Colossue  across  the  Swiftsure's  fore-foot. 

'*  At  a  few  minutes  before  .3  P.  M.,  having  forged  a-head,  the  Swiftsure 
got  between  the  Bahama  and  Colossus;  and  being  thus  more  fully  exposed 
to  the  letter's  well-directed  broadsides,  soon  slackened  her  fire,  and  dropped 
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astern.  The  Colossus  was  now  enabled  to  devote  lier  sole  attention  to  the 
Bahama,  who,  on  hor  mainmast  falling,  as  it  presently  did,  over  her 
eng'aged  side,  shewed  an  English  jack  from  the  Iien-coops  on  her  poop, 
to  denote  that  she  had  struck.  Meanwhile  the  French  Swiftsure  endea- 
voured to  bear  up  under  the  stern  of  the  Colossus ;  but  the  latter,  wearing 
more  quickly,  received  a  few  only  of  the  former's  larboard  guns,  before 
she  poured  in  her  starboard  broadside.  This  brought  dowa  the  Swiftsure's 
niizeo-mast.  At  the  same  time  the  Orion,  in  passing,  gave  the  French 
ship  a  broadside,  which  brought  down  her  tottering  maln-raast ;  whereupon 
the  Swiftsure  made  signs  to  the  Colossus  of  having  surrendered.  In  hauling 
up  to  take  possession  of  her  two  prizes,  the  latter  lost  her  wounded  mizen- 
roast  over  the  starboard  side. 

"  The  main-mast  of  the  Colossus  was  so  badly  wounded,  that  she  was 
compelled,  during  the  ensuing  night,  to  cut  it  away;  and  her  damages 
altogether  were  extremely  severe." 

"  With  a  truly  gallant  spirit.  Captain  Murris  would  not  go  below,  but, 
applying  a  tourniquet  to  his  thigh,  remained  at  his  post  near  the  head  of 
the  poop-ladder,  until,  to  avoid  the  fall  of  the  mizen-mast,  he  descended  to 
the  quarter-deck.  After  the  battle  was  over,  and  the  Agamemnon  had 
come  down  to  take  the  Colossus  in  tow,  he  became  faint  from  loss  of 
blood,  and  was  carried  below.  He  wan  lauded  in  his  cot  some  days  after- 
wards, at  Gibraltar." 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  made  commander,  Dec.  24, 
1805  ;  and  appouited  to  the  Cruiser  brig,  of  18  guns,  about 
Nov,  1808.  In  the  following  year,  he  captured  two  privateers, 
on  the  Baltic  station,  where  he  appears  to  have  been  princi- 
pally employed  until  promoted  to  post  rank,  Dec.  4,  1813. 
Since  the  peace  he  has  successively  commanded  the  Tartarus, 
of  20  guns,  Perseus  22,  and  Taraar  28  j  the  latter  stationed 
at  Newfoundland. 

Agent. — Sir  F.  M.  Ommanney. 


WILLIAM  FAIRBROTHER  CARROLL,  Esq. 

A  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Militanj  Order  of  the  Bath. 

This  officer  is  a  son  of  Danit  Carroll,  of  Uskane,  co.Tip- 
perary,  Esq.  a  gentleman  brought  up  to  the  Irish  bar. 

He  was  liorn  at  Glencarrig,  co.  VVicklow,  Jan.  28,  17^4; 
and  we  find  him  commencing  his  naval  career,  Dec.  12,  VJOb^ 
in  the  Diamond  frigate.  Captain  Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith,  with 
whom  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  French,  April  1^   I79<>. 
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Previous  to  this  misfortune,  he  had  assisted  at  the  destruc- 
tion of  an  enemy's  convoy,  at  Herqui,  near  Cape  Freh^l*. 

On  his  being  exchanged,  after  an  imprisonment  of  16 
months,  Mr.  Carroll  joined  the  Syren  frigate,  Captain  Thomas 
Le  Marchant  Gosselyn,  under  whom  he  served  at  the  capture 
of  Surinam,  Aug.  *iO,  17^9  f.  In  July  1800,  when  assisting 
in  an  attack  upon  a  French  vessel,  he  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  left  side  by  a  musket-ball,  which,  after  some  time,  was 
extracted,  close  to  his  back-bone. 

In  1801,  Mr.  Carroll  was  removed  to  the  Sans  Pareil  80, 
bearing  the  flag  of  Lord  Hugh  Seymour,  commander-in-chief 
at  Jamaica ;  whose  remains  he  accompanied  to  England,  in 
the  Sting  schooner,  towards  the  end  of  that  year. 

After  passing  his  examination,  Jan.  1,  1802,  Mr.  Carroll 
immediately  joined  the  St.  Fiorenzo  frigate,  and  proceeded  in 
her  to  the  East  India  station ;  where  he  was  appointed  acting 
lieutenant  of  the  Centurion  50,  in  Aug.  1803.  The  gallant 
manner  in  which  that  small  two-decker  was  defended,  when 
attacked  in  Vizagapatara  road,  by  a  French  80-gun  ship  and 
two  frigates  of  the  largest  class,  Sept.  18,  1804,  has  been 
fully  described  at  pp.  875—877  of  Vol.  II.  Part  II. 

Mr.  Carroll's  commission  was  confirmed  by  the  Admiralt)'^, 
May  15,  1804;  but  it  appears,  from  Captain  Lind's  report 
of  the  above  action,  that  he  had  not  then  received  the  usual 
notification  thereof.  We  next  find  him  serving  as  flag- lieu- 
tenant to  Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith,  in  the  Pompde  74,  on  the 
coasts  of  Naples  and  Calabria.  In  the  night  of  May  11, 
1806,  he  "  particularly  distinguished  himself"  at  the  storming 
of  the  island  of  Capri ;  and  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month  he 
was  again  officially  praised  for  his  "  extreme  exertions,"  in 
bringing  off  2  long  36-pounder8,  which  were  found  in  an  ene- 
my's vessel,  lying  on  the  beach  at  Scalea. 

In  Jan.  1807,  Lieutenant  Carroll  accompanied  Sir  VV. 
Sidney  Smith  to  the  Dardanelles,  on  the  memorable  expedi- 
tion against  Constantinople  |.    After  the  destruction  of  the 


•  See  Vol.1.  Parti.  p.SfXI. 
t  See  Supl.  Part  II.  note  J  at  p.  !'", 
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Turkish  squadron  anchored  off  Point  Pesquies,  he  was  di- 
rected to  land  and  complete  the  destruction  of  a  redoubt, 
containing  31  guns,  8  of  which  were  brass,  and  carried  im- 
mensely large  balls.  This  service  was  most  effectually  per- 
formed by  him,  under  the  protection  of  the  Active  frigate : 
he  likewise  destroyed  the  guns  of  the  Turkish  64,  which  ship 
had  been  previously  burned  by  the  boats  of  the  Pompee  and 
Kepulse  *.  ' 

Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith  having  struck  his  flag,  on  his  return  home 
from  Alexandria,  in  June  1807 ;  the  Pompee  was  then  trans- 
ferred to  Vice- Admiral  Stanhope,  with  whom  we  find  Lieute- 
nant Carroll  saiUng  for  Copenhagen  in  the  course  of  the  fol- 
lowing month.  During  the  operations  against  that  capital, 
he  commanded  an  armed  tender,  employed  in  covering  the 
left  wing  of  our  army  from  the  enemy's  formidable  flotilla  ; 
with  which  he  was  often  warmly  engaged  f. 

Some  days  after  the  surrender  of  the  Danish  navy,  a  most 
alarming  fire  broke  out  in  the  dock-yard,  which  afforded 
Lieutenant  Carroll  an  excellent  opportunity  of  displaying  his 
activity,  fearlessness,  and  zeal.  Tlie  following  is  a  copy  of 
the  official  letter  written  by  Sir  Samuel  Hood  to  Vice-Admi- 
ral  Stanhope,  in  consequence  of  that  event : — 

"  Niival  Anoud,  Copcnhao-cn,  23(1  Sept.  180/. 
*'  Sir, — I  have  the  most  sincere  satisfaction  in  niakinj,'  known  to  you 
the  uncommon  exertions  cxhilutcd  in  cxtinguishini,^  the  fire  in  this  dock- 
yard last  night.  As  Major-General  Spencer  witnessed  the  whole,  I  shall 
have  only  generally  to  express  the  ardour  of  both  army  and  navy;  but  I 
cannot  allow  to  pass  over  what  more  immediately  came  under  my  notice 
respecting  the  navy :  Captain  Dacres,  who  was  near  tlie  spot  when  the  fire 
broke  out,  and  whose  activity  and  zeal  for  the  King's  service,  whilst  acting 
with  me  m  this  arsenal,  could  not  be  exceeded ;  to  bis  promptitude  in 
giving  orders,  his  personal  and  undaunted  conduct,  do  I  attribute  the  stop 
put  to  the  fire.  He  was  seen  with  Lieutenant  Carroll,  IMr.  Ives,  master  of 
the  Pompde,  and  many  other  brave  men,  hauling'  the  hot  shells  from  the 
flames,  whilst  others  were  hnrsting  round  them.  I  have  also  to  express 
what  I  haTC  noticed  in  the  activity  of  Captains  Arthur,  Bowles,  Sjjencer, 
and  Oeans,  whose  ships  were  in  the  arsenal.  They  particularly  aided  tlic, 
cxcrtiohB  uf  Captain  Dacres,  who  mentions  them  with  warmest  praisuo. 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  p.  HOI,  rtsa/. 
t  See  Suppl.  Tart  I.  pp.L'J8— i-'io. 
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The  two  latter,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  have  received  contusions  by  the  splint- 
ers of  shells.  There  were  many  other  officers,  duriuj?  the  fire,  who  gave 
every  aid;  but  it  is  impossible  to  speak  of  them  individually,  when  all  have 
a  claim  to  my  approbation.  Captain  M'Kenzie,  who  is  acting  as  commis- 
sioner, was  zealously  employed ;  and  Captain  Webley,  of  the  Centaur,  as- 
sisted in  carrying  the  necessary  orders  into  execution  with  promptitude.  I 
shall  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you  an  account  of  the  wounded,  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  collected. 

(Signed)  "  Saml.  Hood.'* 

In  1808,  Lieutenant  Carroll  served  under  Sir  W.  Sidney 
Smith,  in  the  Foudroyant  80,  on  the  South  American  station. 
His  subsequent  appointments  were,  about  June  1809,  to  be 
first  of  the  Achille  74,  Captain  Sir  Richard  King ;  and,  in 
Oct.  1810,  to  the  Gibraltar  flotilla,  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Penrose. 

At  this  latter  period,  Cadiz  being  closely  invested  by  the 
French  army  under  Marshal  Victor,  it  appeared  from  the 
geographical  position  of  the  neighbouring  country,  that  the 
most  eflfectual  mode  of  interrupting  the  siege,  and  harassing 
the  enemy,  would  be  to  send  detachments  to  various  parts  of 
the  Spanish  coast  ;  which,  by  occupying  their  attention, 
would  oblige  them  to  weaken  the  besieging  army,  in  order  to 
succour  the  points  menaced  with  attack.  In  furtherance  of 
this  principle,  a  motley  assemblage  of  troops  sailed  from  Gib- 
raltar, to  attack  the  castle  of  Frangerola,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  loyalist  party  at  Malaga,  just  after  Lieutenant  Car- 
roll's arrival.  The  conduct  of  the  expedition  was  confided 
to  Major-General  Lord  Blayney,  whose  force  consisted  of 
300  British  troops  ;  500  German,  Polish,  and  Italian  desert- 
ers; and  the  Spanish  regiment  of  Toledo,  by  which  corps  he 
was  joined  at  Ceuta.  His  lordship  embarked  on  board  the 
Topaze  frigate.  Captain  Henry  Hope  j  and  was  accompanied 
by  the  Sparrowhawk  brig,  Captain  James  Pringle  ;  together 
with  several  gun^boats,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Robert 
Hall. 

It  Laving  been  reported  at  Gibraltar,  that  much  dissatis- 
faction reigned  in  Malaga,  that  the  guns  on  the  Mole  had 
been  removed,  and  that  the  inhabitants  would  readily  unite 
their  efforts  with  any  force  that  might  be  sent  to  assist  them 
in  drivhig  the  French  out  of  the  town,  Cnptain  Hall  express- 
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ed  himself  very  sanguinely  as  to  the  possibility  of  carrying 
Malaga  by  a  coup-de-main  ;  and  he  proposed  that  the  troops 
should  occupy  the  enemy's  attention  on  the  land  side,  while 
the  ships  bombarded  the  town  to  the  eastward  ;  and  that  the 
boats  should  at  the  same  time  push  for  the  mole,  and  throw 
a  party  into  the  town,  to  favor  and  assist  an  insurrection  of 
the  inhabitants. 

"To  this  plan,"  says  Lord  Blayne}',  **  I  found  it  impossible  to  give  my 
approbation,  well  assured  that  no  inlellitrence  received  from  the  Spaniards 
was  to  be  depended  on;  and  besides,  there  beini^  an  extensive  plain  be- 
tween the  Rio  Grande  and  Malaga,  in  which  a  large  body  of  cavalry  could 
act  to  the  greatest  advantage  ;  and  ixs  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  enemy  could  immediately  collect  a  force  of  this  description,  it  seemed 
to  me  highly  imprudent  to  risque  encountering  it,  with  the  motley  troop 
of  foreigners  that  composed  two-thirds  of  my  detachment." 

These  reasons  induced  Lord  Blayney  to  determine  on  pro- 
ceeding to  Cala  Moral,  a  bay  between  Marbella  and  Frange- 
rola,  with  the  intention  of  attacking  the  latter,  the  possession 
of  which  would  be  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  his  future 
proceedings,  as  affording  the  means  of  receiving  regular  and 
certain  information,  as  well  as  of  organizing  the  peasantry 
(to  whom  arms  had  been  already  distributed),  and  command- 
ing  the  neighbouring  country. 

On  the  14th  Oct.  the  troops  were  landed  at  Cala  Moral 
without  accident  or  opposition  ;  their  subsequent  movements 
are  thus  described  by  Lord  Blayney,  in  an  official  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Gibraltar,  dated  at 
Grenada,  on  his  way  to  Verdmif  Nov.  8,  1810: 

•'  We  proceeded  over  a  difficult  and  mountainous  country,  until  wc 
came  opposite  the  castle.  Immediately  on  my  arrival,  I  sent  in  a  flag  of 
truce,  which  was  refused ;  and  the  enemy  commenced  a  heavy  fire  on  our 
gua-boats,  sunk  one  *,  and  killed  and  wounded  several  men  in  others ;  on 
which  I  advanced  close  to  the  works,  with  the  Germans  and  89th,  when  u 
warm  fire  of  musketry  commenced,  supported  by  grape  from  the  fort.  In 
this  contest,  I  lament  to  inform  your  Excellency,  IMajor  Grant,  of  the  89tli, 
was  mortally  wounded,  with  several  others.  We  succeeded,  however,  iu 
silencing  the  guns,  so  as  to  admit  the  boats  taking  a  station.  During  n 
severe  night  of  thunder  and  rain,  the  artillery,  consisting  of  one  32-pounder 
carronade,  two  12-pounders,  a  howitzer,  and  2  swivels,  were  landetl.  Early 
next  morning  a  heavy  and  destructive  fire  commenced  on  both  sides. 


Couimandud  by  Lieutenant  Frederick  Jennings  Thomas. 
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**  I  ascertained  by  our  advanced  piquets,  that  the  enemy  in  the  course  of 
the  night  had  received  large  reinforcements,  and  I  had  information  of  a 
considerable  army  being  on  their  march  from  Malaga,  under  the  command 
of  General  Sebastiani ;  I  accordingly  gave  orders  to  change  our  position, 
our  right  to  Frangerola,  and  left  on  a  strong  ridge  of  hills,  with  the  sea  close 
to  our  rear,  and  both  flanks  protected  by  gun-boats ;  a  position  I  con- 
ceived capable  of  resisting  any  effort  the  enemy  could  have  made. 

"  I  had  been  arranging  a  disposition  for  the  gun-boats,  when  I  heard  an 
attack  was  made,  chiefly  directed  against  the  left,  where  the  foreign  troops 
were  posted  ;  and  the  enemy  possessed  themselves  of  our  artillery.  I  in- 
stantly formed  the  S.9th  regiment,  consisting  of  only  280  men,  and  retook 
the  guns  with  the  bayonet.  On  the  left  an  irregular  force  advanced,  dressed 
precisely  the  same  as  the  Spanish  troops,  and  it  was  called  out  they  were 
Spaniards.  My  horse  being  previously  shot,  I  could  not  go  by  the  left 
sufBciently  rapid  to  ascertain  the  fact,  and  was  obliged  to  go  by  the  front, 
when  a  desperate  body  closed  in  from  the  left,  and  so  heavy  a  fire  com- 
menced, that  those  around  me  were  mostly  killed  or  wounded ;  here  a  warm 
contest  ensued,  chiefly  with  the  bayonet,  and  I  was  obliged  to  surrender, 
/laving-  but  nine  men  remaining  on  the  hill.  I  learned  afterwards,  with 
much  concern,  that  the  guns  had  again  been  taken,  and  the  troops  forced 
to  retreat.  General  Sebastiani's  conduct  to  me,  and  that  of  his  officers, 
docs  credit  to  his  nation. 

"  Captains  Hope,  Hall,  and  Pringle,  of  the  navy,  with  Lieutenant  Car- 
roll, and  the  ofticers  commanding  the  gun-boats,  performed  their  part  with 
the  zeal  and  intrepidity  which  has  hitherto  distinguished  that  service. 

(Signed)  "  Blayney,  Major-General." 

"  To  H.  E.  Lieut.-Cenerul  Campbell,  fyc,  ^c.  HfcV 

After  this  unfortunate  business,  Lieutenant  Carroll  was 
ordered  to  Cadiz ;  in  the  defence  of  which  city  he  continued 
to  be  employed  until  the  day  subsequent  to  the  battle  of 
Barosa,  when  his  boat  was  destroyed  while  leading  a  division 
to  cover  the  landing  of  a  storming  party,  on  the  north  side  of 
the  bay.  A  portion  of  the  services  performed  by  the  flotilla, 
between  Oct.  1810  and  Mar.  1811,  have  been  described  at 
pp.  323—326  of  Suppl.  Part  II. 

In  the  last  of  a  series  of  letters,  from  Sir  Richard  G.  Keats 

to  the  Admiralty,  detailing  the  co-operation  of  the  naval  force 

under  his   command,    with    Lieutenant-Geueral    Graham's 

army,  there  appears  the  following  passage : — 

"  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Carroll,  whose  conduct  on  all  occasions  has  been 
conspicuous,  having  had  his  gun-boat  sunk  before  Catalina,  and  thereby 
sustained  a  considerable  loss,  I  have  given  him  six  weeks'  leave  of  absence, 
and  with  it  my  dcBpntches." 
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The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  made  commander,  Mar. 
4,  1811  ;  but  he  did  not  hear  of  his  promotion  until  his  ar- 
rival at  the  Admiralty,  on  the  24th  of  that  month.  In  June 
following,  he  succeeded  Captain  Fellowes  in  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  Cadiz  flotilla,  which  then  consisted  of  twenty- 
five  vessels,  mounting  in  all  50  guns,  manned  with  650  sailors 
and  marines,  and  each  commanded  by  a  lieutenant :  the  first 
division,  under  his  immediate  directions  was  stationed  within 
range  of  the  enemy's  batteries  on  the  Trocadero,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  I'lsla  de  Leon  from  invasion,  and  the 
numerous  shipping  in  the  bay  from  fire-rafts ;  the  second 
division,  under  Captain  Frederick  Jennings  Thomas,  was  em- 
ployed in  guarding  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  watching 
and  harassing  the  enemy  at  Rota  and  San  Lucar. 

On  the  5th  Dec.  ISli,  Captain  Carroll  was  sent  with  seve- 
ral gun-boats  to  the  assistance  of  the  British  troops  at  Tariflfa, 
then  besieged  by  10,000  of  Marshal  Victor's  army  *.  After 
contributing  to  the  safety  of  that  place,  he  resumed  his  for- 
mer station^  and  continued  to  annoy  the  enemy  and  protect 
the  suburbs  of  Cadiz,  until  the  whole  of  the  French  lines  were 
abandoned,  in  Aug.  1812  f. 

We  next  find  this  officer  commanding  the  Volcano  bomb, 
on  the  coast  of  Catalonia,  where  he  again  highly  distin- 
guished himself,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  official 
letter,  addressed  to  Rear-Admiral  Hallowell : — 

*'  H.  M.  S.  Invincible,  off  the  Col  de  Balageur,  June  8,  1813. 

*'  Sir, — In  pursuance  of  your  directions  to  take  the  sliips  and  vessels 
named  in  the  margin  \,  under  my  orders,  and  co-operate  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Prevost  in  the  siege  of  the  fort  of  Col  de  Balageur,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you,  that  the  troops  wore  landed  about  noon  of  the  3d 
instant,  and  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  immediately  invested  the  fort,  tlic 
riflemen  of  De  Roll's  regiment,  and  other  light  troops,  being  pushed  close 
up  to  the  walls. 

"  The  fort  is  situated  in  a  most  difficult  pass,  through  which  the  higli 
road  from  Tortosa  to  Tarragona  winds,  and  it  is  absolutely  the  key  of  the 
only  road  for  cannon  into  this  province,  from  the  westward,  without  going 


•  See  Vol.  IL  Part  I.  p.  298. 

t  Sec  Vol.  L  Part  II.  pp.  442— 444. 

X  Thames,  Volcano,  Strombolo,  Brunc,  and  eight  gun-boali. 
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round  by  Lerida.  It  is  armed  by  12  pieces  of  ordnance,  including  two  10- 
inch  mortars,  and  2  howitzers,  and  the  surroundin;;^  lieights  are  so  difficult 
of  access,  that  it  lias  been  a  worlv  of  the  greatest  labour  to  establish  the  ne- 
cessary batteries  before  it. 

"  Two  six-pounder  field-pieces,  and  a  howitzer,  were  landed  on  the  even- 
ing of  3d  instant,  dragged  up,  and  placed  on  the  ridge  of  a  steep  and  rug- 
ged mountain,  to  the  S.  E.  of  the  fort:  two  12-pounders  were  added  to 
the  former  by  noon  the  next  day.  The  whole  remained  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Corbyn,  first  of  the  Invincible,  having  under  his  or- 
ders a  detachment  of  midshipmen  and  seamen  from  this  ship,  and  a  most 
excellent  fire  was  kept  up  from  them,  which  considerably  damaged  the 
defences  of  the  fort,  and  checked  its  fire  upon  our  working  parties. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  3  Spanish  24.pounders  were  landed,  and  2  more 
guns,  of  the  same  calibre,  from  this  ship,  to  be  got  up  by  the  high  road 
to  the  foot  of  a  very  steep  height,  on  the  crest  of  which  the  breaching  bat- 
tery was  to  be  constructed,  at  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  eastern 
face  of  the  fort. 

*'  In  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  instant  the  fort  was  summoned  to  surrender ; 
and  the  commandant  answered,  that  he  should  defend  the  place  committed 
to  his  charge. 

"  During  the  night  of  tlie  4th,  every  exertion  was  used  to  bring  the  guns 
up  to  the  hill,  and  to  complete  the  breaching-battery ;  but,  as  it  could  not 
be  completed  by  day-light,  the  men  were  withdrawn. 

"  The  seamen  and  marines  were  landed  early  in  the  afternoon  of  the  5th, 
and  carried  up  the  stores  for  the  battery,  under  a  brisk  fire  of  shot  and 
shells  from  the  fort. 

"The  3  Spanish  24-pounders,  notwithstanding  their  immense  size  and 
weight,  were  conveyed  up  the  side  of  the  hill,  over  ihe  most  difiicult  and 
rugged  ground,  by  the  united  exertions  of  the  soldiers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, under  the  immediate  direction  of  Captain  Carroll,  of  the  Volcano. 
Two  8-inch  mortars  were  brought  as  far  along  the  road  as  was  practicable 
before  dark  ;  and  the  iron  24-pounder8  were  conveyed  to  the  foot  of  the 
hill  as  soon  as  it  was  dark. 

"  The  work  of  the  battery  advanced  rapidly,  although  it  was  necessary 
to  fill  all  the  sand-bags  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill ;  and  I  was  in  confident  ex- 
pectation that  the  battery  would  open  soon  after  daylight ;  but  by  10 
o'clock  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  attended  by  the  most  violent  thunder  and 
lightning  I  almost  ever  witnessed. 

*'  The  quantity  of  ammunition  which  had  been  brought  up  for  the  batte- 
ry, lying  in  exposed  situations,  made  it  the  more  awful,  and  the  enemy 
kept  up  an  incessant  fire  of  shells  and  grape  shot. 

"  In  defiance  of  all  these  obstacles,  2  of  the  gun?  were  got  high  enough 
up  to  mount  on  the  platforms  ;  but  all  our  exertion  was  unequal  to  place 
them  there,  owing  to  the  violence  of  the  rain,  and  the  excessive  difficulty 
of  working  in  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night.  From  the  same  reason, 
loo,  the  mortars  could  not  be  brought  forward ;  and  after  a  night  of  the 
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most  excessive  labour,  we  had  the  mortificatioa  of  being  again  obliged  to 
retire ;  the  officers  and  men  being  (juite  worn  out. 

"  The  weather  continued  very  bad  until  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  instant, 
when  a  party  was  landed,  and  the  mortars  were  got  forward ;  before  day- 
light, the  seamen  and  marines  were  on  the  pile,  and  all  the  guns  were 
placed  on  the  battery  ready  for  mounting.  The  2  mortars  opened  soon 
after  daylight,  and  the  shells  were  thrown  with  great  precision,  by  Lieute- 
nant James,  of  the  royal  marine  artillery,  landed  from  the  Strombolo,  who 
worked  the  mortars  with  his  party ;  and  the  fire  from  Lieutenant  Corbyu's 
battery  was  resumed  with  excellent  effect.  This  united  force  made  very 
considerable  impression  on  the  fort :  an  expense  magazine  was  blown  up, 
and  the  enemy's  fire  was  very  much  slackened. 

"  At  seven  o'clock,  just  before  the  breaching  battery  was  ready  to  open, 
a  white  flag  was  shewn  from  the  fort ;  Captain  Stoddart,  of  the  Strombolo, 
and  Captain  Zehupfenning,  were  immediately  sent  to  the  fort,  and  the 
latter  returned  in  a  few  minutes  with  an  offer  from  the  commandant,  to 
surrender  the  fort  and  garrison  upon  conditions  of  marching  out  with  the 
honors  of  war,  the  officers  and  men  preserving  their  private  property. 

"  This  was  immediately  acceded  to  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Prevost  and 
myself :  the  fort  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  advance  of  the  troops.  The 
garrison  marched  out,  grounded  their  arms  on  the  glacis,  and  were  imme- 
diately embarked. 

**  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating,  that  during  this  service,  which  has 
so  much  depended  on  the  united  exertions  of  the  army  and  navy,  the  most 
perfect  cordiality  has  existed  among  all  ranks,  and  I  have  met,  in  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Prevost,  all  that  openness  of  communication  and  confidence 
which  an  acquaintance  with  the  character  of  this  excellent  officer  gave  me 
reason  to  expect. 

"  In  an  operation  where  the  laborious  exertions  of  the  captains,  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines  under  my  orders,  have  been  most  conspicuous,  I 
hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  having  gone  so  much  into  detail ;  but  it  is  my 
duty,  and  a  most  agreeable  one,  to  bring  under  your  view  the  praiseworthy 
conduct  of  all  ranks  and  descriptions.  I  must  particularly  draw  your  at- 
tention to  the  zeal  and  activity  displayed  by  that  valuai)le  officer.  Captain 
Carroll,  of  the  Volcano ;  his  conduct  was  the  admiration  of  every  body, 
and  he  was  ably  supported  by  Lieutenant  Pidgely,  of  the  Invincible,  and 
the  other  officers,  seamen,  »nd  marines,  under  his  direction.  From  the 
explosion  of  a  shell  near  him  the  night  before.  Captain  Carroll  was  obliged 
to  suspend  his  services  until  the  morning  of  the  7th  (but  I  am  happy  to 
state,  he  has  perfectly  recovered),  and  Captain  Stoddart,  of  the  Strombolo, 
succeeded  him  in  the  direction  of  getting  up  the  guns,  &c.  for  the  breach- 
ing battery,  and  deserves  every  credit  for  his  active  services.  I  am  also 
much  obliged  to  Captain  Badcock,  of  the  Brune,  for  the  assistance  he  af- 
forded me. 

"  I  cannot  conclude  this  letter,  without  calling  to  your  notice  the  inde- 
fatigable exertions  of  Lieutenant  Corbyn,  both  in  g«tthig  the  guns  up  to  the 
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battery  lie  commanded,  and  the  excellent  fire  he  kept  from  them  after- 
wards ;  and  I  feel  highly  gratified  iix  noticing  the  conduct  of  so  old  and  ex- 
cellent an  officer,  with  whose  value  I  am  well  acquainted,  from  a  service  of 
many  years  together. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the 
crews  of  the  ships  under  my  orders,  which,  considering  the  fire  upon  us 
for  so  many  hours,  is  unaccountably  small*. 

"  The  troops  under  Colonel  Prevost's  command  have  had  an  officer  and 
four  men  killed,  and  thirty-nine  wounded,  in  which  are  included  an  officer 
and  seven  soldiers  of  the  Spanish  regiment  of  Palina. 

**  I  have  enclosed  you  a  list  of  the  garrison  of  the  fort,  consisting  of  two 
lieutenants,  a  surgeon,  and  garde-magazin,  sixteen  Italian  artillerymen,  and 
eighty-three  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  llth  French 
regiment  of  the  line,  of  whom  two  were  killed  and  eleven  wounded. 

"I  likwise  enclose  returns  of  the  ordnance,  &c.  found  in  the  fort. 

"During  the  siege  of  the  fort,  the  gun-boats  were  stationed  in  Ampolla 
bay,  to  observe  the  road  from  Tortosa,  as  we  had  constant  reports  of  the 
enemy  being  in  motion  from  that  quarter. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  "Charles  Adam,  Captain." 

"Return  of  ordnance  and  ammunition  tahen  in  the  fort. 
"  2  brass  twenty-four-pounders,  mounted  on  travelling  carriages ;  2  brass 
twelve-pounders,  on  garrison  carriages ;  1  brass  eight-pounder,  on  a  garri- 
son carriage ;  2  brass  four-pounders,  on  garrison  carriages,  2  brass  ten- 
inch  mortars,  1  stone  mortar,  2  six-inch  brass  howitzers,  6  dismounted 
iron  twelve-pounders,  3  mortar-beds,  260  twenty-four-pounder  round 
shot,  40  twenty-four-pounder  grape  shot,  400  twelve-pounder  round  shot, 
220  eight-pounder  round  shot,  150  ten-inch  shells,  900  hand-grenades, 
22001b.  of  gunpowder,  92,000  rounds  of  ball-cartridge,  1000  flints,  30 
handspikes,  6  sponges,  4  ladles,  3  wadhooks,  97  boarding  pikes,  110 
muskets  complete  with  bayonets,  101b.  of  slow  match. 

(Signed)  "T.  Arabin,  Capt.  Roy.  Art." 

Captain  Carroll's  post-commission  bears  date  Dec.  6, 1813. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  war,  he  commanded  the  Re- 
venge 74,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  John  Gore,  and  employed 
in  the  Adriatic  f.  He  returned  home  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean in  the  Cyrus  20,  and  continued  to  command  that  ship, 
chiefly  on  the  Irish  station,  till  Sept.  1818.  He  was  nomi- 
nated a  C.  B.  Sept.  19,  1815. 

In  Aug.  1825,  Captain  Carroll  was  appointed  to  the  War- 


One  killed,  and  six  wounded.  t  See  Suppl.  Part  II.  p.  483, 
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spite  76,  fittinjy  for  the  flaj^  of  Rear-Aclmiral  Gage,  with 
whom  he  sailed  for  the  East  Indies,  Feb.  11,  1826. 

This  officer  married  Martha  Milligan,  eldest  daughter  of 
Rear-Admiral  Dacres,  by  whom  he  has  several  children. 
His  eldest  brother,  a  Lieutenant- Colonel,  commanded  the  6th 
Portuguese  regiment,  and  lost  his  life  from  fatigue  at  the 
battle  of  Thoulouse  :  Philip,  his  youngest  brother,  who  was  a 
Lieutenant  R.M.A.  and  aid-de-camp  to  Lieutenant-General 
Doyle,  of  the  Spanish  service,  perished  at  Cadiz.  His  sisters 
are  married  as  follow : — Elizabeth,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Milling,  81st  regiment; — Catherine,  to  Lieutenant-General 
Nelson ; — Mary,  to  Colonel  Stirke,  12th  regiment. 

Agent — J.  Hinxman,  Esq, 


FREDERICK  JENNINGS  THOMAS,  Esq. 

Is  the  second  and  youngest  son  of  Sir  John  Thomas,  Bart, 
of  Wenvoe  Castle,  in  Glamorganshire,  by  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  Parker,  of  Harfield  Court,  co.  Gloucester,  Esq.  His 
ancestor,  5ev[xx\-?c^-Harpivai/e,  of  Trcsimont,  in  Hereford- 
shire, married  the  daughter  and  sole  heiress  of  Thomas-a|>- 
Thomas,  of  Wenvoe,  and  took  the  name  of  Thomas,  which 
his  descendants  have  ever  since  retained. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born  in  the  New  Forest, 
CO.  Hants,  in  April  1787 ;  and  he  commenced  his  naval 
career,  in  1799,  as  midshipman  on  board  the  Boston  frigate. 
Captain  John  Erskine  Douglas,  under  whom  he  served 
nearly  six  years,  on  the"  Halifax  and  West  India  stations*. 
At  the  early  age  of  15  years,  he  displayed  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  promptitude,  at  a  time  of 
the  greatest  difficulty  and  danger,  as,  the  following  circum- 
stance will  shew. 

Although  then  so  very  young,  his  captain  had  marked  the 
high  opinion  he  entertained  of  his  ability  and  steadiness,  by  giv- 
ing him  the  charge  of  a  valuable  prize,  with  orders  to  conduct 


•  kScc  Vol.  I.  Part  H.  \^.  G51. 
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her  to  Bermuda.  After  parting  company  with  the  Boston, 
being  in  the  cabin,  he  overheard  the  prisoners,  who  were 
doubly  superior  in  number  to  his  own  people,  deliberating 
upon  a  proposal  made  by  one  or  two  of  them, — to  seize  upon 
the  ship,  and  murder  all  the  Englishmen  on  board.  With 
great  presence  of  mind,  Mr.  Thomas  immediately  called 
out, — "  The  ship  has  sprung  a-leak !"  "  The  ship  is  sinking ! !" 
The  captain  and  his  crew  thereupon  precipitated  themselves 
down  the  scuttle,  which  was  the  only  passage  into  the  cabin  ; 
when,  taking  advantage  of  the  confusion  he  had  created,  the 
youngster  jumped  upon  the  quarter-deck,  put  the  hatch  over, 
called  his  men  aft,  and  fired  a  6-pounder,  loaded  with  grape, 
through  the  skylight!!!  A  general  panic  instantly  prevailed 
below,  and  the  prize,  thus  timely  saved  from  recapture,  was 
carried  safely  into  a  British  port. 

During  the  long  period  that  Mr.  Thomas  served  under 
Captain  Douglas,  on  a  foreign  station,  he  never  once  failed  to 
volunteer  his  services,  when  any  thing  out  of  the  common 
routine  was  to  be  attempted,  however  arduous  or  dangerous 
the  enterprise.  He  consequently  assisted  at  the  capture  and 
destruction,  by  boats,  of  several  of  the  enemy's  vessels. 

We  next  find  this  promising  young  officer)  on  board  the 
Prince  of  Wales  98,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  Robert  Calder,  at 
the  capture  of  two  Spanish  line-of-battle  ships,  July  22, 
1805*.  Subsequent  to  that  action,  he  received  an  order  from 
Lord  Nelson  to  act  as  Lieutenant  of  the  Spartiate  74,  Cap- 
tain Sir  Francis  Laforey ;  in  which  ship,  he  bore  a  part  at  the 
glorious  battle  of  Trafalgarf.  The  appointment  he  then  held 
was  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty,  Feb.  14, 1806. 

The  Spartiate  was  subsequently  stationed  off  Rochefort, 
under  the  orders  of  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan ;  whom  she 
accompanied  to  the  Mediterranean,  in  Feb.  1808.  She  was 
afterwards  successive!^  employed  in  blockading  Toulon,  and 
guarding  the  coast  of  Sicily ;  from  whence  she  proceeded 
with  an  expedition  to  Calabria,  and  the  bay  of  Naples,  in 
June  1809:}:. 


•  San  Rafael  84,  and  El  Firme  74.    See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  p.  405. 
+  See  note  at  p.  1S8.  X  See  Siippl.  Part  I.  p.  89. 
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Lieutenant  Thomas's  next  appointment  was  to  the  Antelope 
50,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  John  T.  Duckworth,  and  then  about 
to  convey  H.  M.  Ambassador  to  Cadiz.  We  subsequently 
find  him  first  of  the  Nereus  36,  Captain  Peter  Hey  wood  j  but 
after  equipping  that  frigate  for  foreign  service,  he  was  sent 
from  the  Nore  to  riymouth,  with  directions  to  take  out  a  de- 
tachmont  of  seamrn  destined  for  the  flotilla  service  in  Spain. 
His  subsequent  services  are  detailed  in  a  memorial  which  he 
presented  sonic  years  since  to  the  government  of  that  country, 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  an  honorable  mark  of  distinction  j 
the  following  are  extracts  thereof : — 

"  The  Memorialist  arrived  at  Cadiz,  la  the  ship  with  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's Ambassador,  at  the  period  when  the  French  armies  invested  tlie  pro- 
vince of  Andalusia,  and  so  completely  environed^the  city  of  Cadiz  with  their 
cordon  of  various  out-posts  and  patrols,  that  to  obtain  information  of  the 
interior  movements,  or  intentions  of  the  enemy,  was  a  service  of  extreme 
difficulty  and  danger.  The  Memorialist,  nevertheless,  did,  by  his  influence 
and  exertions,  procure  certain  information  advantageous  to  the  cause  of 
Spain,  which  the  Memorialist  communicated  to  the  British  government,  in 
Dec.  1809;  and  the  Memorialist  voluntarily  undertook,  at  the  most  imml-< 
nent  risk,  the  critical  and  important  service  of  taking  a  survey  of  the  ene- 
my's lines  and  fortifications,  with  their  naval  situation,  and  forces,  and  the 
soundings  of  the  ground  they  occupied,  which  the  IMcmorialist  communi- 
cated, by  chart,  addressed  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and  which 
was  the  first  information  given  to  Government  of  the  approximation  of 
danger  to  the  city  of  Cadiz  ;  the  importance  of  which  communication  was 
duly  acknowledged  in  the  following  letter  from  Lord  Edward  O'Brien,  se- 
cretary to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  : — 

"  'Admiralty,  March  30,  1810. 

«« «  Sir, — I  am  desired  by  Lord  Mulgrave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  and  to  return  you  his  Lordship's  thanks  for 
the  important  information  it  contained,  and  for  the  chart  by  which  it  was 
accompanied.    I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  '  Edward  O'Brien*.'  " 

"  The  Memorialist,  through  the  same  authentic  channel  of  communica- 
tion, procured  various  intelligence  conducive  to  the  interest  of  Spain,  during 
the  war  in  the  Peninsula;  and  afforded  the  first  information  to  Government 
of  the  enemy's  intention  of  attacking  the  valuable  fortresses  of  Tariffa  and 
Ceuta,  and  which  intelligence  could  not  have  been  obtained  through  the 
medium  of  any  other  person.    The  enemy  having  subsequently  attacked 


It  was  shortly  after  the  date  of  this  letter  that  he  joined  the  Nereus. 
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the important  position  of  Tariffa,  was  repulsed  by  the  timely  assistance  and 
bravery  of  the  reinforcements. 

"  The  Memorialist,  while  strenuously  and  laboriously  exerting  himself, 
in  a  difficult  and  dangerous  communication,  to  ascertain  the  evolutions  and 
intentions  of  the  enemy's  land  forces,  was  likewise  arduously  and  unremit- 
tingly employed  in  counteracting  the  projected  enterprises  of  the  enemy  by 
sea ;  and  while  successfully  engaged  with  a  detachment  of  armed  vessels  on 
that  important  service,  was  fortunately  enabled  to  recapture  two  valuable 
Spanish  ships,  which  the  enemy  had  beguiled  under  their  batteries  by  the 
fiilsity  of  their  flag,  but  which  ships  the  INIemorialist  hoarded,  and,  after  a 
desperate  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  retook." 

In  towing  off  these  two  Spanish  merchantmen,  Lieutenant 
Thomas  sustained  a  galling  (ire,  for  four  hours,  from  the  bat- 
teries on  shore  ;  notwithstanding  M'hich,  he,  unsolicited,  re- 
stored them  to  their  owners.  The  merchants  of  Cadiz  subse- 
quently presented  him  with  their  thanks,  in  a  gold  box,  for 
his  "  energy  and  personal  risk  in  defence  of  the  trade." 

"  The  Memorialist  volunteered  in  every  hazardous  enterprise  to  storm 
and  destroy  the  enemy's  batteries ;  and  effectually  co-operated  with  the 
Spanish  commodore  in  preventing  the  enemy's  advances  to  the  city  of 
Cadiz. 

*'  The  IMeraorialist  was  indefaligably  and  successfully  employed  in  the 
important  and  distinguished  service  of  preventing  a  junction  between  the 
enemy's  sea  and  land  forces,  and  was  in  action  with  the  enemy  for  a  suc- 
cession of  several  weeks,  l)y  night  and  day,  in  the  performance  of  that  ex- 
Imusting  duty ;  and  by  a  long  and  vigilant  attention  to  the  important  trust 
reposed  in  him,  effectually  annihilated  the  enemy's  design  of  co-operation  : 
and  all  circumstances  considered,  the  boisterous  time  of  the  year,  the  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  nearness  to  a  dangerous  shore,  it  must  have  been 
allowed  by  every  seaman's  mind,  that  the  hardships  and  dangers  to  which 
tlie  Memorialist  had  been  exposed,  stood  unparalleled. 

'•  The  Memorialist,  vUh  the  persevering  resolution  effectually  to  coun- 
teract the  enemy's  maritime  operations,  by  a  close  and  rigid  blockade, 
remained  firm  at  his  station  during  n  tremendoiis  gale  of  wind,  on  a  dan- 
gerous lee-shore,  and  always  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  when  se- 
veral vessels  of  the  same  class  as  that  commanded  by  the  Memorialist 
foundered  at  their  anchors  close  alongside  of  him  ;  and  irrevocably  fixed 
in  his  determination  to  prevent  the  enemy  putting  to  sea,  successfully  car- 
ried on  a  system  of  rigorous  blockade,  by  which  means  only,  the  city  of 
t'adiz  could  be  considered  safe  from  assault;  and  the  Memorialist,  in  the 
execution  of  that  duty,  rode  out  a  second  gale  of  wind  in  the  same  situa- 
tion ;  but,  from  h»ng  watching  and  fatigue,  was  completely  exhausted  and 
oeverely  ill.  Nevertheless,  the  Memorialist  did  not  relinquish  his  com- 
tjiand,  and  while  doing  his  duty,  as  convalescent,  received  a  wounil  in  ac- 
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tion  with  the  enemy,  when  co-operating  with  the  Spanish  regiment  of  To- 
ledo, on  the  expedition  commanded  by  Lord  Blayney. 

"  The  Memorialist,  after  an  action  of  two  hours,  was  sunk  by  the  enemy, 
near  Malaga  • ;  and  tliough  wounded,  landed,  and  remained  with  the  army, 
then  engaged  with  the  enemy,  until  obliged  to  repair  on  board  the  com- 
modore's vessel :  the  commodore,  at  the  time,  having  made  the  following 
complimentary  communication  to  the  Memorialist : — 

"  Rambler,  W  A.  M. 
" '  My  dear  Thomas,— Your  firm  and  spirited  example  on  this  expedition, 
has  given  celebrity  to  your  character,  and  placed  your  merit  far  above  the 
reach  of  my  praise ;  be  assured  I  will  strongly  recommend  your  gallant 
conduct  to  the  commander-in-chief.    Very  sincerely  yours, 

"*RoBT.  Hall.'" 

"  The  commodore  ordered  the  Memorialist  the  temporary  command, 
and  the  Memorialist  remained  on  deck,  in  action  with  the  enemy,  until  the 
fulfilment  of  the  commodore's  orders. 

"  The  Memorialist  received  thanks  from  the  commander-in-chief  for  hia 
conduct  on  that  expedition. 

"  The  Memorialist,  after  his  vessel  was  sunk,  and  himself  wounded,  in- 
stead of  returning  to  England,  which  his  health  and  private  affairs  required, 
rather  chose  to  remain  in  Spain,  and  volunteered  immediately  repairing  to 
Cadiz,  to  solicit  a  command  in  defence  of  that  city,  which  was  then  closely 
invested  and  besieged  by  the  French ;  and  the  iMemorialist,  immediately 
on  his  arrival,  was  appointed  to  the  British  flotilla ;  and  conducted  a  suc- 
cessful attack  against  the  enemy  in  the  Cano  de  Trocadero,  the  night  he 
took  the  command  (of  his  division)." 

The  principal  actions  in  which  the  flotilla  was  engaged, 
from  this  period  until  the  battle  of  Barosa,  have  been  no- 
ticed at  pp.  323—326  of  Suppl.  Part  II. 

"  The  Memorialist  was  strongly  recommended  to  the  commamler-in- 
chief,  for  his  services  while  co-operating  with  the  army  under  Lord  Lyne- 
doch.  When  proceeding  with  an  expedition  to  co-operate  with  the  con)- 
bined  armies,  the  Memorialist  was  particularly  thanked  for  his  circum- 
spection and  foresight,  in  altering  the  course  of  the  British  flotilla,  when 
following  the  commodore  into  inevitable  destruction !  The  unskilful  pilot 
of  the  leading  vessel  having  run  the  commodore  upon  the  rocks  of  Suinti 
Petri ;  and  the  Memorialist  took  the  responsibility  entirely  upon  himiiclf  of 
conducting  the  squadrons  through  a  most  diflicult  navigation,  in  a  heavy 
guleof  wind,  without  a  pilot  5  and  fortunately  succeeded  in  anchoring  tlieni 
at  their  appointed  rendezvous,  in  time  for  co-operation  with  the  combined 
armies  :  and  the  Memorialist  flftcrwards  returned  to  afford  assistance  to 


•  See  Lord  Blayney's  official  letter,  at  p.  199. 
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the  commodore,  though  the  sea  was  so  rough  that  it  was  with  great  difli- 
oulty,  and  the  loss  of  tvvo  boats,  he  could  put  a  party  of  men  on  board ;  and 
the  Memorialist,  for  his  unsparing  exertions  on  that  occasion,  was  particu- 
larly thanked  and  recommended  to  the  commander-in-chief." 

Lieutenant  Thomas  was  advanced  to  superior  rank,  and 
appointed  second  in  command  of  the  Cadiz  flotilla,  Mar.  4, 
1811.  On  that  occasion,  he  removed  to  the  Rambler  gun- 
vessel  (rated  a  sloop  of  war)  which  had  hitherto  borne  the 
distinguishing  pendant  of  the  senior  officer,  from  whom  he 
received  the  following  handsome  letters,  accompanied  by  a 

sword  : — 

"  Cadiz,  ^pril2\,  1811. 
•*  My  dear  Thomas, — As  you  are  now  to  supersede  me  in  the  Rambler, 
you  must  allow  me  to  discharge  the  last,  though  not  the  least  satisfactory 
part  of  my  duty;  which  is,  that  of  doing  justice,  if  possible,  to  your  dis- 
tinguished services,  while  under  my  immediate  orders  ;  indeed,  my  gallant 
and  inestimable  friend,  you  have  most  honorably  supported  me  in  every 
enterprise,  and  in  every  danger,  through  a  series  of  the  most  imminent  and 
important  services  in  which  a  naval  officer  could  be  engaged.  Such  dis- 
tinguished conduct  fully  merits  the  highest  encomiums  fronj  my  pen,  and 
calls  forth  this  unfeigned  acknowledgement  of  my  gratitude  and  regard. 
I  will  deliver  over  to  you  all  the  orders,  &c.  to  morrow,  when  you  will  like- 
wise receive  my  public  thanks.    Believe  me,  very  faithfully  yours, 

"RoBEHT  Hall." 

"  Cadiz,  22nd  /Ipril,  1811. 
"  My  dear  Thomas, — As  I  have  now  relin(juished  my  command,  I  have 
to  return  you  my  public  thanks,  for  your  (listinguished  services,  while  under 
my  immediate  orders:  your  character,  for  courage,  fidelity,  vigilance, 
and  talent,  has  met  with  universal  applause.  As  my  supporter,  fjalhuit 
intrepidity,  and  sound  judgment,  marked  your  professional  condiicl, 
while  you  have  been  no  less  conspicuous  for  gentlemanly  deportment  and 
high  honor  in  private  life :  and  I  request  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to 
receive  the  accompanying  sword,  as  a  lasting  memento  of  my  grateful 
acknowledgements.    And  I  sincerely  wish  you  a  fortunate  issue  out  of  all 

your  services.    Believe  me  very  sincerely  yours, 

"  Robert  Hall." 

On  assuming  his  rank  and  command,  Captain  Thomas  had 
also  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  congratulatory  address  from 
the  officers  of  the  Cadiz  flotilla.  Tiie  unfortunate  result  of  a 
most  gallant  enterprise,  which  he  subsequently  undertook,  is 
thus  described  by  him  in  an  official  letter  to  the  flag-officer 
commanding  at  Cadiz  : — 

"Flotilla,  off  the  Gmdalqttiver,  JulyS,  1811. 

'Sir,— I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  the  5th  last,  when 
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reconnoitring  Rota,  with  part  of  the  division  of  flotilla  nnder  my  com- 
mand, I  received  information  of  a  French  armed  schooner  having  left 
Seville,  and  anchored  at  San  Luear,  with  property  on  board  to  a  consider- 
aljfe  amount,  belonging  to  the  French  army,  which  I  deemed  an  object  of 
stilficient  importance  to  authorise  my  attempting  her  destruction.  I  there- 
fore proceeded  with  gun-boat  No.  20,  and  the  crew  of  giin-boat  No.  5, 
commanded  by  Lieutenants  Style  and  Wrottesley,  off  the  Guadalquiver, 
where  I  was  met  by  the  Fearless  gun-brig,  Lieutenant  Le  Blanc,  who 
volunteered  to  accompany  me  on  this  service ;  and,  indeed,  from  whom 
I  received  the  information. 

"  I  anchored  the  gun-boats  a  short  distance  from  the  bar,  and  proceeded 
with  the  small  boats,  at  midnight,  and  succeeded  in  getting  up  with  a 
schooner,  which  was  conceived  to  have  been  the  object,  but  proved  to  be 
an  American.  This  greatly  detained  us ;  and  the  wind  unfortunately  setting 
in  strong  from  the  S.  W.  with  a  heavy  sea,  the  boats  were  hardly  able  to 
keep  their  ground,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  exertions  were  made  use  of. 

"  The  enemy  at  this  time  were  alarmed  in  all  quarters ;  a  strong  guard  of 
soldiers  was  put  on  board  the  schooner,  the  batteries  opened,  a  fire  of 
musketry  was  poured  into  the  boats,  which  was  productive  of  considerable 
loss  on  our  part,  and  mortally  wounded  Lieutenant  Le  Blanc  and  4  men  in 
my  own  6-oared  gig.  Notwithstanding  almost  every  man  on  the  larboard 
side  of  the  boats  commanded  by  Lieutenants  Style  and  Wrottesley,  were 
either  killed  or  wounded,  they  still  persevered  in  endeavouring  to  board ; 
but  the  wind  increasing  to  a  gale,  and  the  loss  sustained  in  killed  and 
wounded,  induced  me,  however  painful  to  my  feelings  to  leave  the  French 
flag  flying,  to  order  the  boats  to  relinquish  their  object,  and  gain  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river,  which,  from  the  wind  and  tide,  we  with  diiliculiy 
accomplished.  This  arduous  service,  in  which  we  have  been  employed,  has 
therefore  l)een  unattended  with  success  ;  but  nothing  was  wanting  on  the 
piirt  of  the  flotilla-men ;  their  conduct  was  admirable,  and  I  beg  leave 
particularly  to  notice  the  anxious  zeal  and  distinguished  gallantry  of  Lien- 
tenants  Style  and  Wrottesley.  I  am  also  particularly  indebted  to  Lieute- 
nant Stephens,  R.  M.  for  his  zeal  and  bravery.  I  herewith  enclose  a  list  of 
20  killed  and  wounded,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  Fredkuiok  J.  Thomas,  (^ommr." 

"  Rear- Admiral  Hon.  A.  K.  Legge** 

On  the  2nd  Nov.  1811,  Captain  Thomas  reported  to  thc» 
same  officer,  the  melancholy  fate  of  Lieutenant  Daly  and  25 
men,  who  were  hlown  up  in  a  gun-boat,  while  assisting  at  the 
destruction  of  several  of  the  enemy's  vessels  under  fort  Cata- 
lina.  The  body  of  the  unfortunate  gentleman  was  afterwards 
picked  up  near  Cadiz  light-house,  and  interred  with  military 
honors. 

Immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  the  enemy's  linos 
before  Cadix,  the  city  of  Seville  was  also  freed  from  the  in- 
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vaders  of  Andalusia,  by  a  combined  force  under  General  La 
Cruz  and  Colonel  Skerrett.  Captain  Thomas  **  commanded 
a  naval  detachment  on  that  expedition,  and  having  overcome 
a  multitude  of  difficulties,  while  beating  through  a  dangerous 
navigation,  disembarked  the  troops,  without  an  accident,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Wucha.  The  armies  immediately 
marched  forward  upon  Seville  :  he  volunteered  his  services 
to  accompany  them,  and,  anxious  that  the  navy  should  co- 
operate with  the  advance  of  the  Spanish  force,  undertook  an 
enterprise  to  accomplish  that  object,  which  fortunately 
proved  successful. 

"The  pilots  would  not  undertake  to  conduct  to  a  proper 
station  the  flotilla,  destined  for  that  service,  when,  avaihng 
himself  of  that  alternative,  which  the  necessity  of  the  case 
required,  he  pushed  the  gun- boats  through  by  Wucha  creek, 
dragged  them  through  a  gut,  and  joined  the  advance  with 
General  Dovvnie,  who  fell  at  the  assault  of  Seville,  covered 
with  honorable  wounds." 

The  French  were  driven  out  of  Seville  on  the  27th  Aug. 
1812;  and  about  that  period,  Captain  Thomas  became  the 
senior  commander  of  the  flotilla*.  He  subsequently  received 
the  following  letter  and  testimonial  from  his  worthy  commo- 
dore, with  whom  he  had  left  England  in  1810  : — 

"  My  dear  Thomas, — I  have  made  over  your  letters,  &c.  &o.  to  Roar- 

Adiniral  Liiizee,  who  has  now  relieved  me  in  my  command  ;  buc,  I  am 

happj',  before  I  leave  this  station,  to  offer  you  my  very  sincere  pfood  wishes, 

and  to  express  my  cordial  approbation  of  your  valuable  services,  and  to 

thank  you  for  your  attentions  in  all  parts  of  the  service  in  which  I  have 

been  personally  concerned ;  and  I  shall  always  hear  of  your  success  with 

the  sincerest  pleasure ;   and  remain  always,  with  great  respect  and  regard, 

very  truly  vours, 

(Signed)  "  C.  V.  Penrose." 

"  During  the  time  Captain  Thomas  was  under  my  command,  his  con- 
duct gave  me  the  most  entire  satisfaction;  and  he  had  opportunities, 
which  he  failed  not  to  seize,  of  evincing  the  greatest  intrepidity  and  sound 

judgment." 

(Signed  as  before.) 

We  next  find  Captain  Thomas  receiving  two  very  hand- 
some letters  from  the  flag-officer  at  Gibraltar,  of  which  we 
shall  here  give  copies : — 
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'*  My  dear  Thomas,— The  convoy  you  detained  has  arrived  safe,  with 
the  exception  of  one  American  ship,  which  is  just  entering  the  Gut,  and 
your  Sierra  Leone  brig  is  in  a  fair  way  for  condemnation.  Hcv  incom- 
para!)ly  well  you  must  have  disposed  of  your  forces,  to  have  intercepted 
so  large  a  convoy ;  what  an  extraordinary  good  look  out,  and  what 
vigilance  and  zeal  you  must  possess.  Instead  of  wanting  rest  after 
all  your  toils  and  dangers,  if  report  speak  true,  you  have  entered  upon  a 
new  and  laborious  system  of  catching  prizes,  extended  a  chain  of  gun- 
boats across  the  harbour,  and  anchored  yourself  in  the  middle,  so  that  no- 
thing can  enter  or  depart.  Highly  commendable,  indeed,  is  such  zeal, 
inseparably  connected,  as  it  is,  with  your  prudence  and  good  judgment ; 
and,  indeed,  every  body  speaks  of  your  moderation  and  kindness  with  affec- 
tionate regard.  You  do  well,  be  assured,  always  to  consider,  that  you  are 
in  a  friendly  port,  and  how  necessary  it  is,  rigidly  to  adhere  to  the  laws  of 
neutrality.  I  have  such  confidence  in  your  understanding,  that  I  am  sure 
you  cannot  mistake  those  laws ;  and  I  feel  such  security  from  your  Judg- 
ment, that  you  will  ascertain  what  is  the  proper  distance  to  be  observed  in 
the  detention  of  contraband  trade :  with  these  hints,  without  wishing  to 
altate  any  of  your  zeal,  I  shall  hope  for  a  continuation  of  your  success,  and 
remain,  very  sincerely  yours, 

"  Sam.  Hood  Linzee,  Rear-Admiral." 

"  My  dear  Thomas,— I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  you  are  appointed 
to  command  the  San  Juan, bearing  my  flag;  and  I  have  to  express  to  you, 
how  fully  I  appreciate  the  appointment  of  such  an  honorable  and  distin- 
guished officer,  and  one  who  possesses  my  confidence  and  esteem  in  the  full- 
est extent.  Whenever  you  can  leave  your  Cadiz  friends,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
see  you.    Very  sincerely  yours," 

{Signed  as  be/ore.) 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  memorial  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, which,  owing  to  the  luihappy  state  of  that  nation,  has 
hitherto  remained  unnoticed,  Captain  Thomas  asserts,  that, 
during  the  Peninsular  war,  he  was  at  the  storming  or  de- 
struction of  12  batteries;  and  at  the  spilling,  capture,  and 
destruction  of  several  hundred  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  up- 
wards of  150  sail  of  vessels  :  that  at  his  own  expense,  he 
fitted  out  two  armed  vessels,  resembling  in  rig  and  construc- 
tion the  French  privateers  of  Rota  and  San  Lucar,  which 
proved  a  great  protection  to  the  trade,  and  often  succeeded 
in  decoying  the  enemy;  that  he  co-operated  with  the  Spanish 
naval  and  military  forces  in  every  enterprise  undertaken 
against  the  French,  in  the  south  of  Spain  ;  and  that  the  then 
existing  government  particularized  him  in  a  vote  of  thanks 
for  his  "  patriotism,  bravery,  and  zeal." 
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The  services  of  the  flotilla  in  general  were  fully  and  grate- 
fully acknowledged  by  the  Aejantamiente  of  Cadiz,  in  an  ad- 
dress to  Rear- Admiral  Legge,  dated  Sept.  18,  1812,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract : — 

**  Cadiz,  free  from  the  treacherous  siege  with  which  the  enemy  lias 
molested  it  during  thirty  months,  now  enjoys  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
its  independence  secure  ;  and  a  wise  constitution  restores  to  the  Spaniards 
their  liberty  and  their  rights.  These  advantages,  as  well  national  as  allied, 
are  owing  to  the  hrave  defenders  of  this  island  ;  the  English  marine  which 
hath  taken  so  active  a  part  in  all  operations,  and  not  only  has  deserved  the 
esteem  and  gratitude  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cadiz,  but  also  hath  rendered 
itself  entitled  to  the  rewards  and  distinctions  of  the  EuuTish  nation.  If 
your  Excellency,  by  your  knowledge  of  the  merit  of  the  captains,  officers, 
and  ships'  companies  of  the  vessels  under  your  command,  especiullij  those  of 
the  flotilla y  and  of  the  great  fatigues  they  have  undergone  in  the  midst  of  tlie 
greatest  dangers,  would  be  pleased  to  intercede  in  favor  of  those  meiito- 
rious  officers,  the  city  of  Cadiz,  which  is  so  much  interested  in  their  wel- 
fare, will  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  rewards  distributed  as  a  recom- 
pense for  such  signal  services." 

To  this  the  Rear-Adiniral  replied  as  follows  :— 

"  The  services  of  the  British  officers  and  men  who  have  so  long  served  in 
the  flotilla,  in  whose  welfare  you  have  been  kindly  pleased  to  interest 
yourselves,  are  duly  appreciated  by  me,  and  I  have  not  failed  to  represent 
them  to  the  notice  of  the  British  government." 

On  the  25th  May,  1813,  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  military 
secretary  to  the  Marquis  of  Wellington,  informed  Captain 
Thomas,  by  letter  from  Matitta,  that  his  lordship  had  writ- 
ten, by  that  day's  post,  "  to  Viscoiint  Melville,  regarding  his 
promotion."  He  was  also  recommended  for  advancement  by 
the  British  Ambassador,  who  had  resided  at  Cadiz  during  the 
siege ;  the  following  is  a  copy  of  his  Excellency's  letter  to 
the  head  of  the  naval  department : — 

"  Mydear  Lonl, — I  hope  yon  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  take  in  transmit- 
ting you  the  enclosed,  frotn  Captain  F.  J.  Thomas,  who  commanded  a  divi- 
v.MX  of  gun-boats,  during  the  siege  of  this  place.  I  believe  there  are  few 
examples  of  a  more  arduous  service  than  that  in  which  Captain  Tlionias 
was  engaged  for  a  period  of  nearly  two  years  and  a  half;  and  there  is 
scarcely  an  inhabitant  of  C'tdiz,  who  cannot  bear  testimony  to  his  indefatig- 
able "xertions,  and  to  the  skill  and  gallant' v  ^i  Ich  he  displayed  in  all  liis 
encounters  with  the  enemy.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  I  may  be  allowed  to 
recommend  Captain  Thomas  to  your  lordship's  favorable  consideration, 
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and  I  need  scarcely  add,  that  his  object  is  promotion  to  the  rauk  of  Post- 
Captain,  &c.  &c.  &c." 

(Signed)  "  Henry  Wbllesley." 

"  The  Right  Hon.  discount  Melville." 

After  commanding  the  San  Juan  about  six  months.  Cap- 
tain Thomas  was  at  length  advanced  to  post  rank,  by  com- 
mission dated  Dec.  8,  1813.  He  returned  to  England  in  the 
Eurotas  frigate,  bearing  the  flag  of  Rear- Admiral  Linzee,  early 
in  the  following  year.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  although 
he  served  longer  at  Cadiz  than  any  other  commander,  he  is 
the  only  one  that  has  not  received  an  honorary  distinction. 
Captains  Hall,  Fellowes,  and  Carroll,  were  nominated  Com 
panions  of  the  Bath,  at  the  enlargement  of  that  Order  j  we 
rejoice  that  it  has  been  in  our  power  to  prove  that  Captain 
Thomas  was  no  less  deserving. 

Captain  Thomas  is  the  author  of  a  work  entitled  "  Eng- 
land's Defence."  In  1818,  he  invented  a  life-boat,  to  pull 
and  sail  at  the  average  rate,  with  three  keels ;  the  two  outer 
support  the  bilge,  and  will  prevent  the  vessel  fmm  upsetting 
or  sinking.  In  1820,  he  suggested  plans  for  constructing  a 
pier  at  Brighton,  similar  to  that  at  Hyde,  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  and  for  sheltering  it  by  a  breakwater,  to  be  formed  of 
forest  timber.  In  1821,  he  tendered  a  schedule  to  open  a 
communication  between  the  S.  E.  and  S.W.  parts  of  Sussex, 
by  means  of  a  bridge  across  the  river  Arun,  which  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  passing  through  Arundel,  and  there- 
by cut  off  a  circuitous  route  of  several  miles. 

This  gallant  and  meritorious  officer  married,  Aug.  7j  1816, 
Susannah,  d;iughter  of  the  late  Arthur  Atherly,  Esq.,  and 
sister  to  the  then  M.P.  for  Southampton.  Mrs.  Thomas  died 
July,  23,  1828. 


WILLIAM  HOWE  MULCASTER,  Esq. 

A  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Mditnrt/  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  a 
Knight  of  the  Portuguese  Order  of  the  Toirer  and  Sword. 

This  officer  is  a  son  of  the  lateMt;  Mr-GeiieralMulcaster,  R.E. 
He  was  made  a  lieutenant  earlv  in  1800  :  and  we  first  find  him 
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mentioned  in  an  official  letter  from  the  late  Sir  George  Col- 
lier to  Rear- Admiral  (now  Sir  Eliab)  Harvey;  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extract : — 

'*  Minerva,  off  Cape  Finisterre,  June  23,  1806. 

"Having  reason  to  believe  there  were  some  lugfger  privateers  in  Finis- 
terre  bay,  under  the  protection  of  the  fort,  I  last  night,  it  being  calm, 
despatched  two  boats  from  H.  M.  ship  under  my  command  to  scour  the 
bay.  From  among  the  volunteers  for  this  service,  it  fell  to  the  lot  of 
Lieutenant  Muicaster,  first  lieutenant,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Men- 
zies,  R.M.  to  command  the  cutter;  the  barge  was  directed  by  Lieutenant 
Ogle  Moore. 

"This  forenoon,  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  boats  returning, 
accompanied  by  five  Spanish  luggers  and  chasse  roardes,  mostly  laden  with 
wine,  bound  to  Ferrol  and  Corunna.  Lieutenant  Muicaster  speaks  very 
handsomely  of  the  support  he  received  from  the  officers,  petty  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  employed  on  this  occasion.  I  feel  I  should  be  defi- 
cient in  ray  duty  did  I  omit  to  state  the  circumstances  attending  the  execu- 
tion of  this  service,  so  creditable  to  Lieutenant  Muicaster  and  his  com- 
panions. 

"The  first  object  was  the  fort,  mounting  8  brass  guns,  24  and  12- 
pounders,  which  commanded  the  vessels.  This  was  carried  in  a  most  neat 
and  masterly  manner  by  the  bayonet  and  pike,  before  the  guard  had  either 
time  to  raise  the  drawbridge  or  discharge  a  12-pounder,  which  had  been 
brought  to  face  the  gate  (a  fishing-boat  having  apprized  them  of  the  ap- 
proach of  our  boats).  Part  of  the  Spanish  guard  laid  down  their  arms,  and 
are  now  on  board ;  the  rest  escaped. 

"  As  the  day  began  to  dawn,  and  as  the  men  were  mtich  harassed  from  a 
long  row  to  the  shore,  and  a  fatiguing  march  over  a  heavy  sand,  the  party 
were  obliged  to  confine  themselves  to  spiking  the  guns,  and  throwing  some 
of  them  into  the  sea,  ere  they  took  possession  of  the  vessels.  The  circum- 
stance from  which  I  derive  most  pleasure  is,  that  this  service  was  executed 
without  a  man  being  hurt  on  either  side,  although  the  boats  in  their 
return,  during  a  calm  of  near  three  hours,  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  a  2- 
gun  battery  on  a  hill  to  the  southward  of  the  town." 

This  was  consixiered  by  Earl  St,  Vincent  as  "  a  very  neat 
exploit,"  conducted  by  an  officer  whom  he  "  felt  great  pride 
in  acknowledging  as  an  eleve"  of  his  own.  On  the  29th 
July,  1806,  his  lordship  transmitted  to  the  Admiralty 
**  another  instance  of  the  enterprising  spirit  of  Lieutenant 
Muicaster." 

"Minerva,  off  Oporto,  July  12,  1806. 

"Finding  it  was  likely  H.  M.  ship  under  my  command  might  be  detained 
in  these  roads  a  couple  of  days,  and  being  informed  the  Oporto  and  Lisbon 
trade  were  hourly  expected  from  England,  for  which  several  Spanish 
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privateers  and  row-boats  were  lurking  in  Portuguese  creeks  and  rivers,  I 
determined  upon  sending  a  boat  to  the  northward,  and  at  the  soliiitations 
of  my  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Mulcaster,  I  despatched  him  on  the  9th  instant, 
in  the  barge,  with  his  former  companion.  Lieutenant  Menzies,  R.M.  who, 
upon  every  opportunity,  has  most  handsomely  volunteered  his  services, 
and  Mr.  Turrell,  midshipman,  to  cruise  a  few  leagues  north  of  this  port, 
with  the  hope  of  intercepting  some  of  the  piratical  cruisers  belonging  to 
Guarda. 

"On  the  evening  of  the  1 1th,  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  be  rejoined  by  the 
barge,  having  a  Spanish  lugger  in  company,  la  Buena  Dicha  privateer, 
armed  with  one  9-pounder,  blunderbusses,  and  musketry,  manned  with  26 
of  the  Guarda  desperadoes,  and  capable  of  rowing  20  sweeps. 

"  The  very  active  and  enterprising  character  of  Lieutenant  Mulcaster  will 
not,  I  trust,  suflFer  by  my  giving  you  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  the 
privateer,  which,  though  insignificant  in  herself,  is  one  of  those,  from  their 
peculiar  construction,  which  have  done  much  mischief  to  British  Oporto 
traders.  The  lugger  having  been  apprised  by  a  fishing-boat  of  the  barge 
being  near  her,  was  far  from  avoiding  the  contest,  which,  though  short, 
was  very  severe.  The  barge  advanced  under  a  discharge  of  grape-shot, 
from  the  prow  gun,  which  was  soon  cleared,  when  the  enemy  prepared 
to  defend  themselves  with  the  sabre  and  pistol,  which  the  activity  and 
resolution  of  the  officers,  seconded  by  the  boat's  crew,  soon  rendered  una- 
vailing. One  Spaniard  was  killed;  the  captain  and  4  others  miserably 
wounded.  The  regret  I  should  feel  on  any  other  occasion  is  considerably 
diminished  by  a  knowledge  of  the  character  and  description  of  the  people 
the  boat's  crew  had  to  deal  with ;  and  I  have  little  doubt  but  this  check,  so 
much  desired  by  the  British  factory  at  Oporto,  will  destroy,  in  a  great 
measure,  that  spirit  of  enterprise  \vhich  has  so  long  marked  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Guarda.  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  staling  Lieutenant  Mul- 
caster's  report  of  the  very  active  and  determined  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Menzies,  the  inferior  officers  and  boat's  crew,  after  a  fatiguing  row  of  near 
40  miles ;  and  am  sure  you  will  feel  equal  pleasure  in  a  knowledge  that 
none  were  killed  or  wounded. 

(Signed)  *'  C.  R.  Collier." 

"  To  Rear-admiral  Harvey." 

We  next  find  Lieutenant  Mulcaster  serving  as  first  of  the 
Confiance  22,  commanded  by  the  late  Sir  James  Lucas  Yeo, 
at  the  capture  of  Cayenne,  in  Jan.  1809.  The  following 
account  of  that  conquest  is  taken  from  the  London  gazette  : — 

"Admiralty  Office,  April  16. 

"Captain  James  Lucas  Yeo,  of  H.  M.S.  Confiance,  has  transmitted 
copies  of  his  letters  to  Sir  William  Sidney  Smith,  detailing  his  proceedings 
against  Cayenne. 

"  Having,  in  conjunction  with  the  Portuguese  land  forces,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Manuel  Marques,  taken  possession,  on 
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the  8th  Dec.  last,  of  the  district  of  Oyapok,  and  on  the  15th  of  the  same 
month,  with  the  Confiance  and  a  Portuguese  sloop  and  cutter,  reduced 
that  of  Approaque,  Captain  Yeo,  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  the  island 
of  Cayenne,  with  the  Confiance,  two  Portujfuese  sloops,  and  some  smaller 
vessels,  having  on  board  550  Portuguese  troops.  The  following  is  a  copy 
of  Captain  Yeo's  letter  on  this  subject  :— 

" '  H.  M.  S.  Confiance,  Cayenne  harbour,  \bth  Jan.  1809. 
*' '  Sir — My  last  letters  to  you  of  the  26th  ult.  informed  you  of  the  arri- 
val of  the  Portuguese  troops  at  Approaque.  On  the  4th  inst.  it  was  de- 
termined by  Lieutenant-colonel  M.  Marques  and  myself,  to  make  a  descent 
on  the  east  side  of  the  island  of  Cayenne.  Accordingly,  all  the  troops 
were  embarked  on  board  the  small  vessels,  amounting  to  550,  likewise  80 
seamen  and  marines  from  the  Confiance,  and  a  party  of  marines  from  the 
Voador  and  Infante,  brigs.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  all  dropt  into  the 
mouth  of  the  river.  In  the  evening  I  proceeded,  with  10  canoes  and  about 
250  men,  to  endeavour  to  gain  possession  of  two  batteries ;  the  one  fort 
Diamant,  which  command^  the  entrance  of  the  river  Mahuree,  the  other 
Grand  Cane,  commanding  the  great  road  to  the  town  of  Cayenne.  The 
vessels,  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops,  I  entrusted  to  Captain  Sulgado, 
of  the  Voador,  with  orders  to  follow  me  after  dusk,  to  anchor  in  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Mahuree,  and  wait  until  I  gained  the  before-mentioned 
batteries ;  when,  on  my  making  the  signal  agreed  on,  he  was  to  enter  the 
river,  and  disembark  with  all  possible  despatch.  I  reached  Point  Mahu- 
ree at  3  o'clock  next  morning, with  5  canoes ;  the  others,  being  heavy,  could 
not  keep  up.  We  then  landed  in  a  bay  half-way  between  the  two  batteries. 
The  surge  was  so  great,  that  our  boats  soon  went  to  pieces.  I  ordered 
Major  Joaquiu)  Manoel  Pinto,  vvith  a  detachment  of  Portuguese  troops,  to 
the  left,  and  to  take  Grand  C Mne ;  while  I,  accompanied  by  Lieute- 
nants Mulcaster,  Blyth,  and  Read ;  Messrs.  Thomas  Savory  (purser), 
William  Taylor  (carpenter),  George  Forder,  and  David  Irwin  (midship- 
men), proceeded  to  the  right,  with  a  party  of  the  Confiance's  crew,  to 
take  fort  Diamant,  which  was  soon  in  our  possession!  mounting  two  24- 
pounders  and  one  brass  9,  with  50  men.  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  Lieute- 
nant John  Read,R.M.  a  meritorious  young  officer,  was  mortally  wounded, 
as  also  1  seaman  and  5  marines  badly.  Tlie  French  commandant,  with  3 
soldiers,  killed,  and  4  wounded.  Major  Pinto  had  the  same  success ;  the 
fort  mountii|g  two  brass  9-pounders  and  having  40  men  :  2  of  the  enemy 
were  killed.  The  entrance  of  the  river  being  in  our  possession,  the  signal 
agreed  on  was  made,  and  by  noon  all  were  disembarked.  At  the  same 
time  I  received  information  of  General  Victor  Hugues  having  quitted 
Cayenne,  at  the  head  of  1000  troops,  to  dispossess  us  of  our  posts.  Our 
force  being  too  small  to  be  divided,  and  the  distance  between  the  two  posts 
being  great,  and  only  12  miles  from  Cayenne,  it  was  determined  to  dis- 
mantle fort  Diamant,  and  collect  all  our  forces  at  Grand  Cane.  I  there- 
fore left  my  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Mulcaster,  with  a  party  of  the  Confiance's, 
to  perform  that  service,  and  then  join  me.    Oa  arriving  at  Grand  Cane,  I 
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perceived  two  other  batteries  al)out  a  mile  up  i      rive*     >a  opposite  sides, 
and  within  half-gun  shot  of  eacli  other:  the  on^  on  im  r'^h    )ank  called 
Treo,  on  an  eminence  commanding  the   creek     ading  to      .yenne ;  tlia 
other,  at  the  opposite  side,  at  the  entrance  of  the  creek  It  ling  to      « 
house  and  plantation  of  General  Victor  Hugues,  and  evidently  erected  i  .r 
no  other  purpose  than  its  defence.    At  three  o'clock  I  anchored  the      an 
and  Vinganza  cutters  abreast  of  them,  when  a  smart  action  commencc<  <m 
both  sides  for  an  hour;  when  finding  the  enemy's  metal  and  position  so 
superior  to  ours,  the  cutters  having  only  4-pounders,  and  many  of  our  men 
falling  from  the  incessant  shower  of  grape-shot,  I  determined  to  storm 
them,  and  therefore  directed  Mr.  Savory  to  accompany  a  party  of  Portu- 
guese to  land  at  General  Hugues'  battery  :  at  the  same  time  proceeding 
myself,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Blyth,  my  gig's  crew,  and  a  party  of 
Portuguese  troops,  to  that  of  Treo ;  and  though  both  parties  had  to  land 
at  the  very  muzzle  of  the  guns  keeping  up  a  continual  fire  of  grape  and 
mutiketry,  the  cool  bravery  of  the  men  soon  carried  them,  and  put  tlie 
enemy  to  flight :  each  fort  mounted  two  brass  9-poundcrs  and  had  fifty 
men.      This  service  was  scarcely  accomplished,  before  the  French  troops 
from  Cayenne  attacked  the  Colonel  at  Grand  Cane.    Our  force  then  much 
dispersed,  I  therefore,  without  waiting  an  instant,  ordered  every  body  to  the 
boats,  and  proceeded  to  the  aid  of  the  colonel,  who,  with  his  small  force, 
had  withstood  the  enemy ;  and  after  a  smart  action  of  three  hours,  they 
retreated  to  Cayenne.    At  the  same  time,  250  of  the  enemy  appeared 
before  fort  Diamant ;  but  perceiving  Lieutenant  Mulcaster  prepared  to 
receive  them,  and  imagining  his  force  much  greater  than  it  was,  they,  on 
hearing  the  defeat  of  their  general,  followed  his  example.    There  was  yet 
the  strongest  post  of  the  enemy  to  be  taken,  which  was  the  private  house 
of  General  Victor  Hugues :  he  had,  besides  the  fort  above-mentioned, 
planted  before  his  house  a  field-piece  and  a  swivel,  with  100  of  his  best 
troops.    It  is  situated  on  the  main,  between  2  and  3  miles  in  the  interior,  at 
the  end  of  an  avenue  the  same  length  from  the  rivec ;  on  the  right  hand  of 
which  is  a  thick  wood,  and  on  the  left  the  creek  Foul  lie.    I  have  also  to 
remark,  that  there  is  nothing  near  appertaining  to  government,  or  for 
the  defence   of  the  colony.      On  the   morning  of  the  8th  I  proceeded, 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Mulcaster,  Messrs.  Savory  and  Forder,  with 
some  seamen  and  marines  of  the  Confiance,  and  a  party  of  Portuguese 
troops,  with  a  field  piece,  to  take  the  said  post;  but  as  my  only  object  was 
to  take  the  troops  prisoners,  by  which  the  garrison  of  Cayenne  would  be 
much  weakened,  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Mulcaster  in  my  gig,  with  a  flag 
of  truce,  to  acquaint  the  officer  commanding,  that  my  only  object  was  to 
take  the  post,  for  which  I  had  force  sufficient ;  and  though  I  might  lose 
some  men  in  taking  it,  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  result :  I  therefore 
rec^uested,  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  he  would  not  attempt  to  defend  a 
place  not  tenable ;  but  that  I  was  determined,  if  he  made  a  useless  resis- 
tance in  defending  a  private  habitation,  against  which  I  gave  him  my  honor 
no  harm  was  intended,  I  should  consider  it  as  a  fortress,  and  would  level  it  to 
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the  ground.  The  enemy's  advanced  guard  allowed  the  flag  of  truce  to 
approach  them  within  a  boat's  length  ;  then  fired  two  vollies  at  tiiem,  and 
retreated.  I  then  landed ;  but  reflecting  it  was  poMsihle  tliis  outrage  was 
committi  d  from  the  ignorance  of  an  inferior  officer,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Mul- 
castcr  a  second  time,  when  on  his  approaching  the  house,  tiiey  fired  tiie 
field-piece  at  him.  Finding  all  communication  that  way  ineffectual,  yet 
wishing  to  preserve  the  private  property  of  a  general-officer,  who  was 
perhaps  ignorant  and  innocent  of  his  subaltern's  conduct,  I  sent  one  of  the 
general's  slaves  to  the  officer  with  the  same  message,  who  returned  with  an 
answer  that  any  thing  I  hud  to  communicate  must  be  in  writing;  at  the 
same  instant  he  fired  his  field-piece  as  a  signal  to  his  troops,  who  were  in 
ambush  on  our  right  in  the  wood,  to  fire,  keeping  up  a  steady  and  well- 
directed  fire  from  his  field-piece  at  the  house.  It  was  my  intention  to  have 
advanced  with  my  field-piece ;  but  finding  he  had  made  several  fosses  in 
the  road,  and  the  wood  being  lined  with  musketry,  not  a  man  of  whom  we 
could  see,  and  the  field-piece  in  front,  I  ordered  ours  to  be  thrown  into  a 
fosse,  when  our  men  cheering,  advanced  with  pike  and  bayonet,  and  took 
the  enemy's  gun  :  they  retreated  into  the  house,  and  kept  up  a  smart  fire 
from  the  windows  ;  but  on  our  entering  they  llew  through  the  back  pre- 
mises into  the  wood,  firing  as  they  retreated.  Every  thing  was  levelled 
with  the  ground,  except  the  habitations  of  the  slaves.  As  we  received 
information  that  about  400  of  the  enemy  were  about  to  take  possession  of 
Beauregard  plain,  on  an  eminence  which  commands  the  several  roads  to 
and  from  Cayenne,  it  was  determined  between  the  lieutenant-colonel  and 
myself  to  be  beforehanc^  with  the  enemy,  and  march  our  whole  force  there 
direct.  We  gained  the  start  of  the  enemy  on  the  9th,  and  on  the  10th 
Lieutenant  Mulcaster  and  a  Portuguese  officer,  were  sent  into  the  town 
with  a  summons  to  the  general.  In  the  evening  these  officers  returned, 
accompanied  by  Victor  Hugues'  aid-de-camp,  requesting  an  armistice  for 
24  hours,  to  arrange  the  articles  of  capitulation.  This  being  granted,  and 
hostages  exchanged,  on  the  11th  the  lieutenant-colonel  and  myself  met  the 
general,  and  partly  arranged  the  articles.  A  second-meeting  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  12th  finally  fixed  them,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  J  4th,  the 
Portuguese  troops  and  British  seamen  and  marines  marched  into  Cayenne, 
and  took  possession  of  the  town.  The  enemy,  amounting  to  400,  laid 
down  their  arms  on  the  parade,  and  were  immediately  embarked  on  board 
the  several  vessels  belonging  to  the  expedition ;  at  the  same  time  the 
militia,  amounting  to  600,  together  with  200  blacks,  who  had  been  incor- 
porated with  the  regular  troops,  delivered  in  their  arms. 

"It is  with  pleasure  I  observe,  that  throughout  the  expedition  the  utmost 
unanimity  has  prevailed  between  the  Portuguese  and  the  British,  and  I 
have  myself  experienced  the  most  friendly  intercourse  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Manoel  Marques. 

"  The  conduct  of  Captain  Salgado  of  the  Voader  in  the  post  I  assigned 
him,  was  that  of  a  zealous  and  energetic  officer,  and  I  feel  I  should  do  him 
an  injustice  were  I  to  withhold  my  testimony  of  his  merit.     I  must  also 
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acknowledge  with  satisfaction  the  services  of  Lieutenant  Jozc  Pedro 
•Schultz,  who  landed  the  Voader's  marines,  and  indeed  every  individual 
ht»lonpinjf  to  the  Portuguese  squadron. 

"  It  has  always  been  with  the  highest  gratification  to  my  feelings,  that  I 
have  had  to  mention  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
of  the  ship  I  have  the  honor  to  command ;  but  during  the  whole  course  of 
ray  service  I  have  never  witnessed  such  persevering  resolution  as  they  have 
displayed,  from  the  commencement  of  the  campaign  to  the  reduction  of 
Cayenne. 

"To  my  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  William  Howe  Mulcaster,  I  feel  myself 
principally  indebted  for  the  very  able  support  I  have  received  from  him 
throughout,  though  it  was  no  more  than  I  expected  from  an  officer  of  his 
known  merit  in  the  service. 

"  Lieutenant  Samuel  Blyth  continued  his  exertions,  notwithstanding  his 
wounds ;  and  the  assistance  I  derived  from  his  active  intrepidity  can  never 
■be  forgotten.  **••«». 

"To  Mr.  Savory,  who  has  made  himself  remarkably  useful  on  various  oc- 
casions, and  who,  from  my  having  so  few  officers  on  so  detached  a  service  as 
this  has  been,  was  of  the  greatest  utility  to  me,  I  feel  myself  much  in- 
debted. •  •*•••. 

"To  Messrs.  Taylor,  Forder,  and  Irwin;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Sevestre, 
who  ijrtve  particular  attention  to  the  wounded,  my  warmest  thanks  are  due. 
It  is  but  just  that  I  should  take  notice  of  the  exertions  of  Mr.  James 
Arscott,  acting-master,  who  has  passed  for  lieutenant,  whom  I  left  in 
charge  of  the  ship,  and  who  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  confidence  re. 
posed  in  him.  The  Topaze,  French,  frigate,  appeared  in  the  offing  on  the 
13th,  with  a  reinforcement  for  the  garrison,  when,  though  with  only  25 
Englishmen  and  20  negroes,  and  no  other  officers  than  2  young  midship- 
men, Messrs.  George  Yeo  and  Edward  Bryant,  he  contrived,  i)y  his  skillful 
manoeuvres,  to  drive  her  oflf  the  coast*. 

"  As  to  the  seamen  and  marines,  all  praise  I  can  bestow  fall  short  of 
their  merit, /ro;»  the  \bth  Dec.  they  never  slept  in  their  beds ;  the  weather 
was  constantly  both  boisterous  and  rainy;  the  roads  almost  impassable  ; 
and  from  the  time  we  landed  until  tl\e  surrender  of  the  place,  they  had  not 
the  least  cessation  from  fatigue.*  ♦*«*«. 

(Signed)  "James  Lucas  Yeo." 

Tlie  total  loss  sustained  by  the  Confiance,  during  the 
above  operations,  was  1  killed  ;  2  mortally  wounded,  9  dan- 
gerously, 3  severely,  and  9  slightly.  Lieutenant  Blyth 
received  no  less   than  five  arrows  in  his  arm  ;  and  from  their 


•  Mr.  James  erroneously  states  that  Mr.  George  Yeo  had  charge  of  the 
Confiance,  see  Nnv.  /fw/.Vol.V.  p.  310.  Mr.  Arscott  obtained  tlic  rank  of 
lieutenant,  April  14, 1810;  and  died  at  Toignmouth,  Sept.  27, 1816. 
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being  barbed,  they  could  not  be  extracted  but  by  the  knife. 
The  Portuguese  had  1  killed  and  8  wounded ;  the  enemy,  16 
slain  and  20  wounded. 

The  following  copy  of  an  official  note,  and  the  extract  of  its 
enclosure,  will  shew  how  highly  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portu- 
gal was  pleased  at  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  South 
America :  and  the  various  marks  of  favor  which  his  Royal 
Highness  was  pleased  to  confer  upon  Captain  Yeo,  and  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Confiance,  in  consequence  of  their 
gallant  and  successful  exertions  in  effecting  the  reduction 
of  Cayenne : — 

"  The  undersififtied,  counsellor,  minister,  and  secretary  of  state  for  tlie 
departments  of  foreign  affairs  and  war,  has  the  honor  to  inform  his  Excel- 
lency Lord  Viscount  Strangford,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  plenipotentiary,  that  H.  R.  H.  the  Prince  Re^jent  of  Por- 
tugal, justly  appreciating  the  services  and  co-operation  of  the  Confiance. 
in  the  expedition  against  Cayenne,  the  conquest  of  which  settlement  was 
achieved  for  the  greater  part  by  the  valor  and  activity  of  her  officers  and 
men,  and  wishing  to  give  to  each  of  the  individuals  belonging  to  that  ship, 
a  mark  of  his  gratitude,  following  as  nearly  as  possible  the  usages  practised 
in  England  upon  similar  occasions,  has  been  pleased  to  order  the  gratifica- 
tions and  rewards  specified  in  the  enclosed  paper  to  be  distributed  among 
them;  and,  as  the  said  ship  is  to  depart  immediately  for  England,  H.  R. 
Highness's  envoy  at  London  will  receive  instructions  to  carry  H.  11.  High- 
ness's  commands  upon  this  subject  into  execution,  without  loss  of  time. 
His  Royal  Highness  hopes  that  Lord  Strangford  will  communicate  the 
subject  of  this  note,  as  well  to  his  court  as  to  the  commander  of  the  Con- 
fiance, in  order  that  he  may  announce  it  to  the  officers  and  men  previously 
to  the  departure  of  that  ship  from  Rio  de  Janeiro.    The  underi-igned  re- 
(juests  Tiord  Strangford  to  accept  the  assurances  of  his  highest  regard,  re- 
spect, and  consideration. 

(Signed)  "  CoNDE  de  Ltnhares." 

*'  Palace  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  ^usf.  21,  1809. 

"  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  as  a  special  and  singular  favt>r. 
not  to  serve  as  example  or  precedent,  grants  to  Captain  Yeo  the  permission 
to  wear  the  ensigns  of  a  commander  of  the  military  order  of  St.  Bento 
d'Avis:  Captain  Yeo  receiving  at  the  same  time  other  murk?  of  his  Iloyal 
Highness's  good-will  and  consideration •. 

"To  Lieutenant  Midcacter,  H.  R.  H.  gives  a  gold  <vvord,  with  a  suitable 
inscription;  to  Lieutenant  Samuel  BIyth,  the  sum  of  I ')()/.  for  ilie  pur- 
chase of  a  sword,  or  of  any  other  memorial  of  the  contjuest  of  Cayenne  :  to 


•  The  Prince  had  previously  presented  Captain  Vco  with  a  valuable  dia- 
mond ring,  from  u(T  his  own  finger. 
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Mr.  Thomas  Savory,  a  gratuity  of  100  guineas,  for  a  similar  purpose  :  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Sevestre,  by  his  own  desire,  the  Order  of  the  Tower  and 
Sword :  to  Mr.  James  Largue*  and  Mr.  William  Taylor,  the  sum  of  50 
jfulneas  each,  for  the  purchase  of  swords,  &c ;  to  each  of  the  midshipmen 
employed  at  Cayenne,  viz.  Messrs.  George  Forder,  David  Irwin,  William 
Moore,  Edward  Bryant,  and  George  Yeo,  a  sword,  with  the  word 
'  Cayenne,'  and  a  suitable  inscription  engraved  thereon ;  and  to  each 
individual  of  the  ship's  company,  a  large  silver  medal,  to  be  struck  in  Eng- 
land, to  commemorate  the  occasion.*  *  •  •  •  ♦ 

An  annual  pension  of  £14  sterling  each  was  also  given  by 
H.  R.  H.  to  5  of  the  badly  wounded  men  ;  and  all  the  others 
received  gratuities  varying  from  40/.  to  10/.  according  to  their 
respective  hurts ! 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  made  commander  May  13, 
1809 ;  and  appointed  to  the  Emulous  sloop,  on  the  Halifiix 
station,  about  Oct.  1810.  He  captured  i'Adele,  French  letter 
of  marque,  laden  with  cotton,  Aug.  26,  1811  ;  and  the  Gos- 
samer, American  privateer,  of  14  guns  and  100  men,  July  30, 

1812.  The  Emulous  was  wrecked  on  Sable  Island,  Aug.  3, 
following. 

Captain   Mulcaster's   next   appointment  was   about   Mar. 

1813,  to  the  Princess  Charlotte  42,  then  building  at  Kingston, 
on  Lake  Ontario.  His  promotion  to  post  rank  took  place 
Dec.  29  in  the  same  year. 

On  the  Gth  May,  1814,  only  22  days  after  the  launching 
of  the  Princess  Charlotte,  Captain  Mulcaster  received  a  dan- 
gerous wound,  when  in  the  act  of  storming  fort  Oswego,  the 
capture  of  which  has  been  related  at  pp.  216-217  of  Suppl. 
Part  H.  He  was  nominated  a  C.  B.  in  June  1815,  and 
granted  permission  to  accept  and  wear  the  insignia  of  the 
Portuguese  Military  Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword,  in 
Oct.  1825. 

Captain  Mulcaster  enjoys  a  pension  of  300/.  per  annum. 
He  married,  Oct.  13, 1814,  Sophia  Sawyer,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Colonel  Van  Cortlandt. 


*  Muster's-Mute. 
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JOSEPH  DRURY,  Esq. 

Assisted  at  the  reduction  of  Java,  in  1811  ;  obtained  the 
rank  of  Commander  Feb.  7}  1812;  and  was  posted  into  the 
Volage  22,  on  the  East  India  station,  Feb.  4, 1814. 


ALEXANDER  GORDON,  Esq. 

A  son  of  the  late  John  Gordon,  of  Balmuir,  Aberdeenshire, 
Esq.  by  Margaret  Stuart,  of  Duncarn,  Fifeshire,  a  lineal  des- 
cendant of  the  Regent  Murray. 

This  officer  was  born  at  Edinburgh,  In  May,  1780  ;  and 
we  first  find  him  serving  under  the  late  Vice-admiral  Thomas 
Pringle  at  the  defeat  of  the  French  fleet,  by  Earl  Howe,  June 
1,  1794  *.  He  also  witnessed  the  capture  of  three  republican 
line-of-battle  ships,  near  1*  Orient,  June  23, 1795  f ;  on  which 
latter  occasion,  the  Valiant  was  commanded  by  Captain 
(afterwards  Vice-admiral)  Christopher  Parker. 

From  that  ship,  Mr.  Gordon  was  removed  to  the  Asia  64, 
bearing  the  flag  of  Rear-admiral  Pringle,  with  whom,  after 
serving  for  several  months  on  the  North  Sea  station,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  the  Tremendous  74. 

Mr.  Gordon  had  not  been  long  at  the  Cape,  when  he 
received  an  order  to  act  as  lieutenant  of  the  Prince  Frederick 
(late  Revolutie  66)  one  of  the  Dutch  squadron  taken  in  Sal- 
danha  bay,  Aug.  18,  1796  J.  This  appointment  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Admiralty,  in  the  month  of  Dec.  following. 

During  the  last  five  years  of  the  French  revolutionary  war, 
Lieutenant  Gordon  served  under  the  lateVicc-Admiral  Edward 
Oliver  Osborn,  in  the  Trident,  64,  and  Arrogant,  74,  on  tiie 
East  India  station ;  where  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  the 
Dutch  Company's  armed  ship  Hartog  von  Brunswyk,  mount- 
ing 28  guns,  pierced  for  50,  with  a  conq)k>ment  of  320  men  ; 
the  Mongoose  brig,  of  14  guns  and  65  men;  a  brig,  name 
unknown,  of  6  guns  ;  theOnderneminglndiaman  ;  and  I'lJni, 
French  privateer,  of  30  guns  and  2I(">  uscn.     The  Mongoose 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Pftrt  1.  pp.  75-7H.        t  See  id.  p.  2K)  ft  aeq. 
\  2)cc  id,  p.  50  ('/  leq. 
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and  Onderneming  were  taken  by  the  boats  of  the  Arrogant,  on 
the  north  coast  of  Java,  May  IJth  and  25th,  1800. 

Lieutenant  Gordon's  next  appointment  was,  in  May  1803, 
to  the  Polyphemus  64,  Captain  John  Lawford  ;  by  whom  he 
was  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  the  Santa  Gertruyda,  a 
Spanish  galleon,  taken  off  Cape  St.  Mary,  Dec.  7,  1804.  His 
arrival  at  Plymouth  is  thus  noticed  in  a  letter  from  thence, 
duted  Jan.  10,  1805  :— 

"  The  large  friijate  seen  off  the  Sound,  in  tow  of  an  armed  ship,  after 
l)eating'  off  and  on  the  whole  <lay  and  night,  this  morning  made  some  pro- 
gress. At  11  A.M.  she  stood  into  the  Sound  and  fired  a  gun.  On  beino- 
lioiirded,  she  proved  to  be  a  Spanish  frigate  mounting  only  14  guns,  from 
Peru  and  Mexico,  bound  to  Corunna,  deeply  and  richly  laden.  She  was 
caplnred  by  thePolyphemu^-,  but  parted  company  in  a  violent  gale  of  wind 
on  the  Ifith  ult.,  since  which  she  has  experienced  very  bad  weather,  carried 
away  her  main-must,  and  hud  her  rudder  choked.  She  fell  in  with,  a  few 
(lays  since,  the  Harriet  armed  defence  ship,  which  took  her  in  tow ;  and  has 
been  beating  about  the  Channel  ever  since.  The  Spanish  captain  speaks  in 
the  highest  terms  of  the  attention  and  politeness  of  Lieutenant  Gordon,  and 
the  nautical  skill  he  displayed  when  the  ship  carried  away  her  main-mast, 
and  was  labouring  very  much,  with  the  rudder  choked,  in  the  gale  on 
Christmas  day." 

We  have  been  informed,  since  the  publication  of  Vice- 
Adniiral  Lawford's  memoir  *,  that  the  Santa  Gertruyda  lost 
her  rudder  and  was  totally  dismasted,  after  she  parted  com- 
pany with  the  ship  appointed  to  see  her  into  port ;  also  that 
a  new  rudder  had  been  constructed,  and  jury-masts-rigged, 
before  she  fell  in  with  the  Harriet. 

The  Polyphemus,  at  this  period,  formed  part  of  the  squad- 
ron employed  off  Cadiz,  under  the  orders  of  Sir  John  Orde, 
who  was  directed  by  the  Admiralty  to  promote  her  first  lieu- 
tenant, whenever  an  opportunity  should  offer.  Instead  of 
doing  so,  however,  the  Vice- Admiral  shortly  afterwards  gave 
the  command  of  the  Wasp  sloop  to  one  of  his  own  officers, 
and  appointed  Lieutenant  Gordon  to  succeed  him  in  the 
Glory  98,  from  which  ship  he  was  again  removed  to  the 
Polyphemus,  on  a  change  taking  place  in  the  naval  adminis- 
tration, occasioned  by  Lord  Melville's  retirement. 

With  the  exception  of  his  being  obliged  to  leave  the  latter 
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ship,  through  ill-health,  about  a  week  previous  to  the  battle 
of  Trafalgar,  we  find  no  further  mention  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  until  he  was  made  commander,  and  appointed  to  the 
Moselle  brig,  of  18  guns,  January  22,  1806.  In  the  course 
of  that  year,  he  successively  visited  the  Western  Islands, 
Barbadoes,  the  coast  of  America,  and  Halifax.  In  1807,  he 
appears  to  have  been  very  actively  employed  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean station. 

The  Moselle  was  afterward  sent  to  Jamaica,  from  whence 
Captain  Gordon  returned  home,  invalided,  towards  the  close 
of  1808.  His  next  appointment  was,  about  Dec.  1809,  to 
the  Rattler  sloop,  then  employed  in  convoying  transports  to 
and  from  Lisbon  ;  but  subsequently  attach^?d  to  the  squadron 
under  Vice-admiral  Sawyer,  on  the  North  American  station. 
In  1812,  and  the  following  year,  Captain  Gordon  com- 
manded a  small  detachment  in  the  bay  of  Fundy,  where  the 
Rattler  and  her  consorts  made  many  prizes,  principally 
American  merchantmen.  In  May,  1813,  he  addressed  the 
following  letter  to  the  senior  officer  off  Boston  : — 

"Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  that  H.  M.  S.  under  my  command  drove  on  shore,  and 
captured,  on  the  19th  instant,  off  Kenchank,  the  private  armed  ship  Alex- 
ander, of  18  guns,  returning  to  Salem  from  a  cruise  of  10  weeks.  The 
Alexander  is  a  remarkably  fine  ship,  four  years  old,  and  was  considered  the 
fastest  sailing  privateer  out  of  the  United  States  ;  she  left  Salem  with  a 
crew  of  127  men,  but  had  only  about  /O  remaining  at  the  time  of  her  cap- 
ture, the  greatest  part  of  whom  tnade  their  escape  on  her  getting  a-ground, 
and  several  were  drowned  in  their  attempt  to  swim  from  her.  H.M.  schooner 
Bream,  contributed  much  to  our  assistance  in  getting  the  ship  off,  and,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  with  hardly  any  injury. 

'  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  the  senior  ofliccr  at  Halifax,  my  having; 
chased  onshore,  near  Bayley's  Mistake,  the  American  privateer  schooner 
Gallynippee,  of  2  long  C-pounders  and  36  men,  on  the  2d  inst.  and  of  her 
being  in  that  situation  attacked  and  destroyed  by  the  boats  of  H.  M.  ship,  in 
charge  of  Mr.  James  Cutlip,  acting  master.    I  have  the  honor  to  he,  >\:c'. 

(Signed)  "  Alex.  GonnoN." 

"  To  thi;  Hon.  T.  B.  Capel,  Captain  H.  M.  S.  hi  ffo^ue  " 

Several  otber  small  privateers  were  likewise  destroyed  by 

the  boats  of  the  Rattler,  din*ing  her  stay  in  the  bay  of  Fiiiuly. 

On  the  28th  June,  1813,  Captain  Ciordon  was  removed  to 

the  Chesapeake  frigate,  then  just  captured  by  the  Shannon  ; 

and  he  continued  to  command  that  ship  until  she  was  ordered 
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to  England;  when  he  exchanged  with  Captain  Burdett,  of  the 
Maidstone  36.  His  subsequent  appointments  were  to  the 
Superb  74,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  Commodore  Hotham, 
off  New  London  j  and  the  Narcissus  32,  also  on  the  American 
station ;  from  whence  he  returned  home  about  Mar.  1815. 
His  post  commission  bears  date  Feb.  10,  1814. 

Captain  Gordon  married,  Nov.  6,  1821,  Mary  Elizabeth, 
only  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Ernest  Gordon,  Bart,  of  Park, 
CO.  Banff,  N.  B.  One  of  his  brothers,  a  captain  in  the  87th 
regiment,  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  storming  of  Monte 
Video  ;  another  held  the  same  rank  in  the  "  Queen's  Own," 
and  died  of  yellow  fever,  at  Barbadoes,  in  1815. 

Jgents.— Messrs.  Maude  &  Co. 


ri     .'.I''! 


FREDERICK  HICKEY,  Esq. 

Was  born  Aug.  22, 1775*  He  entered  the  navy  as  a  mid- 
shipman on  board  the  Porcupine  24,  in  1 787 ;  a«d  served 
in  that  ship,  under  Captains  Lambert  Brabazon  and  George 
Martin,  on  the  Irish  and  Scotch  stations,  until  1792 ;  when  he 
was  removed  to  the  Lion  64,  commanded  by  Sir  Erasmus 
Gower,  and  fitting  for  the  reception  of  Lord  Macartney,  who 
was  then  about  to  proceed  on  an  embassy  to  the  court  of 
Pekin  *.  During  the  voyage  from  Batavia  to  the  Yellow  Sea, 
he  appears  to  have  been  occasionally  employed  in  the  Cla- 
rence and  Jackall  tenders  f. 

On  his  return  home  from  China,  Mr.  Hickey  was  imme- 
diately promoted  into  the  Hind  28,  of  which  frigate  he  served 
as  first  lieutenant,  under  Captains  Richard  Lee  and  John 
Bazely,  until  the  latter  was  turned  on  shore,  with  all  his  offi- 
cers, during  the  general  mutiny  at  Spithead,  in  1797-  This 
measure,  we  should  observe,  was  not  adopted  by  the  Hind's 
ci-cw  on  account  of  ill  treatment,  or  any  other  grievance ;  but 
solely  in  consequence  of  two  larger  ships  having  anchored 
near,  and  threatened  to  fire  into  her,  if  she  did  not  follow 
their  example. 


•  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  note  f  "t  P-  <>36,  ei  teq 
t  See  irf.  note  at  p.  639. 
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Our  reiulers  will  remember,  that  the  insurrection  at  Spit- 
head  was  followed  by  one  of  a  still  more  alarming  nature 
among  the  seamen  of  the  North  Sea  fleet ;  and  that  a  for- 
midable force  was  ordered  to  be  equipped  in  the  river  Thames, 
for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  seamen  at  the  Nore  to  sub- 
mission. Lieutenant  Hickey,  being  then  unemployed,  lost 
no  time  in  tendering  his  services,  which  were  immediately 
accepted.  He  was  at  first  nominated  to  the  command  of  a 
gun- vessel,  under  the  orders  of  Sir  Erasmus  Gower  ;  but  ul- 
timately appointed  to  the  Neptune  9S,  bearing  that  officer's 
broad  pendant,  and  manned  with  volunteers  raised  by  the 
merchants  of  London  *. 

After  the  suppression  of  this  second  mutiny,  and  the  trial 
and  punishment  of  the  principal  offenders,  the  Neptune  joined 
the  Channel  fleet,  as  a  private  ship,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  Erasmus  Gower,  who  continued  in  her  until  his  promotion 
to  the  rank  of  Rear- Admiral,  Feb.  14,  1799.  She  was  sub- 
sequently employed,  for  a  short  time,  on  the  Mediterranean 
station  f. 

In  1800,  Mr.  Hickey  was  appointed  to  the  Waakzaamhcid 
26,  Captain  David  Atkins,  with  whom  he  removed,  as  first 
lieutenant,  to  the  Princess  Royal  98,  bearing  the  flag  of  their 
mutual  friend,  Sir  Erasmus  Gower,  about  Feb.  1801. 

The  Princess  Royal  formed  part  of  the  squadron  under  Sir 
Andrew  Mitchell,  during  the  mutiny  in  Bantry  bay  | ;  and 
was  paid  off  on  her  return  from  Ireland,  early  in  1802.  A 
grand  promotion  was  then  about  to  take  place,  in  consequence 
of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  and  it  w;is  naturally  supposed  that 
Mr.  Hickey  would  be  included  therein:  Earl  St.  Vincent, 
however,  decided  otherwise,  and  he  had  the  mortification  to 
see  a  junior  officer  made  commander,  while  he  himself  was 
reduced  to  the  situation  of  a  half- pay  lieutenant.  His  fortu- 
nate messmate  was  the  late  Captain  Edwards  liloyd  Graham, 
who  had  very  recently  joined  the  ship  from  Haslar  hospital, 
and  never  been  under  sail  in  her. 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  p.  Ifi2.  t  Set;  id.  p.  208. 

:  See  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  p.  (J/O,  rf  my. 
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Previous  to  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  Mr.  Hickey  Avas 
offered  an  appointment,  as  senior  lieutenant,  to  tlie  Britannia 
of  100  guns,  which  he  accepted,  on  being  told  by  Captain 
Markham,  then  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  that,  in  the  event  of 
a  war,  it  would  certainly  ensure  his  promotion.  The  Britan- 
nia was  at  that  time  intended  for  Captain  James  Vashon,  (Sir 
Erasmus  Govver's  successor  in  the  Neptune)  ;  but,  by  a  sub- 
secjuent  arrangement,  Mr.  Mickey's  expectations  were  again 
defeated. 

The  Britannia  had  not  been  commissioned  above  6  or  7 
weeks,  when  the  Earl  of  Northesk  arrived,  and  took  the  com- 
mand of  her,  bringing  with  him  an  old  follower,  senior  in  rank 
to  Mr.  Hickey.  His  lordship  expressed  himself  highly 
pleased  with  the  forward  stale  of  the  ship ;  informed  the 
hitherto  executive  officer,  that  he  was  much  esteemed  at  the 
Admiralty  ;  and  told  him  that  he  should  be  happy  (if  he  would 
remain  as  second  lieutenant)  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  serve 
him,  as  soon  as  the  first  was  provided  for.  This  was  very 
natural  on  the  part  of  the  Earl,  but  by  no  means  palatable 
to  Mr  Hickey,  who  shortly  afterwards  joined  the  Fisgard 
frigate,  at  the  particular  request  of  her  captain.  Lord  Mark 
Kerr,  one  of  his  earliest  shipmates  and  friends  *.  We  next 
find  him  in  the  Isis  50,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  Erasmus 
Gower,  on  the  Newfoundland  station,  where  he  continued 
until  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  commander,  Jan.  22, 
1806. 

In  April,  1807,  Captain  Hickey  was  appointed  to  the  /vta- 
lante  sloop,  building  at  Bermuda ;  and  previous  to  her  being 
launched,  he  appears  to  have  held  the  acting  conuiumd,  for 
short  periods,  of  the  Squirrel  24,  and  I'Observateurbrig,  both 
on  the  Halifax  station. 

lu  July,  1812,  the  Atalante  captured  a  ship  of  359  tons, 
from  Civita  Vecchia,  bound  to  Salem,  laden  with  wines, 
hrandy,  silks,  and  sundries.  In  Dec.  following,  she  took  the 
Tulip,  American  letter  of  marque  ;  and  in  May,  1813,  we 
find  her  toivhig  into  Halifax  harbour  five  other  prizes,  huh^n 


*  See  V(»l.  I.  I'iirt  11.  p.  T^2,  rlxo/. 
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with  cotton,  indigo,  &c.  During  the  whole  of  her  career, 
she  was  always  most  actively  employed,  either  in  cruising 
against  the  enemy ;  in  affording  protection  to  the  trade  be- 
tween Nova  Scot'?,  and  the  West  Indies,  or  in  the  blockade 
of  the  American  ports.  The  following  letter  was  addressed 
to  Captain  Hickey,  by  his  ship's  company,  in  Feb.  1813  :•— 

"  Sir, — Perceiving  by  the  Halifax  newspaper,  that  a  scandalous  report 
(far  from  the  character  of  British  seamen)  has  arisen,  that  the  crew  of  H. 
M.  S.  Orpheus,  and  other  ships  on  this  station,  would  not  fight  in  case  of 
falling  in  with  an  American  frigate,  and  having  read  the  letter  from  the 
crew  of  the  Orpheus  to  Lieut.  Fayrer,  for  the  information  of  Captain 
Plgot  *,  the  crew  of  the  Atalante  do  most  readily  coincide  in  their  com- 
rades' representation,  and  their  loyal  disposition  for  their  King  and  Coun- 
try ;  and  beg  it  may  be  made  known  also,  that  should  an  opportunity  occur, 
the  Atalante  will  never  surrender,  even  to  a  superiority  of  force ;  thut  all 
on  board  are  loyal  and  true,  and  have  devoted  their  lives  to  the  service  of 
their  beloved  Country." 

(Signed  by  17  petty  and  non-commissioned  officers). 

The  subsequent  loss  of  the  Atalante,  is  thus  described  by 
Captain  Hickey : — 

"  On  Thursday  the  4th  Nov.  1813,  having  received  orders  from  Cap- 
tain Oliver,  of  H.  M.  S.  Valiant,  to  proceed  to  Halifax  with  despatches,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  completing  provisions  and  getting  new  cables,  I  sailed 
from  off  New  London  about  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  having  then  not 
quite  14  days'  provisions  on  board.  At  day-light  on  Monday  morning, 
the  land  was  discovered  between  Cape  Sable  and  Shelburne,  bearing  from 
N.  N.  W.  to  N.  W.  by  N.,  distant  about  7  or  8  miles.  At  8  A.  M.  on 
Monday,  the  weather  became  foggy,  and  we  lost  sight  of  the  land.  At 
noon,  same  day,  the  weather  was  quite  thick  and  hazy,  very  little  wind  be- 
tween S.  S.  W.  and  W.  S.  W.,  steered  N.  E.  by  E.  and  N.  E.  by  E.  i  E„ 
sounding  frequently — made  but  24  miles  distance  in  24  hours,  and  the 
soundings  corresponding  with  the  chart.  The  whole  of  Tuesday  thick  fog- 
gy weather;  continued  to  steer  N.  E.  by  E.  till  6  P.  M.,  when  the  course 
was  altered  to  E.  N.  E.  Moderate  breezes,  the  ship  going  from  4  to  5 
knots,  the  deep-sea  lead  kept  going  every  two  hours  until  4  A.  M.  on 
Wednesday,  after  which  it  was  hove  every  hour.  At  day-light  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  officer  of  the  watch  called  me  and  reported  the  soundings,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection  61  fathoms  :  I  then  judged  we  must  be  ap- 
proaching Sambro  light-house,  and  directed  a  fog  signal-gun  to  be  fired, 
which  I  repeated  at  intervals  of  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the  ship  goiuj,' 
under  easy  sail  (top-sails  and  jib  only),  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  knots. 


•  See  Nav.  Chron.  v.  29,  p.  195. 
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At  about  8-16  A.  M.,  the  report  of  a  gun  was  heanl  in  the  N  N.  W.,  sup- 
posed to  be  from  the  lipfht-houae ;  sounded  in  46  fathotns,  and  continued 
to  fire  guns,  which  were  answered  till  past  9  o'clock.  At  9,  sounded  in 
38  fathoms,  set  top-gallant-sails,  and  stood  in  to  make  the  land,  steering 
about  N.  N.  E.,  aman  looking  out  on  the  jib-boom -e  'd,  another  at  the  bow- 
sprit-end, and  a  good  leadsniiAU  in  the  chains,  expecting  the  fog  would 
clear  sufficiently,  as  we  approached  the  shore,  to  see  any  danger  that  might 
present  itself.  Not  hearing  any  guns  fired  in  answer  to  ours  for  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  before  the  ship  struck,  I  considered  her  sufficiently  far 
to  the  eastward  to  clear  the  Sisters,  on  the  course  we  were  then  steering. 
At  10-10,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  having  just  before  asked  the  man  in 
the  chains  if  he  had  any  bottom,  and  being  answered  that  he  had  lionewith 
20  fathoms  up  and  down,  I  apprehended  no  danger,  and  consulted  the 
master,  who  agreed  with  me  in  supposing,  that,  at  the  easy  rate  we  were 
then  going,  we  should  get  soundings,  or  see  any  danger  that  might  lie  be- 
fore us,  in  sufficient  time  to  avoid  it ;  but  I  had  scarcely  done  speaking 
when  the  look-out  man  at  the  jib-boom-end  called  out  'starboard  the 
helm  j'  and  conceiving  it  was  to  avoid  some  vessel  near  us,  the  fog  being 
excessively  thick,  the  helm  was  immediately  put  to  starboard  ;  but  before 
it  was  hard  over  the  ship  was  in  the  breakers,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
rudder,  the  stern-post,  and  part  of  the  keel  were  knocked  off.  Perceiving 
immediately  there  was  no  hope  of  saving  the  ship,  my  whole  attention  was 
turned  to  saving  the  lives  of  my  valuable  crew ;  to  effect  which,  I  directed, 
in  the  first  place,  the  quarter  boats  to  be  lowered,  and  the  jolly-boat  to  be 
launched  from  the  poop.  I  had  also  given  directions  for  the  guns  to  be 
thrown  overboard  ;  but  the  ship  filled  before  any  of  them  could  be  cast 
loose.  All  those  above  water  were  fired  as  signals  of  distress,  and  I  sent 
men  aloft  to  hook  the  yard-tackles  for  getting  the  pinnace  out ;  but  the 
tottering  state  of  the  masts  compelled  me  to  call  them  down  again ;  and, 
ordering  every  body  to  windward,  I  directed  the  main  and  fore-masts  to 
be  cut  away,  which  was  immediately  done,  and  they  both  fell  on  the 
starboard  side  without  injuring  the  boat.  Immediately  after  the  fall  of  the 
masts,  the  ship  parted  in  two  places,  just  before  the  mizen  and  main- 
chains.  A  few  of  the  crew  were  then  on  the  larboard  side  of  the  ship,  the 
only  part  above  water,  and  the  remainder  clinging  about  the  masts  and  on 
the  booms.  About  60  men  got  into  the  pinnace,  which  was  still  support- 
ed by  the  booms  ;  but  as  there  were  ro  hopes  of  saving  the  boats  with  that 
nund)er  in  her,  I  persuaded  about  20  or  30  to  come  out  and  endeavour 
by  main  strength  to  launch  her  clear  of  the  wreck,  which  they  succeeded  in 
doing  in  a  most  miraculous  manner.  The  jolly-boat  was  stove  and  filled 
with  water  immediately  after  being  launched,  and  there  then  remained  but 
three  boats,  (the  pinnace,  the  cutter,  and  a  gig)  one  of  which  I  despatched 
to  a  brig  observed  to  be  near  us,  with  orders  to  anchor  her  close  to  the 
wreck,  if  possible.  The  boat  returned  after  having  let  go  the  brig's  anchor, 
which  did  not  reach  the  bottom,  and  we  saw  no  more  of  her.  Nothing 
being  now  left  to  trust  our  lives  to  except  the  boats  and  u  raft,  as  many 
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men  as  the  former  vvould  apparently  contain  j?ot  into  them,  some  by  swim- 
in^  from  the  wreck,  whilst  others  were  haiiled  off  by  means  of  oars  and 
small  spars.  The  booms  had  been  rafted  top^ether  immediately  after  the 
pinnace  was  launched  ;  on  which,  after  the  boats  were  apparently  filled  with 
men,  myself  and  37  others  remained  a  considerable  time;  l)nt  seeinff  no 
chance  of  getting  it  clear,  and  the  wreck  drifting  into  worse  breakers,  1 
caused  the  small  boats  to  come  near  us,  and  each  to  take  in  a  few  more 
men,  distributing  them  with  each  other  and  the  pinnace  till  I  succeeded  in 
getting  every  man  and  boy  safe  off  the  raff,  when,  with  three  cheers,  the 
wreck  was  abandoned.  After  pulling  near  2  hours  without  seeing  the 
land,  guided  only  by  a  small  dial  compass,  which  one  of  the  qu'arter-nias- 
ters  had  in  his  pocket,  we  picked  up  a  fisherman,  wlio  piloted  the  boats 
safe  into  Portuguese  cove,  where  we  landed  about  2  o'clock,  the  boats 
containing  133  persons.  The  poor  inhabitants  of  Portuguese  cove  behaved 
towards  us  all  with  every  possible  mark  of  hospitality,  kindness,  and  atten- 
tion, that  humanity  could  dictate." 

On  the  12th  Nov.  1813,  a  court-martial  was  assembled  on 
board  the  Victorious  74,  at  Halifax,  "  to  enquire  into  all  the 
particulars  attending  the  loss  of  H.  M.  sloop  Atalante,  and  to 
try  Captain  Hickey,  the  officers,  and  crew  of  that  sloop  for 
the  same."  The  foregoing  narrative  was  then  read,  and  the 
following  proved  in  evidence. 

That  the  sound  of  the  last  gun  heard  by  the  iVtalante's 
officers,  &c.  bore  about  W.  N.  W.,and  appeared  to  have  come 
from  a  distance  of  at  least  3  miles.  That  every  one  on  board 
supposed  the  guns  were  fired  by  the  people  on  Sambro  island. 
That  Captain  Hickey,  relying  on  the  accuracy  of  the  Admi- 
ralty chart,  and  concluding  that  there  was  no  danger  to  he 
apprehended  until  he  shoaled  his  water  to  10  fathoms,  had 
at  various  times,  and  at  different  seasons  of  the  year,  made 
the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  in  thick  foggy  weather,  and,  guided 
by  the  guns  of  Sambro  island,  anchored  the  Atalante  in  Hali- 
fax harbour,  when  one  side  of  it  could  not  be  distinguished 
from  the  other.  That  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren  had  recently 
entered  the  same  port  with  ten  sail  of  the  line  and  frigates, 
during  the  prevalence  of  a  thick  fog.  That  the  Atalante  had 
parted  3  cables  before  she  left  the  blockading  squadron  off 
New  London.  That  Captain  Hickey  was  the  last  person  who 
quitted  the  wreck,  at  which  time  he  had  nothing  on  but  a 
pair  of  drawers,  a  shirt,  and  a  hat.  And  that  many  lives 
would  have  been  lost,  had  the  boats  been  less  ably  managed 
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than  they  were  under  his  directions.  After  the  examination 
of  his  officers  and  crew^  Captain  Hickey  addressed  the  Court 
as  follows  : — 

"  JMr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  this  highly  honorable  Court, — From 
a  careful  revision  of  the  evidence  which  has  appeared  in  the  course  of  the 
prosecution,  not  a  <loubt  remains  in  my  mind  of  every  fact  stated  in  my 
narrative  being  incontrovertibly  estal)lished,  and  that  it  will  appear  in  the 
clearest  light,  that  no  exertions  of  myself  or  others  on  board  couhl  have 
prevented  H.  !\I.  late  sloop  from  utter  destruction  after  her  first  striking. 
It  then  remains  only  for  me  to  establish  the  fact  of  the  ship  not  havintr 
been  lost  through  wilfulness,  neglin-cnce,  or  other  default  on  the  part  of 
myself,  the  officers,  or  crew ;  and  this,  I  trust,  without  taking  up  much 
time  of  the  Court,  T  shall  be  able  to  prove,  if  that  has  not  already  been 
done,  equally  to  the  full  conviction  and  satisfaction  of  every  member  com- 
posing it.  The  reasons  I  shall  first  offer  to  the  (Jourt  for  incurring  the 
slightest  risk  of  H.  M.  late  sloop  are  as  follow :—  the  great  importance  of  a 
ship  short  of  provisions  at  this  season  of  the  year,  together  with  her  being 
furnished  with  no  other  than  \vorn  out  cables,  which  had  been  condemned 
by  survey  as  unfit  to  trust  to,  reaching  a  port  in  safety.  These  would, 
in  my  opinion,  of  themselves  be  sufficient  reasons  to  advance  in  justifica- 
tion of  an  officer  less  experienced  in  the  navigation  of  this  coast  than  myself 
incurring  some  risk  in  attempting  to  make  the  harbour ;  but  I  beg,  in  addi- 
tion to  them,  to  point  out  for  the  information  of  this  most  honorable  court, 
that  I  vvas  charged  with  public;  letters  and  despatches  from  Captain  Oliver, 
the  senior  officer  off  New  London,  for  the  commander-in-chief,  and  which 
I  took  for  granted  were  of  considerable  importance,  believing  they  related 
to  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  who  were  reported,  when  I  left  New  Lon- 
don, to  be  determined  on  putting  to  sea  at  all  risks  :  those  letters  and 
despatches  were  all  I  was  enabled  to  save  from  the  wreck,  and  which  I  de- 
livered in  person  to  the  commander-in-chief  soon  after  I  landed. 

*'  It  now  becomes  a  pleasing  task  to  me  to  state  in  the  fullest  manner 
that  the  conduct  of  my  officers  and  ship's  company,  under  the  most  trying  cir- 
cumstances in  which  human  beings  could  be  placed,  was  orderly,  obedient, 
and  respectful,  to  the  last  extremity.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  having  been 
26  years  in  the  service,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  short  interval  of 
peace,  twelve  years  of  which  have  been  passed  in  the  performance  of  the 
arduous  duties  of  a  first  lieutenant,  in  ships  of  every  class,  from  a  first  to  a 
sixth  rate,  and  the  last  six  years  and  a  half  on  a  foreign  station,  commanding 
the  sloop  I  have  lately  had  the  misfortune  to  lose,  my  character  and 
reputation  as  an  officer  and  a  seaman  have  remained  untarnished  ;  and  I 
feel  a  confidence,  from  the  high  veneration  and  respect  I  hold  for  the  mem- 
bers composing  the  tribunal  before  which  I  am  arraigned,  that  justice,  in  its 
fullest  measure,  will  be  done  me,  in  whatever  shape  ray  sentence  may 
appear." 

SENTENCE. 

**  The  Court  havuig  diligently  enquired  into  all  the  particulars  attending 
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the  loss  of  H.  M.  sloop  Atalante,  and  maturely  and  deliberately  weighed 
and  considered  the  same,  it  appears  to  the  court  that  H.  M.  sloop  was  lost 
by  running  on  the  Sisters  Rocks,  or  the  eastern  ledge,  off  Sambro  island,  in 
a  fog,  having  mistaken  the  guns  of  some  ship  or  vessel  for  the  fog-signal 
guns  on  the  same  island,  which  fog-signal  guns  are  established  for  the 
guidance  of  H.  M.  ships  on  approaching  Halifax  harbour  in  thick  weatlier; 
but  in  consideration  of  the  ship  being  short  of  provisions,  of  her  having 
despatches  on  board  for  the  commander-in-chief,  and  of  its  having  been  the 
practice  for  H.  M.  ships  on  this  station  to  run  for  the  said  harbour  under 
similar  circumstances  of  weather  by  the  sound  of  Sambro  island  guns,  the 
court  doth  acquit  Captain  Frederick  Hickey,  the  officers,  and  company  of 
H.  M.  late  sloop  Atalante,  of  all  blame  on  that  occasion." 

It  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  the  guns  were  fired  by 
the  Barrosa  frigate.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Jeremiah  O'Sullivan,  Esq.  of  Liaierick,  who  had  re- 
cently escaped  from  New  London,  and  was  then  a  passenger 
on  board  the  Atalante  :— 

"In  twelve  minutes  she  was  literally  torn  to  pieces;  the  crew  swam  to 
the  boats ;  and  to  see  so  many  poor  souls  struggling  for  life,  some  naked, 
others  on  spars,  casks,  or  any  thing  tenable,  was  a  scene  painful  beyond 
description.  I  was  in  the  cabin  when  the  ship  struck ;  the  shock  told  me 
our  fate.  To  the  honor  of  Captain  Hickey,  he  was  the  last  who  left  the 
wreck ;  his  calmness,  his  humanity,  and  his  courage,  during  the  entire  of 
this  awful  scene,  was  superior  to  man  :  every  thing  is  lost  but  our  lives." 

Captain  Hickey's  post  commission  bears  date  Feb.  19, 
1814,  He  subsequently  commanded  the  Prince  Regent  56, 
bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  Sir  James  Yeo,  on  Lake  Ontario ; 
the  St.  Lawrence  102,  in  which  ship  he  continued  until  the 
peace  with  America ;  and  the  Blossom  24,  on  the  South 
American  station,  from  whence  he  returned  home,  with 
specie  to  a  large  amount,  Aug.  8,  1819. 

[n  1815,  when  returning  from  Canada,  through  the  United 
States,  Captain  Hickey  was  arrested  at  the  suit  of  a  Yankee 
skipper,  whose  schooner  had  been  accidentally  run  down  by 
the  Atalante,  so  far  back  as  the  year  1810.  The  sum  thus 
unexpectedly  demanded  of  him  was  no  less  than  40,000  dol- 
lars, for  which  he  was  obliged  to  find  bail  before  he  could 
leave  the  country.  On  this  occasion,  an  American  lawyer 
most  handsomely  said,  that  a  British  officer  should  not  be 
consigned  to  a  gaol,  under  such  circumstances,  for  want  of  a 
surety,  and  instantly  gave  his  bond  for  the  full  amount  of  the 
alleged  damages.    In  1820^  the  trial  took  place ;— Captain 
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Hickey  had  made  a  point  of  proceeding  to  New  York,  for  the 
purpose  of  awaiting  its  issue.  The  evidence  was  altogether  in 
his  favor  :  it  was  clearly  proved  that  the  prosecutor  had  per- 
sisted in  running  away  from  the  Atalante,  until  she  got  close 
up  to  his  vessel,  and  that  the  accident  was  the  result  of  his 
own  folly  in  attempting  to  cross  her  hows  while  she  still  had 
considerahle  head-way.  Emmet,  the  Irish  refugee,  conducted 
the  prosecution  ;  sophistry  and  national  prejudice  overcame 
truth  ;  the  defendant  was  sentenced  to  pay  38,000  dollars  ; 
and — the  plaintiflF,  after  very  little  consideration,  consented  to 
accept  exactly  one-half  of  the  sum  for  which  the  original 
writ  was  issued.  The  schooner  and  her  cargo  could  not  have 
been  worth  much  more  than  1000/.  sterling.  We  are  happy 
to  state  that  the  Admiralty,  admitting  the  hardship  of  his 
case,  most  liberally  and  expeditiously  released  him  from  all 
embarrassments  by  recommending  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
to  reimburse  him  out  of  the  droits  of  Admiralty,  which  was 
accomplished  by  the  time  his  bills  on  England  became  due. 
AgenU — J.  Hinxman,  Esq. 
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HENRY  THOMAS  DAVIES,  Esq. 

Was  first  lieutenant  of  the  Blanche  frigate,  mounting  46 
guns,  at  the  capture  of  le  Guerriere,  July  19, 1806.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  of  the  official  letter  published  on  that  occa- 
sion : — 

"H.  M.  S.  Blanche,  July  26,  1806. 

**  My  Lord, — I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  of  my  return  to  Yarmouth 
roads,  having  in  company  le  Guerriere  French  frigate,  commanded  by 
Mens.  Hubert,  member  of  the  legion  of  honor,  whom  I  captured  on  the 
19th  instant,  in  lat.  62^  N.  off  the  Ferroe  islands,  after  a  sharp  contest  of 
45  minutes. 

**  Le  Guerriere  is  of  the  largest  class  of  frigates,  mounting  50  guns, 
with  a  complement  of  317  men ;  but  these  w«re  soon  sadly  reduced  l)y  our 
destructive  fire ;  and  tX  ship  has  also  suffered  very  severely,  while  the 
damages  of  the  BlaRchi;  are  condned  to  the  top-masts,  rigging,  and  sails. 

"  It  now  becomes  a  pleasing  duty  to  beg  you  to  recommend  Lieutenant 
Henry  Thomas  Davies  to  their  lordships'  notice,  and  to  speak  in  terms  of 
respect  of  his  general  good  conduct,  as  also  of  Lieutenants  Bastin  and 
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Allan;  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  master;  and  Lieutenant  John  Campbell, 
R.  M.  The  warrant  officers,  midship  men,  and  sliip's  company,  are  like- 
wise entitled  to  my  warmest  praise.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(SignctI)  "  Thomas  Lavie." 

"  Rig-fit  Hon.  Lord  Keith,  K.  13. 
Sfc.  8fC.  Sfc." 

Le  Guerriere  formed  part  of  a  squadron  that  had  been  sent 
from  r  Orient  to  cruise  on  the  coasts  of  Iceland,  Greenland, 
and  Spitzbergen,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  British 
and  Russian  whalers.  She  had  on  board  h2  men  more  than 
the  Blanche,  but  many  of  her  crew  vvere  sickly,  and  in  broad- 
side weight  of  metal  she  was  rather  inferior  to  her  opponent. 
The  British  frigate  had  not  a  man  slain,  and  only  4  persons 
wounded,  one  of  whom  was  Lieutenant  Robert  Bastin  :  the 
enemy  sustained  a  loss  of  20  killed  and  30  wounded. 

In  1809,  Captain  Davies  commanded  the  Tyrian,  a  10 -gun 
brig,  on  the  Guernsey  station  ;  and,  in  Aug.  1811,  we  find 
him  appointed  to  the  Albacore  sloop,  mounting  16  32-pound- 
er  carronades,  8  twelves,  and  2  long  sixes,  with  a  comple- 
ment of  121  officers,  men,  and  boys.  His  commission  as  a 
commander  bears  date  July  28,  1806. 

"On  the  16th  Dec.  1812,"  says  INIr.  James,  "the French  40-gun  frigate 
Gloire,  Captain  Rousin,  sailed  from  Havre,  with  a  very  strong  S.  E.  wind, 
which  carried  her  as  far  as  the  Lizard,  and  liiere  left  her,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  1 7th,  entirely  becalmed.  On  the  ISth,  at  day-light,  the  Gloire  found  her- 
self  nearly  in  the  midst  of  nine  vessels,  the  greater  part  of  them  evidently  mer- 
chantmen. Two  of  the  number,  however,  were  vessels  of  war :  the  nearest 
was  the  British  ship-sloop  Albacore,  Captain  Henry  Thomas  Davies  ;  and, 
about  4  miles  to  the  westward  of  her,  was  the  14-gun  schooner  Pickle, 
Lieutenant  William  Figg.  At  8  a,  m.  the  Gloire,  who  had  been  standing 
on  tlie  starboard  tack,  wore  with  a  light  air  j)f  wind,  and  edged  away  for 
the  Albacore,  then  bearing  from  her  N.  E.  by  N.  lilach  ship  soon  ascer- 
tained that  the  other  was  an  enemy;  and  at  !>  a.  m.  the  Gloire  laiiled  to 
the  wuid  on  the  larboard  tack,  and  made  all  sail  to  escape.  Judging  by 
this,  probably,  that  the  apparent  French4()-guii  frigate  w  as  an  unm'e  en  fitlte, 
or  large  store-ship.  Captain  Davies  crowded  sail  in  chase,  followed,  at 
Bome  distance,  by  the  Pickle  ;  the  latter  and  the  Albacore  making  re- 
peated signals,  to  apprize  the  vesseln  in  sight  of  the  presence  of  un 
enemy. 

"At  10-12  A.  M.  having  by  carrying  down  the  breeze  arrived  within 
carrunadc  range  on  the  frigate's  weather  <|uarter,  the  Albacore  opened 
her  fire  ;  whereupon  the  (iloin-  lu)isted  French  colours,  and  fired  in  return, 
hauling  up  a  little,  to  bestow  u  raking  broad«idc  upon  her  unequal  antn- 
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gonist.  To  avoid  this  the  Alhacore  tacked.  The  breeze  soon  afterwards 
fell  nearly  to  a  calm  ;  and  at  11a.  m.  finding  her  antagonist  much  too 
strong  for  her,  thft  Albaoore  discontinued  the  action,  with  her  fore-spring- 
stay  shot  away,  her  rigging  a  good  deal  damaifed,  and  the  loss  of  one  Lieu- 
tenant (William  Ilarman)  killed,  and  6  or  7  men  wounded.  Strange  to 
say,  the  French  frigate  herself  did  not  seem  disposed  to  renew  the  action, 
but  wore  and  made  all  sail  to  the  westward. 

"At  1  P.M.,  the  Pickle  having  closed,  and  a  light  breeze  sprung  up 
from  the  southward,  the  All)ucore  again  made  sail,  and  at  3  p.  m.  was 
joined  in  the  chase  by  the  12-gun  brig  Borer,  Captain  Richard  Coote,  and 
4-gun  cutter  Landrail,  Lieutenant  John  Hill.  At  5  p.  m.  the  Alhacore 
began  firing  her  bow-chasers  ;  as,  on  coming  up,  did  two  out  of  her  three 
formidable  consorts.  For  the  Landrail  to  have  fired  her  12 -pounder 
carronadcs  would  have  been  a  farce.  To  this  alarmir  ;  cannonade,  the 
Gloire  replied  with  her  stern  chasers,  and  continued  running  from  the 
*  escadre,'  as  if  each  of  her  four  pursuers  had  been  a  frigate  like  herself. 
Thus  the  chase  continued,  but  without  any  firing  after  7  i'.  m.,  until  mid- 
night on  the  IDth;  when  this  dastardly  French  frigate,  who,  it  appears,  did 
not  have  a  man  hurt  on  the  occasion,  had  run  herself  completely  oat  of 
sight.  Captain  Davies  merited  great  praise  for  his  gallantry  and  perse- 
verance ;  and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  that  by  the  boldness  of  the  Alhacore 
in  chasing  and  attacking  the  Gloire,  several  merchant  vessels  were  saved 
from  capture*." 

Captain  Davies  was  advanced  to  post  rank,  Feb.  19,  1814  ; 
and  subsecpiently  employed  on  the  Canadian  Lakes,  under  Sir 
James  Lucas  Yeo. 

^gent, — VVm.  Holmes,  Esq, 


PETER  FISHER,  Esq. 


Was  made  lientenant  in  1800  ;  commander  Dec.  27, 1808 ; 
and  post-eaptiiin  Feb.  10,  1814. 
Aaents. — Messrs.  Maude  and  Co. 


EDWARD  REYNOLDS  SIBLY,  Esq. 

We  are  not  aeciuaiuted  with  the  name  of  the  ship  in  which 
this  ofliccr  went  tirst  to  sea,  but  we  know  that  she  was  com- 
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manded  by  his  uncle  the  late  Rear-Adtniral  Reynolds,  whose 
melancholy  fate  has  been  noticed  at  p.  13.  In  1790,  he 
joined  the  Salisbury  50,  bearing  the  flag  of  V ice-Admiral 
Mark  Milbanke,  commander-in-chief  at  Newfoundland; 
and  on  the  glorious  1st  June,  1/94,  he  served  as  midshipman 
under  Sir  Alexander  Hood,  in  the  Royal  George  110*.  His 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  took  place  about  three 
weeks  after  that  memorable  battle. 

In  J  795,  Mr.  Sibly  proceeded  to  the  East  Indies,  in  the  Vic- 
torious 74;  and  he  did  not  return  home  from  that  station  until 
May,  1803.  In  the  ensuing  year  he  joined  the  Centaur  74, 
bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  the  late  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  at 
the  Leeward  Islands,  where  he  assisted  in  capturing  many 
of  the  enemies'  vessels,  one  of  which,  I'Elizabeth  French 
schooner  privateer,  mounting  6  guns,  was  brought  out  from 
under  the  batteries  of  Basseterre  by  four  boats  entrusted  to 
his  command.  The  very  gallant  exploit  for  which  he 
obtained  further  advancement  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
official  letter  :— 

"Centaur,  offRochfort,  July  19,  1806. 
"My  Lord, — I  bejr  leave  to  enclose  to  your  lordship,  a  letter  I  have 
received  from  Captain  Rodd,  of  H.  RI.  S.  hulefatigable,  giving  an  account 
of  an  attack  made  by  a  boat  from  each  iine-of-battlc  ship  of  this  squadron, 
and  those  of  the  Indefatigable  and  Iris,  on  two  corvettes  and  a  convoy,  iu 
the  entrance  of  the  river  Giromle.  Le  Ceesnr,  the  largest  corvette,  was 
boarded  and  carried  by  the  division  o/ boats  led  on  by  Lieutenant  Sib///, 
first  of  the  Centaur,  in  a  style  highly  honourable  io  the  national  character. 
The  western  breeze  that  sprang  up  after  the  boats  left  the  Indefatigable, 
and  blowing  stronger  as  they  advanced,  was  truly  perplexing,  for  it  was 
the  only  circumstance  that  could  have  prevented  the  whole  fulling  into 
our  hands  ;  they  took  advantage  on  the  first  attack,  made  sail,  and  escaped 
before  the  wind  and  tide  up  the  (iironde ;  it  was  impossible  for  the  boats 
to  prevent  them.  The  firm  resistance  made  by  the  c«)rvette  caused  a 
greater  loss  than  could  be  expected,  but  nothing  could  withstand  the 
bravery  of  the  ofiicers  and  seamen  employed. 

*'  To  Lieutenant  Sibly's  gallantry,  no  words  of  mine  are  eqnal  to  do 
justice:  every  one  speaks  of  him  in  tirnis  of  the  highest  oommcnrlation  : 
I  had  before,  in  the  West  Indies,  cxperieucod  his  l)rave  conduct ;  he  now 
haa  seven  severe  teounds,  but  I  hope  none  are  mortal ;  and  I  beg  leave  to 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  p.  246. 
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recommend  him  as  an  officer  truly  deserving  the  attention  of  my  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

"  To  Lieutenant  Parker,  first  of  the  Indefatigable,  much  praise  is  due, 
and  given  him  by  Lieutenant  Sibly,  for  his  brave  support,  and  able  con- 
duct in  managing  the  corvette  after  he  was  wounded.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  Sam.  Hood." 

"  To  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  St.  Fincent,  ^c.  8fc.  Sfc*' 

Lc  Caesar  proved  to  be  a  fine  brig  of  18  guns  and  86  men, 
"  in  every  respect  well  prepared,  and  expecting  the  attack." 
In  working  out  past  the  batteries,  which  kept  up  a  constant 
fire  on  her,  she  was  engaged  by  her  late  consort  (formerly  an 
English  gun-brig)  for  nearly  two  hours.  The  greater  part 
of  the  British  boats  were  either  shot  through,  or  so  badly 
stove,  that  they  were  swamped,  and  obliged  to  be  cut  adrift 
from  her.  Lieutenant  Sibly  was  wounded  by  pike  and 
sabre,  in  the  arm,  face,  and  side.  The  officers  employed  un- 
der him,  whose  names  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  were 
as  follow : — 

CoNQUEnon's, — Lieutenant  Gamaliel  Fitzmaurice,  and  Mr.  Helpman, 
master's-mate  *.  Prince  of  Wales's, — Lieutenant  Francis,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Muliins,  master*  .-mate  f-  Revenge's, — Lieutenant  Charles 
Manners,  and  Mr. Thomas  Bluokstone,  midshipman §.  Polyphemus's, — 
none  mentinned  in  Captain  Rodd's  report.  Monauch's, — Lieutenant 
Dalhousie  Tait  t-  Indei'atigable's — Lieutenants  Thomas  Parker  J,  Tho- 
mas Arscott,  and  R.  Shepherdson  t.     Iris, — none  reported. 

The  total  loss  sustained  by  the  British  on  this  occasion, 
was  6  slain,  21  dangerously  and  severely  wounded,  15  slightly 
wounded,  and  21  missing.  All  the  latter  belonged  to  the 
Revenge's  boat,  which  was  struck  by  a  large  shot,  and  would 
have  sunk  but  for  the  proximity  of  the  shore.  The  survivors, 
on  landing,  were  of  course  made  prisoners.  The  enemy's 
loss  is  not  stated  in  Captain  11  odd's  letter  to  Sir  Samuel 
Hood. 

Captain  Sibly'a  commission  as  commander,  bears  date 
Aug.  4,  1800  ;  and  at  tlie  end  of  that  year  we  find  him  ap- 
pointed to  the  Hermes  sloop  of  war  ;  in  which  vessel  he 
sailed  for  South  America,  Mar.  9,  1807-     His  next  appoint- 


■''■■%A 


Killed.         t  Badly  wounded.        :  Slightly  wounded.         §  Missing. 


:  I 


I!' 


':  n 


lit: 

■I 


l:t 


lil 


ij'!  i  tl 


■m"'^ ' ' 


«l^,?''' 


1 


240  POST-CAPTAINS    OF    1814. 

ment  was,  May  29,  1809,  to  the  Sheerwater  a  10-gun  brig, 
fitting  at  Chatham  for  the  Mediterranean  station. 

An  attempt  made  by  a  division  of  the  Toulon  fleet  to  cut 
off  tlie  Sheerwater,  while  she  was  employed  in  watching  a 
French  convoy  at  Bandol,  on  the  20th  July,  1810,  has  been 
noticed  at  p.  650  of  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  The  gaUant  and  steady 
manner  in  which  she  was  conducted  on  that  occasion,  parti- 
cularly while  under  the  fire  of  two  of  the  enemy's  ships, 
was  viewed  with  no  small  degree  of  admiration  by  all  the 
inshore  squadron,  and  obtained  for  Captain  Sibly,  his  offi- 
cers, and  crew,  the  highest  encomiums  from  their  commander- 
in-chief. 

In  Dec.  1810,  Captain  Sibly  assumed  the  command  of  the 
Swallow  brig;  and  on  the  26tii  July,  1811,  he  captured, 
near  Sicily,  la  Belle  Genoise  privateer,  of  2  guns  and  37  men. 
The  following  is  his  official  account  of  an  action  between  the 
Swallow  and  two  French  national  vessels,  dated  off  Frejus, 
June  16,  1812:— 

"  Sir, — In  pursuance  of  your  directions  by  sijafnal  yesterday  to  look  out, 
W.  by  S,,  and  information  by  telegraph  of  a  convoy  l)eing  at  anchor,  off 
the  islands  of  St.  RIargurittiis,  I  used  every  exertion  to  get  to  the  west- 
ward; and  at  day-light  this  morning  sawtliem  under  weigh,  protected  by  a 
brig  of  the  largest  class,  a  schooner,  and  several  gun-boats;  II.  M,  sloop 
under  my  command  was  then  becalmed. 

"  The  enemy's  brig  and  schooner  made  all  sail  towards  us,  having  a 
light  breeze  in  shore,  apparently  with  intention  of  bringing  us  to  action  ; 
but  on  our  getting  a  breeze,  about  6  A.  JM.,  they  hauled  their  wind,  tacked, 
and  used  every  exertion  by  sweeps  and  boats  to  avoid  us  ;  which  they  ct'- 
fccted,  and  stood  towards  Frejus.  ISIy  hopes  were  now  small  of  their  giv- 
ing us  a  meeting;  but  a  little  after  noon,  the  breeze  fresiicidng,  tlicy 
again  stood  off',  and  being  on  opposite  tacks,  we  neared  each  other  fast, 
the  schooner  keeping  a  little  to  windward  of  her  consort.  Being  now  cer- 
tain of  weathering  the  brig,  at  I  P.  M.  I  closed,  passing  her  to  windward 
within  .'<()  yards,  and  wore  close  under  her  stern,  in  the  hope  of  keeping 
her  head  «)tr  shore  ;  !)ut,  unfortunately,  our  head-braces  Iteing  shot  away, 
I  was  not  aide  to  keep  so  close  as  I  intended,  by  which  means  he  got  his 
head  in-shore  in  spile  of  all  my  efforts;  and  I  had  the  mortification,  after  a 
close  action  of  about  40  minutes,  to  be  obliged  to  haul  off',  to  avoid  the 
enemy's  batteries  on  bliore,  my  opponents  making  ail  sail  in  shore.  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  the  enemy  was  completely  beaten,  his  fire  having 
slackened  so  much,  that  but  a  xiiiir/r  gun  was  fired  from  him,  while  wc 
were  in  the  act  of  wearing  olVslu)re. 


POST-CAPTAINS   OP    1814. 


241 


"  I  am  sorry  to  say,  we  have  suffered  much  from  the  schooner  being  able 
to  take  a  position  to  anuoy  us  the  whole  time  we  were  engaged ;  and  it  is 
with  sincere  concern  I  have  to  state  the  loss  of  several  brave  men.  The 
pleasing  task  now  remains  to  inform  you  of  the  gallant  support  I  received 
from  my  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Daniel  O'Hea ;  Mr.  John  Theed,  acting 
lieutenant ;  Mr.  James  Crocker,  master ;  and  Mr.  Eugene  Ryan,  purser 
(who  volunteered  his  services  on  deck) ;  all  of  whom  are  entitled  to  my 
greatest  praise  ;  also  Mr.  Cole,  master's-mate,  whom  J  frequently  before 
had  occasion  to  mention  in  terms  of  the  strongest  approbation.  Nothing 
from  my  pen  will  ever  do  justice  to  the  steady  gallantry  of  the  brave  fel- 
lows I  had  the  honor  to  command ;  and  I  have  only  to  regret  we  were  so 
circumstanced,  that  their  exertions  were  not  crowned  with  that  success  that 
must  inevitably  have  attended,  had  we  been  further  from  the  enemy's  shore. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  E.  R.  SiBLr." 

**  To  Captain  Josias  Rowley,  H.  M.  S.  America.** 

The  Swallow  mounted  16  thirty-two-pounder  carronades, 
and  2  long  sixes,  with  the  usual  boat-gun  :  her  established 
complement  of  officers,  men,  and  boys  was  120;  but  she 
went  into  action  with  only  109  on  board,  of  whom  6  were 
killed  and  VJ  wounded.  Her  principal  opponent  carried  14 
twenty-four-pounder  carronades  (French  calibre),  2  twelves, 

2  long  sixes,  and  180  men,  including  many  volunteer  seamen, 
and  a  detachment  of  soldiers,  sent  to  her  from  Frejus.  The 
schooner  mounted  14  eightcen-pounder  carronades  and  2 
long  sixes,  and  is  stated  to  have  had  on  board  113  persons. 
The  enemy's  total  loss  must  have  been  very  great,  for  the  brig 
alone,  out  of  her  regular  crew,  had  14  killed  and  28  wound- 
ed. Several  private  accounts  of  this  sanguinary  action  are 
given  in  the  Naval  Chronicle,  vol.  xxviii,  pp.  194 — 196. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  subsequently  acted  as  captain 
of  the  Blossom,  a  post-sloop,  employed  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Gibraltar,  where  he  cruised  with  tolerable  success  against 
the  American  trade,  then  returning  home  uninformed  of  the 
war  with  England  •.  On  his  being  superseded  in  the  com- 
mand of  that  ship,  he  returned  to  the  Swallow,  the  boats  of 
which  vessel  captured  a  French  government  transport,  of  4 
guns,  close  to  Port  d'Anzo,  Sept.  16,  1813.    The  particulars 


•  See  Suppl.  Part  I.  p.  360. 
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of  this  affair  will  be  given  in  our  memoir  of  Commander 
Samuel  Edward  Cook. 

On  the  5th  of  the  following  month,  Captain  Sibly  assisted 
at  the  capture  of  twenty-nine  vessels,  lying  in  the  mole  of 
the  above  mentioned  place,  the  greater  part  laden  with  tim- 
ber, for  the  arsenal  at  Toulon  *.  His  promotion  to  post  rank 
took  place  Mar.  8,  1814 ;  at  which  period  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Cossack  22,  but  ordered  to  take  the  temporary  com- 
mand of  the  Havannah  36.  In  that  frigate  he  captured  the 
Grande  Isabella,  French  schooner  privateer,  of  4  guns  and 
64  men,  and  retook  a  merchant  vessel,  her  prize,  off  Corfu, 
April  15, 1814. 

Captain  Sibly 's  last  appointments  were,  in  June  1814,  to 
the  Caledonia  120,  bearing  the  flag  of  Lord  Exmouth,  with 
whom  he  returned  home  after  the  first  abdication  of  Napo- 
leon Buonaparte ;  and  Nov,  5,  1820,  to  the  Niemen  28,  in 
which  ship  he  conveyed  the  Right  Hon,  Sir  Thomas  Maitland 
to  Lisbon,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  Halifax  station,  where 
he  continued  for  a  period  of  nearly  three  years.  The  Caledo- 
nia was  paid  off  by  him  at  Plymouth,  in  Sept.  1814  j  and  the 
Niemen  at  Portsmouth,  June  3, 1824. 

Agent,'— 3,  Hinxman^  Esq. 


HON.  HENRY  DILKES  BYNG. 

Is  the  fourth  son  of  John,  fifth  Viscount  Torrington,  and  a 
brother  to  the  noble  peer  whose  long  and  arduous  services,  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  we  have  recorded  at  p.  652,  et  seq. 
of  our  first  volume. 

Mr.  Henry  D.  Byng  first  embarked,  in  1797,  on  board  the 
St.  Albans  64,  bearing  the  flag  of  Vice-Admiral  George  Van- 
deput,  who  placed  him  under  the  care  of  Captain  S.  G.  Church, 
commanding  la  Topazc  frigate,  on  the  Halifax  station,  June 
20,1798. 

From  that  ship  he  was  removed,  Dec.  22  following,  to  the 
Madras  54,  Captain  John  Dilkes,  with  whom  he  sailed  for 


•  See  Vol,  II.  Part  I.  p.  423,  et  seq. 
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the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  China,  about  the  end  of  1799. 
The  Madras  had  previously  been  attached  to  the  North  Sea 
fleet,  under  Admiral  Lord  Duncan  *. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Henry  Byng  serving  as  master's-niate  of 
the  Galatea  32,  under  the  command  of  his  eldest  brother  f ; 
in  which  active  and  well  disciplined  frigate  he  continued  from 
Jan.  13,  1801,  until  April  26,  1802.  During  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  he  successively  joined  the  Centaur  74,  flag-ship  at 
Plymouth;  and  the  Imogene  18,  Captain  Henry  Vaughan; 
with  whom  he  again  visited  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  On  ihe 
7th  April,  1803,  he  was  discharged  from  that  sloop  into  the 
Texel  64,  Captain  George  Byng,  who,  as  we  have  before 
stated,  was  tV"  i  the  senior  oflicer  of  all  the  block-ships  sta- 
tioned in  the  nver  Medway. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  one  of  the  mastei''s-mates 
of  the  Texel,  whom  we  have  also  mentioned,  as  having  been 
promoted  by  Earl  St.  Vincent,  on  his  retirement  from  the 
Admiralty  J.  His  first  commission  bears  date  May  6,  1804; 
from  which  period,  he  was  almost  constantly  employed,  in 
different  ships  abroad,  until  appointed  by  Sir  John  B.  War- 
ren, to  command  the  Bream  schooner,  on  the  Halifax  sta- 
tion, in  July,  1809. 

In  Oct.  following.  Lieutenant  Byng  received  an  order  from 
the  same  officer  to  act  as  commander  of  the  Goree  sloop ; 
which  appointment  was  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty,  Dec. 
12, 1809. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  Captain  Henry  Byng  captured  the 
Ranger,  an  American  ship  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  bound  to 
Nantucket,  with  a  cargo  of  considerable  value. 

The  Goree  being  converted  into  a  prison-ship  at  Bermuda, 
in  Mar.  1813,  he  was  then  removed  to  the  Mohawk  brig, 
which  vessel  formed  part  of  a  detachment  sent  by  Sir  J.  B. 
Warren,  to  penetrate  the  rivers  at  the  head  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  the  enemy's  supplies, 
and  destroying  their  foundries,  stores,  and  public  works. 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  pp.  360— 3(J2. 
t  Then  Captain  George  Byno.  J  See  id.  Part  II.  p.  667. 
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"  The  enterprise,"  says  Sir  John  B.  Warren,  **  was  conducted  with  dia- 
tinguidhed  ability  and  gallantry  under  Rear.Admiral  Cockburn,  and  most 
zealously  and  bravely  executed  by  Captains  Burdett,  Lawrence,  and  Byng, 
their  officers  and  men.  I  trust,  that  when  their  lordships  consider,  that 
this  service  was  performed  in  the  interior  of  the  enemy's  country,  where 
the  detachment  was  frequently  opposed  by  superior  force,  and  in  a  diffi- 
cult and  unknown  navigation,  that  the  behaviour  of  the  officers  and  men  will 
entitle  them  to  their  lordships'  favor  and  protection." 

The  detachment  consisted  of  the  Maidstone  frigate.  Fan- 
tome  16,  Mohawk  16,  four-armed  tenders,  180  seamen  and 
200  marines  from  the  naval  brigade,  and  a  small  party  of 
royal  artillery.  Captain  Henry  Byng's  particular  share  in 
the  business  will  be  seen  by  the  following  letter  from  Rear- 
Admiral  Cockburn  to  the  commander-in-chief,  dated  off  the 
Sasafras  river,  May  6,  1813  : — 

"  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that,  understanding  George- 
town and  Frederickstown,  situated  up  the  Sasafras  river,  were  places  of 
some  trade  and  importance ;  and  the  Sasafras  being  the  only  river  or  place 
of  shelter  for  vessels  at  this  upper  extremity  of  the  Chesapeake,  which  I 
had  not  examined  and  cleared,  I  directed  last  night  the  assembling  of  the 
hoats  alongside  the  Mohawk,  from  whence,  with  the  marines  as  before*, 
under  Captains  Wyboum  and  Carter,  with  my  friend  Lieutenant  Robert- 
son of  the  artillery,  and  his  small  party,  they  proceeded  up  this  river  ; 
being  placed  by  me,  for  this  operation,  under  the  immediate  directions  of 
Captain  Byng,  of  the  Mohawk. 

"  I  intended  that  they  should  arrive  before  the  above-mentioned  towns 
by  dawn  of  day ;  but  in  this  I  was  frustrated  by  the  intricacy  of  the  river, 
our  total  want  of  local  knowledge  in  it,  the  darkness  of  the  nigLi,  and  the 
great  distance  the  towns  lay  up  it ;  it,  therefore,  unavoidably  became  late 
in  the  morning  before  we  approached  theui,  when,  having  intercepted  a 
small  boat  with  two  of  the  inhabitants,  I  directed  Captain  Byng  to  halt  our 
boats  about  2  miles  below  the  towns,  and  I  sent  forward  the  two  Americans 
in  their  boat,  to  warn  their  countrymen  against  acting  in  the  same  rash 
manner  the  people  of  Havre  de  Grace  had  done ;  assuring  them,  if  they 
did,  that  their  towns  would  inevitably  meet  with  a  similar  fate  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  if  they  did  not  attempt  resistance,  no  injury  should  be  done 
to  them  or  their  towns;  that  vessels  and  public  property  only  would  be 
seized ;  that  the  strictest  discipline  would  be  maintained ;  and  that  what- 
ever provisions,  or  other  property  of  individuals,  I  might  require  for  the 
tise  of  the  squadron,  should  be  instantly  paid  for  in  its  fullest  value  }  after 


*  See  Captains  John  Lawrencis,  C.  B.  and  Sir  George  A.  Wbst- 
rHAii,  Knt. 
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having  allowed  sufBdent  time  for  this  message  to  be  digested,  and  their  re- 
solution taken  thereon,  I  directed  the  boats  to  advance,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  I  soon  found  the  more  unwise  alternative  was  adopted ;  for  on  our 
reaching  within  about  a  mile  of  the  towns,  between  two  projecting  ele- 
vated points  of  the  river,  a  most  heavy  fire  of  musketry  was  opened  on  us 
from  about  400  men,  divided  and  intrenched  on  the  two  opposite  banks, 
aided  by  one  long  gun:  the  launches  and  rocket-boat  smartly  returned 
this  fire,  with  good  effect ;  and,  with  the  other  boats  and  the  marines, 
I  pushed  ashore  immediately  above  the  enemy's  position,  thereby  en- 
suring the  capture  of  his  towns,  or  the  bringing  him  to  a  decided 
action.  He  determined,  however,  not  to  risk  the  latter,  for  the  moment 
he  discerned  we  had  gained  the  shore,  and  that  the  marines  had  fixe<l  their 
bayonets,  he  fled  with  his  whole  force  to  the  woods,  and  was  neither  seen 
nor  heard  of  afterwards,  though  several  parties  were  sent  out  to  ascer- 
tain whether  he  had  taken  up  any  new  position,  or  what  had  become  of 
him.  I  gave  him,  however,  the  mortification  of  seeing,  from  wherever  he 
had  hid  himself,  that  I  was  keeping  my  word,  with  respect  to  the  towns, 
which,  excepting  the  houses  of  those  who  had  continued  peaceably  in  them, 
and  had  taken  no  part  in  the  attack  made  on  us,  were  forthwith  destroyed,  as 
were  four  vessels  lying  in  the  river,  and  some  stores  of  sugar,  lumber, 
leather,  and  other  merchandize  ;  I  then  directed  the  re-embarkation  of  our 
small  force,  and  we  proceeded  down  the  river  again,  to  a  town  I  had 
observed,  situated  in  a  branch  of  it,  about  half-way  up ;  and  here  I  had  the 
satisfaction  to  find,  that  what  had  passed  at  Havre,  Georgetown,  and 
Frederickstown,  had  its  effect,  and  led  these  people  to  understand,  that 
they  had  more  to  hope  for  from  our  generosity,  than  from  erecting  bat- 
teries, and  opposing  us  by  means  within  their  power ;  the  inhabitants  of 
this  place  having  met  me  at  landing,  to  say  that  they  had  not  permitted 
either  guns  or  militia  to  be  stationed  there,  and  that  whilst  there  I  should 
not  meet  with  any  opposition  whatever.  I  therefore  landed  with  the 
officers  and  a  small  guard  only ;  and  having  ascertained  that  there  was  no 
public  property  of  any  kind,  or  warlike  stores,  and  having  allowed  of  such 
articles  as  we  stood  in  need  of  being  embarked  in  the  boats,  on  payment  to 
the  owners  of  their  full  value,  I  again  re-embarked,  leaving  the  people 
of  this  place  well  pleased  with  the  wisdom  of  their  determination  on 
their  mode  of  receiving  us  ;  I  also  had  a  deputation  from  Charlestown,  in 
the  N.  E.  river,  to  assure  me  that  that  place  is  considered  by  them  at  your 
mercy,  and  that  neither  guns  nor  militia-men  shall  be  suflered  there ;  and 
as  lam  assured  that  all  the  places  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Chesapeake  have 
adopted  similar  resolutions,  and  as  there  is  now  neither  public  property, 
vessels,  nor  warlike  stores  remtumng  in  this  neighbourhood,  I  propose 
returning  to  you  with  the  light  squadron  to-morrow  morning. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  hot  fire  we  were  under  this  morning  cost  us 
5  men  wounded,  one  only,  however,  severely;  and  I  have  much  satisfaction 
in  being  able  to  bear  testimony  to  you,  of  the  zeal,  gallantry,  and  good 
conduct  of  the  different  officers  and  men  serving  in  this  division.     T9 
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Captain  Byng  of  the  Mohawk,  who  conducted  the  various  arrangements,  on 
this  occasion,  with  equal  skill  and  bravery,  every  possible  praise  is 
most  Justly  due ;  as  well  as  to  Captains  Wyborn  and  Carter,  Lieute- 
nant Robertson,  R.A.  and  Lieutenant  Lewis,  of  the  Highflyer  (ten- 
der) ;  Lieutenant  Alexander,  of  the  Dragon,  the  senior  officer  under  Cap- 
tain Byng,  in  command  of  the  boats,  deserves  also  that  I  should  particularly 
notice  him  to  you  for  his  steadiness,  correctness,  and  the  great  ability  with 
which  he  always  executes  whatever  service  is  entrusted  to  him ;  and  I 
must  beg  permission  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  stating  to  you  how  much  I 
have  been  indebted,  since  on  this  service,  to  Captain  Burdett,  who  was 
good  enough  to  receive  me  on  board  the  Msudstonc,  when  I  foimd  it  im- 
practicable to  advance  higher  in  the  Marlborough,  and  has  invariably 
accompanied  me  on  every  occasion  whilst  directing  these  various  opera- 
tions, and  rendered  me  always  the  most  able,  prompt,  and  efficacious 
assistance.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  G.  Cockburn." 

On  the  29th  June,  1813,  Captain  Henry  Byng  assumed  the 
temporary  command  of  the  Diadem  troop-ship,  vice  Captain 
John  Martin  Hanchett,  who  had  been  severely  wounded, 
seven  days  before,  in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  Crany  island ;  and  for  whom  he  continued  to  act 
until  Mar.  31,  1814. 

This  officer's  post  commission  bears  date  Mar.  9,  1814. 
During  the  last  12  years  he  has  held  an  appointment  con- 
nected with  the  naval  service  in  Canada.  He  married,  Oct. 
2,  1810,  Maria  Jane,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  J.  B.  Clarke, 
Member  of  H.  M.  Council  for  Cape  Breton. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Maude  &  Co. 


Having  stated,  in  our  first  volume,  thatH.  S.  H.  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  now  King  of  the  Netherlands,  when  recalled  from 
his  exile  in  England,  to  rule  over  the  Dutch,  was  conveyed 
to  Holland  in  the  Warrior  74,  commanded  by  Viscount  Tor- 
rington,  and  that  he  subsequently  conferred  upon  his  lordship 
the  insignia  of  the  Order  of  Wilhelm,  for  which  an  elegant 
sabre  was  afterwards  substituted;  we  shall  here  give  the 
translation  of  a  letter  shewing  the  alleged  cause  of  such  an  ex- 
change having  been  made. 

*'  Hague,  6/4  April,  1818. 

"  Sir, — Your  Excellency  will  recollect,  that  the  King,  wishing  to  give 
eomc  testimony  of  his  satisfaction  to  Lord  Viscount  Turrington,  for 
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having  commanded  the  ship  which  conveyed  his  Majesty,  in  1813,  to 
Scheveling,  had  named  that  oiSccr  a  Knight  of  the  Order  of  William 
of  the  2d  class,  but  that  the  regulations  established  in  England  were 
opposed  to  his  receiving  the  honor  which  his  JMajesty  had  conferred  upon 
him. 

"  The  king,  always  disposed  to  give  to  Lord  Torrington  a  mark  of  his 
esteem,  has  charged  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  departure  of  Vice-A'dmiral 
Baron  Van  de  Capellen,  to  address  to  your  Excellency  a  Sword  of  Honor, 
which  His  Majesty  intends  for  the  noble  Lord,  as  a  substitute  for  the  order 
of  knighthood. 

"I  beg  your  Excellency  to  Mivet personally  to  Lord  Torrington  this 
honorable  remembrance,  giving  him  at  the  same  time,  in  his  Majesty's 
name,  the  most  flattering  assurances  of  his  satisfaction.  If  Lord  Torring- 
ton should  not  be  in  London,  I  beg  your  Excellency  to  acquaint  him  by 
letter,  of  the  kind  intentions  of  the  King  with  regard  to  him. 

"  Accept,  Sir,  the  renewed  expressions  of  the  high  consideration  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"  Vour  Excellency's  most  humble  and  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  "A.  W.  C.  db  Naobll." 

"  To  His  Excellency,  the  Baron  Fagel, 
"  Embassador,  SfC.  ^c.  SfC. 
"  London.** 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  on  the  same  subject  from 
Viscount  Torrington  to  the  Right  Hon.  George  Canning  :— 

"  United  Service  Club,  May  6,  1824; 

"  My  dear  Sir,— I  trust  I  am  not  incorrect  in  addressing  myself  to  you, 
and  in  requesting  you  would  interest  yourself  in  preferring  what  I  feel  to 
be  my  just  claim  to  a  Foreign  Order,  which  has  been  withheld  from  me, 
under  circumstances  of  peculiar  hardship. 

"  In  soliciting  your  kind  attention  to  those  circumstances,  I  have  to  apo- 
logize for  intruding  myself  upon  your  valuable  time,  and  I  rely  upon  your 
good  humour  to  forgive  it. 

*•  The  King  of  the  Netherlands,  as  a  testimony  of  my  conduct,  when  in 
command  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Warrior,  forwarded  to  the  A<lmiralty,  the 
second  Order  of  William  III.  to  be  conferred  upon  me ;  which  Order  was 
returned  without  my  having  any  intimation  of  the  circumstance. 

"  When  I  afterwards  visited  Holland,  and  paid  my  respects  to  the  King , 
his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  notice  it,  with  an  expression  of  regret,  and  re- 
ferred me  to  his  prime  minister  for  an  explanation  ;  when  it  appeared  by  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  that  the  Order  in  ques- 
tion had  been  sent  back,  with  an  intimation  that  I  could  not  be  permitted 
to  accept  it,  in  consequence  of  my  not  having  been  under  fire.  To  this 
decision  I  submitted,  without  any  remonstrance,  as  a  deference  due  to  su- 
perior authority. 

"  Finding,  however,   that  Captain  (now  Rear-Admiral)   Baker,   who 
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served  in  the  same  expedition,  junior  to  myself  in  rank,  and  who  had  only 
arrived  on  the  coast  the  preceding  day,  having  merely  communicated  with 
the  existing  government,  and  landed  a  few  marines,  had  received  the  royal 
permission  to  accept  and  wear  the  third  Order  of  William  III.,  as  appears 
by  the  London  Gazette,  I  naturally  conceived  that  I  had  a  similar  claim 
to  the  same  indulgence. 

"  Without  desiring  to  detract,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the  merits  of 
that  gallant  and  distinguished  officer,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  he  was 
not  engaged  with  the  enemy  any  more  than  myself;  the  service  consisted 
in  both  of  us  having  landed  men,  arms,  ammunition,  &c. 

"  The  King  of  the  Netherlands,  and  the  British  Ambassador,  the  Earl  of 
Clancarty,  having  both  expressed,  in  the  strongest  manner,  their  sense  of 
my  services  on  that  occasion,  which  you  will  find  recorded  in  your  own 
office,  I  am  induced  to  hope,  that  his  Majesty's  Government  will,  on  a  re- 
consideration of  my  case,  remove  the  invidious  distinction  that  has,  from 
some  misapprehension  no  doubt,  been  thus  drawn  between  myself  and  an 
officer  acting  under  me,  and  by  giving  their  sanction  to  my  wearing  the 
Order  intended  for  me,  dismiss  those  impressions  which  must  be  unfavor- 
able to  me  as  a  naval  officer.    I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

"  My  dear  Sir, 
"  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

(Signed)  "  Torbington.'* 

In  reply  to  this  appeal,  Viscount  Torrington  received  a 
very  polite  note  from  the  Prime  Minister,  who,  however, 
declined  to  interfere  in  his  behalf. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  late  monarch  of  France,  as 
well  as  the  present  sovereign  of  the  Netherlands,was  once  under 
his  lordship's  protection.  The  former,  while  proceeding  to 
Rostock,  with  his  eldest  son  and  suite,  all  huddled  together  in 
a  British  gun-brig,  was  fallen  in  with,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Great  Belt,  by  the  Warrior,  and  escorted  by  her  to  the 
squadron  under  the  late  Sir  George  Hope,  then  cruising  off 
the  island  of  Rugen. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  a  contemporary  writer,  that  *'  the 
naval  battles  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  accession  of  the  illus- 
trious House  of  Hanover,  commence  with  the  name  of 
Btfug  *  ;"  and  it  might  justly  have  been  added,  that  the  loy- 
alty and  zeal  then  manifested  by  the  Nelson  of  that  age,  has 
ever  since  been  emulated  by  his  descendants ;  for  no  family  in 


*  Bkins'  Review  of  Naval  Battles,  2d  edit.  p.  i 


POST-CAPTAINS    OF    1814. 


249 


the  empire  has  ever  surpassed  them  in  attachment  to  their 
sovereign,  or  in  readiness  to  support  the  glory  of  his  crown. 


HON.  JAMES  ASHLEY  MAUDE. 

A  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Militart;  Order  of  the  Bath,  and 
Knight  of  the  French  and  Rusiian  Orders  of  St.  Louis  and  St.  Anne. 

This  officer  is  the  third  son  of  Cornwallis,  second  Viscount 
Hawarden,  an  Irish  peer,  by  his  third  wife,  Anne  Elizabeth 
Stanley,  sister  to  the  first  Viscount  Monck.  His  ancestor, 
Christopher  Maude,  a  member  of  the  Irish  House  of  Com- 
mons, emigrated  from  Yorkshire,  and  settled  at  Hawarden, 
CO.  Tipperary,  about  the  year  1639. 

He  was  born  Nov.  (r.  1786  j  made  c  lienteuant.  Mar.  29? 
1805  J  and  appointed  to  thf^  Villi  de  Paris,  -of  1 10  guns,  bear- 
ing the  flag  of  Lord  Coir::.gv^'oodj  on  the  iViediterranean  sta- 
tion, in  the  spring  of  1809.  His  .spirited  conduct  while 
serving  as  a  volunteer  at  the  raptufe  and  deaii-uction  of  a 
French  convoy  in  the  bay  of  STosp/^s  ca  v;hich  c  cc^bion  he  was 
slightly  wounded,  is  bvi;hly  spcket:  of  b;'  tae  coinmander -in- 
chief,  whose  official  letter  we  have  pve.n  ut  p.  1.57  ''^  *^y« 
His  commission  as  a  eomvnander  bcaris  d'^.te  Oct  22,  ^810, 

On  the  15th  Feb.  1812,  Captain  Mjtide  wr.3  i?,ppointe;3  to 
the  Nemesis  28,  armee  zn  jluU,  in  'vhich  ship  we  fin<l  bka 
very  actively  employed  on  the  coast,  of  Amfrica,  uatJl  Us  pr(,<» 
motion  to  post  rank.  Mar,  11,  1814.  Ha  next  obtaiaod 
the  command  of  the  Favoui  'te  20,  and  m  her  brought  home 
the  ratification,  by  the  President  and  Seaate  of  the  United 
States,  of  th-s  treaty  of  peace,  concluded  at  Chen' ,  iietween 
Great  Britain  and  America,  with  which  he  arrived  at  the 
Foreign  office,  Mar.  13,  J  816.  H.-  was  subsequently  em- 
ployed on  the  East  IrdJa  iti.tion.  His  last  appointment  was 
Feb.  9,  1825,  to  the  Glasgow  50,  in  which  frigate  he  con- 
veyed Lord  Strangr:<rd  to  Cronstadt,  and  afterwards  proceeded 
to  the  Mediterranean. 

The  Ck'.sgow  was  one  of  the  British  squadron  at  the  battle 
of  Navarin,  Oct.  20,  1827  * ;  and  in  consequence  thereof, 

*  See  Suppl.  Part  II.  p.  333. 
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Captain  Maude  was  nominated  a  C.  B.  &c.  &c.  as  above. 
He  returned  home,  Aug.  18,  1828. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  married,  Oct.  18,  1817,  Albina 
Broderich,  second  daughter  of  his  Grace  the  Archbishop  of 
of  Cashel. 


Agents,- 


-Messrs.  Stilwell. 


ANDREW  PELLET  GREEN,  Esq. 

Kmght  of  the  Royal  Hanoverian  Guelphic  Order,  and  of  the  Swedish  Mili- 
tary Order  of  the  Sword. 

This  officer  was  made  lieutenant  in  Aug.  1800 ;  and  he  ap- 
pears to  have  served  under  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Francis  Frce- 
mantle,  in  the  Ganges  74,  and  Neptune  98,  at  the  battles  of 
Copenhagen  and  Trafalgar,  April  2, 1801,  and  Oct.  21 ,  1805*. 

His  commission  as  commander  bears  date  Feb.  1,  1812. 
During  the  ensuing  winter  he  was  very  actively  employed 
in  the  Shamrock  brig,  on  the  Downs  station. 

In  April  1813,  the  Shamrock  was  placed  under  the  orders  of 
Captain  John  M*Kerlie,  who  had  previously  been  sent  to  di- 
rect the  operations  of  the  Heligoland  squadron  f.  The  manner 


•  The  first  broadside  fired  by  the  Neptune,  shot  away  the  main  and 
inizen-inasts  of  the  Bucentaure  80,  bcarinj^  Villcucuve's  flag,  nnd  doubtless 
killed  and  wounded  many  of  her  crew.  After  passing  under  that  ship's 
stern,  Captain  Frecmantle  hauled  up,  and  soon  found  himself  in  a  similar 
position  a-stern  of  the  huge  Santissima  Trinidada,  whose  main  and  miaen- 
masts  likewisp  came  down  with  a  tremunur>us  crash,  just  as  the  Leviathan 
was  in  the  act  of  seconding  a  fire  which  her  leader  had  so  successfully 
opened  t.  The  Nejitune  then  luffed  up  alongdide  the  Spanish  4-(lcckcr, 
while  the  Conqueror  kept  up-a  distant  fire  upon  her  to-windward.  The 
fure-mast  of  the  Spaniard  soon  share<l  the  fate  of  the  others,  and  she  lay  an 
unmanageable  wreck  upon  the  water.  At  this  moment  Captain  Frecmantle 
had  his  attention  suddenly  called  off  by  the  movement  that  was  making  in 
the  enemies'  van,  some  of  the  ships  of  which,  on  bearing  up,  raked  the 
Neptune,  and  caused  the  principal  part  of  the  damage  and  loss  which  she 
sustained  in  the  action.  Her  masts  were  all  more  or  less  injured,  and  her 
standing  and  running  ri;;ging  much  cut ;  she  received  nine  shot  between 
\vind  and  water :  10  of  her  crew  were  killed,  and  34  wounded, 
t  See  p.  190  et  tcq.  %  Sec  p.  180. 
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ill  which  that  force  was  employed  after  the  arrival  of  Captain 
Arthur  Farquhar,  to  succeed  the  above  officer,  will  be  seen 
by  reference  to  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  p.  932  et  seq. 

The  following  are  extracts  of  Captain  Farquhar's  official 
letter  to  Admiral  Young,  reporting  the  capture  of  the  enemy's 
batteries  at  Cuxhaven  :— 

"  H.  M.  S.  Desirde,  Dec.  1, 1813. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Fieoch  l>attcries  of  Phare  • 
and  Napoleon,  have  this  morning  surrendered  to  a  detachment  of  his  Im- 
perial Majesty's  troops,  commanded  by  Colonel  Alexander  Radinger,  and 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  squadron,  as  per  margin,  under  my  command  f. 

"  On  the  28th  ultimo,  I  arrived  here  from  Bremer-lehe,  and  found  that 
Captain  Green,  of  the  Shamrock,  had  collected  the  S(|uadron,  to  co-ope- 
i-ate  with  the  Russian  troops.  On  the  same  evening,  I  ordered  the  gun- 
boats to  take  a  position  above  Napoleon,  to  cannonade  that  battery  in  con- 
cert with  the  Rniisiaus,  and  advanced  the  squadron  ready  to  attack  Phare. 
"On  the  2!)th,  a  brisk  and  well-directed  hre  was  kept  up  on  fort  Napoleon 
by  the  gun-boats,  and  from  field-pieces  on  the  Russian  line,  with  consider- 
able effect;  and  their  tirailleurs  annoyed  the  enemy  in  both  batteries,  by 
a  constant  fire  of  musketry,  which  waa  returned  with  vigour ;  and,  from  the 
battery  of  Phare,  red-hot  shot  were  fired,  which  burnt  several  houses  in 
the  town.  During  this  time,  we  were  employed  in  landing  guns  from  the 
squadron,  and  erecting  a  battery  within  400  yards  of  the  works  of  Phare. 
On  the  morning  of  the  30th  it  was  completed,  and  presented  to  the  oneuiy 
a  formidable  appearance,  con-^  sting  of  six  18-pounders,  two  32-pounders, 
and  two  6-pounders.  The  morning  was  quite  thick,  and  obscured  our 
works ;  but  as  soon  as  it  cleared,  and  we  were  ready  to  commence  our 
attack,  '^e  enemy  threw  out  a  truce,  which  has  ended  in  the  surrender  of 
these  two  extremely  strong  Itatteries,  consisting  of  2(1  heavy  guns,  two  13- 
inch  mortars,  and  a  blockhouse,  with  a  garrison  of  300  ollicers  and  men, 
who  have  been  made  prisoners  of  war. 

"  The  expedition  with  which  Captains  Green  and  Danks,  who  hud  the 
direction  of  forming  and  ••ompleting  the  seamen's  battery,  performed  that 
service,  I  trust  will  speak  for  itself.     Lieutenant  Ilaultain,  whom  I  had  oo- 
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*  Cuxhaven. 
t  Dmri'e,  and  Shnmrock  ;  lilazer  brig.  Captain  Francis  IJanij; 
Piercer  gun  brig,  Lienteaant  Joshua  Kneeshaw ;  RedbreaU  ditto.  Lieute- 
nant Sir  George  Mouat  Keith,  Bart.;  6  gun-bont$,  Nos.  I,  3,  4,  8,  and 
10,  commanded  by  f/ieutoimnts  Job  Hanmer,  Charles  Henry  Scale,  Andrew 
Tullork,  Richard  Sopcr,  and  Francis  Darby  Romney  ;  and  2  ditto,  Nos.  2 
and  5,  under  the  coiuiuaiui  of  Aleisrs.  Thomas  Riches  -uid  John  Ilallowcs, 
petty  officers. 
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casion  to  metitioii  on  a  recent  occasion,  as  a  volunteer,  continued  his 
services  ;  and  witli  all  the  otHcers  and  men  of  the  squadron,  employed  on 
this  occasion,  merit  my  best  thanks,  as  well  as  the  gun-boats,  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Hanmer,  who  particularly  distinguished  themselves, 
by  their  well-directed  tire,  and  by  the  injury  they  did  to  the  enemy's 
works. 

"  I  am  extremely  happy  to  state,  that  the  loss  on  this  occasion  has  been 
very  trifling ;  on  the  part  of  the  Russians  2  killed  and  3  wounded  :  we 
have  sustained  no  loss." 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  reduction  of  Cuxhaven,  Cap- 
tain Green  had  been  appointed  to  the  Harrier  sloop  of  war; 
but,  instead  of  returning  home,  when  superseded  in  the  Sham- 
rock, he  continued  to  serve  under  Captain  Farquhar,  as  a 
volunteer,  until  the  fall  of  Gluckstadt,  in  Jan.  1814  *.  The 
orders  with  which  he  is  decorated,  were  conferred  upon  him 
for  his  services  in  the  German  rivers. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  promoted  to  post  rank 
April  12,  181 4  ;  and  appointed  to  the  Wye  of  24  guns,.  May 
16,  1815.  He  came  on  shore  in  the  month  of  December 
following,  and  remained  unemployed  until  Aug.  25,  1818 ; 
on  which  day  he  was  appointed  to  command  the  Rochfort  80, 
flag-ship  of  Sir  Thomas  F.  Freemantle,  who  died  at  Naples, 
Dec.  19,  1819.  In  consequence  of  that  event.  Captain  Green 
returned  to  England,  and  was  put  out  of  commission,  about 
April,  1820. 

^gent. — John  Chippendale,  Escj. 


HENRY  IIAYNES,  Esq. 

AssisTKO  at  the  capture  of  El  (lalgo,  Spaiii::h  national 
brig,  by  the  Crescent  frigate,  under  circumstances  highly 
creditable  to  his  captain  and  friend,  the  late  Commissioner 
Lobb  f.  His  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  appears  to 
have  taken  place  early  in  Jan.  IHOl.  He  afterwards  served 
under  Sir  Robert  Calder,  and  Captain  (now  Sir  George)  Cock- 
burn,  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  98,  and  Captain  74. 


•  Sec  Captain  John  Mahsiiall,  C.  B. 
t  See  Suppl.  Part  I.  p.  2!>!>,  ct  ttq,  and  Part  II,  note  at  p.  318. 
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In  I8O7,  Lieutenant  Haynes  again  joined  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  in  consequence  of  a  strong  recommendation  from 
Commissioner  Lobb  to  Admiral  Gambier,  whose  flag  was 
then  flying  on  board  that  ship,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
armament  bound  to  Copenhagen. 

During  the  operations  against  that  capital,  the  British  army 
received  very  efficient  assistance  from  the  active  and  zealous 
exertions  of  Lir.  tenant  Haynes,  particularly  at  the  landing 
of  the  ordnance  aid  military  stores ;  on  which  occasion  he 
was  employed  under  Captain  (now  Rear- Admiral)  John 
Bligh,to  whom  the  superintendence  of  the  disembarkation  had 
been  entrusted.  We  have  seen  a  letter  written  by  the  cap- 
tain of  the  fleet,  wherein  he  says,  "no  department  was 
better  conducted  than  the  one  Lieutenant  Haynes  superin- 
tended ;  and  the  officers  of  the  artillery  were  unanimous  in 
reporting  the  advantage  which  the  service  derived  from  his 
exertions." 

After  the  surrender  of  the  Danish  navy,  this  officer  was 
appointed  acting  commander  of  the  Hebe  armed  ship  ;  and 
he  appears  to  have  been  included  in  the  general  promotion  of 
Oct.  13,  I8O7.  We  subsequently  find  him  commanding  the 
Sapphire  sloop,  on  the  Halifax  and  Jamaica  stations.  His 
post  commission  bears  date  April  28,  1814. 

Captain  Haynes  married,  in  18l(i,  Harriet  Watkins,  seventh 
daughter  of  Thomas  Oliver,  of  Bristol,  Esq. 
y/gents. — Messrs.  Maude  and  Co. 


WILLIAM  BOWEN  MENDS,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutonant  early  in  1801  j  comnv«uder,  Feb.  26, 
1811;  and  post-captain.  May  26,  1814.  His  last  appoint- 
ment was  Jan.  21,  1824,  to  the  Blanche  46,  fitting  for  the 
South  American  station,  from  whence  he  returned  to  Ports- 
mouth, with  nearly  800,000  dollars  on  board,  Sept.  28,  1827. 
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GEORGE  GUSTAVUS  LENNOCK,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant  about  May,  1/95  ;  and  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  commander,  while  serving  on  the  Jamaica  sta- 
tion, Aug.  6,  1806.  He  there  successively  commanded  tiie 
Mignonne  and  Ferret  brigs. 

Captain  Lennock's  next  appointment  was,  Oct.  18,  1809,  to 
the  Raven  16,  in  which  vessel  he  continued  upwards  of  four 
years.  The  following  is  his  official  account  of  a  dashing  little 
service  performed  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  fleet  at  Flushing, 
in  an  intricate  passage,  and  on  a  lee  shore,  July  3,  1812 : — 

"  When  haulinpr  over  the  Droograan,  I  perceived  several  of  the  enemy's 
flotilla  that  had  been  exercising  considerably  to  leeward  in  the  Welling, 
and  was  induced  to  stand  on  to  ascertain  if  there  was  a  possibility  of  cut- 
ting any  of  the  detachment  off,  which  consisted  of  fourteen  brigs  *  ;  on 
proceeding  into  the  Weiling,  about  6-15  p.  m.,  found  we  could  fetch  some  of 
them  ;  but,  from  the  haziness  of  the  weather,  was  unable  to  make  it  known 
by  signal,  and  as  standing  back  to  do  so  would  lose  the  opportunity  of  dis- 
turbing their  manoauvres,  we  plied  up  with  them  as  far  as  Wulpen,  tiring 
occasionally  in  passing.  The  wind  blowing  strong  on  shore,  our  superior 
sailing  and  working  enabled  us  to  overtake  seven,  four  of  which  were 
obliged  to  anchor  close  to  the  surf,  under  their  batteries ;  the  other  three 
were  driven  on  sfc  re;  and,  at  7-30,  were  still  lying  on  the  beach  with  the 
sea  beating  over  them.    Only  one  shot  struck  us,  near  the  stern-post." 

On  reconnoitring  next  morning.  Captain  Lennock  found 
the  three  brigs  still  on  the  beach,  and  apparently  bilged. 
"  His  quickness  in  deciding  on  this  attack,  and  his  skill  and 
spirit  in  executing  it,"  obtained  him  very  high  approbation. 

On  the  21st  Jan.  1814,  this  officer  was  appointed  to  the 
Esk  corvette,  of  20  guns,  which  ship  he  paid  off,  and  recom- 
missioned  for  the  Jamaica  station,  in  Sept.  1815.  His  post 
commission  bears  date  June  4,  1814. 

Captain  Lennock  married,  in  1829,  Anne,  eldest  daughter 
of  J.  Walker,  of  Crawfordtown,  Esq. 
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*  Each  armed  with  3  or  4  long  24-pounder8. 
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RIGHT  HON.  LORD  NAPIER. 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh. 

Is  descended  from  John  Napier,  "  to  whom"  says  Hume, 
the  historian,  "  the  title  of  Great  Man  is  more  justly  due, 
than  to  any  other  whom  his  country  ever  produced."  He 
was  the  inventor  of  the  Logarithms  and  Robdologice,  com- 
monly called  "  Napier's  Bones ;"  and  likewise  author  of  a 
"Treatise  on  the  Revelation  of  St.  John."  These  works 
will  remain  lasting  monuments  of  his  sublime  judgment, 
knowledge,  and  penetration.  His  only  son  by  his  first  wife 
was  created  a  Scotch  peer,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Napier,  May 
4,  162/.  The  officer  of  whom  we  are  now  to  speak,  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Francis,  seventh  Lord  Napier,  one  of  the  KJ 
representative  peers  for  Scotland,  by  Maria  Margaret,  eldest 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Clavering,  K.  B. 

The  Hon.  William  John  Napier  was  born  Oct.  13, 
1786.  He  served  part  of  his  time  as  midshipman  under 
Lord  Cochrane,  in  the  Imperieuse  frigate,  and  commanded 
one  of  her  boats  at  the  attack  of  Arcasson,  Jan.  7,  1807  *. 
His  first  commission  bears  date  Oct.  6,  1809 ;  from  which 
period  he  served  in  the  Kent  74,  Captain  Thomas  Rogers, 
and  Sparrowhawk  18,  Captom  James  Pringle,  on  the  Medi- 
terranean station,  until  hij  ^,»omotion  to  the  rank  of  com- 
mander, June  1,  1812.  He  was  then  appointed  to  the  Gos- 
hawk 16,  stationed  on  the  coast  of  Catalonia,  where  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  wrecked  Sept.  21,  1813  f. 

We  next  find  Captain  Napier  commanding  the  Erne  cor- 
vette, of  20  guns,  to  which  ship  he  appears  to  have  been  ap  - 
pointed  in  Mar.  1814.  He  received  a  post  commission  June 
4  following ;  married  Mar.  28,  1816  t ;  became  F.  R.  S.  E. 
Jan,  20,  1818;  succeeded  his  father,  Aug.  1,  1823;  and 
obtained  the  command  of  the  Diamond  46,  fitting  for  the 
South  American  station.  May  6,  1824.     His  next  brother, 


•  See  Commaniler  David  Mapleton. 

t  Sec  Nov.  Chron.  v.  31,  p.  61. 

X  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Andrew  Cochrane  Johnstone. 
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Francis,  died  second  lieutenant  of  the  Argo  44,31  Port  Royal 
in  1814. 
Agents, — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  &  Son. 


H  ON.  SIR  ROBERT  CAVENDISH  SPENCER, 

Kn'tght  Commnnder  of  the  Royal  Hanoverian  Guelphic  Order,  and  a  Groom 
of  the  Bedchamber  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Clarence. 

This  officer  is  the  second  surviving  son  of  Earl  Spencer, 
K.  G.  formerly  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  by  Lady  La- 
vinia  Bingham,  eldest  daughter  of  Charles,  first  Earl  of  Lucan. 
It  may  be  truly  said,  that  under  the  direction  of  his  father, 
the  British  navy  was  raised  to  an  eminence  which  it  had 
never  before  attained.  It  was  during  the  noble  Earl's  admi- 
nistration, that  the  victories  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  Camper- 
down,  and  the  Nile,  were  achieved  by  Jervis,  Duncan,  and 
Nelson ; — these  battles  we  consider  to  be  unparalleled,  in  point 
of  consequence  and  glory,  by  any  equal  number  that  have  ever 
been  fought  at  sea. 

It  would  be  a  tedious,  and  indeed  superfluous  task,  to  enu- 
merate the  many  high  encomiums  that  were  lavished  on  Earl 
Spencer,  by  all  parties,  whilst  his  lordship  presided  with  so 
much  honor,  skill,  and  advantage,  at  the  helm  of  our  maritime 
affairs ;  but  the  animated  tribute  paid  to  his  professional 
abilities  and  judicious  disposition  of  Britain's  "  natural  bul- 
wark," by  a  political  opponent,  is  worthy  of  particular 
notice. 

"  No  one,"  said  the  Earl  of  Damley,  in  his  speech  on  the  state  of  the 
nation,  "  has  a  higher  opinion  than  I  have  of  the  noble  lord  over  against 
me  :  bis  character  is  deservedly  high.  Under  his  auspices,  we  have  tri- 
umphed in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  the  British  flag  has  been  carried  to 
a  pitch  of  unexampled  glory  1" 

To  show  the  high  opinion  entertaineil  by  Nelson  of  Earl 
Spencer,  we  shall  here  transcribe  a  letter  written  to  his  lord- 
ship by  that  transcendent  hero,  Oct.  10,  1804 ; — 

"  I  do  assure  you,  my  dear  Lord,  that  not  one  of  all  your  naval  friends, 
and  you  ought  to  have  many,  loves,  honors,  and  respects  you  more  than 
myself,  or  is  more  grateful  for  all  your  kindness.  Circumstances  may 
have  separated  us ;  but  my  sincere  rusprv'    ii\(l  attachment  can  never  be 
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sliakcn,  by  citlicr  political  or  other  considerations  ;  and  it  will  always  give 
inc  pleasure  in  sliewing  my  regard  for  the  Father  by  attentions  to  the  Son." 

The  son  alluded  to  by  Nelson  is  the  subject  of  the  following 
sketch. 

The  Hon.  Robert  Cavendish  Spencer  was  born  Oct.  24, 
}7^)\ ;  and  he  appears  to  have  commenced  his  naval  career 
ill  Aug.  1804,  at  which  period  we  find  him  embarking  as  mid- 
shipman on  board  the  Tigre80,  Captain  Benjamin  Hallowell, 
under  whom  he  continued  to  serve,  in  that  ship  and  the 
Malta  84,  until  he  received  an  order  to  take  charge  of  the 
Pelonis  brig,  in  Oct.  1812. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Tigre  and  Malta  were  employed 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  pp.  482,  483,  and  81 1  of  our  first 
volume ;  but  it  is  necessary  to  state,  tliat  Mr.  Spencer  was 
employed  in  all  the  boat  services  which  took  place  during  the 
period  of  the  second  expedition  to  Egypt,  and  at  both  the  un- 
successful attacks  of  Rosetta,  under  the  immediate  orders  of 
Captain  (now  Rear- Admiral)  Fellowes,  who  commanded  the 
gun-boats  on  the  Nile,  acting  in  co-operation  with  the  army 
against  fort  St.  Julian. 

Mr.  Spencer  also  assisted  at  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  French  convoy  in  the  bay  of  Rosas,  Nov.  1,  1809  *.  On 
that  occasion  he  was  employed  in  tiic  Tigrc's  launch,  under 
Lieutenant  Edward  Boxer,  the  senior  officer,  and  leader  of  the 
starboard  line  of  boats. 

The  launch's  officers  and  crew  were  amongst  the  first, 
who,  hauling  up  on  the  inshore  side  of  la  Lamproict,  pene- 
trated under  the  boarding  nettings,  which  the  Trench  on  that 
side  had  neglected  to  lace  down,  trusting  no  doubt  to  the  tre- 
mendous fire  of  musketry,  &c  |.  from  the  beach,  which  was 
expected  to  render  any  attempt  to  board  from  tliat  side  im- 
possible. 

Mr.  Spencer's  commission  as  lieutenant  bears  date  Dec. 
\'^f  1810;  hia  promotion  to  the  rank  of  commander  took 
place  Jan.  22, 1813.  On  the  latter  occasion  hf^  was  appointed 
to  the  Kite  brig,  of  IG  guns  ;  and   soon  after  to  the  Espoir 
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18,  which  gloop  joining  Sir  Edward  Pellew'e  fleet,  was  sc* 
lected  by  that  officer  to  form  a  part  of  Captain  Usaher's 
squadron  employed  off  the  French  coast,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Marseilles.  It  is  needless  to  say,  that,  so  com- 
manded, the  little  squadron  was  in  a  state  of  unceasing  acti- 
vity, few  days  passing  in  which  it  was  not  engaged  witli 
the  enemy.  Captain  Spencer's  gallant  and  judicious  conduct 
at  the  attack  of  Cassis,  near  Toulon,  Aug.  18,  1813,  has  been 
described  at  pp.  353-355  of  Supp.  Part  I. 

On  the  19th  Jan.  1814,  Captain  Spencer  was  appointed  to 
the  Carron  of  20  guns,  which  ship  he  continued  to  command 
after  his  advancement  to  post  rank,  June  4,  1814. 

The  Carron  was  one  of  the  small  squadron  under  Captain 
the  lion.  William  Henry  Percy,  at  the  attack  of  Fort  Bow- 
yer,  near  Mobile,  in  West  Florida,  Sept.  15,  1814.  It  will 
be  seen  by  the  oflicial  account  of  that  gallant  but  unsuccess- 
ful enterprise  (inserted  at  p.  C6  et  seg.),  that  after  the  senior 
ofliccr  anchored,  the  wind  died  away,  and  a  strong  ebb  tide 
prevented  Captain  Spencer  from  getting  his  ship  into  the 
position  wished  for.  He  therefore  left  her  distantly  engaged, 
hastened  to  the  assistance  of  his  gallant  friend,  and  remained 
with  him  on  board  the  Hermes,  until  the  boats  of  the  squadron 
came  alongside  to  take  out  her  surviving  officers  and  crew, 
the  greater  part  of  whom,  including  many  of  the  wounded, 
were  received  on  board  the  Carron. 

Sir  Alexander  Cochrane's  despatches  to  the  Admiralty,  dated 
Jan.  18,  1815,  acquaint  us  that  Captain  Spencer  was  very 
usefully  employed  in  the  expedition  against  New  Orleans,  of 
which  we  have  spoken  at  pp.  637-639  of  Vol.  I.  Part  II. 

Captain  Spencer,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  languages,  was  selected  by  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane 
to  obtain  information  respecting  the  state  of  Louisiana ;  in  the 
course  of  which  service,  and  in  procuring  guides,  pilots,  &c. 
for  the  approaching  expedition,  he  gained  the  marked  appro- 
bation of  his  diief.  He  narrowly  escaped  being  taken  pri- 
soner by  General  Jackson's  cavalry,  while  in  company  with 
an  officer  of  the  Quarter-Master-General's  department,  look- 
ing into  the  fort  of  Pensacola,  into  which  place  the  enemy's 
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cavalry  entered  at  the  moment  these  officers  pushed  off  from 
the  mole  head. 

Although  the  junior  captain  present.  Captain  Spencer  was 
selected  to  reconnoitre,  in  company  with  Major  Peddle,  Lac 
Borgne,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  where  a  landing 
could  be  best  effected.  Owing  to  the  influence  which  he 
had  obtained  over  the  emigrated  Spaniards  and  Frenchmen 
settled  as  fishermen,  &c.  he  prevailed  on  one  of  them  to 
take  Major  Peddie,  himself,  and  his  coxswain,  in  a  canoe  up 
the  creek,  and  this  party  actually  penetrated  to  the  suburbs 
of  New  Orleans.  The  object  for  whirh  they  proceeded 
thither  was  fully  effected,  these  officers  hu  dng  landed  and 
walked  across  to  the  Mississippi  river,  over  the  very  ground 
afterwards  taken  up  as  the  position  for  his  formidable  line  of 
defence  by  General  Jackson.  In  consequence  of  the  report 
made  by  Captain  Spencer  of  the  practicability  of  landing 
up  the  Bayou  Catalan,  the  army  embarked  and  arrived  at 
its  mouth  ;  when,  from  information  obtained  by  him,  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  occupied  some  houses  at  the 
entrance  of  the  creek  with  a  strong  piquet,  which  Captain 
Spencer  immediately  volunteered,  with  the  assistance  of  some 
troops,  to  surprise.  Colonel  Thornton  and  about  30  of  the 
85th  and  95th  regiments  were  accordingly  despatched  in  two 
barges,  directed  by  Captain  Spencer,  and  the  service  was 
effected  most  efficiently,  without  a  shot  being  fired  or  an 
alarm  given  j  had  it  been  otherwise,  the  army  would  have 
experienced  considerable  difficulty,  and  probably  sustained 
a  heavy  loss  in  landing. 

From  this  time  to  the  disastrous  8th  of  January,  when  the 
army  failed  in  its  last  attack  on  the  American  lines,  Captain 
Spencer  was  engaged  in  all  the  arduous  duties  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  the  officers  who  remained  on  shore.  The  services 
of  all  thus  employed  were  so  various  and  so  constant 
that  the  limits  of  this  work  do  not  allow  of  our  entering  into 
particulars,  although  it  may  truly  be  said  that  it  was  from 
bad  fortune,  and  no  want  of  exertion  on  the  part  of  the 
navy,  that  the  expedition  proved  abortive.  Soon  after  the 
evacuation  of  Louisiana,  a  division  of  the  army  was  disem- 
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barked  on  the  neck  of  land  beliind  Fort  Bowyer,  when  Captain 
Spencer  was  attached  to  the  party  of  seamen  landed,  and  held 
the  situation  of  second  in  command  under  Captain  Ricketts, 
of  the  Vengeur,  until  the  enemy  surrendered.  Captain  Fre- 
derick Langford,  of  the  Cydnus,  dying  about  this  time,  at 
Jamaica,  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  wrote  a  letter  to  Captain 
Spencer,  marking  his  sense  of  that  officer's  exertions  and 
conduct,  during  the  whole  of  the  operations  connected  with 
the  coasts  of  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  appointed  him  to 
the  command  of  the  Cydnus,  a  fine  38-gun  frigate. 

Peace  was  soon  after  concluded  with  the  United  States, 
and  it  being  desirable  to  keep  our  Indian  allies  from  further 
hostilities.  Captain  Spencer  was  selected  by  Sir  Pulteney 
Malcolm  for  the  delicate  service  of  settling  all  their  claims, 
and  dismissing  them  from  our  service.  This  was  completely 
arranged  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, notwithstanding  the  prejudices  and  wild  habits  of  the 
Indians,  amongst  whom  Captain  Spencer  lived  encamped  at 
Prospect  Bluff,  far  up  the  Apalachicola  river,  for  upwards  of  a 
month. 

Captain  Spencer's  next  appointment  was  May  20,  181 7» 
to  the  Ganymede  26.  Whilst  commanding  that  ship  in  the 
Mediterranean,  he  was  sent  by  Sir  Charles  V.  Penrose  to  re- 
monstrate with  the  Bashaw  of  Tunis  on  the  behaviour  of  his 
cruisers.  This  mission  was  not  only  successful,  but  the 
Bashaw  was  induced  to  sign  an  additional  article  to  the  ex- 
isting treaty,  binding  himself  to  certain  points  deemed  of 
importance  by  the  British  government. 

In  1819,  an  expedition  bchig  intended  by  Spain  for  the 
recovery  of  her  ultramarine  colonies,  and  it  being  supposed 
that  our  extensive  and  valuable  commercial  interests  might 
auflfer  between  the  contending  parties.  Sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy 
was  nominated  to  the  chief  command  on  the  coasts  of  South 
America,  and  Captain  Spencer  was  selected  by  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  to  command  a  frigate  under  his  orders;  he  was 
accordingly  appointed  to  the  Owen  Glcndower,  of  42  guns. 

That  ship  was  paid  off,  at  Chatham,  Sept.  17, 1822  ;  having 
previously  visited  Copenhagen,  to  which  place  Captain 
Spencer  was  accompanied  by  his  noble  fulhcr. 
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Oil  tlic  12th  April,  1823,  Captain  Spencer  was  appointed 
to  the  Naiad  46,  in  which  frigate,  after  a  cruise  in  the  Chan- 
nel, he  sailed  from  Spithead,  with  scaled  orders,  in  Sept.  fol- 
lowing. After  remaining  at  Lisbon  until  the  early  part  of 
1824,  we  find  him  proceeding  to  Algiers,  with  the  Camelion 
brig,  of  10  guns,  under  his  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  remonstrance  against  the  outrageous  proceedings  of  the 
Dey,  who  had  broken  open  the  house  of  the  British  Consul, 
and  taken  away  two  of  his  servants,  under  the  pretence  that 
they  belonged  to  a  tribe  called  Cabbais,  natives  of  the  interior, 
against  whom  the  Regency  had  commenced  a  war  of  extermi- 
nation and  plunder.  On  his  arrival  at  Algiers,  Captain 
Spencer  found  two  Spanish  vessels  in  the  mole,  which  had 
just  been  captured,  and  their  crews  destined  to  slavery. 
With  the  most  praiseworthy  feeling,  he  made  the  release  of 
these  poor  captives  a  part  of  his  demands,  agreeably  to  the 
Exmouth  treaty,  which  renounced  the  right  of  the  Dey  to 
enslave  Christian  subjects. 

After  waiting  four  days,  and  finding  the  Dey  still  obstinate 
in  refusing  his  just  claims.  Captain  Spencer  embarked  the 
Consul  General  and  family  on   board  the  Naiad,  and  on 
the  31st  Jan.  1824,  got  under  weigh  with  his  guests,  and 
worked  out  of  the  bay  with  the   Camelion  in  company. 
Whilst  the  Naiad  and  her  consort  were  beating  out,  the 
corvette  which  had  captured  the  Spanish  vessels  was  seen 
running  for  the  molej  and  chase  being  given  and  several 
shot  fired  across  her  bows  to  bring  her  to,  which  were  disre- 
garded, she  was  reduced  to  a  wreck  by  the  Naiad's  fire,  and 
subsequently  laid  on  board  very  gallantly  by  the  Camelion. 
Ih  afew  minutes  she  was  in  possession  of  the  brig's  crew,  and 
proved  to  be  the  Tripoli,  of  18  guns  and  100  men,  of  whom  7 
were  killed  and  12  wounded ;  the  British  sustained  no  loss. 
Finding  that  this  vessel  was  in  a  leaky  state,  and  so  much  dis- 
abled by  the  fire  she  had  sustained  as  to  make  her  quite  un- 
seaworthy.  Captain  Spencer  abandoned  her,  after  taking  out 
the  Algerine  commander  and  17  Spaniards,   the  latter  of 
whom  were  thus  happily  rescued  from  slavery. 

Captain  Spencer  then  proceeded  to  Malta,  for  the  purpose 
of  communicating  liis  proceedings  to  Sir  Harry  Nealc,  then 
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commander-in-chief  in  the  Mediterranean,  with  whom  he 
returned  two  days  afterwards  to  Algiers.  The  Dey  still  con- 
tinued obstinate  in  his  refusal,  and  a  blockade  was  established, 
during  the  whole  period  of  which  the  Naiad  was  employed  on 
that  coast. 

A  very  gallant  exploit,  subsequently  performed  ty  the 
boats  of  the  Naiad,  is  thus  described  by  Captain  Spencer  in 
an  official  letter  to  the  commander-in-chief,  dated  May  24, 
1824:— 

"  Sir, — I  have  much  satisfaction  in  acquainting  you  with  the  complete 
destruction  of  the  Al^erine  brig  of  war,  lately  reported  to  you,  moored 
alongside  the  walls  of  the  fortress  of  Bona,  by  the  boats  of  the  Naiad,  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.  Quin,  first  of  this  ship. 

"If,  in  detailing  this  affair,  I  should  trespass  somewhat  at  length  on 
your  time,  I  trust.  Sir,  you  will  attribute  it  solely  to  my  anxious  desire 
that  the  conspicuous  merit  of  the  officers  and  men  in  the  boats,  and  their 
gallant  leader,  should  have  due  credit,  the  whole  plan  of  the  operations 
having  been  formed,  and  all  the  details  arranged,  entirely  by  Lieut.  Quin 
himself;  excepting  that  I  objected  to  his  proposal  of  bringing  the  brig 
out,  knowing  her  situation  to  be  such  as  would  risk  very  many  lives  in  the 
attempt. 

"The  boats  left  the  Naiad  at  half-past  eleven  last  night,  and  being 
guided  in  their  approach  by  the  lights  and  fires  in  the  different  batteries, 
pulled  for  what  proved  to  be  a  sixteen-gun  brig  of  the  largest  class,  whose 
position  was  of  extraordinary  strength,  and  far  beyond  what  I  had  even 
imagined  possible. — She  was  moored  head  and  stern,  in  addition  to  a  chain 
cable  fast  on  shore,  in  a  bight  within  about  eighty  feet  of  the  walls  of  the 
fortress,  upon  which  I  counted  at  least  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  some  flank- 
ing her  on  either  side,  none  further  oflf  than  short  cannister  range,  and 
several  within  her  own  length,  amongst  which  latter  were  the  sixteen  guns 
belonging  to  the  brig  herself,  the  enemy  not  unreasonably  conceiving  that, 
by  placing  them  there,  in  preference  to  keeping  them  in  her,  all  attempts 
at  boarding  must  be  rendered  ineffectual  by  their  fire.  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  the  greater  part  of  her  crew  were  landed  to  work  them,  the  whole 
of  the  Turkish  garrison,  of  about  four  hundred  soldiers,  having  sufficient 
employment  in  managing  the  other  guns,  and  keeping  up  a  heavy  fire  of 
musketry  from  the  embrasures  and  wall,  almost  overhanging  her  deck.  A 
few  sailors,  left  as  look-outs,  escaped  to  the  shore,  leaving  the  brig  so 
lightened  as  to  cause  the  greatest  difficulty  in  ascending  her  sides.  All 
these  obstacles,  and  the  tremendous  fire  of  cannon  and  small  arms,  kept  up 
during  the  whole  time  the  boats  were  in  sight,  which,  from  the  illumination 
caused  by  the  burning  vessel,  was  lengthened,  served  only  as  a  means 
of  shewing  how  vain  all  resistance  is,  when  British  seamen  and  marines 
are  led  by  their  officers  iu  the  way  they  were  upon  this  occaiiiou.    Licute- 
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nant  Qiiin  dkl  not  leave  the  \mg  until  she  was  in  a  complete  blaze  in  all 
parts,  which  ended  in  her  partially  blowing  up,  bunun^^  to  the  water's 
edge,  and  at  last  sinking  in  such  a  depth,  that  not  a  particle  of  her  is 
to  be  seen,  her  masts  having  fallen  in  the  flames. 

•'No  language  that  I  am  master  of  can  convey  to  you.  Sir,  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  intrepidity  of  the  attack,  which  could  only  be  sciualled  by  the 
cool  courage  displayed  during  the  time  necessary  to  distribute  the  fire 
in  all  parts  of  a  vessel  under  such  circumstances. 

"The  oflicers'  names  engaged  in  this  service  are  subjoined;  for  as  all  did 
their  duty  so  nobly  on  this  occasion,  and  have  ou  all  former  ones  given 
me  such  perfect  satisfaction,  I  cannot  in  justice  particularize.  They 
unite  in  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  silence  and  good  ctmduct  of 
the  men,  who  did  not  allow  a  whisper  to  be  heard  until  the  enemy's  first 
round  of  grape,  which  they  answered  with  three  clieers. 

"  I  have  great  pleasure  in  adding,  that,  notwithstanduig  so  very  difFcrcnt 
a  return  might  have  been  expected,  I  have  only  to  report  a  few  men  hurt 
by  severe  contusions,  and  none  killed,  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  tiie 
masterly  manner  the  business  was  conducted  in ;  the  whole  of  the  credit  of 
which  is  due  to  Lieut.  Quin,  to  whom  I  confided  tlic  entire  arrangement; 
and  I  hopje  you  will  honor  him  with  your  recommendation. 

"  I  have  honor  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  "II.  C.  Spencer,  Captain." 

"Sir  Harry  Neale,  Bart.  G.C.D,  Fice  Admiral,  Hfc" 

List  of  Officers  ami  Midshipmen  employed  in  the  Boats. 
*'  Lieutenants — Michael  Quin,  Thomas  Dilke,  and  George  Evans;  Lieut. 
W.  S.  Knapman,  R.  M. ;  Messrs.  Searls  Wood  Oldham,  Thomas  Lavington, 
David  Moseberry,  John  Robb,  (Jharles  Edward  Schreiber,  George  Davies, 
John  L.  N.  Sealy,  Charles  Hotham,  Hon.  Frederick  William  Grey,  Charles 
D.  Ryder,  and  Edmund  H.  Seppings,  midshipmen  *." 

Whilst  employed  on  the  Bavbary  coast,  the  Naiad  captured 
the  Muni,  from  Leghorn  bound  to  Algiers  ;  and  assisted  in 
cutting  out  a  ship  laden  with  grain,  from  under  the  forts  of 
Bona. 

The  bomb-vessels  and  others  of  the  squadron  having  as- 
sembled in  the  bay  of  Algiers,  the  signal  was  at  length  made 
to  take  up  the  positions  previously  arranged,  for  the  purpose 
of  bombarding  the  town,  which  was  only  prevented  from 
being  carried  into  effect  by  the  Dey  communicating  to  Cap- 
tain Spencer,  who  had  been  sent  on  shore,  his  readiness  to 


*  This  letter  appeared  in  the  London  Gazette. 
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come  to  terms.  As  it  appeared  likely  the  negociations  and 
final  arrangements  would  occupy  some  days,  the  commander- 
in-chief  then  dispersed  his  squadron,  and  left  Captain  Spencer 
to  conclude  the  treaty  with  the  Dey,  which  he  performed  to 
the  perfect  satisfaction  of  government. 

The  Naiad  was  subsequently  employed  in  most  of  the  ac- 
tive duties  in  the  Archipelago,  and  other  parts  of  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  and  Captain  .jpcncer  had  the  charge  of  many  of 
the  negociations  which  the  affairs  then  going  on  in  Greece, 
&c.  so  frequently  rendered  necessary,  and  in  some  important 
communications  with  the  commander  of  the  Turkish  forces 
in  the  Morea,  and  with  the  Greek  chiefs,  his  exertions  were 
crowned  with  a  very  satisfactory  result ;  but,  being  of  a  secret 
nature,  wc  are  unable  to  give  the  particulars. 

On  the  Naiad  being  ordered  home,  Sir  Harry  Neale  ad- 
dressed the  following  letter  to  Captain  Spencer. 

"  Revenge,  Malta,  2d  Aug.  182G. 
*'  Sir, — In  forwarding  to  you  your  orders  for  the  Naiad's  immediate  re- 
turn to  England,  I  cannot  but  accompany  them  with  an  expression  of  re- 
gret at  the  close  of  your  services  under  my  command ;  for  I  have  been 
sensible  of  the  zeal  and  judgment  that  you  have  sliewn  in  tlie  performance 
of  the  important  duties  that  I  have  entru.'tted  to  your  management ;  and  I 
mus^  add,  that  I  have  observed  with  pleasure,  the  good  discipline  of  the 
Naiad  (and  particularly  the  attention  which  you  have  so  successfully  dc- 
\o^fx\  to  the  exercise  of  the  great  guns) ;  which,  while  it  has  ensured  the 
efficiency  of  the  ship,  and  done  honor  to  her  officers  and  ship's  company, 
lias,  at  the  same  time,  aflbrded  a  useful  example  to  the  sloops  which  have 
been  from  time  to  time  employed  under  your  orders.    I  am.  Sir,  tScc. 

(Signed)  *'  H.  Nkale,  Vice-Admiral." 

The  Naiad  was  paid  off  at  Portsmouth,  in  the  autumn  of 
182G.  The  high  state  of  perfection  to  which  gunnery  was 
carried,  and  the  admirable  system  of  discipline  established  on 
board  that  frigate  during  the  period  of  Captain  Spencer's 
command,  is  said  "  never  to  have  been  exceeded.*** 

In  Aug.  1827,  Captain  Spencer  was  appointed  Private  Se- 
cretary to  11.  U.  H.  the  Lord  High  Admiral ;  and  he  con- 
tinued to  fill  that  situation  mitil  the  royal  duke's  retirement 
fnmi  oflicc,  in  Sept.  1828,  wit!«  what  credit  to  himself,  and 
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sutiBfaction  to  H.  R.  H.,  may  be  judged  of  from  the  circum- 
stance of  hia  being  honored  by  a  nomination  as  Groom  of  the 
Bedchamber  to  H.  R.  H.,  and  the  mark  of  favor  shewn  by  his 
Sovereign,  who,  in  October  of  the  same  year,  conferred  upon 
liini  the  title  of  Knight  Commander  of  the  Royal  Hanoverian 
Guelphic  Order.  He  was  knighted  at  Windsor,  on  the  24th 
of  the  following  month. 

Sir  Robert  C.  Spencer  now  commands  the  Madagascar  46, 
on  the  Mediterranean  station.  He  received  Iiis  appointment 
to  that  ship  Sept.  26,  1828  ;  and  sailed  from  Portsmouth  Jan. 
21,  1829.  His  brother,  the  Hon.  Frederick  Spencer,  com- 
manded the  Talbot  28,  at  the  battle  of  Navarin  *. 
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GEORGE  FERGUSON,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant  Mar.  30,  1805 ;  commander  Dec. 
27,  1808;  and  post-captain  June  6,  1814. 

On  the  14th  Dec.  1809,  being  then  in  the  Pyladcs  sloop, 
on  the  Mediterranean  station,  he  captured  I'Aiglc  French 
privateer,  of  10  guns  and  80  men. 

Captain  Ferguson  married,  first,  in  1812,  Elizabeth,  only 
daughter  and  heiress  of  J.  Woodhousc,  Esq.  of  Aramstonc 
House,  Herefordshire;  and  secondly,  in  April,  1825,  the 
Hon.  Elizabeth  Jane  Rowley,  sister  to  the  ^^'•rjscnt  Lord 
Langford. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Maude  and  Co. 


.1 


SIR  WILLIAM  GEORGE  PARKER,  Dart. 

Only  son  cf  the  late  Admiral  Sir  William  Parker,  P.art. 
by  Jane,  eldest  daughter  of  Edward  Collingwood,  of  Green- 
wich, Esq.  t 


•  8ce  Siippl.  Part  II.  pp.  :i'2\)—'33i. 
f  Vicc-Adinlriil  8ir  William  I'uikcr  ditd  at  Ham,  near  Uiclimoiul,  CO. 
•■^urn-y,  Dec.  JI,  IWJ. 
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This  officer  was  born  Aug.  19,  17H7  ;  and  made  lieutenant 
Feb.  2, 1803.  We  first  find  him  serving  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Thomas  Livingston,  Bart,  and  assisting  at  the  cap- 
ture of  a  Spanisli  national  brig,  of  18  guns  and  109  men,  on 
the  Mediterranean  station,  April  4,  1806.  The  capture  of 
the  schooner  mentioned  at  p.  244  of  Vol.  11.  Part  I.  is  thus 
described  by  his  gallant  captain,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  CoUing- 

wood,  dated — 

**  Renomnnfe,  off  Cape  Palos,  4th  Majf,  1806. 

"  This  morning,  about  1  a.  m.;  the  boats  of  the  Rcnotom^e  and  Nautilus, 
under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Sir  William  Parker,  of  this  ship,  {gal- 
lantly boarded,  carried,  and  brought  out  from  under  the  fire  of  the  guns  of 
the  town  and  Torre  de  V'ieja,  and  also  from  under  the  fire  of  more  than 
100  musketeers,  his  Catholic  Majesty's  schooner  Giganta,  of  I)  guns,  viz. 
two  24-pounders  and  three  4-poundei.s,  long  guns,  and  four  4-pound- 
ers,  swivels,  with  a  crew  of  38  men.  She  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  fit  for 
bis  Majesty's  service,  pailicularly  at  Gibraltar. 

"  The  officers  who  gallantly  supported  Sir  William  Parker,  were  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  Adams  ;  Mr.  Henry  Meerton,  lieutenant  R.  M. ;  and  IMr. 
Timothy  Murray,  boatswain,  of  the  Kenommde :  Lieutenant  Alexander  Ncs- 
bctt,  and  Mr.  Dawson,  carpenter  of  the  Nautilus.  W'hen  it  is  coitsidered, 
this  schooner  was  moored  with  a  chain,  within  half-pislol  shot  of  the  shore ; 
(hat  she  had  boarding  nettings  up,  and  was  in  every  respect  prepared  to 
receive  our  boats,  as  were  alao  the  batteries  and  uiuskcteerB,  too  mucli 
praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  employed  }  and  I  am  con- 
fident their  conduci  will  meet  your  lordbhip's  approbation. 

"  In  this  aflfuir.  Mr.  Charles  Forbes  mi«l3hii)n>un,  and  .3  men  were  badly 
wounded ;  3  others  slightly.  The  enemy  had  l>  men  wounded,  one  of 
them  mortally,  the  others  severely : — there  were  none  killed  ou  cither 
side." 

Ou  tlio  night  of  Oct.  21,  1806,  the  RcnomnK^e's  boat.s,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Sir  William  Parker,  cptcrcd  the  port  of 
Colon,  in  the  island  of  Majorca,  and,  in  the  face  of  a  fire 
from  the  vcbsels  lying  there,  and  also  from  the  tower  of 
Falconara,  gallantly  boarded  and  carried  a  Spanish  tartan, 
mounting  4  guns,  and  two  settees  ileeply  laden  witli  grain, 
one  of  them  armed.  Tlio  latter  were  with  great  difficulty 
brought  out ;  but  the  tartan,  having  got  on  shorr,  was  set  fire 
to  and  destroyed.  In  th.e  execution  of  this  bolii  enterprise, 
tlic  British  had  only  one  man  wounded. 

On  the  following  night,  Sir  William  Parker  brought  oft*, 
from  under  the  guns  of  Falcuiiurn,  a  settee,  muuuting  2  giuis. 
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On  this  occasion  he  was  much  annoyed  by  musketry  from 
behind  the  bushes,  which  wounded  one  of  his  men.  To  put 
a  stop  thereto,  he  landed  with  a  few  sailors  and  marines, 
killed  1  Spaniard,  and  drove  off  the  remainder.  The  boats 
then  rejoined  their  frigate  without  any  further  loss. 

Sir  William  G.  Parker  subsequently  served  as  flag-lieute- 
nant to  Sir  John  T.  Duckworth,  commander-in-chief  at  New- 
foundland, He  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  commander  Nov. 
29,  1810;  and  appointed  to  the  Rinaldo  brig  of  10  guns, 
Feb.  1,  1812.  On  the  4th  May  following,  he  assisted  at  the 
recapture  of  the  Apelles  brig,  an  account  of  which  is  given 
at  p.  114  c^  seq.  His  next  appointment  was,  May  21,  1813, 
to  the  Fly  16,  in  which  vessel  he  continued  until  his  advance- 
ment to  post  rank,  June  6,  1814.  He  married,  in  Aug.  1808, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  J.  C.  Still,  Esq. 

Jgent, M'Inerheny,  Esq. 


I''   ■■':m 


GEORGE  ROSE  SARTORIOUS,  Esq. 

Obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  Mar.  5,  1808  j  and  com- 
manded the  boats  of  the  Success  frigate,  and  Espoir  brig,  at 
the  destruction  of  two  vessels  laden  with  oil,  on  the  beach 
near  Castiglione,  April  4,  1810  *.  On  the  25th  of  the  same 
month,  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  a  ship  and  three  barks, 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  castle  of  Tcrreciiio  +.  ilis  com- 
mission  as  commander  bears  date  Feb.  1,  1812. 

In  Aug.  following,  Captain  Sartorious  was  appointed  to  the 
Boxer  brig,  of  14  guns  ;  and  July  22,  1813,  to  the  Avon  18, 
which  latter  vessel  he  continued  to  command  until  promoted 
to  post  rank,  June  6, 1814.  His  next  appointment  was,  Dec. 
14  following,  to  the  Slaney  20,  in  which  ship  he  was  present 
at  the  surrender  of  Napoleon  Bucnaparte,  to  Captain  Mait- 
land  of  the  Bellcrophon,  July  15,  1815.  We  lastly  find 
him  conimanding  the  Py ramus  42,  at  Lisbon. 

^gt'Hf, — J.  Copland,  Esq, 
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t  Scu  Cutuiuandor  William  Auuusri;^  Ualmuakut. 
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ROBERT  WAUCFIOPE,  Esq. 

Son  of  Andrew  Wauchope,  Esq.  of  Niddrie  Marischal, 
N.B. 

Ihis  officer  received  his  first  commission  Dec.  21,  1808; 
and  was  a  lieutenant  of  the  Magicicnne  frij^ate.  Captain  Lu- 
cius Curtis,  when  that  ship  was  destroyed  in  Port  Sud-Est, 
Isle  of  France,  from  whence  he  was  sent  in  her  barge  to 
Bourbon,  to  acquaint  Commodore  Rowley  with  the  unfortu- 
nate issue  of  the  attack  upon  the  French  squadron  under 
Mona.  Dupcrrt:;  *.  Wc  subsequently  find  him  in  the  Havan- 
nah  36,  Captain  the  Hon.  George  Cadogvin,  under  whom  he 
served  until  made  commander.  Mar.  21,  1812. 

Captain  Wauchopc's  post  commission  bears  date  June  C, 
1814.  His  last  appointment  was,  April  19,  1810,  to  tlu- 
Eurydice  24,  fitting  for  tlie  St.  Helena  station.  He  married, 
April  17 1  1822,  Amie,  daughter  of  the  lute  Sir  David  Car- 
negie, 13avt.  of  Southcsk. 

^iients, — Messrs.  Goode  and  Clarke. 


¥. 


CHARLES  HOPE  WATSON,  Esq. 

Third  son  of  the  late  Charles  Watson,  of  Saugkton,  co. 
Mid-Lothain,  Esq.  by  Lady  Margaret  Carnegie,  sister  to  Ad- 
miral the  Earl  of  Northesk,  G.  C.  B.,  &c. 

This  officer  was  a  midshipman  of  the  Defence  7^i  Captain 
(afterwards  SirGeorge)  Hope,  at  die  glorious  battle  of  Trafal- 
gar, on  which  memorable  occasion  that  ship  had  her  main- 
mast shot  through  and  wounded  in  several  places,  her  gafV  cut 
in  tM'O,  her  lower  and  top-mast  rigging  much  injur'^'.V  several 
hanging  knees  and  chain-plates  carried  away,  one  shot  through 
the  knee  of  the  head,  and  five  between  wind  and  water. 
Her  loss  amounted  to  7  i»cn  killed  and  29  wounded  f. 

Mr.  Watson  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  June 


i/:». 


•  Sec  Suppl.  I'art  II,  pp.  \(\i—\ 
t  Rcur-Athuirul  Sir  Ocurjr':  llopo,  K.  C.  13,  died  May  2,  1813  i  ugid 
J  ycurs. 


POST-CAI'TAINa    OF    ISM.  269 

10,  I8O7  }  and  wc  next  find  him  serving  under  Captain  Pa- 
trick Campbell,  in  I'lJuitd  frigate,  on  the  Mediterranean  sta- 
tion. On  tiie  2d  May,  1808,  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of 
El  Ronco,  Italian  brig  of  war,  of  16  thirty-tvvo-pounder  brass 
carronades  (pierced  for  18)  and  100  men.  The  capture  of 
two  other  vessels  of  the  same  description  is  thus  described  by 
Captain  Campbell,  in  a.i  official  letter  to  Lord  CoUingwood, 
dated  offPremuda,  in  the  Adriatic,  June  1,  1808: — 

"  Having  taken  sheUer  under  Lusin,  in  a  heavy  N.  E.  gale,  on  the  28th 
ult-,  which  continued  until  the  afternoon  of  the  31  st,  when  I  weighed,  get- 
ting from  under  the  land  about  5  p.  m.,  three  o<ul  were  seen  close  under 
Prcmuda,  on  the  starboard  tack,  with  the  wind  at  east,  and  were  soon 
made  out  to  be  brigs  of  war ;  chase  was  instantly  given.  On  seeing  us, 
they  wore,  and  stood  with  the  apparent  intention  of  gaining  the  channel  of 
Zara.  As  the  night  was  likely  to  be  clear,  and  the  wind  moderate,  I  de- 
termined following  tlicm,  although  the  navigation  is  extremely  intricate, 
and  we  were  not  acquainted  with  it ;  but  trusting  entirely  to  the  lead,  and 
a  good  look-oi' ;.  Tortunately  wc  kept  sight  of  them  until  1 1-30,  and  by 
carrying  a  press  of  sail,  we  again  got  sight  of  two  a  little  after  3  A.  m., 
al)out  two  miles  on  our  Ice  beam  :  the  helm  was  immediately  put  up ;  but 
the  sails  were  hardly  trimmed,  when  the  third  was  observed,  on  the  starboard 
tack,  on  our  larboard  bow ;  we  hauled  to  the  wind,  passed  her  within 
musket-shot  to  leeward,  and  gave  her  our  larboard  broadside,  with  such 
effect,  as  to  completely  knock  her  up,  so  that  she  struck  without  firing  a 
gun,  the  people  having  run  from  their  quarters.  Boats  were  immediately 
despatched  to  bring  the  offic  ers  on  board,  and  secure  her,  and  sail  made 
after  the  other  two,  who  were  making  off  through  one  of  the  passages,  to  get 
to  sea;  it  falling  little  wind,  and  they  making  use  of  their  sweeps,  it  was 
not  until  nearly  7  that  ivc  cot  within  shot  of  the  sternmost,  who,  after  re- 
ceiving a  few  from  us,  and  seeing  no  chance  of  escaping,  fired  her  broadside, 
struck  her  colours,  and  ran  on  slioro.  It  continuing  to  fall  less  wind,  the 
other  brig,  being  much  mailer,  by  the  help  of  her  swcl  .■,  was  leaving  us 
fast;  as  there  was  no  appcaraiKe  of  its  freshening,  nid  she  having  got 
amongst  a  cluster  of  sma',1  islamls,  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  secure 
what  we  had  gut,  and  endeavour  to  get  the  one  which  had  run  on  shore, 
off;  which  wc  soon  effected  without  her  receiving  the  least  damage. 
Thoy  proved  to  be  the  Ncttuno  and  TeurK^,  of  Ifi  SL'-ponnders,  I)ra8s  car- 
ronades, and  1 15  men  e:<'jh,  sent  from  Zara  the  day  before  for  the  purpose 
of  attacking  ua,  having  heard  that  we  had  so  many  men  absent  and  sick 
that  wc  musi  fall  uti  easy  prey.    They  are  exactly  the  si^e  of  il  Ronco*, 


*El  Ronco,  3.14  tons;  Nottuuo,  Ml  tons;  Teuli<',  .'^33  (ons :  they 
wercr.fterwards  commissioned  aslhitish  sloops  of  war,  under  the  uailics  of 
Tuscan,  Cretan,  and  Roman. 
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and  but  a  few  months  old.  I  subjoin  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
and  it  affords  mc  the  greatest  possible  satisfaction  that  we  had  not  a  man 
hurt*.  (Signed)  "Pat.  Campbell." 

At  this  period,  Lieutenant  Watson  was  the  only  officer  of 
that  rank  on  board  TUnitd.  Lord  Collingwood,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Admiralty,  dated  July  23, 1808,  says : — 

"  Of  the  zeal,  activity,  and  skill  of  Captain  Campbell,  I  have  had  fre. 
quen^  occasion  to  write  in  terms  of  praise ;  he  has  the  King's  service  warmly 
at  heart,  and  Ids  enterprises  never  fail  of  producing  good  ;  of  his  officers  he 
speaks  in  high  commendation,  particularly  of  the  first  lieutenant,  Watson ; 
and  I  beg  their  lordships  will  allow  me  to  second  the  recomir  ndation  of 
his  captain,  and  offer  his  merits  to  his  regard." 

During  the  time  that  Lieutenant  Watson  belonged  to 
rUnite,  he  had  the  direction  of  several  boat  attacks,  and  cap- 
tured and  destroyed  a  number  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  one  of 
which  was  a  French  privateer,  of  5  guns  and  36  men :  some  of 
the  other  prizes  also  were  armed,  and  made  resistance ;  but 
his  total  loss  on  these  occasions  did  not  exceed  1  killed  and  4 
wounded.  His  commission  as  commander  bears  date  Aug. 
13,  1812. 

Captain  Watson  subsequently  commanded  the  Arachne  18, 
and  Talbot  frigate,  on  the  Leeward  Islands  and  Jamaica  sta- 
tions.    He  obtained  post  rank  June  6,  1814. 

This  officer  married,  in  July  1824,  Mary,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  William  Ramsay,  of  Barnton,  co.  Mid-Lothian, 
Esq. 

Agetifs. — Messrs.  Maude  and  Co. 


SIR  JOHN  GORDON  SINCLAIR,  Bart. 

Was  made  lieutenant  July  7,  1809;  and  promoted  to  the 
command  of  the  Redwing,  a  line  18-gun  brig,  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean station,  Aug.  13,  1812.  In  the  following  year  he  was 
very  actively  employed  between  '"-mlon  and  Marseilles,  ns 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  pp.  193,  194,  353,  et  seg.  of 
Suppl.  Part  r. 


Nettunu  7  killed,  2druwuud,  1.')  wounded.    Teuli<;  5  sjaiui  16  wounded. 
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Sir  John  G.  Sinclair  was  posted  June  6,  1814 ;  and  ap- 
pointed to  the  Doris  42,  fitting  for  the  South  American  sta- 
tion, Feb.  1,  1825.  He  married,  June  15,  1812,  Ann,  only 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Admiral  De  Courcy. 


•:.' 
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ROBERT  GAMBIER,  Esq. 

Second  son  of  the  late  Commissioner  Samuel  Gambier, 
11.  N.  by  Jane,  youngest  daughter  of  Daniel  Mathew,  of  Felix 
Hall,  CO.  Essex.  Esq*. 

This  officer  was  born  at  Wateringbury,  co.  Kent,  Aug.  3, 
1791.  He  entered  the  royal  navy  Aug.  3,  1804,  and  served 
as  midshipman  on  board  the  Diadem  G4,  under  Sir  Home 
Popham,  at  the  capture  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  Maldonado.  On  his  return  from  South  America, 
he  joined  the  Surveillante  frigate,  and  was  present  in  that 
ship,  at  the  surrender  of  the  Danish  navy.  In  1809,  he 
assisted  at  the  capture  of  le  Milan  French  corvette,  of  18 
guns  a.id  115  men  ;  and  la  Comtesse  Laure  privateer,  of  14 
guns  and  55  mcnf.  His  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
took  place  Sept.  5,  1810;  on  which  occasion  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Caledonia  110,  bearing  the  flag  of  his  uncle. 
Admiral  Lord  Gambier.  His  subsequent  appointments  wcrel 
to  the  Loire  frigate  and  Edinburgh  74,  from  which  latter  ship 
he  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Pelorus  brig,  on  the 
Mediterranean  station,  Sept.  30,  1812. 

Captain  Gambler's  post  commission  bears  date  June  6, 
1814.  In  the  summer  of  1815,  we  find  hlni  commanding  the 
Myrmidon  20,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Frederick  L. 
Maitland,  and  employed  by  that  officer  in  blockading  the 
Maumusson  passage  until  the  surrender  of  Napoleon  Bouna- 
parte,  ^Wlen  he  accompnnied  the  Bellerophon  to  England, 
bringing  wilh  him  several  French  officers,  &c.  belonging  to 
the  fallen  chieftain's  suite. 
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•  Commissioner  (jaml)icr  (lied  May  II,  1813, 
t  SccVol.  11.  Partll.  r.52I. 
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•  In  Oct.  181/i  Captain  Gambicr  rc-commissioncd  the  Myrmi- 
don, and  he  continued  to  connnand  her  on  the  peace  establish- 
ment for  a  period  of  three  years.  In  1820,  he  was  appointed 
an  Inspecting  Commander  of  the  Revenue  Coast  Guard  ;  and 
in  June,  1825,  to  the  command  of  the  Pyramus  42,  in  which 
frigate  he  sailed  for  Vera  Cruz,  Oct.  21  following,  having  on 
board  Mr.  Morier,  H.  M.  commissioner  to  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  and  Sir  Robert  Ker  Porter,  consul-general  to  Colum- 
bia. He  resigned  the  Pyramus,  in  consequence  of  the  illness 
of  his  lady,  about  July,  1826. 

Captain  Gambicr  married,  Oct.  27,  1816,  Caroline  Gore, 
fourtli  daughter  of  Major-General  Gore  Browne,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Plymouth,  and  commandant  of  the  western  dis- 
trict. By  tliat  lady,  who  died  at  Malta,  Mar.  10,  1827,  he 
had  issue  one  son  and  three  daughters.  One  of  his  brothers, 
Edward  John,  is  a  barrister-at-lavv  ;  another,  George  Cornish, 
a  captain  in  the  royal  navy  ;  and  a  third,  Frederick,  rector  of 
East  Compton,  in  Dorsetshire. 

urgent.— T,  Collier,  Esq. 


HARRY  HOPKINS,  Esq. 

Entered  the  navy  under  the  auspices  of  Captain  William 
Henry  llicketts,  nephew  to  Earl  St.  Vincent,  with  whom 
he  served  in  the  Bonetta  sloop,  on  the  West  India  station, 
from  1787  till  l/'^'  During  the  Spanish  armament,  we  find 
him  in  the  Canada  74,  connuanded  by  the  late  Lord  Hugh 
Seymour;  and,  subsequently,  in  the  Inconstant  and  Niger 
frigates.  Captains  George  Wilson  and  Richard  Goodwin  Keats. 
j\t  the  co»amcncemcnt  of  the  French  revolutionary  war,  he 
again  joined  his  friend  Lord  Hugh,  then  commanding  the  Le- 
viathan 74,  in  which  ship  he  was  present  at  the  occupation 
of  Toulon,  by  Lord  Hood,  Aug.  2H,  1793*. 

In  May,  1704,  Mr.  Hopkir)s  was  received  on  board  the 
Uuccn  Charlotte,  bearing  the  flag  of  Earl  Howe,  under  whom 
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he  had  the  honor  of  assisting  at  the  defeat  of  the  republican 
fleet,  on  tlie  glorious  first  of  June.  His  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  took  place  in  the  month  of  December  fol- 
lowing, on  which  occasion  he  was  appointed  to  the  Comet 
fire-vessel.  Captain  Edward  Codrington. 

We  now  lose  sight  of  Mr.  Hopkins  until  Feb.  14,  1797j 
when,  as  a  lieutenant  of  the  Lively  frigate.  Captain  Lord  Gtvr- 
lies,  he  witnessed  the  discomfiture  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  near 
Cape  St.  Vincent  *.  On  the  28th  May,  in  the  same  year,  he 
commanded  a  boat  belonging  to  that  ship,  and  "  gallantly 
supported"  Lieutenant  Thomas  Mastcrman  H  ardy,  in  "  a 
most  resolute  attack"  upon  la  Mutine  French  national  brig, 
of  14  guns  and  1 13  men,  the  capture  of  which  vessel  has  been 
recorded  at  p.  154  of  Vol.  IL  Part  L 

"  The  gallantry  of  this  action,"  says  Earl  St.  Vincent,  "has  prompted 
me  to  take  la  Mutine  into  his  Mujcsty'u  service,  and  to  appoint  Lieutenant 
Hardy  to  the  command  of  her;  a  measure,  so  necessary  to  encourage  a  con- 
tinuance of  daring  enterprise,  I  am  confident  will  merit  the  approbation  of 
their  lordships." 

The  Lively  was  then  commanded  by  Captain  Benjamin 
Hallowell,  but  afterwards  by  the  present  Sir  James  Nlcoll 
Morris,  under  whom  Lieutenant  Hopkins  continued  to  serve 
until  she  was  wrecked,  near  Cadiz,  in  1798.  His  subsequent 
appointments  were  to  the  Magnificent  74,  and  Prince  of 
Wales  98,  the  former  ship  commanded  by  Captain  Edward 
Howater,  the  latter  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  Robert  Calder,  and 
in  which  he  assisted  at  tlie  capture  of  the  San  Rafael  and  El 
Firme,  Spanish  2-deckers,  July  22,  1805f.  His  commission 
as  commander  bears  date  Jan.  22,  180G ;  and,  about  the 
same  period,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Satellite  brig,  of  16 
guns,  actively  employed  on  the  Boulogne  station,  under 
Commodore  (now  Sir  Edward)  Owen. 

In  June  1810,  Captain  Hopkins  received  an  appointment 
to  the  Helicon  of  10  guns,  on  llio  Plymouth  station,  where  he 
remained  under  the  ordtrs  of  his  friend  Sir  Robert  Cahle- 
until  advanced  to  post  rank,  June  7>  1814.  Among  other 
prizes  taken  by  him,  during  tliut  period,  were  la  Zulnui  and  la 
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Revenant,  French  privateers  ;  the  latter  a  scliooner  mounting 
14  guns,  with  a  complement  Oi  77  men.  He  also  drove  on 
shore  a  privateer,  name  unknown,  near  St.  Maloes,  and 
assisted  at  the  captm*e  of  la  Venus  schooner^  of  14  guns  and 
67  men. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 


JOHN  ELLIS,  Esq. 

Was  made  commander  Jan.  22, 1806,  and  appointed  to  the 
Spitfire  sloop,  Feb.  18,  1807,  from  which  period  he  appears 
to  have  been  actively  employed  in  that  vessel  until  his  pro- 
motion to  post  rank,  June  7, 1814*. 

Agent.'-'  — —  M*Inerheny,  Esq. 


:!?''5 


JOSEPH  PEARCE,  Esq. 

Obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  Nov.  18,  1709;  and  was 
first  of  the  Canopus  80,  bearing  the  flag  of  Rear-Admiral 
Louis,  in  the  action  near  St.  Domingo,  Feb.  6,  1806t.  His 
commission  as  commander  bears  date  April  2,  1806.  On  the 
28th  May,  1814,  being  then  in  the  Rifleman  brig,  off"  Sable 
Island,  he  captured  the  American  privateer  schooner  Diomede, 
mounting  3  long  12-pounders  and  2  sixes,  with  a  complement 
of  66  men.  In  Sept.  following,  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of 
Castine  and  Belfast,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  p.  730  of 
Vol.  II.  Part  II. 

Captain  Pearce's  promotion  to  post  rank  took  place  June  7, 
1814.  He  married,  Feb.  3,  1819,  Forbes,  youngest  daughter 
of  the  late  G.  M'Kay,  Esq.  of  Bighouse,  N.B. 

Agents — Messrs.  Chard. 


•  See  Suppl.  Part  I.  p.  380,  et  seq. 
t  See  Vol.  II.  Part  1.  p.  281. 
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CHARLES  FREDERICK  PAYNE,  Esq. 

Received  his  first  commission  April  18,  1799;  and  was 
senior  lieutenant  of  rimmortalit<5  frigate.  Captain  Edward  C. 
R.  Owen,  at  the  bombardment  of  Dieppe  and  St.  Valery-en- 
Caux,  Sept.  14,  1803,  from  which  period  he  served  mider  the 
same  excellent  officer  until  promoted  to  the  rank  of  com- 
mander,  Dec.  26,  1806*. 

On  the  26th  Sept.  1809,  Captain  Payne  was  appointed  to 
the  Cretan  brig,  in  which  vessel  he  captured  the  Neptune 
J^anish  privateer,  of  5  guns  and  24  men,  on  the  North  Sea 
station,  Oct.  28,  1810.  His  post  commission  bears  date 
June  7, 1814. 

Captain  Payne  subsequently  commanded  the  St.  Lawrence 
102,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  Sir  Edward  Owen,  at 
Kingston,  on  Lake  Ontario.  He  married,  in  181 1,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Bryer,  of  Dorchester. 


COLIN  MACDONALD,  Esq. 

j4  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath. 

This  officer  was  p^ade  lieutenant  June  3, 1799 ;  promoted  to 
tlie  rank  of  commuiider  June,  4.  r307;  and  appointed  to  the 
Uedpole  brig,  of  lOguns,  in  the  summer  of  1809. 

On  the  9th  Dec.  1809,  Beachy  Head  then  bearing  N.  by 
E.  distant  9  leagues,  wind  west.  Captain  Macdonald  observed 
two  luggers  on  his  lee  bow,  to  which  chase  was  immediately 
given.  At  10  a.  m.  he  got  alongside  the  weathcrmost,  which 
had  the  temerity  to  engage  the  Redpolc  for  half  an  hour, 
when  she  surrond<n-ed,  and  proved  to  be  lo  Grand  Rodcur, 
Trench  privateer,  of  16  guns  and  80  men.  The  enemy  had 
one  man  killed  and  two  wounded. 

The  Redpole  was  afterwards  very  actively  employed  off 


•  See  Vol  II  Part  I.  pp.  12r.-i;fl.-N.B.  Lieutenant  Payne  had  cliar<r(. 
of  one  of  the  principal  explosion  vessels  at  the  attack  of  the  Bouloij.ie 
r-otilla,  Oct.  2,  1801. 
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Boulogne,  where  she  assisted  at  the  capture  of  la  Ville  tie 
Lyons  praam,  of  12  long  24-pounders  aud  112  men,  Sept.  21, 
1811.* 

Captain  Macdonald's  next  appointment  was,  Aug.  13,  1812, 
to  the  Scylla  brig,  of  18  guns  and  120  men. 

On  the  18th  Oct.  1813,  being  in  lat.  47°  30'  N.  and  long, 
go  iQ/  \y^  jjg  fgji  j,j  ^yj|.jj  g^  French  frigate  under  jury,  main, 

and  niizen-masts,  apparently  making  the  best  of  her  way  for 
Brest.  On  the  19th,  at  day-light,  having  passed  the  night  in 
burning  blue  lights,  firing  guns,  and  throwing  up  rockets,  to 
indicate  that  he  was  in  chase  of  an  enemy,  he  found  his  brig 
alone,  the  thick  weather  obscuring  the  frigate  from  his  view. 
Steering,  during  that  day  and  night,  a  course  deemed  the  most 
likely  to  meet  the  enemy,  he,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  had 
the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  the  Royalist  18-gun  brig. 
Captain  James  John  Gordon  Bremer,  who,  in  the  handsomest 
manner,  volunteered  to  join  him  in  attacking  the  frigate.  At 
9-30  A.M.,  she  was  discovered  and  instantly  pursued.  At 
3-30  P.M.  says  Captain  Macdonald,  **  we  bore  up  in  close 
order,  the  Scylla  on  her  quarter,  aud  the  Royalist  on  her 
bow,  and  commenced  the  action  nearly  at  the  same  time, 
which  continued  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  our  sails  and 
^'•gging  being  very  much  cut,  our  main-mast  severely 
wounded,  and  the  Royalist  nearly  in  the  same  predicament, 
we  hauled  off  to  repair  damages,  the  weather  being  very 
squally,  so  as  to  endanger  our  masts.** 

Since  1-30  p.m.,  a  sail  had  been  observed  to  leeward,  and 
Captain  Bremer  was  now  ordered  to  reconnoitre  her:  the 
Royalist  accordingly  bore  up,  while  the  Scylla  continued  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy.  On  the  21  st,  at  3  a.  m.,  the  Royalist 
spoke  the  Rippon  74,  Captain  Sir  Christopher  Cole,  and 
again  made  all  sail  on  a  wind  to  close  the  Scylla.  At  9-30 
A.M.,  Captain  Macdonald  recommenced  firing  at  the  French- 
man, who,  after  exchanging  two  broadsides,  bore  up  and 
struck  his  colours,  the  74  having  arrived  nearly  within  gun- 
shot, and  the  Royalist  being  already  placed  in  such  a  position 
as  to  render  escape  impossible.       In  this  gallant  action  the 


*  See  Suppl.  Pnrt  I.  p.  74,  et  seq. 
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British  brigs  had  2  men  killed  and  11,  including  Mr.  James 
Waring,  first  lieutenant  of  the  Royalist,  and  Mr.  William 
Wilson,  master,  wounded. 

The  prize  proved  to  be  le  Weser,  of  1081  tons,  mounting 
28  long  18-pounders,  and  16  18-pounder  carronades,  with  a 
complement  of  340  men,  of  whom  4  were  slain  and  15 
wounded.  She  had  sailed  from  the  Texel  just  three  weeks 
before  Captain  Macdonald  fell  in  with  her,  and  had  lost  her 
main  and  mizen-masts  in  a  gale  on  the  16th  October. 

Captain  Macdonald  was  advanced  to  post  rank  June  7, 
1814,  and  nominated  a  C.  B.  in  June,  1815, 

Agents. — Messrs.  Barnett  and  King. 
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GEORGE  EDWARD  WA^ITS,  Esq. 

This  officer  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  is  descended  from 
a  respectable  family  of  that  name,  settled  in  Northampton- 
shire previous  to  the  year  1615,  that  being  the  date  of  the 
registry  of  arms  in  the  Herald's  Office,  of  James  Watts,  Esq. 
a  direct  descendant,  who  held  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  royal 
navy,  by  commission  dated  July  1 1,  1686,  and  commanded 
a  line-of-battle  ship  about  the  same  period. 

Captain  James  Watts  was  paternal  uncle  to  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Isaac  Watts,  and  this  officer's  lineal  progenitor.  His 
grandson  accompanied  the  royal  army  under  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  into  Scotland,  as  a  captain  of  infantry,  fought  at 
the  battle  of  CuUoden,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  civil  contest,  in 
1746,  having  succeeded  to  a  handsome  patrimony,  married  and 
settled  in  Selkirkshire.  He  had  four  sons,  all  of  whom  died 
childless,  except  John,  who  married  Miss  Agnes  Skene — 
collaterally  related  to  the  very  ancient  family  of  tiic  Skencs, 
of  Skene,  in  Aberdeenshire.  Although  educated  for  the 
church,  his  desire  was  to  enter  the  army  j  to  which  his  father 
was  80  vehemently  opposed,  that  he  not  only  refused  him 
present  assistance,  but  threatened,  in  the  event  of  disobedience, 
to  disinherit  him.  In  the  mean  time,  his  father,  who  had  long 
been  deeply  engaged  in  mining  speculations  with  the  Earl  of 
Dundonald  and  others,  died ;  and  when  his  aflairs  were  in- 
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vestigated,  his  son,  who  had  been  born  to,  and  educated  in, 
the  expectation  of  a  handsome  competence,  found  himself 
comparatively  pennyless,  and  left  to  make  his  way  in  the 
world  by  his  own  unassisted  exertion.  He,  however,  fol- 
lowed the  original  bent  of  his  inclination,  and  entered  the 
army.  At  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolutionary 
war,  his  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
formed  part  of  the  grenadier  brigade,  under  the  command  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Kent,  at  the  reduction  of  Martinique,  in 
1794.  His  professional  zeal  was  of  the  first  order,  and  bore 
all  the  distinctive  marks  of  gallantry  and  enthusiasm — pro- 
perties which,  coupled  with  his  soldier-like  deportment,  could 
not  fail  to  obtain  the  approbation  and  secure  the  esteem  of 
his  royal  highness.  At  the  storming  of  Fort  Bourbon,  he 
was  mortally  wounded;  but  his  royal  friend  soothed  his 
dying  moments,  with  the  consoling  assurance,  that  he  would 
bestow  his  future  patronage  on  his  only  son  (the  subject  of 
this  memoir) ;  and  a  promise  once  given  by  that  admirable 
man,  it  is  well  known,  was  never  violated. 

Mr.  George  Edward  Watts  accordingly  entered  the 
navy  as  a  midshipman,  in  VJ9J,  under  the  auspices  of  Prince 
Edward;  and  served  the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  the 
Driver  sloop,  Prevoyante  frigate.  Assistance,  of  60  guns,  and 
Waakzaamheid  26,  on  the  West  India,  Halifax,  and  North 
Sea  stations.  The  latter  ship  being  paid  off  at  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  his  royal  patron  applied  to  Earl  St.  Vincent  for  his 
appointment  to  another;  and  the  noble  lord  replied  with 
elegant  brevity — "  I  will  obey  your  royal  highness's  com- 
mands touching  Mr.  Watts,  happy  on  all  occasions  to  give 
proof  of  the  high  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,"  &c. 

Mr.  Watts  was  immediately  appointed  Admiralty  midship, 
man  of  the  Leander,  50,  fitting  for  the  flag  of  Vice-Admiral 
Sir  Andrew  Mitchell,  on  the  North  American  station,  in 
which  ship  he  was  soon  advanced  to  master's-mate  :  his  pro- 
bationary term  of  service  he  completed  as  acting  lieutenant, 
on  board  the  Lily  sloop. 

In  May,  1804,  Mr.  Watts  was  promoted,  by  Earl  St.  Vin- 
cent, to  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  at  the  same  time  appointed 
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to  the  Vertu  40,  on  the  Jamaica  station.  He  afterwards 
served  successively  in  the  Fly  brig.  Elephant  74,  Ardent  64, 
and  Dauntless  sloop.  In  1806,  we  find  him  appointed  flag- 
lieutenant  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  in  the  Centaur  74 ;  but  being 
desirous  to  serve  in  an  active  frigate,  he  was,  through  the 
interest  of  that  officer,  nominated  senior  lieutenant  of  the 
Comus,  attached  to  his  squadron,  and  commanded  by  the 
gallant  Conway  Shipley.* 

In  the  Comus,  it  was  Mr.  Watts'  good  fortune  to  sec  a 
variety  of  service.  After  cruising  six  weeks  off  the  coast  of 
Barbary,  she  proceeded  to  the  Canary  Islands,  and  there  made 
several  captures.  The  following  is  the  substance  of  an  official 
letter  from  Captain  Shipley  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  dated  Mar. 
15,  1807: 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  your  information,  the  capture  of  six 
of  the  enemy's  vessels.t  by  the  boats  of  H.  M.  ship,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Lieutenants  George  Edward  Watts,  Hood  Knight,  and  G.  Camp- 
bell, R.  M.  They  were  moored  in  the  Puerto  de  Haz,  Grand  Cauaria, 
and  defended  by  the  cross  fire  of  three  batteries.  Lieutenant  Campbell 
was  the  only  person  wounded  on  the  occasion. 

"  Since  your  orders  of  the  1st  instant,  H.  M.  slup  has  also  captured  two 
Spanish  brigs — the  St.  Philip,  with  salt  fish,  and  Nostra  Scnora  de  los 
Remedios,  with  a  mixed  cargo  of  merchandize." 

"  This  service,"  says  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  "  appears  to  have 
been  planned  and  executed  with  good  judgment  and  energy." 

After  escorting  her  prizes  to  Gibraltar,  the  Comus  had  a 
smart  rencontre  in  the  Gut  with  a  division  of  the  Algeziras 
flotilla.  On  the  9th  May,  1807,  her  captain  addressed  ano- 
ther letter  on  service  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy : 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  relate  to  you  the  particulars  of  a  gallant  exploit 
performed  last  night  by  the  boats  of  H.  M,  ship,  under  the  direction  of 
Lieutenant  George  Edward  Watts,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Hood  Knight 
and  Mr.  Jeaffreson  Miles,  master's-matc,  with  a  party  of  petty  ofliccrs, 
seamen,  and  royal  marines,  in  the  port  of  Grand  Cauaria. 

"  A  large  armed  felucca,  with  his  Catholic  Majesty's  colours  flying,  had 


•  See  Suppl.  Part  H.  p.  394. 
t  A  Spanish  brig,  of  five  guns,  loaded  with  salt  pork ;  two  others  with 
cargoes  of  wine,  fruit,  and  salt  fiah ;  and  three  in  ballast. 
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been  for  tj[ie  last  three  days  lying  under  the  protection  of  a  strong  fort  and 
two  batteries ;  and  the  mnd  yesterday  evening  proving  favourable,  she  was 
boarded  by  Lieutenant  Watts  in  the  cutter,  under  a  severe  fire  of  musketry 
from  between  30  and  40  soldiers,  sent  to  assist  in  her  defence ;  and  he 
had  nearly  cleared  her  deck  when  the  other  two  boats,  which  did  not  row 
so  well,  arrived,  and  fully  accomplished  the  business. 

"  Her  cables  were  now  cut,  and  the  boats  took  her  in  tow,  the  enemy 
having  had  the  precaution  to  send  her  sails  and  rudder  on  shore,  when  a 
hawser,  fast  under  water  a-stern,  was  manned  in  the  fort,  and  the  vessel 
dragged  nearly  under  the  muzzles  of  the  guns  before  it  could  be  cut ;  upon 
which  an  exceeding  heavy  fire  from  all  the  batteries  was  commenced,  and 
continued  until  she  was  out  of  sight. 

**  She  proves  to  be  the  San  Pedro,  Spanish  packet,  having  a  cargo  of 
bale  goods,  &c.  from  Cadiz,  bound  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

*'  This  was  effected  with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded. 
Mr.  Watts  has  several  wounds,  but  none  of  them  dangerous ;  and  I  feel 
convinced  his  gallant  conduct,  with  the  exertions  of  every  officer  and  man 
employed  on  this  service,  will  meet  your  approbation. 

'*  Twenty-one  of  the  enemy's  troops  were  made  prisoners,  18  of  whom 
are  wounded ;  the  rest,  excepting  a  few  who  swam  to  the  shore,  were  killed, 
as  was  her  captain  and  some  of  her  crew.  She  had  captured,  since  her 
departure  from  Cadiz,  the  Lord  Keith,  bound  from  London  to  M ogadore. 
H.  M.  ship  has  taken  and  destroyed,  since  the  1st  instant,  the  St.  Fran- 
cisco Spanish  lugger,  with  wheat  and  salt ;  and  La  Louisa  schooner,  in 
ballast ;  the  latter  perfectly  new.'* 

There  are  few  instances  upon  record  of  a  more  remarkable 
escape  from  imminent  peril  than  what  befel  Lieutenant  Watts 
on  this  occasion.  The  enemy's  late  disaster,  joined  to  the 
daily  appearance  of  the  Comus  off  the  harbour's  mouth,  had 
excited  his  utmost  vigilance,  and  the  felucca,  in  addition  to 
her  natural  means  of  defence,  was  moored  with  three  cables 
a-head  and  a-stern,  close  to  the  fort,  and  still  further  secured, 
as  is  stated  in  Captain  Shipley's  letter,  by  a  hawser  under  wa- 
ter. She  mounted  6  guns,  and  had  on  board  at  lea^t  65  men, 
including  about  40  select  soldiers  sent  from  the  garrison  to 
assist  in  defending  her.  I'he  attacking  force  consisted  of  40 
officers,  sailors,  and  marines,  in  three  boats,  two  of  which, 
on  pulling  into  the  harbour,  were  momentarily  detached  to 
observe  some  suspicious  vessels,  supposed  to  be  gun -boats, 
and  before  they  could  be  recalled,  the  cutter,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Watts  in  person,  was  discovered  and  repeatedly 
hailed  by  the  enemy.   Instant  attack  or  immediate  retreat  were 


had 


POST-CAPTAINS  OF  1814.  2S1 

the  only  alternatives.  Hesitation  would  have  been  ruin.  The 
cutter  dashed  onwards  through  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and 
musketry.  Lieutenant  Watts's  first  reception  was  a  bayonet 
in  the  face,  which  forced  him  overboard ;  he,  however,  suc- 
ceeded in  scaling  the  vessel's  side,  and  made  his  way  into 
the  midst  of  the  enemy,  where  he  fought  alone  for  a 
considerable  time,  during  which  he  was  often  knocked 
down,  his  jacket  was  pierced  in  eight  places  with  bayo- 
nets, and  he  received  five  severe  and  eight  lesser  wounds, 
together  with  numberless  contusions,  before  he  was  suc- 
coured by  his  brave  companions;  when,  after  a  short  but 
severe  conflict,  the  felucca  was  carried  with  a  prodigious 
loss  on  the  part  of  her  defenders,  all  of  whom,  except 
seven,  were  either  killed,  wounded,  or  forced  overboard. 
The  other  two  boats  arrived  in  time  only  to  take  her  in  tow, 
and  had  not  a  man  hurt.  For  this  most  gallant  exploit,  the 
Patriotic  Society  voted  Lieutenant  Watts  a  sword,  with  a 
suitable  inscription,  value  50  guineas,  together  with  a  dona- 
tion of  100  pounds. 

On  the  return  of  the  Comus  to  England,  the  different  ships 
attached  to  the  grand  expedition  against  Copenhagen  were 
proceeding  to  the  general  rendezvous,  and,  at  this  critical  mo- 
ment. Captain  Shipley  was  appointed  to  la  Nymphe  frigate, 
under  the  orders  of  Admiral  Gambler.  Lieutenant  Watts  vvas 
to  have  gone  with  him ;  but  before  the  exchange  could  be 
effected,  la  Nymphe  sailed,  and,  to  his  great  chagrin,  the 
Comus,  then  commanded  by  Captain  Edmund  Heywood,  was 
ordered  to  fit  for  Channel  service.  Her  destination,  however, 
was  soon  changed  ;  for,  when  ready  to  sail,  she  was  sent  to 
Harwich,  to  receive  on  board  three  general  officers,  with  their 
respective  suites,  and  to  take  under  her  protection  a  fleet  of 
transports,  bound  to  the  anchorage  before  Elsineur. 

Shortly  after  her  arrival  in  the  Sound,  the  Comus  was  de- 
tached in  pursuit  of  the  Danish  guard-ship,  the  latter  having 
slipped  her  cables  in  the  night  of  Aug.  12,  1807,  and  passed 
unperceived  through  the  British  fleet.  At  the  same  time  the 
Defence  74,  Captain  Charles  Ekins,  was  ordered  to  go  in 
search  of  a  two-decker,  then  on  the  coast  of  Norway. 

The  captain,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  Comus,  were  thus 
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afforded  '*  an  opportunity  to  distinguish  themselves  particu- 
larly, by  a  very  gallant  action  vi^ith  an  enemy  greatly  ex- 
ceeding their  force,"  The  Dane  was  got  sight  of  at  6  a.  m. 
on  the  14th  Aug.,  and  at  8  p.  m.  she  was  only  6  or  7  miles 
distant :  the  Defence,  owing  to  her  inferior  sailing  in  light 
winds,  was  then  about  5  leagues  astern  of  her  consort. 

Just  at  this  moment,  the  Comus  caught  a  fine  leading 
breeze  off  the  land,  and  after  a  further  run  of  30  miles,  and 
a  chase  of  34  hours,  arrived  within  hail  of  the  fugitive,  who 
peremptorily  refused  to  bring  to,  and  to  the  menacing  an- 
nouncement of  **  This  is  an  English  frigate,"  very  pithily 
replied,  "  And  this  is  a  Danish  frigate !"  A  musket-shot 
from  the  Comus  was  answered  by  a  stern-chase  gun,  and 
the  gallant  Dane  instantly  bore  round  up  to  rake  his  assailant, 
but  was  fortunately  foiled  in  the  manoeuvre.  The  Comus  then 
ranged  up  under  his  lee  within  half-pistol-shot,  and  so  deadly 
was  the  effect  of  her  first  broadside,  the  guns  being  double- 
breeched  and  treble-shotted,  that  the  enemy  never  recovered 
his  equilibrium  during  the  whole  of  the  action,  which  con- 
tinued with  great  animation  on  both  sides  about  45  minutes, 
when  the  two  ships  came  in  contact,  and  the  boarders,  headed 
by  Lieutenants  Watts  and  Knight,  soon  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing her.  She  proved  to  be  the  Frederickswoern,  mounting 
26  Danish  long  12-pounders,  4  sixes,  and  6  carronades,  with 
a  complement  of  226  men,  of  whom  12  were  killed  and  20 
wounded — several  mortally.  The  Comus  mounted  22  long 
nines  and  10  carronades,  with  145  officers,  men,  and  boys, 
not  one  of  whom  was  slain,  and  only  1  wounded.  Admiral 
Gambler,  in  his  official  letter  respecting  this  capture,  says, 
**  when  the  inequality  of  force  between  the  two  ships  is  con- 
sidered, with  the  trifling  injury  sustained  by  the  Comus,  it 
will  appear  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  comment  on  the 
bravery  and  skill  which  must  have  been  displayed  by  Captain 
Heywood,  his  officers,  and  crew*." 

*  Captain  Heywood  joined  the  Cotnua  in  a  debilitated  state  of  health, 
and  was  not  well  at  the  time  of  the  action.  Her  superior  firing  and 
manoeuvring,  which  amply  compensated  for  her  disparity  of  force,  was  in 
no  small  degree  attributable  to  the  previous  diligence  and  exertions  of 
Lieutenant  Watts.  Captain  Heywood  died  at  Alilford,  South  Wales,  in  1822. 
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•  The  Frederickswoern  was  taken  off  Marstrand,  on  the 
Swedish  coast,  and  conducted  to  Copenhagen  by  Lieute- 
nant Watts,  whose  promotion  to  the  rank  of  commander  took 
place  on  the  I7th  of  the  following  month.  Previous  to  his 
return  home,  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  several  vessels, 
and  was  more  than  once  engaged  with  the  enemy,  on  the 
coast  of  Norway. 

The  Duke  of  Kent,  with  that  steady  friendship  for  which  he 
was  so  eminently  distinguished,  on  reading  the  oflRcial  report 
of  the  above  action,  wrote,  unsolicited,  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  in  behalf  of  his  protdg^,  and  received  the  following 
answer  :— 

"Lord  Mulgrave  has  the  honor  to  assure  your  Royal  Highness,  that  the 
promotion  of  Lieutenant  Watts  had  been  determined  on  by  him,  on  the  score 
of  his  gallant  conduct  at  the  capture  of  the  Frederickswoern,  previous  to  the 
receipt  of  your  Royal  Highness's  letter." 

This  document  H.  R.  H.  most  kindly  forwarded  to  Captain 
Watts  J  and  after  complimenting  him  on  the  attainment  of  his 
rank  by  his  own  exertions,  graciously  added,  "  All  the  obli- 
gations  you  profess  yourself  to  lie  under,  are  done  away  by 
your  excellent  conduct  upon  all  occasions,  and  as  I  have  no 
doubt  you  will  continue  the  same  through  life,  you  may  ever 
rely  upon  a  continuance  of  my  friendship  and  protection" 

Sir  Samuel  Hood  also  addressed  a  very  friendly  letter  to 
Captain  Watts,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : — 

"  Centaur,  Downs,  Uth  Nov.  1807. 

"  My  dear  Sir, — In  announcing  to  me  your  promotion,  I  assure  you  it 
has  afforded  me  particular  satisfaction,  and  I  do  most  sincerely  congratulate 
you  thereon. 

**'  The  handsome  manner  in  which  your  commanders  have  at  all  times 
opoken  of  you,  has  been  very  gratifying  to  me,  and  I  hope  I  may,  at  some 
future  period,  be  able  further  to  demonstrate  my  wishes  to  serve  you, 
which  you  have  at  present  deprived  me  the  happiness  of  doing,  by  your  own 
meritorious  conduct.  I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  with  great  truth,  your's  most 
truly, 

(Signed)  "  Sam.  Hood.'* 

In  1808,  Captain  Watts  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  Ephira  brig,  on  the  North  Sea  station ;  and  in  the  spring 
of  the  foUotving  year,  we  find  him,  with  a  small  squadron  of 
gun-vessels  under  his  orders,  stationed  in  the  river  Elbe,  where 
he  made  many  captures,  and  greatly  harassed  the  enemy's 
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convoys  from  Hamburgh,  Gluckstadt,  and  Altona,  to  Ton- 
ningen  and  Kiel.  In  July,  1809,  he  assisted  in  expelling  the 
French  from  the  towns  of  Cuxhaven  and  Ritzbuttle,  as  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  p.  38  of  Suppl.  Part  IT. 

This  was  the  prelude  to  a  more  important  and  equally  suc- 
cessful enterprise  by  the  seamen  and  marines  of  the  squadron 
under  Lord  George  Stuart,  which  led  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
French  from  Gessendorf,  and  the  destruction  of  an  important 
battery  commanding  the  mouth  of  the  Weser.  The  principal 
part  of  his  lordship's  official  letter  on  that  occasion  is  inserted 
at  p.  870  of  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  After  giving  all  due  credit  to  the 
senior  commanders  present*,  for  their  "  zeal,  ability,  punc- 
tuality, &c."  he  says: — 

"  But  I  beg  leave  particularly  to  mention  Captain  Watts,  of  the  Ephira, 
who  in  the  most  gallant  and  active  manner  advanced  intrepidly  in  front  of 
the  attacking  party,  amid  the  enemy's  galling  fire,  and  rendered  himself 
equally  conspicuous  afterwards,  by  his  unremitting  exertion  in  the  com- 
plete demolition  of  the  battery;  in  the  execution  of  which  service,  I  am 
concerned  to  say,  he  received  a  wound  in  the  leg,  but  which  from  its  nature 
will  in  no  shape  incapacitate  him  for  future  service." 

The  following  interesting  narrative  of  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  attack  of  the  French  troops  in  Hanover  is 
contained  in  a  letter  from  Captain  Watts  to  one  of  his  private 
correspondents. 

"  Captain  Goate,  assisted  by  myself,  as  already  stated, 
having  expelled  the  French  force  from  Cuxhaven  and  Ritz- 
buttle,  was  superseded  shortly  after  in  the  command  of  the 
squadron  by  Lord  George  Stuart,  and  we  have,  under  his 
lordship's  auspices^just  performed  an  exploit,  with  that  promp- 
titude and  decision  which  exalt  English  sailors  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  world,  and  which  will,  if  I  mistake  not,  form  one 
of  the  adornments  of  our  naval  annals.  The  circumstances 
which  preceded  and  finally  led  to  this  enterprise,  as  respects 
both  Lord  George  Stuart  and  myself,  are  in  themselves  so 
interesting  and  peculiar,  and  it  may  be  added  ludicrous,  that 
I  cannot  forego  the  gratification  of  fully  detailing  them. 

"  Gallantry  in  *  love  and  war,*  in  *  ladies  bower  and  tented 

field*,  are  with  the  warrior  one  and  indivisible.     So  sang  the 

immortal  troubadours,  those   chroniclers  of  the  *  deeds  of 

days  of  other  years.'    We  had  obtained  the  ascendancy  over 

•  William  Goate  and  Robert  Pettct. 
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our  rivals  in  the  one,  and  it  therefore  became  incumbent  on  us 
to  eqnal  or  surpass  them  in  the  other.  Amongst  the  number 
of  those  whose  smiles  proved  magnetic,  were  the  pretty  Miss 

S ,  and  her  companion  Miss  N .    Lord  Geort^e  and 

myself  had  just  paid  them  a  morning  visit.  The  window  of 
their  drawing  room  overlooked  the  main  street  of  Ritzbuttle, 
and  while  diligently  employed  in  playing  the  agreeable,  I  by 
chance  looked  out,  and  was  surprised  by  the  sudden  appear- 
ance of  two  mounted  dragoons,  with  drawn  sabres,  dashing 
down  the  street,  closely  followed  by  others.  Accosting 
Lord  George,  who  was  busily  engaged  in  conversation  with 

Miss  S ,1  asked  '  where  have  those  German  dragoons  come 

from  ?*  He  did  not  notice  the  question,  and  I  repeated  it. 
He  then  turned  to  look,  and  his  eye  glancing  on  the  lengthen- 
ing column,  the  truth  flashed  on  his  mind.  He  sprang  on  his 
feet,  vehemently  exclaiming  *  we  are  surprised,  the  French 
are  in  the  town,  and  we  are  all  taken.'  More  appalling 
words  never  saluted  my  ears  j  nor  was  a  delightful  tete-a-tete 
ever  more  abruptly,  or  disagreeably  interrupted.  We  sought 
instant  safety  in  flight :  he  one  way,  I  another.  My  route  lay 
through  the  garden,  terminated  by  a  palisade,  which  I 
mounted,  and  then  leaped  on  what  I  took  to  be  dry  ground, 
but  which  proved  to  be  a  stagnant  ditch,  the  water  of  which, 
evaporated  by  the  summer  heat,  had  left  a  residuum,  which 
for  consistence  and  odour  might  be  likened  to  the  most  unut- 
terable of  abominations.  I  was  absolutely  so  *enfonce'  as  to 
be  in  danger  of  suff'ocation  ;  but  by  dint  of  immense  exertion 
I  at  length  succeeded,  by  the  aid  of  the  luxuriant  corn  which 
grew  on  the  banks,  in  extricating  myself  from  this  vilest  of 
durances,  and  creeping  forward,  I  lay  down  in  the  midst  of  the 
field,  listening  to  the  clattering  of  the  horses'  hoofs,  as  they 
rang  on  the  pavement ;  to  the  shouts  of  the  assailants  j  and 
the  scattered  fire  of  their  carbines  and  pistols,  discharged  in 
exchange  for  the  fire  of  our  out-posts.  To  describe  the  train 
of  disagreeable  thought,  nay  of  miserable  feeling,  which  oc- 
cupied my  mind  at  this  moment,  is  quite  impossible.  A  more 
rapid  moral  transition  from  pleasure  to  pain,  from  happiness 
to  misery,  cannot  be  imagined.  Instead  of  my  day-dreams  of 
victory,  of  glory,  and  promotion,  Verdun,  or  Valenciennes,  with 
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its  dungeon,  and  a  lengthened  imprisonment,  appeared  in 
withering  and  close  perspective.  Between  me  and  my  brig, 
whose  flag  I  saw  gallantly  waving  over  the  waters  of  the  Elbe, 
at  the  distance  of  2000  yards,  was  interposed,  for  aught  that  I 
knew,  an  entire  French  corps  d'arm^e.  It  was  indeed  a 
blighting  sight,  and  in  the  bitterness  of  the  moment,  I  was 
not  only  tempted  to  curse  my  own  folly,  but  to  anathematize 
all  womankind,  who  had  thus  seduced  me  from  my  own  ele- 
ment, and  my  own  quarter-deck,  on  which  I  oHght  to  have 
been  standing,  free  and  independent.  In  the  midst  of  this 
bitter  reverie,  the  noise  subsided,  and  the  firing  ceased.  I  ven- 
tured to  look  around  me.  All  appeared  tranquil.  I  became 
somewhat  re-assured,  and  seeing  two  men  in  an  adjoining 
field,  I  ventured  to  approach  them.  They  gave  me  a  plank  to 
cross  a  stream.  I  asked  by  signs,  and  in  English  turned 
topsy-turvy  (which  makes  no  bad  German),  what  rc?.d  the 
enemy  had  taken  ?  They  motioned,  that  they  had  retreated^ 
and  demanded  money  from  me  at  the  same  instant.  Im- 
pressed by  the  belief,  that  if  we  were  really  masters  of  the 
place,  the  men  would  not  have  had  the  hardihood  to  do  this, 
I  instantly  made  off,  intending  to  skirt  the  town  and  gain  the 
landing  place.  In  passing,  I  heard  sounds  which  I  thought 
familiar.  I  approached  one  of  the  lanes  which  traverse  the 
main  street,  and  there  beheld  !  conceive  the  emotion,  if  you 
can,  with  which  I  beheld !  our  own  dear,  delightful,  eccentric, 
and  gallant  Jacks,  armed  with  pike,  cutlass,  and  pistol,  going 
it  through  the  town,  with  all  the  celerity  and  animation  of  a 
fox-chase,  in  full  cry, — *  Forward  my  boys  1* — *  Have  at  the 
French  rascals  !* — *  D — n  their  eyes,  we'll  work  them  for  this  ! 
*  And  so  we  will,  my  brave  lads,'  1  cried  exultiiigly,  bursting 
into  the  midst  of  them,  and  joining  heait  and  soul  in  the  en- 
livening chorus.  My  transport,  on  this  unexpected  deliver- 
ance, was  only  inferior  to  that  of  the  reprieved  criminal  with 
the  halter  round  his  neck,  and  forcibly  assured  me,  how  true 
it  is,  that  perfectly  to  enjoy,  we  must  first  suffer.  To  account 
for  this  sudden  transformation  in  the  state  of  my  affairs,  few 
words  will  suffice.  Intelligence  of  the  enemy's  entrance  had 
quickly  reached  the  squadron,  together  with  the  news  that  Lord 
George  Stuart  and  Captain  Watts  were  taken  prisoners.    AH 
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the  boats  were  instantly  manned  and  armed,  and  a  force  of 
300  seamen  arid  marines  landed  for  their  rescue,  whom  Lord 
George, had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  at  the  landing  place. 
His  lordship,  in  his  first  flight,  was  accompanied  up  stairs  by 

the  pretty  Miss  S ,  who  first  suggested  an  asylum  up  the 

chimney,  then  under  her  bed,  and  finally,  in  her  bed.    King 
Charles  the  second,  of  amorous  memory,  often  declared,  that 
when  in  the  midst  of  the  oak,  he   '  would  not  have  kissed  the 
bonniest  lass  in  a*  Christendom  ;'  and  so,  in  like  manner,  had 
Miss  S— — ,  all  lovely  as  she  was,  offered  to  be  his  lordship's 
bed  companion,  at  this  critical  moment,  1  verily  believe  he 
would  have  equally  declined  the  overture.     He  made  a  better 
election ;  for  happening  to  observe  a  burgher's  dress  in  one  of 
tlie  rooms,  he  put  it  on,  sallied  forth  at  the  back-door,  and 
reached  the  landing  place,  just  in  time  to  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  his  men,  whom  he  was  leading  in  pursuit  when  I 
joined,  and  cordially  shook  him  by  the  hand.     It  would  be 
di£Gicult  to  say,  whether  his  joy  at  our  escape,  or  his  mcTi- 
ment  at  my  appearance,  was  the  greatest.    An  hour  before  I 
had  been  the  meet  inmate  of  a  lady's  boudoir ;   and  now, 
covered   from   head    to  foot  with   filth  and  mire,   I  was 
imtouchable,    nay  almost    unapproachable,  by  any  human 
being.      Even    Jack    himself,  with    all  his   deference  for 
his  commander,  was  constrained  to  chuckle  at  the  grotesque- 
ness  of  my  appearance.    Heartily  did  I  join  in  the  laugh,  mer- 
rily observing,  that  my  condition  was  a  fine  illustration  of  the 
truism,  that,   *  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous  is  but  a 
step !' — *But,'  what  say  you,  my  lord,  I  added, '  to  our  giving 
a  practical  commentary  upon  it  to  those  fellows  ?' — pointing 
to   the   enemy's  cavalry,   about   60  in  number,  whom  we 
saw  drawn  up  on  an  eminence  a  few  miles  off.    The  pro- 
position was  hardly  uttered,    when  it  was  assented    to  ; 
Lord  George  observing,  *  1  was  just  about  to  ask  your  opin- 
ion upon  that  point.'     A  halt  was  made,  provisions  were 
sent  for,  and  then  off  we  started  in  pursuit,  determined,  if 
possible,  to  serve  out  to  our  opponents  a  double  portion  of 
their  own  measure ;  and  pretty  well  we  executed  our  mis- 
sion.    *****    At  daylight,  we  all  but  caught  every 
rogue  of  them  napping :  twenty  minutes  sooner,  and  the  en- 
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tire  body,  of  both  cavalry  and  infantry,  would  h&ve  been 
surprised  in  their  cantonments  :  as  it  was,  we  sent  them 
scampering,  like  the  herd  of  swine  filled  with  devils,  in  treble 
quick  time.  It  was  my  lucky  lot  to  bear  the  most  prominent 
part  in  the  aflfair.  With  my  own  hands,  I  struck  the  flag  in 
the  battery,  after  giving  them  a  most  glorious  peppering  in 
our  advance,  and  subsequently  by  unspiking  their  guns,  and 
bringing  them  to  bear  upon  them  in  their  retreat.  We  cap- 
tured Mons.  Le  Murche,  the  leader  of  the  detachment,  and 
his  gallant  charger ;  and,  in  28  hours  from  the  commence- 
ment of  these  detailed  events,  I  was,  in  spite  of  a  severe 
wound,  gaily  and  triumphantly  prancing  on  that  very  pave- 
ment, and  on  that  identical  horse,  which  with  its  rider,  now 
my  prisoner,  had  placed  me  in  such  jeopardy,  and,  filled  me 
M'ith  such  consternation."    *     »    *     *    « 

In  another  letter  to  his  friend,  Captain  Watts  says — "  It 
may  with  truth  be  asserted,  that  a  more  fortunate  measure  than 
our  attack  upon  the  enemy  at  Gessendorf,  was  never  decided 
on.  We  have  just  assisted  in  rescuing  the  gallant  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  with  his  corps  of  about  1800  men,  from  the  most 
perilous  condition.  Excluded  by  Buonaparte  from  the  terms 
of  his  late  treaty  with  Austria,  with  which  he  had  been  act- 
ing as  a  partisan,  be  determined,  rati  er  than  tamely  submit 
to  the  despot,  to  attempt  his  retreat  from  the  very  heart  of 
Germany,  surrounded  by  enemies.  In  pursuance  of  this  de- 
termination, he  was  forced  to  fight  a  battle  every  day,  in  one 
of  which  he  captured  1200  prisoners  :  he  stormed  two  towns 
which  barred  his  progress  ;  laid  Leipsic  itself  under  contribu- 
tion ;  and  finally  arrived,  closely  pursued,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Weser,  four  days  after  our  defeat  and  dispersion  of  the  ene- 
my. By  the  flight  of  their  armed  vessels,  and  the  destruction 
of  their  battery,  the  river,  upon  which  he  embarked  his  men 
in  small  coasters,  was  left  open,  and  he,  by  these  means, 
made  his  way  down  to  us,  without  further  hindrance  or  mo- 
lestation." 

We  have  only  room  for  one  more  extract  of  this  highly  in  - 
teresting  correspondence. 

#  »  *  •  "  When  I  got  on  board  tlie  Mosquito,  I  was  told 
by  Captain  Goate,  that  the  Duke  had  just  arrived,  and  that 
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he  would  introduce  me  to  him,  adding,  '  see,  here  he  comes  !* 
*  What?*  I  asked,  in  unfeigned  astonishment,  *  can  that  be 
the  Duke  of  Brunswijk  ?'  looking  at  a  slight  advancing 
figure,  about  five  feet  five  inches  high,  with  a  sun-burnt 
countenance,  and  light  moustaches.  He  had  a  small  for- 
aging cap  on  his  head,  which,  on  my  being  introduced  to  him, 
he  most  courteously  doffed.  He  was  without  his  black 
jacket  (the  costume  of  his  corps),  his  waistcoat  thrown 
open,  shirt-collar  loose,  throat  bare,  and  wrists  unbuttoned  j 
presenting  altogether  a  figure  so  unheroic,  that  I  took  him 
for  one  of  the  humblest  of  his  followers.  Having  conversed 
in  French  with  him  for  a  short  time,  he  expressed  a  wish  to 
repose  himself.  Captain  Goate  naturally  offered  to  escort  him 
to  his  cabin  ;  but  this  he  declined.  Simply  asking  for  a  flag, 
in  which  he  enveloped  himself,  and  laid  down  on  the  deck, 
between  two  guns,  with  his  cap  for  a  pillow  upon  one  of  the 
quoins. 

**  Perhaps  no  individual  since  the  days  of  Swedish  Charles, 
ever  endeared  himself  so  greatly  by  his  simplicity  of  manner, 
and  rigid  self-denial,  as  this  gallant  and  persevering  Prince. 
Practising  every  abstinence,  exposing  himself  to  every  hard- 
ship, braving  every  danger,  and  participating  in  every  tri- 
umph, he  is  idolized  by  his  followers,  all  of  whom  speak  of 
him  with  rapture  and  enthusiasm." 

We  next  find  Captain  Watts  commanding  the  Woodlark 
brig,  of  10  guns,  in  the  Baltic  ;  on  which  station  he  was  em- 
ployed four  successive  years ;  and,  although  no  opportunity 
offered  of  sufficient  importance  in  itself,  singly  to  effect  his 
promotion,  yet  it  may  safely  be  asserted,  that  of  the  .iiany 
vessels  composing  the  fleet  under  Sir  James  Saumarez,  none 
was  more  marked  for  activity  and  success  than  his.  With  a 
crew  of  only  76  men  and  boys,  he  had  no  less  than  13  prize- 
masters  away  at  one  time ;  and  he  himself,  in  addition  to 
all  calls,  was  at  watch  and  watch  for  nearly  four  months.  In 
May,  1810,  he  captured  a  Danish  brig  under  the  batteries  at 
Fladstrand  j  and  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  he  pursued 
a  cutter  privateer  through  a  navigation  of  such  extreme  in- 
tricacy, that  his  pilots  abandoned  their  charge.  Having  re- 
peatedly chased  the  same  vessel,  he  determined,  if  possible, 
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to  end  her  career.  Guided  by  an  old  chart  taken  out  of  a 
prize,  and  with  look-out  men  at  the  mast-heads,  he  persevered 
till  she  ran  on  shore  under  the  protection  of  a  battery  and 
several  field-pieces  on  the  islaud  of  Lassoe,  from  whence  the 
enemy  were  soon  driven  by  the  Woodlark's  fire.  The  boats 
were  then  despatched  under  the  direction  of  the  first  lieute- 
nant, Mr.  Thomas  Crawford,  who  was  instructed,  if  he  found 
the  cutter  scuttled,  which  proved  to  be  the  case,  to  turn  her 
own  guns  and  blow  her  stem  and  stern-post  out.  This  ser- 
vice was  effectually  executed,  and  all  her  sails,  stores,  rig- 
ging, &c.  were  brought  avi^ay.  An  arduous  task,  however, 
remained  to  be  performed.  The  Woodiark,  in  running  in  to 
cover  her  boats,  struck  upon  a  shoal ;  and  to  lighten,  warp, 
and  force  her  back  again,  was  the  work  of  5  or  6  hours  j  but 
fortunately,  the  whole  service  was  accomplished  without  any 
loss,  or  the  slightest  damage.  The  privateer  proved  to  be  the 
Swan,  mounting  six  24-pounders,  with  a  complement  of  35 
men. 

In  June,  1810,  having  been  despatched  to  reconnoitre  the 
island  of  Bornholm,  Captain  Watts  discovered  a  ship  in  the 
port  of  Ronne,  which  he  learnt  from  a  neutral  vessel  just 
out,  had  been  condemned  as  prize  to  a  Danish  privateer.  He 
instantly  resolved  to  attempt  her  recapture,  and  placed  the 
boats  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Crawford  for  that 
purpose.  The  attack  was  unavoidably  delayed  till  the  fol- 
lowing morning  at  daybreak,  notwithstanding  which  it  fully 
succeeded.  The  ship  was  boarded,  cut  adrift,  and  towed  out 
amid  a  heavy  and  incessant  fire  from  the  batteries  and  two 
privateers,  the  latter  of  which  were  beaten  back  with  the  loss 
of  15  men  killed  and  wounded.  She  proved  to  be  the  Suc- 
cess, a  new  ship,  laden  with  wheat  and  linen. 

An  instance  of  the  celerity  of  British  sailors  was  evinced 
on  this  occasion.  At  8  o'clock,  the  prize  had  only  her  lower 
masts  standing ;  before  12,  she  was  fully  rigged,  with  all  sail 
set,  and  in  tow  of  the  Woodlaik. 

Many  other  instances  of  successful  enterprise  on  the  part 
of  Captain  Watts  might  be  quoted  ;  but  the  above  will  suffice 
to  show  the  nature  of  the  services  he  performed  in  the  Wood- 
lark,  and  afford  the  presumption,  that  if  an  arena  for  more 
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brilliant  exploits  had  been  open  to  him,  he  would  have  se- 
cured the  transference  of  his  name  from  the  commanders'  to 
the  post-captains'  list  earlier  than  he  did ;  but  the  Baltic  sta- 
tion, although  it  entailed  hard  duty,  afforded  no  chance  of 
preferment ;  a  proof  of  which  is  supplied  by  the  fact,  that 
not  a  single  promotion  of  the  above  nature  took  place /or  ser- 
vice while  he  remained  there. 

During  those  intervals  when  the  Woodlark  was  not  cruis- 
ing, Captain  Watts  was  often  employed  in  that  most  irksome 
of  services, — escorting  convoys  through  the  circuitous  navi- 
gation of  the  Great  Belt.  Even  here  his  activity  did  not  for- 
sake him.  The  passage  is  not,  upon  an  average,  more  than 
5  or  6  miles  across,  and  it  consequently  afforded  vast  facilities 
to  the  Danish  privateers  for  annoying  the  different  convoys. 
On  one  occasion,  anticipating  an  attack,  he  resolved,  as  an 
experiment,  to  keep  the  Woodlark  under  sail  all  night,  and 
was  repaid  for  his  vigilance  by  capturing  a  lugger,  which  he 
discovered  at  midnight  in  the  rear  of  the  convoy,  carrying  one 
of  them  oft.  The  success  attending  this  first  attempt  to 
keep  an  armed  vessel  under  sail  all  night,  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  the  trade,  was  productive  of  great  additional  labour 
to  him,  as  he  generally  afterwards  had  this  duty  imposed  on 
him,  by  the  senior  officer ;  the  exertion  and  fatigue  attendant 
on  which,  fenv  knew  of  or  cared  about.  Some  notion  of  what 
it  occasionally  amounted  to  may  be  entertained  when  we 
state,  that  for  many  weeks  in  succession  he  never  had  his 
clothes  off,  being  on  deck  all  night,  and  continually  on  the 
alert.  While  thus  arduously  and  laboriously  employed,  he 
succeeded  in  capturing  five  or  six  vessels,  calculated  to  do 
much  mischief  to  the  Baltic  trade. 

In  1812,  the  Woodlark  was  ordered  by  Captain  Raper,  of 
the  Mars  74,  to  lead  in  to  the  attack  of  a  flotilla,  stationed 
to  guard  the  entrance  of  the  Malmo  Channel.  The  Mars,  in 
following,  struck  on  a  shoal,  in  a  position  favorable  for  an  at- 
tack by  the  Danish  gun-boats.  In  order  to  attract  their 
attention  from  her,  Captain  Watts,  although  under  every 
disadvantage,  brought  them  to  action,  and  did  not  leave  off 
until  the  British  ship  was  again  afloat,  with  the  signal  of  recall 
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flying.    The  Woodlark  on  this  occasion  sustained  a  loss  of 
13  killed  and  wounded. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  the  Duke  of  Kent  again 
exerted  himself  in  favor  of  Captain  Watts,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  following  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  late  Sir  George 
Hope,  addressed  to  H.  R.  H. 

"  Admirnlly,  Aug.  7, 1812. 
"  Sir, — I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Royal  Highness's  letter 
of  yesterday ;  and,  independent  of  my  duty  in  paying  attention  to  your 
wishes  respecting  Captain  Watts,  I  can  with  truth  assure  your  Royal  High- 
ness, that  his  merits  as  an  officer,  with  which  I  am  well  acquainted,  are 
sufficient  to  insure  my  interest  in  his  favor,  whenever  an  opportunity  offers 
of  mentioning  him  to  Lord  Melville  for  promotion.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  your  Royal  Highncss's  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  "  Geo.  Hope." 

The  writer  of  the  above  letter  had  been  several  years  first 
captain  of  the  Baltic  fleet,  and  was  then  a  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. In  Nov.  1812,  he  arrived  at  Gottenburgh,  to  escort 
the  Russian  fleet  to  England,  and  spontaneously  offered  to 
make  Viscount  Melville  acquainted  with  Captain  Watts*s 
claims  for  promotion,  giving  him  at  the  same  time  a  letter  to 
that  nobleman^  with  directions  to  forward  it  on  his  arrival  in 
England.  His  lordship,  in  reply,  assured  him,  "  that  as  soon 
as  his  arrangements  would  permit,  he  would  attend  to  his 
wishes,"  and  added,  "  It  will  give  me  much  pleasure  to  be 
of  service  to  an  officer  of  whom  Rear-Admiral  Hope  thinks 
80  highly/'  His  nomination  to  the  Jaseur  of  16  guns,  the 
first  to  be  commissioned  of  seventeen  brigs  then  building, 
and  his  appointment  to  the  Halifax  station,  were  the  imme- 
diate results  of  this  recommendation.  His  commission  for 
the  Jaseur  bears  date  April  5,  1813.  In  Sept.  following,  his 
royal  patron  addressed  the  following  letter  to  Sir  John  B. 
Warren,  commander-in-chief  on  the  coast  of  America,  &c. 

•*  Kensington  Palace,  Sept.  \0,  \313. 
"  Dear  Sir  John,  —I  trust  you  will  allow  me  the  pleasure  of  introducing 
to  your  notice  and  protection  the  bearer  of  this,  Captain  Watts,  of  the 
Jaseur ;  aud,  in  doing  it,  I  feet  proud  to  say,  that  he  is  an  officer  who  has 
been  brought  into  the  service  under  my  auspices,  for  his  character  and 
conduct  in  his  profession,  have  proved  him  beyond  a  doubt  to  be  both  an 
Intelligent  and  gallan(«iember  of  it.    His  ambition  is,  to  be  placed  in  such 
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situations  as  may  best  afford  him  the  opportunity  of  distinguishing  him- 
self. This  favor,  therefore,  I  request  for  him  j  and  I  beg  to  assure  you,  I 
would  not  commit  myself  by  making  such  a  request,  if  past  experience  of 
his  professional  merit  had  not  convinced  me,  that  by  selecting  him  for 
dashing  and  enterprising  duties,  you  will  best  fulfil  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice, and  gratify  the  feelings  of  an  honorable  and  brave  young  man.  Ex- 
cuse my  addressing  you  thus  pointedly  in  Captain  Watts's  behalf;  but  I 
do  it  with  the  more  openness  and  confidence,  as  I  recollect,  that  those  who 
have  themselves  so  justly  reaped  the  laurels  of  intelligence  and  bravery 
united,  can  best  appreciate  those  ingredients  of  professional  character  in 
others.  I  remain,  with  the  truest  regard  and  esteem.  Dear  Sir  John,  yours 
most  faithfully, 

(Signed)  "  Edward." 

The  Jaseur's  first  cruise  was  off  the  Delaware,  where  she 
captured  several  American  vessels.  Judging  it  expedient,  in 
order  to  avoid  an  unnecessary  consumption  of  water  and  pro- 
visions, to  land  his  prisoners.  Captain  Watts  sent  his  second 
lieutenant,  Mr.  Thomas  Lovesay,  with  a  flag  of  truce  for  this 
purpose.  The  prescribed  period  for  his  return  having  long 
elapsed,  it  was  apprehended  some  accident  had  befallen  him, 
to  ascertain  which,  Mr.  Henry  West,  the  first  lieutenant, 
was  despatched  with  a  second  flag  to  Lewes,  a  town  within 
the  entrance  of  the  above  river.  The  treatment  this  respect- 
able officer  met  with,  was  of  so  ungenerous  and  unmanly  a 
nature,  as  to  reflect  disgrace  upon  the  American  name.  He 
was  beset  by  a  mob,  bullied,  and  insulted.  All  his  boat's 
crew,  except  one,  were  enticed  from  their  allegiance,  and  in- 
duced to  desert.  With  the  assistance  of  that  man  only,  he 
navigated  his  boat,  and  reached  the  Jaseur,  in  a  dark  and 
boisterous  night,  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  bringing  with  hini  an 
impudent  and  illiterate  letter  from  the  American  commandant, 
commenting  upon  the  informality  of  the  flag  of  truce,  and  in- 
terdicting any  further  intercourse  of  a  similar  nature.  To 
this,  Captain  Watts  transmitted  the  following  answer : — 

"  His  Britannic  Mujestfs  sloop  Jaseur,  27  Nov.  1813. 

"  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  26th  instant,  containing  some 
comments  upon  the  mode  of  signal  adopted  as  a  flag  of  truce,  1  have  to 
observe,  that  it  is  conformable  with  long-established  usage,  and  therefore 
consistent  with  the  'law  of  nations,*  to  display  the  flags  of  the  two  belli- 
gerculs,  instead  of  the  white  flag— with  (his  difference,  that  it  is  considered 
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as  a  point  of  complimentary  etiquette,  a  thing  apparently  not  much  in  re- 
quest, and  but  little  estimated  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Delaware. 

•*  American  courtesy  I  have  heard  much  spoken  of;  but  never  expe- 
rienced it  before.  After  the  reception  my  officer,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce, 
met  with  yesterday,  you  need  be  under  no  apprehension  that  a  *  second 
attempf  will  be  made  on  my  part  to  communicate  with  the  town  of  Lewes. 
Wlien  the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  have  agents  endowed  with 
sufficient  energy,  and  invested  with  competent  authority,  to  restrain  a  despic- 
able mob  from  insulting  a  solitary  individual,  in  the  exercise  of  an  office 
which  sanctifies  his  person  in  the  eyes  of  a  civilized  enemy ;  then,  and 
not  till  then,  can  any  amicable  intercourse  subsist  between  us. 

**  When  the  officer  in  question  appears  again  before  the  town  of  Lewes, 
he  shall  most  assuredly  not  be  the  harbinger  of  the  olive  branch.  His  pro- 
vince is  not  to  ncgociate,  but  to  fight.  He  shall  *  labor  in  his  vocation.'  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  '*  G.  E.  Watts.»» 

Much  as  Captain  Watts  longed  for  an  opportunity  to  carry 
into  effect  the  threat  contained  in  this  letter,  circumstances 
did  not  admit  of  it.  The  Jaseur,  having  sustained  great  da- 
mage in  her  masts  and  rigging,  was  forced  to  bear  away  for 
Bermuda,  and  did  not  return  to  the  Delaware. 

Captain  Watts  afterwards  served  chiefly  in  the  Chesapeake, 
under  the  orders  of  Rear- Admiral  (now  Sir  George)  Cock- 
burn,  and  he  had  the  gratification  also  to  obtain  that  officer's 
approbation  of  his  conduct.  On  the  2d  May,  1814,  his  boats, 
directed  by  Lieutenant  West,  captured  and  brought  out  from 
under  a  battery,  the  American  letter  of  marque  Grecian, 
pierced  for  20  guns,  but  only  4  mounted,  with  5  swivels,  and 
having  on  board  27  men.  This  vessel  was  subsequently  H. 
M.  schooner  Grecian. 

About  the  same  period.  Captain  Watts  was  ordered  by 
Rear-Admiral  Cockburn  to  use  his  best  endeavours  to  disco- 
ver a  navigable  passage  through  Tangier  straits,  and  to  pro- 
cure fresh  provisions  for  tho  use  of  the  squadron  in  Chesa- 
peake bay.  He  succeeded  in  establishing  himself  15  miles 
higher  than  any  square-rigged  vessel  had  ever  before  been, 
and  annoyed  the  enemy  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  On  one 
occasion,  he  gave  chase  to  a  vessel  in  person,  in  his  own 
boat,  penetrated  12  or  14  miles  up  the  river  Wicomico, 
and  not  only  destroyed  her,  but  captured  and  burnt  nine 
others.    This  affair  gave  place  to  such  pressing  remonstrances 
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on  the  part  of  the  authorities  in  that  quarter,  that  the  Balti- 
more flotilla,  under  Commodore  Barney,  was  despatched  to 
attempt  to-  capture  or  destroy  the  Jaseur.  In  its  passage  for 
that  purpose,  however,  it  was  fortunately  intercepted  by  the 
Dragon  74,  Captain  Robert  Barrie,  and  forced  to  take  shelter 
in  the  Patuxent  *. 

Captain  Watts  was  also  actively  engaged  with  Captain 
Barrie,  in  various  offensive  operations.  He  assisted  at  the 
capture  of  the  towns  of  Benedict  and  Marlborough,  in  the 
Patuxent,  and  at  the  destruction  of  much  public  property  in 
its  vicinity,  for  which  he  received  the  public  thanks  of  both 
that  officer  and  the  Rear- Admiral.  During  his  stay  in  the 
waters  of  the  Cheaspeake  he  likewise  captured  and  destroyed 
upwards  of  30  vessels  of  different  descriptions,  in  addition  to 
the  Grecian,  and  others  already  mentioned. 

This  active,  gallant,  and  zealous  officer,  obtained  post  rank 
June  7t  1814,  and  returned  to  England  early  in  1815,  after 
an  unremitted  service  of  18  years;  during  which  period  he 
had  received  17  wounds  (besides  having  an  arm  fractured), 
all  of  them,  except  one,  hand  to  hand  with  the  enemy. 

Upon  the  extension  of,  "the  limits  of  the  Most  Honorable 
Military  Order  of  the  Bath  f,"  Captain  Watts  interposed  no 
claim  for  the  distinction  of  a  C.  B.,  although,  in  common  with 
others  who  were  overlooked,  he  thought  himself  fully  entitled 
to  it.  The  detail  of  his  services  in  this  memoir  tends  to 
prove,  that  his  exertions,  while  in  command,  placed  him  upon 
an  equality  with  many  who  obtained  the  honor,  but  who  never 
had  the  same  opportunity  as  he  had  of  distinguishing  them- 
selves while  in  a  subordinate  rank.  He  subsequently  trans- 
mitted a  memorial  to  the  Admiralty,  calling  their  lordships' 
attention  to  his  case,  and  expressing  a  hope,  that  in  the  event 
of  a  further  enlargement  of  the  Order,  by  installation  or  other- 
wise, his  claim  might  be  considered  and  rewarded.  Justice 
and  equity  seem  to  intimate,  that  a  series  of  even  minor  ser- 
vices may  form  a  totality,  so  respectable  and  imposing,  as  to 


•  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  p.  728  et  seq.  and  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  p.  625. 
t  Sec  Suppl.  Part  II.  p.  193. 
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give  weight  and  strength  to  a  claim  of  service,  far  beyond 
that  of  any  single  exploit  whatever. 

Captain  Watts  has  more  recently  tendered  his  services 
gratuitously,  by  an  offer  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
to  serve  his  country  in  any  way,  without  fee  or  emolument 
for  so  doing. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  married,  Oct.  17j  1820,  Jane, 
youngest  daughter  of  George  WaJdie,  of  Hendersyde  Park, 
Roxburghshire,  Esq.  and  has  issue  one  son.  A  memoir  of 
that  "  most  amiable  and  highly-gifted  woman,'*  who  died 
July  6,  1826,  will  be  found  in  "  the  Annual  Biography  and 
Obituary  for  the  Year  1827." 

Agents. — Messrs.  Goode  and  Clarke. 


ABRAHAM  LOWE,  Esq. 

Was  born  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  July,  1771*  He  en- 
tered the  navy  under  the  auspices  of  the  late  Sir  Erasmus 
Gower,  and  served  his  time,  as  midshipman  and  master's- 
mate,  in  the  London  98,  Edgar  74,  and  Lion  64  ;  which  latter 
ship,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  attached  to  Lord  Macart- 
ney's embassy,  between  Sept.  1792  and  Sept.  1794.*  During 
part  of  the  time  that  she  was  in  the  China  Seas,  Mr.  Lowe 
was  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  the  Jackall  tender.  His 
first  commission  bears  date  Nov.  24,  1794,  at  which  period 
he  was  appointed  to  the  Triumph,  a  third  rate,  commanded 
by  his  early  patron. 

The  Triumph  formed  part  of  the  small  squadron  under 
Vice- Admiral  Cornwallis,  when  that  officer  made  his  masterly 
retreat  in  June  1795t  -  and  her  behaviour  on  that  trying  oc- 
casion was  thus  noticed  by  the  gallant  chief : — 

"The  Mars  and  Triumph,  being  the  sternmost  ships,  were,  of  course, 
most  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  The  Triumph  has  shifted  and  repaired 
some  of  her  suls  ;  but  any  damage  she  has  received  is  so  trifling,  at  least 


•  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  p.  636  et  seq. 
t  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  note  •  at  p.  354,  et  seq. 
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la  her  captain's  eye,  that  Sir  Erasmus  Gowcr  has  not  thought  it  worth  re. 
portini^ ;  indeed,  the  cool  and  firm  conduct  of  that  ship  was  such,  that  it 
appeared  to  me  the  enemy  dared  not  come  near  her." 

Lieutenant  Lowe's  subsequent  appointments  were,  in  June 
1797,  to  the  Diamond  38,  Captain  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan; 
in  Jan.  following,  to  the  Neptune  98,  Sir  Erasmus  Gower; 
and,  in  Aug.  1800,  to  be  first  of  the  Thames  32,  Captain  Wil- 
liam Lukin,  under  whom  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  the  fol- 
lowing armed  vessels : — 

Le  Diableh  Quatre,  French  ship  privateer,  of  16  guns  and  150  men, 
Oct.  26, 1800 ;  a  letter  of  marque,  name  unknown,  laden  with  coffee,  on 
the  29th  of  the  same  month;  I'^cfif,  brig  privateer,  of  16  guns  and  137 
men,  30th  ditto ;  and  VAurore,  national  corvette,  of  1 6  guns,  Jan.  18, 180 1. 
The  Thames  was  with  Sir  James  Saumarez  when  that  officer 
sailed  from  Gibraltar  to  engage  the  combined  squadrons 
under  Mons.  Linois,  July  12,  1801*;  and  her  captainfi  of- 
ficers, and  crew  received  great  praise  for  their  subsequent 
exertions  in  extricating  the  Venerable  74,  from  her  perilous 
situation  on  the  shoals  of  Conil  %. 

We  next  find  Lieutenant  Lowe  serving  under  Sir  Erasmus 
Gower,  in  the  Princess  Royal  98,  which  ship  was  paid  off  in 
Feb.  1802.  From  that  period  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
again  employed  until  Jan.  1804,  when  he  obtained  the  com- 
mand of  the  Conflict  gun  brig,  but  soon  left  her  to  join  the 
Isis  50,  fitting  for  the  flag  of  Sir  Erasmus,  as  commander- 
in-chief  at  Newfoundland. 

Early  in  1806,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  succeeded  Lieu- 
tenant Hickey  as  first  of  the  Isis ;  and  about  the  same  period 
his  patron  honored  him  with  a  commission  as  Magistrate  and 
Surrogate  for  the  island,  which  he  continued  to  hold  until  the 
arrival  of  the  new  Governor,  Vice-Admiral  Holloway,  in 
April,  1807. 

Shortly  after  his  return  borne.  Lieutenant  Lowe  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Prince  of  Wales  98,  bearing  the  flag  of  Admiral 
Gambler,  in  which  ship  he  served,  as  first,  during  the  bom- 


*  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  p.  190,  et  seq.        '       • 
t  The  present  Rcar-Admiral  Hollis. 
J  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  p.  120,  and  Suppl.  Part  II.  p.  223,  et  ieq. 
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bardment  of  Copenhagen.  On  the  surrender  of  the  Danish 
navy,  he  was  promoted  by  that  officer  to  the  command  of  the 
Curlew  sloop,  and  his  commission  appears  to  have  been  con- 
firmed by  the  Admiralty,  Oct.  13,  I8O7. 

From  this  period  we  lose  sight  of  Captain  Lowe  until  the 
summer  of  1809j  when,  being  on  half-pay,  he  volunteered  his 
services  in  the  expedition  against  Walcheren,  and  commanded 
a  division  of  the  light  flotilla  at  the  bombardment  of  Camvere, 
on  which  occasion,  says  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan,  "  the  fire  of 
the  gun-boats  was  exceedingly  well-directed,  and  did  much 
damage  to  the  town  ;  the  ofUcers  and  crews  engaged  in  that 
service  had  a  great  claim  to  my  admiration  for  their  conduct : 
three  of  our  gun-boats  were  sunk.** 

After  the  surrender  of  Camvere  and  the  reduction  of  the 
fort  of  Rammekens,  Captain  Lowe  was  employed  in  cutting 
off  the  communication  between  Flushing  and  Cadsand :  he 
subsequently  proceeded  up  the  West  Scheldt,  and  assisted 
Sir  Home  Popham  in  sounding  and  buoying  the  channels  of 
that  river,  to  enable  the  line-of-battle  ships  and  frigates  to 
advance,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  execution  the  ul- 
terior objects  of  the  expedition.  This  service  was  performed 
"  with  judgment  and  correctness." 

While  employed  in  the  Scheldt,  Captain  Lowe  was  ap- 
pointed by  Rear-Admiral  W.  A.  Otway  to  the  command  of 
the  Sabrina  sloop ;  and  on  his  return  to  England,  in  Jan.  1810, 
he  was  removed  from  her  to  the  Diligence  of  16  guns,  in 
which  vessel  he  served  on  the  Baltic  station,  under  the  orders 
of  Sir  James  Saumarez,  until  March  1812.  He  there  captured 
three  or  four  Danish  privateers,  and  was  engaged  in  every 
species  of  service  incidental  to  naval  warfare,  except  that  of 
getting  alongside  of  an  enemy  of  either  equal  or  superior 
force;  and  this,  as  already  stated  at  p.  291,  the  station  afforded 
no  chance  of. 

Captain  Lowe's  next  appointment  was,  Aug.  12,  1812,  to 
the  Jalouse  18,  in  which  sloop  he  served  on  the  Irish  and 
Jamaica  stations,  under  Sir  Edward  Thombrough  and  the 
late  Reat-Admiral  William  Brown,  until  promoted  to  post 
rank,  June  7,  1814.  In  the  e^ly  part  of  1815,  we  find  him 
commanding  the  i/arnc  20,  and  cruising  off  the  Western 
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Islands  in  company  with  the  Chatham  and  Bombay  JAs. 
He  was  re-appointed  to  that  ship  Aug.  29,  1815,  and  finally 
put  out  of  commission  Jan.  19,  1819. 

This  officer  married,  in  1802,  the  daughter  of  R.  Rogers, 
of  Beaulieu,  near  Southampton,  Esq.  He  has  two  sons,  both 
of  whom  were  educated  at  the  Royal  Naval  College,  and  are 
now  lieutenants. 

j^genL'—J.  Hinxman,  Esq. 


JAMES  JOHN  GORDON  BREMER,  Esq. 

^  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath. 

Was  made  Lieutenant,  Aug.  3, 1805  ;  and  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  Commander,  Oct.  13,  1807.  On  the  11th  Sept.  1812, 
being  then  in  the  Bermuda  brig,  off  Boulogne,  he  captured  le 
Bon  Genie,  French  lugger  privateer,  of  16  guns,  but  4  only 
mounted,  and  60  men.  This  vessel  did  not  surrender  till  she 
had  received  several  broadsides  of  grape,  by  which  3  of  her 
crew  were  killed  and  16  wounded,  most  of  them  severely. 

Captain  Bremer's  next  appointment  was,  Jan.  1,  1813,  to 
the  Royalist,  18-gun  brig,  in  which  he  assisted  at  the  defence 
of  Castro,  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  between  the  7th  and  13th 
May  following*.  On  the  6th  Sept.  in  the  same  year,  he  cap- 
tured the  American  letter  of  marque  Ned,  a  very  fine  copper- 
bottomed  schooner,  of  280  tons,  pierced  for  16  guns,  mount- 
ing 6,  with  a  complement  of  45  men.  On  the  21st  of  the 
ensuing  month,  the  Royalist  had  2  men  killed  and  9,  includ- 
ing her  first  lieutenant  and  master,  wounded,  in  action  with 
Le  Weser  French  frigate,  the  capture  of  which  ship  is  re- 
lated at  p.  276.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  his  senior 
officer's  official  letter  on  that  occasion  : — 

**  Any  encomium  I  could  bestow  on  (Japtain  Bremer  would,  I  am  con- 
vinced, fall  very  short  of  his  deserts ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  return  him,  his 
officers,  and  ship's  company,  ray  warmest  thanks  for  the  gallant  support 
they  afforded  us  during  the  action." 

Captain  Bremer  was  promoted  to  post  rank,  June  7, 1814; 
nominated  a  C.  B.  in  1815 ;  and  appointed  to  the  Comus,  of 


*  See  p.  140,  et  seq. 
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22  guns,  May  30, 1816.  He  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  that 
ship,  on  a  reef  of  rocks  off  St.  Shott's,  Newfoundland,  Oct, 
24,  1816*. 

On  the  18th  Sept.  1823,  Captain  Bremer  was  appointed  to 
the  Tamar  26 ;  and  in  Feb.  following  we  find  him  despatched 
to  take  possession  of  the  northern  extremity  of  New  Holland, 
and  form  a  settlement  upon  Melville  Island,  in  the  gulph  uf 
Carpentaria.  This  attempt  to  establish  a  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  Malays  is  said  to  have  completely  failedf. 
He  returned  home  from  the  East  India  station,  Nov.  28, 1827. 

This  officer  married,  March  26,  1811,  Mrs.  C.  Glasse,  of 
Rochester.  C   ^ 


\ri)^   A^  ^gent, — J.  Hinxman,  Esq. 


JOHN  PORTEOUS,  Esq. 

A  SON  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Porteous,  many  years  master 
of  a  royal  yacht ;  and  brother  to  Captain  James  Porteous, 
of  H.  M.  packet  Magnet  J. 

This  officer  was  made  lieutenant,  Jan.  22,  1806 ;  and  com- 
mander Mar.  3,  1808 ;  successively  appointed  to  the  Gannet 
and  Satellite,  brigs,  in  1812;  and  advanced  to  post  rank, 
June  7,  1814. 

j^gent, — John  Chippendale,  Esq. 


CHARLES  BERTRAM,  Esq. 

The  services  in  which  this  officer  participated  while  a 
lieutenant  have  been  fully  described  in  our  memoir  of  Cap- 
tain Frederick  L.  Maitland,  C.  B.  under  whom  he  served 
both  in  the  Loire  and  Emerald  frigates,  and  who  thus  speaks 
of  him  in  his  official  letter  to  Lord  Gardner,  reporting  the 
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•  See  Nav.  Chron.  Vol.  36.  p.  51 1. 

t  Morning  Post,  June  25,  1827. 

X  See  Nav.  Chron.  vol.  38,  p.  348. 


k-~- 


POST-CAPTAINS    OF    1814.  301 

destruction  of  TApropos  French  national  schooner^  in  Vivero 
harbour.  Mar.  14,  1808*. 

"  I  must  beg  leave,  my  Lord,  to  request  you  will  state  Lieutenant  Ber- 
tram's meritorious  conduct  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
in  the  strongest  point  of  view;  when  I  hope  their  Lordships  will  be  in- 
duced, in  consideration  of  his  very  gallant  behaviour,  and  a  most  severe 
wound  he  has  received,  to  consider  him  worthy  of  that  reward  which  in  our 
service  has  ever  been  looked  up  to  as  the  certain  consequence  of  distin- 
guished bravery.  Mr.  Mildridge,  master's-mate,  a  young  man  who  has 
served  the  whole  of  his  time  with  me,  and  whose  gallantry  has  been  re- 
presented to  me  by  Lieutenants  Bertram  and  William  Smith  as  highly  ex- 
emplary, I  hope  your  Lordship  will  be  induced  to  mention  also  as  deserving 
of  promotionf.  The  conduct  of  lileutenant  Bertram  and  his  party,  as 
well  as  that  of  Lieutenant  William  Smith,  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to 
say  any  thing  further  on  the  subject.  I  shall  therefore  only  add,  that  Mr. 
John  Smith,  the  second  lieutenant,  whom  I  kept  on  board  to  atisist  mc,  as 
well  as  Mr.  Brokensha  the  master,  and  the  whole  of  the  officers  and 
ship's  company  that  remained  on  board,  have  my  warmest  thanks  for  their 
cool  and  steady  conduct  during  an  action  that  lasted,  with  interval:^,  for 
more  than  six  hours." 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  made  commander  Mar.  24, 
1808,  and  appointed  to  the  Persian  brig,  of  18  guns,  Oct. 
21,  1810.  On  the  Cth  April,  1811,  Captain  Bertram  captured 
TAmbuscade  French  lugger  privateer,  of  14  guns  and  36 
men  ;  and  on  the  27th  Mar.  1812,  le  Petit  Jean,  of  16  guns, 
only  eight  mounted,  and  48  men.  The  Persian  subsequently 
proceeded  to  the  Jamaica  station,  and  was  wrecked  on  the 
Silver  Keys,  Bahamas,  June  16,  1813. 

Captain  Bertram's  post  commission  bears  date  June  7> 
1814. 


GEORGE  HILLS,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant  in   179^^;    commander  April  20, 
1808;  and  post-captain,  June  7j  1814.    He  married.  Mar. 


•  See  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  p.  394,  et  seq. 
t  Mr.  Matthew  Mildridge  was  immediately  promoted,  and  appointed 
to  the  Emerald,  of  which  ship  he  was  first  lieutenant  at  the  time  of  his 
decease.    He  was  accidentally  killed,  Oct.  14,  1810. 
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10,  1813,  Diana,  fourth  daughter  of  the  late  T.  Hammersley, 
Esq.  a  liondon  banker. 
Agents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 
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HENRY  FANSHAWE,  Esq. 

Knight  of  the  Highest  Military  Russian  Order  of  St.  George. 

This  ofl&cer  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  General  Fanshawe, 
who,  after  attaining  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  British  army, 
entered  the  service  of  Russia,  during  the  reign  of  the  Empress 
Catharine  II.  by  whose  successor  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-general,  and  appointed  Governor-General 
of  Kieff,  in  the  year  1800.  By  the  Emperor  Alexander  he 
was  removed  to  the  government  of  the  Crimea,  and  presented 
with  several  decorations.  In  1812,  he  served  as  volunteer 
under  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg,  at  the  blockade  of  Dantzic ; 
and  at  the  termination  of  the  campaign  he  returned  to  St. 
Petersburgh,  where  he  was  named  a  senator,  and  received  an 
arende  in  consideration  of  his  long  services.  His  declining 
health  obliged  him  to  solicit,  from  the  late  Czar,  the  permis- 
sion of  visiting  some  foreign  watering  places  ;  but  every  at- 
tempt of  art  to  prolong  life  proved  vain,  and  after  a  painful 
and  protracted  illness,  he  expired  at  Warsaw,  aged  72,  leav- 
ing behind  him  five  sons,  three  of  whom  are  in  the  Russian 
service,  and  one  a  clergyman  in  England. 

jMr.  Henry  Fanshawe  was  born  at  Shiplake,  in  Oxford- 
shire, Dec.  9,  1778.  He  commenced  his  professional  career 
in  the  Russian  r^arine,  and  did  not  enter  the  British  navy 
until  I7O8,  when  we  find  hin»  joining  the  Krnt  74,  bearing 
the  flag  of  Lord  Duncan,  in  the  North  Sea,  from  which  ship 
he  followed  Sir  Richard  Bickerton  into  the  Royal  Sovereign, 
of  100  guns,  on  the  Mediterranean  station.  His  commission 
as  lieutenant  bears  date  May  25,  1805  j  at  which  period,  we 
believe,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Courageux  74.  His  pro- 
motion to  the  rank  of  commander  took  place  May  2,  1808  j 
and  on  that  occasion  he  appears  to  have  received  an  appoint- 
ment to  the  Grasshopper  brig,  of  18  guns,  the  fate  of  which 
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vessel  has  been  briefly  noticed  in  the  note  at  p.  13.  We  shall 
here  give  a  more  detailed  account  of  her  catastrophe. 

The  Grasshopper  sailed  from  Wingo  Sound,  Gottenburg, 
Dec.  18,  1811,  in  company  with  the  Hero  74,  Egeria  sloop, 
Prince  William  armed  ship,  fifteen  sail  of  transports,  and  a 
fleet  of  merchantmen.  The  weather,  from  the  day  of  her 
sailing,  was  dark,  cloudy,  and  extremely  boisterous,  accom- 
panied with  snow  storms.  The  Egeria  and  Prince  William 
parted  company  about  the  20th  or  21st,  with  the  trade  for 
the  Humber  and  Scotland. 

On  the  23a  at  noon,  the  Hero  made  signal  to  the  Grass- 
hopper to  pass  within  hail,  when,  after  a  commun'catiou  of 
reckoning,  Captain  Newman  said  he  should  alter  the  course 
to  S.  W.  for  the  afternoon,  as  he  conceived  himself  to  be  on 
the  Silver  Pits.  "  We  were  then,"  says  Captain  Fanshawe, 
"  steering  VV.  by  S.  The  course  was  accordingly  altered  to 
S.  W.  and  continued  so  until  10  p.  m.  :  the  whole  of  that 
time  blowing  a  hard  gale,  and  the  vessel  going  at  the  rate  of 
nine  or  ten  knots,  under  a  close-reefed  main-top-sail. 

"  At  10,  the  night  signal  w:.s  made  to  alter  the  course, 
two  points  to  port,  which  was  obeyed;  and  we  continued 
running  S.  S.  W.  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
24th,  at  which  time  we  observed  the  Hero,  as  we  supposed, 
round-to  to  sound  j  but  the  fact  was  she  had  struck.  As  soon 
as  her  situation  was  ascertained,  no  time  was  lost  in  taking 
every  measure  to  save  the  Grasshopper,  by  hauling  off;  but 
being  already  in  broken  water,  the  thing  was  impossible ;  and 
nothing  but  keeping  right  before  the  wind,  could  have  saved 
us  from  total  destruction.  After  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  dur- 
ing which  she  was  at  times  aground  fore  and  aft,  we  succeeded 
in  forcing  her  over  the  sand  bank,  and  fell  into  rather  deeper 
water.  The  best  bower  was  let  go,  and  the  sloop  brought 
up;  but,  in  five  minutes  after,  she  .truck  again,  and  con- 
tinued so  doing  occasionally  all  the  time  we  lay  at  an  anchor. 
At  her  first  striking,  the  Hero  fired  giuis  and  burnt  blue 
lights;  but  in  the  spiice  of  15  minutes,  she  ceased,  incon- 
sequence, I  suppose,  of  her  being  totally  disabled. 

"At  day-break,  I  perceived  our  situation  to  be  within  the 
Northern  Haak,  about  five  or  six  miles  from  the  Texel  island, 
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and  about  the  same  distance  from  the  Helder  Point.  The 
Hero  a  complete  wreck,  lying  on  her  starboard  broadside, 
head  to  the  N.  E.  and  broken  a-midships,  the  sea  making  a 
a  tremendous  breach  over  her  occasionally.  By  this  time, 
all  the  small  craft  from  the  Helder  were  under  weigh,  and 
turning  out  of  the  harbour  to  our  assistance.  We,  in  the 
meanwhile,  hoisted  out  the  boats,  and  made  an  attempt  at 
getting  near  the  Hero;  but  all  our  efforts  were  fruitless, 
owing  to  the  terrible  surf  around  her,  and  we  were  obliged  to 
abandon  all  idea  of  being  able  to  render  her  any  relief  till  the 
arrival  of  the  Dutch  schuyts,  which  were  plying  to  wind- 
ward. They,  however,  did  not  get  nearer  than  about  three 
miles  of  us,  before  the  ebb  tide  failed,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  anchor. 

"  At  four  p.  M.,  finding  night  fast  closing  in,  and  the 
weather  very  unpromising,  and  seeing  no  prospect  of  saving 
our  own  lives,  but  by  surrendering  ourselves  to  the  enemy, 
we  cut  our  cable,  and  made  sail  for  the  Helder,  beating  for  the 
space  of  nearly  3  or  4  miles  over  the  flats,  after  which  we  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  round  the  point,  where  we  struck  to  the 
Dutch  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Vice-Admiral  De  Winter. 
At  day-light,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  not  a  vestige  of  the 
Hero  was  to  be  seen  where  she  lay  the  previous  day,  she  hav- 
ing gone  to  pieces  during  the  night." 

Captain  Fanshawe*s  post  commission  bears  date  June  7, 
1814.  He  married,  first,  in  May  1810,  Anna  Maria,  second 
daughter  of  Colonel  Jenkinson,  of  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth  ; 
and,  secondly,  Jan.  20,  1823,  Caroline,  third  daughter  of 
Francis  Fownes  Luttrell,  Esq.  late  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Customs.  One  of  his  brothers  is  an  aide-de-camp  to  the 
Grand  Duke  Constantine. 

j4gent. — J.  Clementson,  Esq. 


ISAAC  HAWKINS  MORRISON,  Esq. 

Enterbd  the  navy  under  the  patronage  of  the  late  Isaac 
Hawkins  Browne,  Esq.  M.  P.  for  Bridgenorth,  co.  Salop, 
D.  C.  L.  and  F.  11.  S.     Wc  first  find  him  serving  as  an  admi- 
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ralty  midshipman  on  board  the  Gannet  brig,  Captain  Edward 
Bass,  during  the  peace  of  Amiens.  He  was  made  lieutenant 
May  1,  1804;  advanced  to  the  rank  of  commander  June  10, 
1808 ;  and  appointed  to  the  Achates  brig,  of  16  guns,  Mar. 
31,  1813. 

On  the  30th  Sept.  following,  two  of  the  enemy's  large  fri- 
gates, le  Weser  and  la  Trave,  sailed  from  the  Texel,  on  a 
cruise  off  the  Western  Islands  ;  but  on  the  16th  Oct.  a  vio- 
lent gale  of  wind  dismasted  both,  and  separated  them  from 
each  other.  The  capture  of  le  Weser  has  been  related  at 
p.  276  et  seq. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21  st  Oct.,  the  Achates  discovered 
la  Trave  upon  her  weather  beam,  immediately  made  sail  in 
chase,  and,  as  soon  as  she  had  fore-reached  sufficiently,  wore 
and  stood  for  her.  At  7-hO  a.  m.  she  gallantly  engaged  the 
frigate  in  passing,  and  received  in  return  a  fire  that  much  in- 
jured her  sails  and  rigging.  At  8  a.  m.,  a  large  ship  was 
discovered  bearing  down.  Captain  Morrison  instantly  hauled 
towards  her,  and  made  the  private  signal ;  but  the  stranger, 
instead  of  answering  it,  tacked  from  him  and  hauled  close  to 
the  wind.  In  the  mean  time  la  Trave  had  bore  up  to  the 
eastward.  At  noon,  then  in  lat.  46°  37'  N.  long.  7«  26'  W., 
the  Achates  was  again  near  enough  to  exchange  shot  with 
the  enemy,  and  continued  engaging  in  an  advantageous  posi- 
tion on  her  quarter,  until  about  8  P.  M.,  when  dark  and 
squally  weather  concealed  her  from  view.  In  this  very 
spirited,  as  well  as  skilful,  attack.  Captain  Morrison  had  the 
good  fortune  not  to  lose  a  man  ;  the  French  frigate  had  two 
seamen  wounded,  and  was  soon  afterwards  captured  by  the 
the  Andromache,  Captain  George  Tobin  *. 

On  the  26th  Feb.  181 4,  Captain  Morrison  witnessed  the 
surrender  of  la  Clorinde  French  frigate,  of  44  guns  and  360 
men  f.     His  post  commission  bears  date  June  7j  1814. 

This  officer  is  at  present  Inspecting  Commander  of  the 
Revenue  Coast  Guard  service,  Tralee  district,  Ireland.     He 


•  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  p.  034. 
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married,  July  lt>,  1B23,  Louisa  Adams,  daughter  of  John 
Powell  Smith,  of  Upper  Berkeley  Street,  Portman  Square, 
£sq. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


GEORGE  BARNE  TROLLOPE,  Esq. 

A  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath. 

This  officer  is  a  native  of  Huntingdon,  in  which  county 
his  father  was  a  clergyman. 

He  entered  the  navy  during  the  Spanish  armament,  and 
served  under  the  command  of  his  half-brother.  Captain 
(now  SirHenry)Trollope,  in  the  Prudente  and  Hussar  frigates, 
until  1792,  when  he  joined  the  Lion  64,  Captain  Sir  Erasmus 
Gower,  then  about  to  sail  for  China  with  Lord  Macartney 
and  his  suite.  Towards  the  end  of  1794,  he  followed  that 
excellent  officer  into  the  Triumph  a  third  rate,  which  ship 
was  one  of  the  small  squadron  under  Vice- Admiral  Cornwallis, 
when  he  made  his  masterly  retreat,  in  the  face  of  a  powerful 
French  fleet,  June  17,  1795  *. 

Mr.  Trollope  obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  Dec.  13, 1796; 
and  was  third  of  the  Triumph  at  the  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet, 
off  Camperdown,  Oct.  11. 1797j  on  which  occasion  he  appears 
to  have  been  wounded  ir  the  leg  and  hip.  The  Triumph's 
total  loss  was  29  men  killed,  and  55,  including  her  captain  f, 
fix^i  lieutenant,  and  master,  wounded. 

After  that  glorious  victory.  Lieutenant  Trollope  rejoined 
Sir  Erasmus  Gower,  then  in  the  Neptune  98;  and  we  subse- 
quently find  him  in  the  Princess  Royal,  another  second  rate, 
bearing  the  flag  of  the  same  oflicer,  as  Rear-Admiral  of  the 
White  J. 

His  next  appointment  was,  during  the  peace  of  Amiens,  to 
la  Minerva  frigate.  Captain  (now  Sir  Jahleel)  Brenton,  which 


•  See  p.  296. 
t  The  late  Sir  William  Essington,  who  died  a  Vice-Admiral^  July  12, 
1816. 

X  See  p.  228. 
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ship  he  left,  on  account  of  ill-health,  a  short  time  previous 
to  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  July  2,  1803  *. 
When  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Commander,  May  1,  1804,  he 
was  serving  as  Lord  Cochrane's  first  lieutenant,  in  the  Arab, 
of  20  guns. 

The  first  vessel  that  Captain  Trollope  commanded  was  the 
Cerf  sloop,  on  the  Jamaica  station,  from  whence  he  returned 
home  invalided,  in  consequence  of  a  very  severe  attack  of 
yellow  fever.  In  Mar.  1806,  he  received  a  commission  ap- 
pointing him  to  the  Electra  brig,  of  18  guns,  then  on  the 
Leith  station,  but  afterwards  employed  in  the  Mediterranean. 

On  the  17th  Feb.  1808,  the  little  fortress  of  Scylla,  the 
only  remaining  post  possessed  by  the  British  in  Lower  Cala- 
bria, was  evacuated  by  order  of  Major-General  Sherbrooke  ; 
and  the  garrison  safely  withdrawn  from  the  power  of  the 
French  General  Regnier,  by  the  able  management  of  Ci^tain 
(now  Sir  Robert  Waller)  Otway,  assisted  by  Captain  Trollope, 
who  commanded  the  boats  employed  in  that  service.  On  the 
25th  of  the  following  month,  the  Electra  was  unfortunately 
wrecked  at  the  entrance  of  Port  Augusta,  between  Syracuse 
and  Messina. 

Captain  Trollope  was  afterwards  successively  appointed  to 
the  Zebra  bomb;  Alert  sloop,  stationed  at  Newfoundland ;  and 
Griffon  brig,  chiefly  employed  off  Boulogne.  His  removal  to 
the  latter  vessel  took  place  in  Feb.  1812  j  and  on  the  27th  May 
following,  he  highly  distinguished  himself  in  an  action  with 
the  enemy's  flotilla,  the  particulars  of  which  are  oflBcially  de- 
tailed at  p.  74. 

An  event  of  the  most  lamentable  nature  occurred  on  board 
the  Griffon,  in  the  Downs,  during  the  temporary  absence  of 
Captain  Trollope,  Oct.  20,  1812. 

The  Serjeant  of  marines  had  behaved  in  the  most  violent 
and  disorderly  manner,  by  threatening  to  beat  the  carpenter 
of  the  Griffon,  his  superior  officer,  who  accordingly  lodged  a 
complaint  with  Lieutenant  Richard  Stewart  Gamage,  (then 
commanding  on  board,  in  the  temporary  absence  of  the  cap- 
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tain)  ;  who,  after  weighing  the  circumstances,  sent  for  the 
offender,  and  ordered  him  to  walk  the  quarter-deck,  with  a 
shouldered  musket,  as  a  slight  and  summary  punishment,  to 
which  he  was  induced  by  a  prepossession  in  his  favor,  and  a 
consequent  wish  to  preserve  him  from  degradation,  and  severe 
corporal  punishment,  which  must  have  been  the  result,  if  the 
steps  authorized  by  the  service  had  been  strictly  adopted.  This 
order  the  serjeant,  in  a  peremptory  and  insulting  manner,  re- 
peatedly refused  to  obey.  What  temper,  however  stoical, 
could  withstand  so  flagrant  a  breach  of  all  rules  of  discipline, 
in  the  eyes  of  a  whole  ship's  company  ?  Lieutenant  Gamage 
became  violently  enraged,  and  ran  below  for  a  sword,  cer- 
tainly not  with  any  intent  to  use  it  fatally,  but  to  intimidate, 
and  enforce  obedience  to  his  orders.  When  he  came  again 
on  deck,  which  was  instantaneously,  the  serjeant  had  so  far 
complied  as  to  hold  the  musket  In  his  hands.  Gamage  struck 
it  with  the  sword,  expressed  his  indignation  at  the  subversive 
conduct  of  the  marine,  and  ordered  him  to  walk  about.  He 
shouldered  arms,  and  appeared  to  comply,  upon  which  the 
lieutenant  returned  his  sword  to  its  sheath,  and  was  in  the 
act  of  walking  away,  when,  in  the  same  instant,  the  serjeant 
threw  the  musket  down,  and,  with  a  loud  oath,  asserted  his 
determination  to  persist  in  his  disobedience.  Gamage  became 
infuriated  again,  drew  the  sword,  and  made  a  short  thrust. 
The  consequence  was  fatal.  The  weapon,  taking  an  upward 
direction,  entered  the  body  of  the  unfortunate  man,  and  oc- 
casioned his  almost  immediate  death. 

Words  cannot  express  the  dreadful  and  torturing  emotions 
which,  at  the  awful  moment,  racked  the  heart  of  Lieutenant 
Gamage:  he  remained  fixed  to  the  spot,  and  gazing,  in  all  the 
agony  of  unutterable  grief  on  the  terrific  scene  before  him, 
whilst  in  his  attitude  and  countenance,  the  terrible  conflict  of 
contending  passions,  the  yearnings  of  pity  and  remorse, 
which  swelled  his  bosom  almost  to  breaking,  were  depicted 
in  the  strongest  manner.  When  he  recovered  himself  suf- 
ficiei  tly  u)  speak,  he  called  the  brig's  crow  together,  ex- 
pressed his  deep  contrition  at  the  sad  act  he  had  committed, 
and  surrendered  himself  to  justice,  by  giving  up  the  command 
to  the  second  lieutenant. 
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In  the  interval  which  took  place,  between  the  commission 
of  the  offence  and  the  assembling  of  a  court-martial  to  try 
him  for  it,  he  suffered  much  from  the  deepest  sensations  of 
regret :  yet  his  sleep  was  calm  and  undisturbed,  and  when  he 
awoke  to  the  recoUection  of  his  miseries,  the  dread  event  ap- 
peared in  retrospect,  but  as  a  dream  of  the  perturbed  ima- 
gination. 

The  court  was  assembled  on  the  27th  October,  and,  assured 
of  the  general  sympathy  he  attracted.  Lieutenant  Gamage 
appeared  before  it  with  a  dignified  composure,  equally  remote 
from  confidence  or  dismay.  When  the  prosecution  was  closed, 
which  was  conducted,  under  an  Admiralty  order,  by  Captain 
Trollope,  who,  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  during  the  whole 
affair,  behaved  with  the  greatest  delicacy  and  attention  to 
him,  he  was  called  upon  for  his  defence,  which  he  read  him- 
self, as  follows ; — 

"  Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  this  Hon.  Court. 

**  It  is  with  the  utmost  poignancy  of  feeling,  with  the  deepest  bitterness 
and  regret,  that  I  appear  before  you  in  my  present  awful  and  unfortunate 
situation.  To  the  wretch  hardened  in  crimes,  and  growing  grey  in  the  pur- 
suits of  villany,  the  recollection  of  having  actually  deprived  a  fellow-crea- 
ture of  existence,  the  divine  gift  of  the  Creator,  must  ever  crowd  his 
imagination  with  a  load  of  the  most  intolerable  i<leas.  How  then  can  any 
power  of  language  express  the  multiplied  pains  of  my  situation,  the  pangs 
of  remorse  which  swell  in  my  bosom,  with  the  most  heart-rending  sensa- 
tions ou  the  remembrance  of  the  past,  through  an  unpremeditated  and 
deeply-lamented  act,  which  has  led  to  this  investigation.  Ah,  God !  could 
years  of  banishment  and  pain  atone  for  the  mania  of  a  moment;  could  tears 
of  blood,  or  sobs  of  acutest  grief,  recall  the  flighted  spirit ;  the  scorpion's 
sting,  which  now  rankles  in  my  bosom,  might  be  removed,  and  a  fever  of 
agony  be  succeeded  by  peace  of  mind  and  the  sweetness  of  content ;  but, 
alas !  what  human  power  can  re-kindle  the  vital  spark,  or  illuminate  the 
faded  eye ;  the  floods  of  affliction,  and  the  humane  tear,  are  in  vain ;  they 
rend  my  soul,  but  yield  no  consolation  to  its  wound. 

"  Thus,  though  impressed  with  the  deepest  contrition,  my  imagination 
recoils  with  horror  and  indignation  at  the  horrid  cri.ie  of  murder, — though 
the  unfortunate  man  did  indeed  fall  by  my  hand,  the  violent  mutinous  tenor 
of  his  conduct,  heightened  by  the  most  aggravated  circumstances  to  me» 
his  commanding  ofiicer,  in  the  act  of  carrying  on  the  duties  of  my  situation, 
worked  me  to  a  phrensy  of  passion,  in  the  tcm[ie8t  of  which  he  fell,  a  sad 
victim  of  his  own  contumacious  obstinacy.  Of  a  very  difierent  nature  from 
the  whirhvind  of  VAgt,  by  which  he  was  swept  from  among  n>en,  is  the 
prepense  malice  of  the  deliberate  and  insidious  murderer. 
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"Qod  Almighty  knows  my  heart  bleeds  at  the  recital ;  but  it  is  a  duty  I 
owe  to  myself,  and  to  the  world,  to  draw  your  attention  to  my  situation  as 
a  first  lieutenant,  and  the  consequent  provoeation ;  and  I  fondly  hope  this 
honorable  court  will  accompany  me  in  my  feelings  as  an  officer,  and  as  a 
man.  A  complaint  had  been  made  to  me  by  the  carpenter  of  the  ship,  of 
the  deceased,  who  had  conducted  himself  in  the  most  riotous  and  disorderly 
manner  to  the  said  person.  Weighing  the  circumstances,  I,  with  a  lenity 
natural  to  me,  and  which  I  trust  I  shall  prove  to  have  ever  been  my  cha- 
racter, from  high  evidence,  ordered  him  a  slight  punishment,  too  trifling  in 
its  nature,  and  not  unbecoming  his  situation  as  a  soldier,  merely  to  walk 
the  quarter-deck  with  a  musket  in  his  hand,  and  to  which  I  was  induced, 
by  a  prepossession  in  his  favor,  and  a  wish  to  preserve  him  from  condign 
punishment,  which  must  have  been  the  consequence,  if  the  regular  steps 
had  been  taken.  With  insufferable  contempt,  better  expressed  by  the 
carriage,  and  demeanour  of  the  countenance  and  eye,  than  by  language,  he 
impertinently  refused  to  submit ;  when  I  again  and  again  commanded  fur- 
ther compliance,  the  same  provocation  was  renewed ; — I  flew  to  my  weapon, 
and  here  before  God  and  my  country,  I  most  solemnly  disclaim  any  inten- 
tion to  endanger  the  life  of  the  deceased ;  I  meant  simply  to  intimidate, 
and  thereby  force  obedience  to  my  orders.  Acting  on  this  principle,  I  se- 
veral times  struck  the  musket,  which  the  deceased  held  in  his  hand,  and 
desired  him  to  walk  about.  This  seemingly  had  the  desired  effect ;  he 
shouldered  arms,  and  my  sword  was  returned  to  its  scabbard.  But  in  the 
very  same  moment,  my  soul  still  glowing  with  indignation  at  his  outrageous 
audacity  of  air  and  aspect,  he  again  refused  compliance,  and  dared  me  to 
the  fatal  act.  The  imposing  attitude  of  the  man,  the  fierce  arrangement  of 
his  features,  his  high  ingratitude  and  disdain  working  on  my  imagination, 
already  infuriated  by  irritated  exasperation,  shot  like  a  flash  of  lightning 
across  my  brain;  reason  forsook  its  seat,  raging  madness  usurped  the  sway, 
and  my  sword,  obeying  its  horrid  mandate,  was  passed  into  his  body. 

*'  Cruel !  cruel !  most  cruel  sword  I  which  at  once  plunged  him  into 
eternity — to  appear  unprepared  before  his  Gud — and  me  into  the  deepest 
gloom  of  misery  and  remorse.  I  trust  I  do  not  exhaust  the  indulgence  of 
this  honourable  court  with  a  repetition  of  my  regrets — what  bosom  can 
deny  the  sigh,  or  what  eye  the  tear,  when  charged  with  the  death  of  a  fel- 
low-creature, under  any  circumstances  i  The  full  heart  feels  relief  on  the 
heaving  forth  of  its  sorrows ;  and  though  no  pencil  can  pourtray  the  anguish 
which  preys  upon  my  mind  at  this  moment,  yet  I  feel  some  consolation  in 
thinking  that  this  man  was  formerly  the  object  of  my  lenity,  when,  from 
motives  of  compassion,  and  the  just  sense  I  entertained  of  his  professional 
abilities,  I  shielded  him  from  punishment,  though  implicated  in  the 
serious  charge  of  mutiny.  From  this  circumstance,  I  hope  it  will  appear 
to  this  honorable  court,  that  there  was  no  premeditated  malice  against  this 
unhappy  victim  of  my  misguided  passion — and  that  a  moment's  cool  re- 
flection would  have  rather  induced  me  to  stretch  forth  that  arm  for  his 
preservation  instead  of  his  destruction. 
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**  I  cannot  look  back  on  the  unhappy  event  without  suffering  the  moat 
painful  sensations,  not  only  as  respects  the  deed  itself,  but  also  as  regards  a 
sort  of  unhappy  destiny,  and  i^t  as  a  casual  occurrence.  God  forbid  that 
I  should  for  a  moment  dare  to  arraign,  or  even  to  call  in  (juestion,  the 
justice  of  an  everlasting  Providence :  but,  if  ever  fate  preponderated  the 
action  of  an  individual,  or  hurried  him  to  a  crisis,  some  unknown  power, 
with  cruel  and  desperate  sway,  tyrannized  on  that  lamented  day  over  the 
affections  of  my  heart,  and  dashed  its  calm  placidity  with  the  tumultuous 
waves  of  violence  and  rage. 

*'  I  must  claim  the  indulgence  of  this  honourable  court  for  occupying  so 
much  of  its  valuable  time,  if  I  have  deviated  from  the  subject  before  them : 
but  when  they  recollect  the  very  critical  situation  in  which  I  am  placed, 
I  hope  they  will  be  ready  to  pity  and  forgive  the  wanderings  of  the  mind. 
I  shall  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  court  to  the  testimonies  I  shall 
advance  to  prove  the  general  calmness  and  indulgence  of  my  temper  to- 
wards every  one  in  public  and  private.  I  have  more  particularly  at  this 
time  to  lament  the  death  of  my  much  respected  friend  and  commander. 
Captain  Edward  Rushworth,  as  also  the  absence  of  Admiral  Dixon  from 
this  country ;  but  yet  I  trust  I  shall  still  be  able,  from  the  testimony  of 
Captains  TroUope  and  Braimer,  and  another  officer  in  the  court*,  and  of 
many  of  my  messmates  and  brother  ofHcers — and  what  must  tend  still  more 
to  convince  this  honourable  court  of  the  extent  of  my  clemency,  as  it  respects 
my  conduct  to  those  placed  under  my  command,  together  with  my  other 
depositions,  the  leading  men  of  the  Griffon  are  also  ready  to  bear  testimony. 
I  trust  the  warm  and  artless  effusions  of  their  manly  and  unsophisticated 
hearts,  will  sufficiently  convince  this  honourable  court,  of  the  repugnance 
of  my  nature  to  the  act,  and  that  nothing  but  the  irntatinnr  conduct  of 
the  deceased  could  have  made  me  outstep  the  bounds  of  reason  .aid  justice. 

**  A  seeming  obedience  returned  the  blade  unpolluted  to  its  sheath,  when 
an  unexpected  recurrence  of  the  offence,  under  aggravated  circumstances, 
overwhelmed  at  once  my  discretion  and  my  judgment,  and  drove  me  on  to 
commit  the  horrid  deed  with  which  I  stand  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  this 
honourable  court.  When  I  turn  my  thoughts  towards  the  melancholy 
catastrophe,  the  retrospect  is  agonizing  in  the  extreme;  but  I  look  forward 
to  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  court-martial,  with  becoming  de- 
ference and  resignation,  which  can  only  proceed  from  a  conscience  void  of 
the  offence  of  a  wilfiil  guilt,  and  assisted  by  the  Divine  Power,  I  feel  sup- 
ported by  the  confidence  of  ever  having  acted  on  humane  and  honourable 
principles.  I  know  myself  incapable  of  committing  an  ill  action,  and  am 
horror-struck  at  the  magnitude  of  this. 

"  I  trust  there  is  not  a  spectator  in  this  court,  who  does  not  believe  these 
emotions  to  be  the  genuine  inmates  of  my  breast.  If  there  be  any  amongst 


•  Captain  Francis  William  Austen,  under  whom  he  had  previously 
served  in  the  St.  Albans  64. 
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them  of  a  contrary  opinion,  I  address  them  in  the  lan^fuage  of  the  Apostle, 
*  Would  to  God  you  were  all  together  such  as  I  am,  except  these  bonds.' 

"  Mr.  President,  and  gentlemen  of  this  honourable  court,  in  your  hands 
I  place  my  honour  and  my  existence,  the  hopes  and  fears  of  my  family, 
and  all  that  is  valuable  to  the  officer,  the  gentleman,  and  the  man ;  fully 
sensible  they  can  be  no  where  so  safely  confided  as  to  the  breasts  of  those  of 
my  own  profession,  the  pride  and  boast  of  my  country,  and  the  terror  of 
its  foes.  I  have  poured  before  you,  as  before  my  God,  the  case  of  my  un- 
fortunate situation;  and  whilst  you  decide  on  my  future  destiny,  I  earnestly 
entreat  you  to  remember, '  That  earthly  power  doth  then  shew  likest  God's, 
when  mercy  seasons  justice!'" 

The  Court,  after  due  deliberation  upon  the  case,  adjudged 
Lieutenant  Gamage  to  be  guilty  of  murder ;  regarding  him, 
however,  as  a  fit  object  of  royal  clemency.    The  case  was 
laid  before  the  law-officers  of  the  crown  ;  the  utmost  inter- 
cession was  made  in  behalf  of  the  imhappy  prisoner  j  and  a  let- 
ter from  the  tvhole  of  the  crew  of  the  Crriffbn  was  sent,  praying 
a  pardon,  but  without  effect.  Perhaps  it  was  feared,  that  the 
pardoning  of  this  offence  might  lead  the  inferior  ranks  in  the 
navy  to  suppose  that  justice  was  not  duly  administered.    On 
the  Saturday  previous  to  the  execution  of  the  sentence.  Ad- 
miral William  Young  issued,  to  the  fleet  under  his  com- 
mand, the  following  general  order,  and  feeling  and  forcible 
address  :— 

"  General  Memorandum. 

"  Impregnable,  in  the  Downs,  Nov.2l,  1812. 

*•  Lieutenant  Richard  Stewart  Gamage,  of  H.  M.  brig  Griflfon,  having 
been  adjudged,  by  a  court-martial,  to  suffer  death,  for  having  murdered  a 
Serjeant  of  the  royal  marines  of  that  brig,  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  have  directed  that  he  shall  be  executed  on  Monday  morning 
next,  on  board  the  Griffon. 

*'  When  the  signal  for  punishment  is  made,  two  boats,  kept  quite  ready, 
manned  and  armed,  are  to  proceed  from  every  ship  to  the  Griffon,  the 
officers  commanding  them  being  directed  to  obey  such  orders  as  they  may 
receive  from  her  captain.  All  works  are  immediately  to  cease ;  the  crew 
of  every  ship  is  to  be  turned  up  to  observe  the  execution ;  and,  that  the 
attention  of  the  officers  and  ships'  companies  may  not  be  diverted  from  the 
melancholy  scene,  nor  the  salutary  reflections  to  which  it  may  give  occasion 
be  interrupted,  no  work  is  to  be  begun  till  after  the  body  has  been  lowered 
down.  Soon  after  the  execution  shall  have  taken  place,  and  while  the  body  is 
{>till  hanging,  the  28th  article  of  war,  and  so  much  of  the  latter  part  of  the 
19th  article  as  relates  to  the  behaving  with  contempt  to  a  superior  officer, 
shall  be  read  to  each  ship's  company,  and  immediately  after  them,  the  foU 
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lowii     admr  .,itlon,  with  such  additional  ol)"*-  atio-    as  the  captain  may 

think    ropfi ,  to  iff    ress  strongly  on  the  inii»  of      j  officers  and  all  the 

crow,  lie  necessity    x  a  strict  attention  to  dUi;ii  •>     .•ad  •  perlc*.  t  ol»edience 
to  the  iuws. 

*'  To  he  »t.  t  (0  each  '  I's  Coin^  ny. 
"  The  commander-in-clv  most  eari  jy  desires  to  direct  the  particular 
attention  of  the  fleet  to  the  i  iancholy  .  one  they  are  now  called  to  attend ; 
a  scene  which  offers  a  stroiij^,  und,  much  he  hopes,  an  impressive  lesson  to 
every  person  in  it ;  a  lesson  to  all  who  are  to  command,  and  to  all  who 
are  to  obey. 

*'  Lieutenant  Gamage  is  represented  by  every  person  who  knew  him,  and 
by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  ship's  company  of  the  Griffon,  as  a  humane, 
compassionate  man ;  a  kind  and  indulgent  officer ;  yet,  for  want  of  that 
guard,  which  all  men  should  ever  keep  over  their  passions,  this  kind,  hu- 
mane, compassionate  man,  commits  the  dreadful  crime  of  murder!  Let  his 
example  strike  deep  into  the  minds  of  all  who  witness  his  unhappy  end ; 
and,  whatever  their  general  disposition  may  be,  let  them  learn  from  him, 
that,  if  they  are  not  always  watchful  to  restrain  their  passion  within  its 
proper  bounds,  one  moment  of  intemperate  anger  may  destroy  the  hopes 
of  a  well-spent,  honourable  life,  and  bring  them  to  an  untimely  and  dis- 
graceful death ;  and  let  those  who  are  to  obey,  learn  from  the  conduct 
of  the  Serjeant,  the  fatal  effects  which  may  result  from  contempt  of,  and 
insolent  conduct  towards,  their  superiors.     By  repeated  insolence,  the 
Serjeant  overcame  the  kind  and  gentle  disposition  of  Lieutenant  Gamage, 
and,  by  irritating  and  inflaming  his  passion,  occasioned  his  own  death.  The 
commander-in-chief  hopes  this  afflicting  lesson  may  not  be  offered  in  vain ; 
but  that,  seriously  contemplating  the  awful  example  before  them,  every 
officer,  and  every  man,  will  learn  from  it,  never  to  suffer  himself  to  be 
driven,  by  ill-governed  passion,  to  treat  with  cruelty  or  violence,  those  over 
whom  he  is  to  command ;  nor  by  disobedience  or  disrespect,  to  rouse  the 
passion  of  those  whom  it  is  his  duty  to  respect  and  to  obey. 

(Signed)  "  W.  Young." 

Captain  Trollope  continued  to  command  the  Griffon  until 
promoted  to  post  rank,  June  7,  1814.  He  was  nominated  a 
C.  B.  Dec.  8,  1815. 

This  officer  married,  in  1813,  Barbari,  daughter  of  J. 
Goble,  of  Kinsale,  Ireland,  Esq.  by  whom  he  has  a  large 
family.  His  brother.  Captain  Trollope,  of  the  40th  regi- 
ment, was  killed,  serving  under  the  Duke  of  York,  in  Hol- 
land, Sept.  19,  1799;  his  half-brother,  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Thomas  Trollope,  commanded  the  marines  on  board  Admiral 
Duncan's  flag-ship,  at  the  battle  of  Camperdown,  and  retired 
from  that  corps  in  1800. 
Agent. — J.  Hinxman,  Esq. 
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THOMAS  CUTHBERT  HICHENS,  Esq. 

Was  made  commander  Aug.  26,  1808 ;  end  appointed  to 
the  Zephyr  sloop,  Aug.  3,  1811.  In  that  vessel  he  captured 
the  American  letter  of  marque  schooner  Antelope,  of  10  guns 
and  32  men,  bound  with  a  cargo  from  New  Yoii'k  to  Bour- 
deaux,  Dec.  10,  1812.  His  post  commis^  on  bears  date 
June  7, 1814. 

Captain  Hichens  married,  Aug.  8,  1814,  R.  E.  Pesarce,  of 
Manchester  Square,  London  ;  and  died  near  Havre  de  Grace, 
in  1825. 


THOMAS  MANSELL,  Esq. 

Knight  of  the  Royal  Swedish  Military  Order  of  the  Sword. 

Served  as  midshipman  on  board  the  Orion  74,  Captain 
Sir  James  Saumarez,  and  received  a  wound  at  the  battle  off 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  Feb.  14,  17^7  *"•  His  first  commission 
bears  date  April  17, 1799- 

We  next  find  this  ofi&cer  in  the  Cerberus  frigate,  on  the 
Guernsey  station,  where  he  commanded  her  boats  at  the 
capture  of  several  small  French  vessels.  By  reference  to  p. 
44,  et  seq.  of  SuppL  Part  I.  it  will  be  seen  that  he  bore  an 
active  part  at  the  bombardment  of  Granville,  in  Sept.  1803. 
He  subsequently  served  as  lieutenant  of  the  Victory,  a  first 
rate,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  James  Saumarez,  on  the  Baltic 
station,  where  he  appears  to  have  been  promoted  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Rose  sloop,  Sept.  17,  1808. 

On  the  23d  Aug.  1813,  Captain  Mansell  was  removed  to 
the  Pelican  brig,  of  18  guns,  in  which  he  captured  the  Siro, 
American  letter  of  marque,  laden  with  cotton,  Jan.  13,  1814. 
This  vessel  was  a  schooner  of  225  tons,  pierced  for  16  guns, 
mounting  12  long  9- pounders,  with  a  complement  of  49  men  : 
she  had  been  chased  by  several  other  British  cruisers ;  but  es- 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  p.  180 
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caped  through  superior  sailing,  and  was  intended  to  cruise 
against  our  trade,  after  landing  her  cargo  at  Bourdeaux. 

Captain  Mansell's  advancement  to  post  rank  took  place 
June  7, 1814. 


COLIN  CAMPBELL  (b),  Esq. 

Post  commission  dated  June  7,  1814. 
Agents. — Messrs.  Stillwell. 
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JUSTICE  FINLEY,  Esq. 

Obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  Dec.  1796;  and 
served  as  such  in  the  Blenheim  74,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir 
Thomas  Troubridge,  by  whom  he  was  promoted  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Harrier  brig,  on  the  East  India  station. 

On  the  12th  Jan.  1807,  Captain  Finley  sailed  for  Madras, 
in  company  with  the  Blenheim  and  Java,  the  latter  a  frigate, 
commanded  by  Captain  George  Pigot.  In  the  night  of  Feb. 
5,  he  lost  sight  of  those  ships,  in  a  tremendous  gale  of  wind, 
off  the  Isle  of  Rodrigues,  and  they  have  never  since  been 
heard  of.  When  last  seen,  each  of  them  had  the  signal  of 
distress  flying,  and  the  Blenheim  appeared  as  if  she  had  al- 
ready begun  to  settle  in  the  water.  It  is  supposed,  that  the 
Java,  while  attempting  to  save  Sir  Thomas  Troubridge,  ran 
foul  of  the  sinking  74,  and  accelerated  their  mutual  de- 
struction. 

This  ofiicer's  commission  as  commander  was  not  confirmed 
by  the  Admiralty  until  Dec.  16,  1808  ;  from  which  period 
we  lose  sight  of  him  until  his  appointment  to  the  Rover  of  18 
guns,  Oct.  22,  1810.  In  Mar.  1811,  he  accompanied  a 
squadron,  under  Sir  Joseph  S.  Yorke,  to  Lisbon  ;  and  on  the 
30th  Nov.  following,  captured  le  Comte  Reginaud,  French 
letter  of  marque,  (formerly  H.M.  sloop  Vincejo)  mounting 
14  guns,  with  a  cargo  of  spices,  sugar,  and  coffee,  from  Ba- 
tavia  bound  to  Rochelle.  His  promotion  to  post  rank  took 
place  June  7?  1814. 
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JOHN  WILSON,  Esq. 

Obtained  the  rank  of  commander  Dec.  27,  1808;  and 
was  present  at  the  capture  and  destruction  of  a  French  con- 
voy in  the  bay  of  Rosas,  Nov.  1,  1809  *.  His  post  commis- 
sion bears  date  June  7j  1814. 

On  the  4th  Aug.  1818,  Captain  Wilson  was  appointed  to 
the  Salisbury  58,  fitting  for  the  flag  of  Rear-Admiral  Donald 
Campbell,  and  sul)eequently  bearing  that  of  Rear-Admiral 
(now  Sir  William  C.)  Fahie,  on  the  Leeward  Islands  station, 
from  whence  she  returned  to  Portsmouth,  Sept.  10,  1821  f. 

Captain  Wilson's  next  appointment  was,  Dec.  28,  1825, 
to  the  Java  52,  fitting  for  the  East  India  station,  from  whence 
he  returned  home  in  the  Boadicea  46,  July  19, 1827. 

This  officer  married,  in  1821,  Caroline  Constance,  third 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Charles  Fahie,  K.  C.  B. 


IV 


GEORGE  PRINGLE,  Esq. 

Was  first  lieutenant  of  the  Jason  frigate.  Captain  (now 
Sir  Thomas  John)  Cochrane,  at  the  capture  of  la  Favorite, 
(formerly  a  British  sloop  of  war)  mounting  29  guns,  with  a 
complement  of  150  men,  on  the  Leeward  Islands  station, 
Jan.  27,  1807t.  "His  active  conduct  on  this,  as  well  as 
every  occasion,"  was  duly  acknowledged  by  Captain  Cochrane, 
who  regretted  that  it  "  did  not  afford  him  a  greater  oppor- 
tunity of  distinguishing  himself."  He  was  made  commander 
Dec.  27,  1808,  and  advanced  to  post  rank,  June  7>  1814. 


♦  See  note  at  p.  J  68. 

t  Rear-Admiral  Campbell  died  Nov.  1 1,  1819. 

I  Sec  Siippl.  Part  I.  p.  135. 
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Knight  Commander  of  the  Royal  Portuguese  Order  of  the  Toicer  and 

Sword. 

This  officer  is  a  son  of  the  late  Adniiral  the  Hon.  Michael 
De  Courcy,  who  died  at  Stoketon  House,  near  Plymouth, 
Feb.  22,  1824. 

He  was  made  lieutenant  Jan.  29,  1806  ;  promoted  to  the 
command  of  the  Fawn  sloop,  in  the  West  Indies,  April  15, 
1808;  and  appointed  to  the  Mutine  brig,  of  16  guns,  Oct. 
31,  1810. 

On  the  18th  April,  1813,  Captain  Dc  Courcy  addressed 
an  official  letter  to  Lord  Amelius  Beauclerk,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  substance : — 

"  Yesterday  mornin»,  while  in  execution  of  your  lordship's  orders,  ut 
day-light,  a  strange  sliip  was  discovered  on  our  lee  bow,  to  which  chase 
was  iuunediately  given ;  at  2  p.  m.  the  stranger  hoisted  French  colours, 
and  commenced  a  fire  from  her  stern-guns,  which,  disabling  us  in  our 
sails  and  rigging,  occasioned  us  to  drop  astern  ;  at  8-40,  being  again  within 
gun-shot,  he  lioisted  a  light,  and  opened  a  fire  from  his  broadside,  which 
was  continued  until  10-45,  when  his  main-top-gallant-mast  and  jibs  being 
shot  away,  we  were  enabled  to  cUtse  him;  still  it  was  not  until  after  u 
spirited  resistance  of  50  minutes  that  he  hauled  down  his  colours.  The 
prize  ia  I'lnvincible  privateer  corvette,  pierced  for  20  guns,  mounting 
twelve  18-pounder  carronados  (French  calibre)  and  4  long  sixes,  with  8() 
men  on  board  (partly  Americans),  the  remainder  of  her  crew  absent  in 
prizes.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  to  your  lordship,  that  no  loss  has 
been  sustained  on  our  side,  save  2  men  slightly  wounded ;  our  rigging  and 
sails  are  much  cut,  and  masts  wounded." 

Captain  De  Courcy's  post  commission  bears  date  June  7, 
1814.  He  obtained  permission  to  accept  and  wear  the  above 
Portuguese  order  in  April  1S25. 

Jgt'Ht.—Sir  F.  M.  Onununney. 


THOMAS  GROUBE,  Esq. 

Obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  Aug.  31, 1799;  and  served 
as  first  of  the  Cullodon  74,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  Edward 
Pellew,  on  the  East  India  station.     He  commanded  a  division 
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of  boats  at  the  destruction  of  the  Dutch  shipping  in  Batavia 
roads,  Nov.  27,  1806;  and  the  Victor  sloop,  at  Griessee, 
Dec.  11,  1807*. 

This  officer  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  commander  July- 
Si,  1809;  appointed  to  the  Calypso  brig  July  29,  1812;  and 
posted  June  7>  1814.  He  married  at  Madras,  March  17, 
1810,  Mrs.  Watson,  daughter  of  the  late  James  Dudson,  Esq. 


HERCULES  ROBINSON,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant  April  25,  1807;  and  promoted  to 
the  command  of  the  Prometheus  sloop  Aug.  30,  1809.  In 
that  vessel  he  captured  two  Danish  privateers,  and  destroyed 
la  Messilina  French  schooner  of  6  guns  and  38  men,  on  the 
Baltic  station.  May  24  and  Aug.  2,  1810. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  official  letter  from  Captain 
Robinson  to  the  senior  officer  at  Jiamaica,  dated  off  Balize,  in 
the  bay  of  Honduras,  Feb.  3,  1812  : 

"  Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  having,  on  the  lOtLx  ultimo, 
received  information  of  an  enemy's  privateer  being  within  the  reefs,  oflf 
Cape  Catouche,  I  immediately  proceeded  thither,  in  H.  M.  sloop  under  my 
command ;  bHt,  being  aware  of  the  impracticability  of  approaching  suffi* 
ciently  close  in  the  ship,  I  procured  a  small  merchant  schooner,  which, 
having  armed  with  a  carronade  and  manned  with  1 7  men,  under  the  direction 
of  Lieutenant  Ramsay,  from  whose  zeal  and  ability  I  had  very  much  to 
expect,  I  despatched  a  short  distance  a-head  of  the  ship,  with  directions  to 
proceed  through  one  passage  within  the  reefs ;  while  our  boats  joining  her 
through  the  outer  passage,  with  the  ship  on  the  outside,  I  hoped  would 
prevent  the  possibility  of  any  thing  escaping. 

"  Lieutenant  Ramsay  reached  within  Mohair  Kay,  at  day-light,  and  dis- 
covered, in  the  spot  expected,  a  large  schooner  privateer ;  and  though 
unfortunately  a  most  sudden  and  violent  gale  at  N.  W.  had  driven  the  Pro- 
metheus off  the  land,  the  confidence  of  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand induced  Lieutenant  Ramsay  (who  waited  till  the  following  day,  in 
hopes  of  the  ship  being  able  to  beat  up),  to  attempt,  unassisted,  the  capture 
of  the  privateer.  I  very  deeply  regret,  that  the  state  of  preparation  that 
vessel  had  been  enabled  to  assume,  and  her  being  of  the  largest  class,  armed 
with  12  guns,  and  having  88  men,  prevented  the  merited  success  attending 
the  great  bravery  of  Lieutenant  Ramsay,  Lieutenant  Kemp,  of  the  65th 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  p.  223. 
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regiment,  who  had  handsomely  volunteered  his  services,  ^h.  John  Winnard, 
clerk,  Mr.  T.  L.  Roberts,  midshipman,  and  our  handful  of  brave  men. 
After  a  most  obstinate  contest,  in  which  Lieutenant  Ramsay  was  cut  to 
pieces,  with  4  of  his  small  party,  and  Mr.  Winnard  and  4  others  were 
severely  wounded,  the  gallant  survivors  were  overpowered  by  numbers,  and 
the  unequal  contest  concluded  by  the  capture  of  their  vessel ;  but  not  with- 
out so  serious  a  slaughter  on  the  part  of  their  antagonist,  and  her  masts 
and  rigging  being  so  much  cut  up,  as  must  prevent  the  continuance  of  her 
cruise.     I  apprehend  she  has  endeavoured  to  effect  her  escape  to  New 
Orleans,  where,  I  have  understood,  she   fitted  out,  some  months  past. 
During  her  cruise  she  has  made  several  valuable  captures,  with  the  plunder 
of  which  she  was  filled.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  H.  Robinson." 

"  To  James  G.  Vashon,  Esq.  Commodore,  Sfc.  Jamaica.'" 

On  the  SthMay,  1814, Captain  Robinson  captured  the  Lizard 
American  schooner  privateer,  of  2  long  guns  and  34  men. 
His  promotion  to  post  rank  took  place  June  7  following.  Since 
the  peace  he  has  commanded  the  Favorite  26,  successively 
employed  at  St.  Helena,  in  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  on  the 
Newfoundland  station  ;  from  whence  he  returned,  touching  at 
Gibraltar  and  Cadiz  on  his  way  home,  Dec.  21,  1820. 

Captain  Robinson  married,  June  17j  1822,  Frances  Eliza- 
beth, only  child  of  Henry  W,  Wood,  of  Rosmead,  co.  West- 
meath,  Ireland,  Esq. 
Agents. — Messrs.  Goode  and  Clarke. 


WILLIAM  BLACK,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant  in  July,  1801 ;  commander  Nov.  6, 
180i) ;  and  post-captain  June  7,  1614. 
Agents, — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


MICHAEL  HEAD,  Esq. 

This  officer  is  a  son  of Head,  M.  D.  of  Halifax,  Nova 

Scotia.     His  first  commission  bears  date  Dec.  10,  1804. 

We  have  stated  at  p.  422  of  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  that  Lieutenant 
Head  commanded  the  boats  of  the  EuryaUis  frigate  at  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  a  Danish  gun-bor.t  and  two  trans- 
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ports,  June  1 1, 1805; — the  following  is  a  copy  of  his  captain's 
official  letter  on  that  occasion  : — 

"  H.  M.  S.  Euryalus,  in  the  Great  Belt,  June  12,  1808. 

*'  Sir, — After  having  seen  the  convoy  clear,  I  proceeded  in  company 
with  H.  M.  sloop  Cruiser,  and  late  yesterday  eveninjj  discovered  several 
vessels  at  anchor  near  the  entrance  of  the  Naskon,  very  close  to  the  shore. 
We  anchored  at  dark,  and  I  sent  Lieutenant  Head,  with  the  boats  of  this 
ship  and  the  Cruiser,  four  in  number,  to  destroy  them.  It  is  with  great 
pleasure  I  have  to  isiforni  you,  he  executed  this  service  with  his  usual 
bravery  and  judgment,  by  burning  two  large  vessels  fitted  for  the  reception 
of  troops,  and  capturing  a  gun-vessel  of  the  largest  dimensions,  mounting 
two  18-pounders,  and  having  64  men  on  board,  moored  within  half  pistol- 
shot  of  a  battery  of  three  18-pounders,  and  the  shore  lined  with  troops. 
Although  the  enemy  defended  themselves  well,  we  had  but  one  man  slightly 
wounded;  their  loss  was  great,  7  killed  and  12  wounded,  with  many 
drowned ;  and  they  must  have  suffered  on  shore  from  the  fire  of  our  boats. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  midshipmen  employed, — Messrs.  Wemyss, 
Ricketts,  Yeoman,  Richard,  and  Gaymore,  of  this  ship,  and  Moffatt  and 
Loveday  of  the  Cruiser,  for  their  good  conduct  on  this  occasion,  and  who 
are,  together  with  the  boats'  crews,  particularly  mentioned  by  Lieutenant 
Head.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


(Signed) 


G.  H.  L.  DuNDAs." 


**  Thomas  Gmi'es,  Esq,  Captain  H.  M.  S.  Diunsinck." 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  made  commander  Dec.  6, 
1809  ;  and  appointed  to  the  Curlew  brig,  June  27,  1812.  On 
the  26th  Mar.  1813,  he  captured  the  American  ship  letter  of 
marque  Volante,  pierced  for  22  guns,  mounting  ten  24- 
pounder  carronades  and  four  long  nines,  with  a  complement 
of  85  men.  His  promotion  to  post  rank  took  place  June  7> 
1814. 

Captain  Head  has  a  brother  in  the  army.  One  of  his  sisters 
married  Vice-Admiral  Locke ;  another  was  the  wife  of  Major 
James  Paterson  St.  Chiir,  R.  A. 

Agent. — I.  Clcmentson,  Esq. 


THOMAS  STAMP,  Esq. 
Fifth  son  of  Thomas  Stamp,  of  Sunderland,  Esq.  a  con- 
siderable ship-owner,  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Warren  Maude, 
of  Sunnyside,  co.  Durham,  Esq.  a  branch  of  the  Yorkshire 
family  of  that  name.* 

•  See  p.  249. 
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At  the  age  of  14  years,  Mr.  Thomas  Stamp,  junior,  was 
bound  apprentice  to  his  father,  in  whose  employ  he  continued, 
in  the  coal  trade,  for  a  period  of  three  years,  when  he  ran 
away  in  consequence  of  his  having  been  refused  the  command 
of  a  vessel,  to  which  he  felt  himself  competent.  He  then 
entered  on  board  a  South  Sea  whaler,  and  in  her  made  a 
voyage  to  the  Pacific.  On  his  return  from  thence,  he  again 
entered  into  his  father's  service,  it  being  agreed  upon  that  he 
should  very  soon  have  the  command  of  a  large  ship ;  but  be- 
fore this  could  be  effected  she  was  unfortunately  wrecked  at 
the  upper  part  of  the  Swin,  and  there  abandoned  to  the  un- 
derwriters. This  ship  was  afterwards  raised  out  of  the  sand, 
into  which  she  had  sunk  n^any  feet,  by  a  plan  of  his  sug- 
gestion. 

In  Aug.  1790,  Mr.  Stamp  joined  the  Egmont74,  commanded 
by  the  late  Commissioner  Charles  Hope,  to  whom  he  was 
recommended  by  the  Countess  of  Darlington,  mother  of  the 
present  peer.  In  the  spring  of  1791  >  we  find  him  in  the  Otter 
sloop.  Captain  James  Hardy,  and  from  that  period  he  appears 
to  have  been  entrusted  with  the  charge  of  a  watch  until  he 
was  made  a  lieutenant.  In  1793,  he  removed  to  the  Astrea 
32,  Captain  Robert  Moorsom,  under  whose  successor.  Lord 
Henry  Paulet,  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  la  Gloire  French 
frigate,  April  10,  1795.* 

Soon  after  this  event,  Mr.  Stamp  followed  Lord  Henry 
Paulet  into  the  Thalia  36,  which  ship  was  attached  to  Lord 
Bridport's  fleet  at  the  capture  of  three  French  two-deckers, 
near  I'Orient,  June  23,  1795.  In  Dec.  1 796,  he  passed  his 
examination,  and,  being  strongly  recommended  by  his  cap- 
tain, was  immediately  promoted. 

On  the  28th  Dec.  1797,  Lieutenant  Stamp,  then  first  of  the 
Termagant  sloop.  Captain  David  Lloyd,  assisted  at  the  capture 
of  la  Victoire  French  schooner  privateer,  of  14  guns  and  74 
men,  on  the  North  Sea  station.  He  subsequently  served  in 
the  same  vessel,  under  Captains  R.  Allen  and  William  Skip- 
sey,  on  the  coast  of  North  America  f. 

•  See  Vol.  1.  Part  II.  p.  514.  ^ 
t  Captain  R.  Allen  died  at  Halifax,  Nov.' 2,  17!>9. 
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Lieutenant  Stamp's  next  appointment  was,  in  1800,  to  the 
Defence  74,  commanded  by  Lord  Henry  Paulet,  who  had  ap- 
plied for  him  to  be  first  of  that  ship,  but  which  request  the 
Admiralty  refused  to  comply  with,  in  consequence  of  his 
being  so  young  an  officer.  On  the  11th  June,  in  the  same 
year,  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  la  Nochette  French  gun- 
boat, mounting  2  long  24-pounders,  a  chasse  mar^e  of  10 
guns,  another  of  6,  and  eight  sail  of  transports ;  the  following 
is  a  copy  of  the  official  letter  written  on  that  occasion : — 

"H.M.  S.  Fisgard,  off  the  Penmarks,  June  1 1. 

"  Sir, — In  pursuaoce  of  the  directions  you  gave  me  yesterday  evening, 
two  boats  from  each  ship  named  in  the  margin  •,  assembled  on  board  the 
Fisgard,  in  order  to  attack  the  convoy  lying  at  St.  Croix ;  and  at  1 1  o'clock, 
being  as  near  the  shore  as  tlie  darkness  of  the  night  wouUI  permit,  they 
proceeded  under  the  command  of  the  following  officers :  Lieutenant  Burke, 
Renown ;  Lieutenant  Green,  and  Lieutenant  Gerard,  R.  iVI.  Fisgard ;  Lieu- 
tenant Stamp,  Defence ;  and  Lieutenant  Price,  Unicorn ;  but  the  wind 
being  fresh  from  the  S.  E.  prevented  their  reaching  the  above  anchorage  till 
after  day-light ;  when,  in  opposition  to  a  heavy  battery,  three  armed  vessels, 
and  a  constant  fire  of  musketry  from  the  shore,  they  took  the  three  armed 
vessels  and  eight  others,  laden  with  supplies  for  the  fleet  at  Brest ;  the  rest, 
amounting  to  20  sail,  ran  upon  the  rocks,  where  many  of  them  will  cer- 
tainly be  lost. 

"  I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  the  officers  and  men  employed 
on  this  service,  shewed  a  degree  of  zeal  and  intrepidity  that  can  only  be 
equalled  by  the  cool,  steady  conduct  which  I  had  the  satisfation  to  observe 
in  them,  when  passing  through  a  very  intricate  navigation,  under  a  constant 
discharge  of  cannon  from  the  shore. 

"  Lieutenant  Burke  speaks  highly  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jane,  acting  lieutenant 
of  the  Renown,  Mr.  Fleming,  mate  of  the  Fisgard,  and  Lieutenant  Killo- 
grivoff,  of  the  Russian  service,  a  volunteer ;  and  I  am  glad  they  have  had 
this  opportunity  of  recommending  themselves  to  your  notice. 

"The  enemy  have  lost  several  officers  and  men,  and  I  am  sorry  to  annex 
the  names  of  several  wounded  in  our  boats  t. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  T.  B.  Martin." 

"  To  Rear-Mmiral  Sir  John  B.  IVarren,  Bart.  K.B. 

The  Defence  was  one  of  the  three  ships  sent  by  Sir  Hyde 
Parker  to  reinforce  Nelson's  division  at  the  battle  of  Copen- 


*  Renown,  Fisgard,  Defence,  and  Unicorn, 
t  2  petty  officers,  1  marine,  and  1  seaman ;  the  latter  dangerously. 
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hagen,  April  2,  1801*.  She  subsequently  proceeded  to  Gib- 
raltar, where  Mr.  Stamp  became  first  lieutenant,  in  which 
capacity  he  continued  to  serve  until  she  was  paid  oif,  on  her 
return  from  the  West  Indies,  in  1802. 

During  the  peace  of  Amiens,  Mr.  Stamp  obtained  the  com- 
mand of  a  West  Indiaman,  and  he  was  about  to  sail  from  the 
river  Humber  for  Grenada,  when  he  received  an  appointment 
to  the  Terrible  74,  in  which  ship  he  served  as  senior  lieutenant 
under  his  warm  and  constant  friend.  Lord  Henry  Paulet,  for 
a  period  of  6  years. 

After  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  in  1803,  the  Terrible  was 
employed  in  the  blockade  of  the  enemy's  portsj  and  she  formed 
part  of  the  squadron  under  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan,  when  that 
officer  went  to  St.  Helena,  in  quest  of  Jerome  Buonaparte  and 
his  companions. 

On  the  19th  May,  1806,  Sir  Richard  again  sailed  from  Ply- 
mouth in  pursuit  of  the  same  French  squadron ;  and  on  this 
occasion  he  was  likewise  accompanied  by  the  Terrible.  After 
cruising  for  some  time  off  Madeira  and  the  Canaries,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Barbadoes,  where  he  received  so  good  information, 
that  the  night  of  Aug.  18th  fell  upon  him,  and  the  object  of 
his  search,  nearly  in  the  same  latitude,  and  within  a  degree  of 
the  same  longitude.  In  the  tremendous  hurricane  which  then 
commenced,  and  continued  with  unabated  violence  for  36 
hours,  the  Terrible  was  totally  dismasted,  and  had  all  her 
boats  either  blown  or  washed  away ;  her  tiller  snapped  in 
two,  and  the  spare  one  was  scarcely  shipped  before  it  broke 
also : — in  this  alarming  situation,  and  lert  to  the  fury  of  the 
storm,  without  a  vessel  of  any  description  in  sight,  one  of 
the  .lower-deck  guns  nearly  got  adrift,  but  providentially, 
through  the  active  exertions  of  her  officers  and  crew,  the  im- 
minent danger  that  seemed  to  threaten  every  one  on  board 
was  speedily  averted.  ///  48  houra  after  the  hurricane  suh- 
sidedf  she  was  completely  jury-rigged,  and  ready  to  set 
studding-sails  if  wanted ! ! 

We  next  find  the  Terrible  employed  on  the  Mediterranean 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  unto  nt  p.  370. 
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station,  where  Lieutenant  Stamp  was,  in  1809,  successively 
appointed,  by  Lord  Collingwood,  to  act  as  commander  of  the 
Scout,  Redwing,  and  Halcyon  brigs.  In  one  of  these 
vessels,  and  while  serving  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Francis 
William  Fane,  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  a  French  convoy, 
near  Cette;  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  particulars 
of  that  service.  When  superseded  in  the  command  of  the 
two  former,  he  lived  with  his  lordship,  and  received  from  him 
many  marks  of  kind  attention.  His  commission  as  com- 
mander was  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty,  Dec.  23,  1809,  ex- 
actly 13  years  after  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant. 

The  Halcyon  was  stationed  in  the  Faro  of  Messina,  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  that  Sicily  was  threatened  with 
an  invasion.  While  thus  employed,  she  had  several  smart  af- 
fairs with  the  enemy  on  the  coast  of  Calabria,  where  she  sunk 
a  privateer,  and  destroyed  a  fort  under  which  the  marauder 
had  run  for  protection.  On  the  24th  July,  1810,  she  assisted 
at  the  destruction  of  two  armed  feluccas,  near  Cape  del  Arme, 
where  they  were  for  a  long  time  defended  by  their  crews, 
some  soldiers,  and  the  neighbouring  peasantry  *. 

Captain  Stamp  subsequently  went  up  the  Adriatic,  and 
was  there  chased  a  day  and  a  night  by  the  French  frigates 
afterwards  taken  off  Lissa.  On  this  occasion,  finding  the 
Halcyon  hard  pressed,  he  took  in  her  studding-sails,  let  fly 
the  royal,  top-galiant,  and  top-sail  sheets,  fired  a  complete 
round  of  great  guns,  and  luffed  up,  all  the  same  moment. 
This  manoeuvre  had  the  desired  effect.  The  Frenchmen,  who 
until  then  had  been  gaining  upon  him,  immediately  hauled  to 
the  wind  likewise,  and  were  followed  by  the  little  brig  alone 
for  several  hours. 

On  the  Jiii  Oct.  1813,  Captain  Stamp  was  appointed  to 
the  Pandora  brig,  of  18  guns,  in  which  vessel,  after  cruising 
for  some  time  on  the  Channel  station,  he  escorted  a  fleet  of 
merchantmen  to  Oporto,  Lisbon,  and  the  Mediterranean.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  with  France,  in  1814,  he  sailed  from 
Gibraltar  for  Bermuda,  in  company  with  a  squadron  under 


•  See  Suppl.  Part  II.  p.  912. 
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the  orders  of  Captain  Andrew  King,  and  a  fleet  of  transports, 
having  on  board  part  of  the  troops  recently  employed  against 
Genoa.  On  the  passage  thither  he  was  sent  in  search  of 
a  large  American  schooner  privatrer,  which  vessel  he  fell  in 
with  and  chased  during  six  successive  days  and  nights, 
obliging  her  to  throw  guns  and  every  thing  else  overboard 
in  order  to  effect  her  escape.  During  this  long  pursuit,  the 
Pandora  was  swept  no  less  than  84  miles. 

Captain  Stamp  subsequently  cruised  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Bermudas,  where  he  re-captured  a  British  merchant 
ship,  worth  18,000/.  sterling,  and  discovered  a  bank  hitherto 
unknown.     His  post  commission  bears  date  June  7>  1814. 

This  active  officer  married,  in  1819,  Elizabeth  Margaret, 
eldest  daughter  of  Joseph  Maude,  of  Kendal,  co.  Westmore- 
land, Esq, 

^^ew^— John  Chippendale,  Esq. 


RALPH  RANDOLPH  WORMLEY,  Esq. 

A  native  of  North  America,  and  nephew  to  the  late  Dr. 
Randolph,  Bishop  of  London. 

This  officer  was  made  lieutenant  Jan.  22,  1806 ;  and  pro- 
moted to  the  command  of  the  Minorca  brig,  Feb.  16,  1810. 
On  the  4th  June,  in  the  same  year,  he  captured  the  Sans 
Peur,  French  felucca  privateer,  of  one  gun  and  35  men.  His 
post  commission  bears  date  June  7>  1814. 

Agent. — John  Chippendale,  Esq. 


NATHANIEL  MITCHELL,  Esq. 

A  son  of  the  late  Admiral  Sir  Andrew  Mitchell,  K.  B. 
whose  services  are  recorded  in  the  Naval  Chronicle,  vol.  16, 
pp.  90— 107.  He  was  made  lieutenant  May  22,  1807 ;  com- 
mander April  5,  1810;  and  post-captain  June  7,  1814.  His 
brothers,  Charles  and  Andrew,  are  both  captains,  R.  N. 
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JOHN  HARPER,  Esq. 

A  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  and 
Knight  of  the  Imperial  Austrian  Order  of  Leopold. 

This  ofl&cer  was  born  at  Chatham,  in  Kent,  Sept.  18,  1772; 
and  he  appears  to  have  entered  the  navy,  as  midshipman,  on 
board  the  Britannia,  a  first-rate,  bearing  the  flag  of  Vice- 
Admiral  the  Hon.  Samuel  Barrington,  early  in  1782.  His 
father,  who  was  an  officer  of  the  same  ship,  received  a  mortal 
wound,  in  the  partial  action  between  Lord  Howe's  fleet  and 
the  combined  forces  of  France  and  Spain,  off  Cape  Spartel, 
Oct.  20,  1782*.  Upon  the  death  of  that  gentleman  being 
announced  to  the  Vice-Admiral,  he  immediately  answered, 
"  I  will  take  the  youngster  under  my  protection — if  he  makes 
only  half  as  good  a  man  as  his  parent,  he  will  be  an  honour  to 
the  British  navy." 

During  the  long  period  of  peace  that  succeeded  the  struggle 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  revolted  colonies,  Mr.  Har- 
per's patron  kept  him  constantly  afloat,  in  the  Triumph  74, 
Barfleur  98,  and  Pomona  28 ;  the  latter  ship  commanded  by 
Captain  Henry  Savage,  and  successively  employed  on  the 
African  and  Channel  stations.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
French  revolutionary  war,  he  was  strongly  recommended  by 
the  same  distinguished  officer  to  Sir  John  Jervis,  with  whom 
he  sailed  for  the  West  Indies,  in  the  Boyne  98,  Nov.  26, 
1793. 

Mr.  Harper  commanded  a  flat-bottomed  boat,  employed  in 
landing  the  British  troops  at  Martinique,  and  was  promoted 
into  the  Avenger  sloop  for  his  conduct  on  that  occasion.  His 
first  commission  as  lieutenant  bears  date  Feb.  21,  1794. 

During  the  siege  of  St.  Lucia,  Mr.  Harper  was  one  night 
ordered  to  row  guard,  in  a  6-oared  boat,  off  the  Carenage, 
which  harbour  he  entered,  and,  taking  advantage  of  a  heavy 
shower  of  rain,  boarded  and  captured  a  French  schooner  pri- 
vateer, mounting  ten  guns,  fully  manned,  and  perfectly  ready 


*SeeVol.  IT.  Partll.  p.  912. 
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for  sea.  The  crew  of  this  vessel  had  gone  below  for  shelter ; 
an<l  so  complete  was  the  surprise,  that  they  were  secured 
luider  hatches,  the  cables  cut,  sail  made,  and  the  vessel 
brought  safe  out  past  all  the  forts,  without  the  least  alarm 
being  given.  We  subsequently  find  him  serving  on  shore 
with  the  army  under  Sir  Charles  Grey,  at  the  reduction  of 
Guadaloupe. 

In  Oct.  1794,  the  Avenger  being  then  paid  off  at  Ports- 
mouth, Lieutenant  Harper  received  an  appointment  to  Uie 
Defence  74,  Captain  Thomas  Wells,  which  ship  formed  part 
of  the  fleet  under  Vice-Admiral  Hotham,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  that  got  into  action,  July  13,  1795  *.  Her  loss  on  that 
occasion  was  one  killed  and  six  wounded. 

The  Defence  was  afterwards  stationed  off  Cadiz,  where  we 
find  Lieutenant  Harper  engaged  in  all  the  various  boat  ser- 
vices that  took  place  in  the  summer  of  1797.  He  also  bore 
a  part  at  the  glorious  battle  of  the  Nile,  on  which  occasion 
the  Defence  was  commanded  by  Captain  John  Peyton,  and 
sustained  a  loss  of  15  men  killed  and  wounded.  Previous  to 
that  ever  memorable  conflict,  many  of  her  crew  had  died  of 
fever,  occasioned  by  alternate  exposure  to  the  sun  and  dews, 
for  several  successive  days  and  nights,  while  watering  at 
Syracuse.  Among  those  severely  attacked,  and  whose  reco- 
very the  medical  men  long  despaired  of,  was  Mr.  Harper, 
then  second  lieutenant,  who  had  volunteered  to  superintend 
the  performance  of  that  extremely  fatiguing  duty.  It  is  wor- 
thy of  remark,  that  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Defence  was 
only  five  days  senior  to  him  in  rank:  the  one  was  made  com- 
mander immediately  after  the  brilliant  victory  in  Aboukir 
bay ;  but  the  other  did  not  obtain  promotion  until  nearly 
twelve  years  subsequent  thereto. 

In  Jan.  1800,  Lieutenant  Harper  removed  to  the  Glory 
98,  Captain  Thomas  Wells,  from  which  ship  he  was  paid  off, 
at  Chatham,  in  April  1802.  He  afterwards  served  as  flag- 
lieutenant  to  Rear-Admiral  Barthomolew  S.  Rowley,  who 
placed  him  in  command  of  the  Admiral  Mitchell  cutter,  and 


*  See  Vol.  I.  Part  I.  note  at  p.  254. 
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sent  him  to  the  coast  of  France,  on  a  very  confidential  ser- 
vice, under  the  orders  of  Captain  Wright  *.  Whilst  in  that 
vessel,  he  received  the  thanks  of  Rear-Admiral  Robert  Mon- 
tagu for  his  gallant  conduct  in  an  action  with  the  Boulogne 
flotilla. 

Lieutenant  Harper's  next  appointment  was  to  be  first  of 
the  Wasp  sloop.  Captain  John  Simpson,  the  remarkable  es- 
cape of  which  vessel,  from  the  Rochefort  squadron,  in  Aug. 
1805,  has  been  recorded  at  p.  55  of  Suppl.  Part  II.  In 
Jan.  1806,  being  then  senior  lieutenant  of  the  Star  sloop,  off 
Oporto,  he  boarded  and  captured,  with  two  boats  containing 
about  20  men,  a  Spanish  luggc  privateer,  of  1  long  6-pounder, 
6  swivels,  and  45  men. 

At  the  commencement  of  1807,  Lieutenant  Harper  joined 
the  Excellent  74,  Captain  John  West,  under  whom  he  served, 
on  the  Mediterranean  station,  upwards  of  three  years. 

After  cruising  for  a  considerable  time  off  Cadiz,  the  Ex- 
cellent was  sent  to  co-operate  with  the  Spanish  patriots  on 
the  coast  of  Catalonia.  Some  of  the  events  that  occurred  at 
Kosas,  previous  to  the  fall  of  that  important  post,  are  re- 
lated by  Captain  West,  in  an  official  letter  to  Lord  CoUing- 
wood,  of  which  the  following  are  extracts  : — 

"  H.  M.  S.  Excellent,  Rosas  Bay,  Nov.  21,  1808. 

**  My  Lord, — I  have  anxiously  waited  an  opportunity  to  inform  your  lord- 
ship of  the  investment  of  Rosas  by  the  enemy,  with  a  force  computed  at 
5000  or  6000  men. 

"  On  the  evening  of  the  6th  instant,  the  enemy  was  first  observed  in 
motion,  between  Figueras  and  Castillern,  and,  on  the  following  morning, 
was  in  complete  possession  of  the  heights  that  encompass  this  bay.  On 
the  same  day,  at  noon,  a  small  body  of  the  enemy  entered  the  town  of 
Rosas,  which,  in  an  instant,  was  cleared  of  its  inhabitants,  who  either  fled 
to  their  boats  or  the  citadel  for  protection ;  but  a  well-directed  Are  from 
the  Excellent  and  Meteor,  bomb,  both  within  point-blank  shot  of  the  town, 
obliged  the  enemy  precipitately  to  retire.  On  the  first  appearance  of  the 
enemy.  Colonel  O'Daly,  governor  of  this  fortress,  made  application  to  mc 
for  assistance,  when  I  immediately  reinforced  his  garrison  with  the  ma- 
rines of  the  Excellent,  (with  the  exception  of  an  officer  and  25  men,  who 
had  been  previously  detached  to  fort  Trinit^)  and  an  officer  and  50  sea- 
men.   On  the  7th,  the  enemy  took  possession  of  several  houses  and  ruins 


*  See  Captain  James  Wallis. 
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in  the  rear  of  the  town  as  an  advanced  post,  from  which  he  has  Ijccn  re- 
peatedly dislodged  by  the  citadel,  and  the  guns  and  shells  of  H.  IM.  ships 
in  the  bay.  On  the  8th,  at  noon,  observing  a  body  of  miquelcts  hard 
pressed  by  the  enemy,  I  was  induced  to  make  a  sortie  from  the  citadel  with 
the  seamen  and  marines,  and  the  ofGcers  commanding  them ;  but  the  very 
superior  force  of  the  enemy,  who  endeavoured  to  surround  us,  obliged  us 
to  retire ;  not,  however,  till  my  officers  and  men  had  displayed  a  spirit  and 
courage  which  gave  me  the  most  lively  satisfaction.    »    *    •    '^ 

"  Late  on  the  evening  of  the  9th,  I  received  from  the  governor  the  un- 
pleasant advice,  that  a  large  breach  was  made  in  the  rampart  of  the  citadel, 
by  a  part  of  the  bulwark  falling  down,  sufficiently  capacious  to  achnit  25 
men  abreast.  I  proffered  to  the  governor  every  assistance  that  the  urgency 
of  the  moment  required,  and  directed  Captain  Collins  to  immediately  weigh 
and  place  the  Meteor  as  near  the  shoal  as  possible,  to  flank  the  breach  iti 
the  event  of  an  attack.  I  sent  at  the  same  time  two  boats  to  enfilade  the 
beach  with  carronades ;  but,  fortunately,  the  lateness  of  the  hour  pre- 
cluded the  enemy  gaining  information  of  the  event.  The  following  morn- 
ing I  sent  an  officer  and  a  party  of  seamen  to  assist  in  repairing  the  breach, 
directing  the  seamen  and  marines  in  the  citadel  to  be  employed  in  the 
same  service.  By  every  exertion  the  rampart  was  placed  in  a  state  of  se- 
curity for  the  night,  the  defence  of  which  was  entrusted  to  an  officer  and 
40  seamen,  whom  I  sent  on  shore  for  that  purpose.  On  the  3d  day  I 
was  happy  to  see  the  repair  completed,  and  the  work  as  defensible  as  it 
was  previous  to  the  disaster. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  at  8  o'clock,  the  enemy  made  a 
most  resolute  assault  on  Fort  Trinity  with  about  200  men,  and  a  reserve  of 
2000  to  support  them.  They  were  bravely  repulsed ;  but  in  a  moment 
again  advanced  in  greater  force,  when  two  ot:  the  outer  gates  were  broke 
open.  By  a  most  galling  and  steady  Are  of  musketry  and  hand-grenades 
from  the  fort,  the  enemy  was  a  second  time  oi)liged  to  retire  with  great 
loss,  leaving  their  leader,  a  chief  of  brigade,  and  many  others,  dead  under 
its  walls;  the  second  in  command  was  carried  off"  desperately  wounded. 
Expecting  a  third  assault  would  be  made,  I  threw  in  a  reinforcement  of  30 
marines,  with  a  captain  and  a  subaltern,  by  means  of  a  rope  ladder,  which 
was  eflected  without  loss,  and  with  one  man  but  slightly  wounded,  during 
an  incessant  fire  of  musketry. 

"  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  of  sufficient  praise  of  the  officers  and  men  in 
their  glorious  defence  of  Fort  Trinity,  on  which  occasion  5  marines  were 
wounded,  and  1  Spaniard.        *•»*♦. 

"  No  further  attempt  was  made  on  this  fort  till  the  20th  instant,  when 
the  enemy  opened  a  battery  of  3  heavy  guns,  from  a  height  commanding 
it ;  but  as  yet  has  made  no  impression  on  its  walls.  The  Lucifer  bomb 
had  been  throwing  shells  the  two  preceding  days,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
making  a  lodgment  on  this  height ;  but  was  compelled  to  retire  after  being 
struck  three  times  by  the  battery.  During  the  previous  night,  the  enemy 
threw  up  an  extensive  entrenchment  300  yards  from  the  citadel,  and  at  day- 
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lireak  opened  a  fire  upon  the  ships  in  tlie  bay  from  three  large  mortars, 
which  oblii^ed  us  to  retire  out  of  their  reach :  the  bomb- vessels,  from  having 
a  longer  range  of  sliells  than  the  enemy,  were  enabled  to  throw  them  with 
effect. 

"  Fort  Trinity,  from  its  insulated  situation  and  strength,  I  am  of  opinion, 
may  stand  a  long  siege ;  but  I  am  not  so  sanguine  with  respect  to  the 
citadel,  the  garrison  of  which  is  very  inadequate  to  its  defence.  •*•••• 

"I  beg  leave  to  express  how  highly  satisfied  I  have  been  with  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  company  of  this  ship,  as  likewise  those  of  the  Meteor 
and  Lucifer  bombs,  commanded  by  Captains  Collins  and  Hall,  whose  great 
exertions,  during  the  arduous  and  most  fatiguing  service  they  have  im- 
periously been  called  upon  to  perform,  reflect  the  greatest  credit  upon  them. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "John  West.'* 

During  these  operations,  the  Excellent  had  19men  wounded, 
one  of  whom  died  before  she  left  the  bay.  The  subsequent 
capitulation  of  the  citadel  of  Rosas,  and  the  evacuation  of 
Fort  Trinity,  will  be  noticed  in  our  memoir  of  Captain 
Trederick  Marry att,  C.  B. 

On  the  29th  July,  1809,  Captain  West  reported  to  the 
senior  officer  in  the  Adriatic,  the  capture  of  6  heavy  gun- 
boats belonging  to  the  Italian  marine,  and  10  trabacolas 
laden  with  brandy,  flour,  rice,  and  wheat ;  lying  under  the 
guns  of  a  castle,  and  protected  by  a  pier  lined  with  musketry. 
We  shall  here  give  an  extract  of  his  public  letter : — 

"An  enemy's  convoy  was  observed  yesterday  morning  standing  along 
the  northern  shore  towards  Trieste;  and  being  of  opinion,  that  by  anchoring 
the  Excellent  as  near  that  shore  as  her  sufety  would  admit,  might  enable 
me  to  cut  off  the  enemy  from  his  destined  port,  I  immediately  weighed  and 
took  up  a  position  accordingly.  This  movement  had  the  desired  effect, 
obliging  the  enemy  to  take  shelter  in  Douin,  a  port  4  leagues  to  the  N.  W. 
of  Trieste,  hi  the  afternoon,  a  coaster  was  brought  on  board  by  the  Ex- 
cellenl's  boat,  which  informed  me  the  enemy's  convoy  was  composed  of 
6  gun-boats,  and  several  vessels  bidcn  with  grain. 

"  Conceiving  it  very  practicable  to  capture  or  destroy  them  in  their  pre- 
sent situation,  at  10  p.m.  I  detached  H.  M.  sloopi  Acorn  and  Bustard,  with 
all  the  boats  of  the  Excellent,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  John  Harper,  the 
tint  lieutenant,  to  perform  this  service.  At  midnight,  a  very  heavy  can- 
nonade wa{<  seen  in  that  direction,  which  in  a  short  hour  ceased,  when  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  rocket  go  up,  which  announced  to  me  a 
favorable  issue  to  the  enterprise.  At  noon  this  day,  II.  M.  sloops  and 
boats  returned,  having  with  them  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  convoy.  En- 
closed I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  letter  from  Captain  ('lephane, 
of  H.  M.  sloop  Ac'orn,  the  senior  oflicer  in  the  command  of  this  expedition. 
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The  very  masterly  and  complete  manner  in  which  the  service  has  been 
performed  by  Captains  Clephane  and  Marklaud,  and  Lieutenant  John 
Harper,  excites  my  highest  admiration ;  every  officer,  seaman,  and  marine, 
I  am  assured,  individually  distinguished  himself. 

"  0/  the  merits  of  Lieutenant  John  Harper,  un  officer  of  fifteen  years 
standing",  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  of  sufficient  praise ;  his  conduct  on  this, 
as  on  mani/ former  occasions,  teas  that  of  a  most  experienced  and  enterpris- 
ing" officer." 

ENCLOSURE. 

"H.M.  S.  Acorn,  off  Trieste,  July  29,  1809. 

*'  Sir, — It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  I  have  to  inform  yon,  that  the 
service  you  did  me  the  honor  to  put  under  my  direction,  has  l>eeu  com- 
pletely execute*  by  the  boarding  and  bringing  away,  under  a  very  heavy 
fire,  all  the  gun-boats  and  merchant  vessels  which  had  taken  shelter  under 
the  castle  of  Douin. 

"  Covered  by  the  fire  of  H.  M.  sloops  Acorn  and  Bustard,  the  detach- 
ment of  boats,  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant  John  Harper,  puslied  on 
shore,  and,  in  about  half-an-hour,  had  complete  possession  of  the  enemy's 
vessels. 

"  I  take  the  liberty  to  express  my  high  sense  of  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Markland,  both  by  his  leading  into  a  place  so  little  known,  and  by  the 
well-directed  fire  he  kept  up. 

"  //  tcould  be  the  highest  presumption  in  me  to  attempt,  ty  any  praise  of 
mine,  to  add  to  the  merits  of  Lieutenant  Harper,  which  are  so  well  knoini 
to  you ;  yet  I  conceive  it  a  most  indispensable,  and  liheicise  a  most  pleasant 
duty,  to  express  my  greatest  admiration  of  the  prompt,  gallant,  and  deter- 
mined manner  in  which  he  performed  the  above  service,  with  so  inferior  a 
force}  and  likewise  of  the  judicious  and  soldier-like  conduct  of  Captain 
Cummings,  R.  M.,  who  by  taking  post  on  shore  with  a  siiiall  party  of  his 
men,  entirely  prevented  the  enemy  annoying  our  people,  from  the  rugged 
precipices  surrounding  the  port,  while  in  the  act  of  launching  the  vessels. 
Lieutenant  Harper  speaks  highly  of  the  great  attention  and  good  conduct 
of  every  officer  and  man  under  his  orders.  Permit  me  to  add,  how  much 
pleased  I  am  with  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  ship's  company  of  the 
Acorn,  it  being  the  first  time  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  carry  them  before 
an  enemy. 

"The  loss  the  enemy  sustained  could  not  be  ascertained,  but  it  is  con- 
jectured they  had  from  20  to  30  killed  and  wounded.  Our  loss,  though 
comparatively  small,  I  much  regret  *. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  R.  Clephane." 

••  To  John  West,  Esq.  Captain  H.  M.  S.  Excellent." 


V^ 


vii 


•  Excellent,  2  killed,  2  slightly  wounded ;  Bustard,  Mr.  Kalty  Robinson, 
master,  severely,  I  seaman,  mortally,  and  the  pilot  and  1  marine,  slightly 
wounded. 
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Three  of  the  gun-boats  were  armed  with  long  24-pounders, 
the  remainder  with  long  eighteens.  They  were  commanded 
by  officers  lately  sent  from  Boulogne,  and  each  had  a  crew 
consisting  of  15  sailors,  2  artillery  men,  and  3  riflemen.  Five 
out  of  the  six  commandants  were  either  killed,  wounded,  or 
drowned  :  their  total  loss  amounted  to  more  than  50. 

"  This  enterprise"  says  Lord  Collingwood,  "  was  well  de- 
vised, and  gallantly  executed.  The  manner  in  which  Captain 
Ck'phane  speaks  of  the  conduct  and  skill  of  Lieutenant 
Harper,  is  only  a  repetition  of  what  he  has  ever  been  enti' 
tied  to  when  he  goes  upon  service.  Every  account  of  him 
that  has  come  to  me  describes  him  as  an  admirable  officer^ 

In  Sept.  1809,  Lieutenant  Harper  was  sent  with  two  boats 
to  attack  a  large  armed  schooner,  lying  close  to  the  beach 
near  Brindisi.  On  approaching  her,  he  discovered  that  she 
was  aground,  and  in  possession  of  the  enemy's  troops ;  not- 
withstanding which  he  continued  to  advance,  and  had  the  sa- 
tisfaction to  see  the  Frenchmen  fly  before  him.  The  vessel 
was  then  boarded  ;  but  being  close  to  some  heavy  batteries, 
and  the  whole  coast  alarmed,  he  f m:'  ^  '>.  impracticable  to  get 
her  afloat,  and  consequently  set  h.       <   ire. 

Shortly  after  this.  Lieutenant  Harper  received  the  thanks 
of  the  Admiralty  for  his  gallant  conduct  at  Douin,  but  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  obtained  any  more  substantial  mark 
of  their  lordships'  approbaticm  until  April  1810.  His  pro- 
motion to  the  rank  of  commander  took  place  on  the  1 7th  of 
that  month. 

In  Aug.  1812,  Captain  Harper  was  appointed  to  the  Saracen, 
a  fine  18-gun  brig,  which  vessel  he  completely  equipped  with 
only  his  marines  and  a  few  worn-out  sailors,  retained  for  har- 
bour duty.  On  the  23d  of  the  ensuing  month,  he  addressed 
the  following  letter  to  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  commander-in- 
chief  at  Portsmouth : — 

"  Sir,-— Whilst  procccfling  •,  in  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  21st 
instant,  last  evening,  at  sun-set,  thick  hazy  weather,  Ueachy  Head  bearinjf 
N.  by  W.  distant  seven  or  eight  miles,  I  observed  in  the  S.  S.  E.  two  large 
luggeni,  in  chase  of  and  very  near  capturing  three  decp-laden  English  ves- 
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sels. I  instantly  made  sail  for  their  protection,  and,  after  a  short  but 
anxious  chace,  succeeded  in  capturing  le  Coureur  French  privateer,  of  14 
guns  and  50  men,  belonj^ing  to  Calais,  commanded  by  Mon.  Joreun,  who 
tried  us  on  every  point  of  sailing ;  but  by  the  uncommon  exertion  of  my 
officers,  although  manned  with  only  the  marines  and  a  few  harbour-duty 
men,  we  completely  out-manoeuvred,  ran  alongside  of,  and  boarded  him, 
without  any  loss  on  our  part.  The  French  captain  and  two  of  his  crew 
were  desperately  wounded  before  he  would  surrender. 

"  I  feel  great  pleasure  in  reporting  the  capture  of  this  vessel,  she  being 
nearly  new,  and  one  of  the  fastest  sailing  privateers  out  of  France,  com- 
manded by  an  able  and  enterprising  man,  who  has  been  very  successful  in 
aimoying  our  trade.  The  other  lugger,  la  Honoria,  of  equal  force,  having 
got  to  a  great  distance  whilst  we  were  securing  le  Coureur,  and  night  coming 
on,  I  am  sorry  it  was  not  in  ray  power  to  capture  ;  but  I  completely  drove 
her  off  the  coast,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  think  the  vessels  they  were  in 
chase  of  escaped.  They  had  sailed  from  Dieppe,  only  8  hours  before,  in 
company  with  another,  and  had  made  no  capture.  The  wind  coming  strong 
from  the  eastward,  and  not  having  men  sufficient  on  board,  after  manning 
the  prize,  to  guard  the  prisoners  and  navigate  the  Saracen,  I  have  thought 
it  prudent  to  return  to  Spithead  with  the  lugger,  which  I  hope  will  meet 
your  approbation.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "J.  Harper." 

The  Saracen,  when  manned,  was  sent  to  the  Mediterranean, 
and  in  Feb.  1813,  Captain  Harper  received  orders  to  escort 
the  trade  from  Malta  to  the  Archipelago  :  he  was  at  the  same 
time  directed  to  remain  on  the  Smyrna  station,  but  s'jon  after- 
wards permitted  to  proceed  up  the  xVdriatic,  at  his  own  parti- 
cular request.  During  the  remainder  of  the  war  with  France, 
we  find  him  very  actively  and  successfully  employed,  chiefly 
under  the  orders  of  Rear-Admiral  Freemantle,  to  whom  he 
made  the  following  report,  June  18, 1813 : — 

*•  Sir, — Upon  reconnoitring  the  coast  and  islands,  on  the  station  you  did 
me  the  honor  of  appointing  me  to,  the  harbour  in  the  island  of  Zupano 
appeared  the  only  place  where  there  were  vessels  of  any  burthen,  and  from 
information  received,  it  was  supposed  that  some  of  the  last  convoy,  with 
grain  for  Ragusa,  was  still  detained  there. 

"  As  it  was  only  guarded  by  a  captain's  party  of  about  fiO  men,  lust 
night,  it  blowing  and  raining  excessive  hard,  with  thunder  and  lightning,  I 
conceived  it  a  most  favorable  opportunity  of  making  an  attack ;  at  9  p.  »i. 
I  put  off  from  the  brig,  with  the  boats,  and  at  1 1,  landed  with  the  small- 
arm  men  and  marines,  to  the  number  of  40  men.  After  a  very  <lifficult 
march  of  nearly  3  miles,  we  surprised  and  took  prisoners  the  corporal's 
guard  in  advance,  without  their  being  able  to  give  the  alarm.  We  then 
Instantly  pushed  for  the  guard-houso  and  comiuandaat's  quarters,  which 


I  m 


t:-);; 


m 


fm\ 


'  I '  .1- 


1.^'  .'■ 


M 


«■' 


li.!'. 


334 


POST-CAPTAINS    OF    1814. 


were  carried  by  the  bayonet,  and  took  prisoners,  with  their  anna  and  am- 
munition, tlie  captain  commanding  the  islands  of  Zupano  and  Mezzo,  2 
Serjeants,  3  corporals,  and  33  privates,  belonging  to  the  4th  light  infantry 
regiment  (ihe  lieutenant  and  15  privates  escaping),  which  completely  put 
the  whole  of  the  island  in  our  possession,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  without 
loss,  and  only  a  few  slight  bayonet  wounds.  The  determined  conduct  of 
the  seamen  and  marines,  headed  by  Lieutenants  Holmes  and  Hancock, 
made  all  their  resistance  ineffectual.  On  examining  the  harbour,  there 
were  no  vessels  found  there  bound  to  Ragusa ;  and  I  have  every  reason  to 
think,  no  vessel,  however  small,  has  escaped  from  Stagno  since  I  have  been 
on  this  station,  the  boats  of  the  Saracen  being  kept  constantly  on  the  look- 
out, at  different  stations,  during  the  night.  I  am  informed,  that  the  lieute- 
nant and  his  party  made  their  escape  in  a  boat,  and  went  towards  Ragusa. 
The  island  I  have  left  in  the  quiet  possession  of  the  inhabitants,  wlu  appear 
much  attached  to  the  English.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


(Signed) 


"  J.  Harper." 


Zupano  was  one  of  three  islands  which  the  enemy  had  gar- 
risoned for  the  protection  of  vessels  conveying  supplies  from 
Stagno  to  Ragusa,  and  thence  to  Boco  di  Cattaro.  Constantly 
expecting  an  attack,  the  soldiers  composing  the  garrison  were 
always  under  Jirms,  by  niglit,  in  the  market-place,  which  was 
surrounded  by  a  breast-work.  When  Captain  Harper  arrived 
in  the  square  of  the  town,  his  men  were  completely  drenched 
with  rain  ;  many  of  them  had  lost  their  shoes  in  the  mud,  and 
all  their  ammunition  was  unserviceable.  The  alarm  had  then 
been  given,  and  the  enemy  were  prepared  to  receive  him.  To 
retreat  or  hesitate  would  have  been  certain  destruction.  He 
instantly  charged,  and,  after  a  doubtful  struggle  of  10  minutes, 
carried  every  thing  before  him. 

The  island  was  well  cultivated,  and  produced  great  quanti- 
ties of  oil  and  wine.  Captain  Harper  immediately  hoisted 
Britiijh  colours,  disbanded  and  re-organized  the  national  guard, 
dismissed  the  mayor  from  his  office,  and  requested  the  Count 
Natali,  a  nuich  respected  nobleman,  to  assume  that  of  civil 
governor, — arrangements  which  completely  put  down  the 
French  party,  and  gave  universal  satisfaction  to  the  loyal 
inhabitants. 

One  of  the  other  fortified  islands  was  Mezzo,  situated  be- 
tween Zupano  and  Ragusa,  garrisoned  by  an  officer  and  59 
regulai-  troops,  including  artillery-men,  and  defended  by  a 
strong  castle  cmi  the  pinnacle  of  an  ahnost  inaccessible  hill. 
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The  French  general  at  Ragusa,  when  informed  that  Zupano 
had  been  captured,  immediately  sent  strict  orders  to  the 
commandant  of  this  island,  '*  to  be  on  his  guard,  or  the 
captain  of  the  English  brig  would  take  him  also;"  which 
prediction  was  soon  verified,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
letter : 

"  H.  M.  sloop  Saracen,  Harbour  of  Mezzo,  July  23,  1813, 
"  Sir, — Having  received  information,  that  the  enemy  at  Ragusa  had 
prepared  200  troops,  and  2  h)ng  guns,  as  a  reinforcement  for  the  island  of 
Mezzo,  they  knowing  it  to  be  of  the  greatest  consequence  in  protecting 
their  convoys,  and  annoying  the  British  cruisers,  I  determined,  with  Cap- 
tain Black,  of  the  Weazle,  on  instantly  liesieging  it,  and,  on  the  15th  in- 
stant, declared  the  island  to  be  in  a  state  of  strict  blockade.    On  the  KUh, 
the  Weazle's  l)oat3  succeeded  in  surprising  and  taking  prisoners  two  ad- 
vance parties  of  the  enemy.    On  the  17th,  I  landed  with  the  marines  of 
both  brigs,  and,  at  midnight,  took  possession  of  the  town  and  convent, 
the  latter  a  very  strong  place,  the  enemy  retreating  into  a  large  castle, 
situated  on  a  very  high  hill,  and  strongly  fortified.    On  the  18th,  in  the 
morning,  the  enemy  sent  out  a  strong  party  to  the  town  for  provisions ;  I 
attacked  them  with  the  marines,  drove  them  back,  and  took  a  corporal  and 
three  privates  prisoners.    The  12-pounder  carronade  was  landed  from  the 
Saracen,  and  opened  on  the  castle  in  the  afternoon,  apparently  with  good 
effect.    I  then  determined  to  erect  a  battery  on  the  top  of  a  high  rocky 
mountain,  which  commanded  the  castle,  although  it  appeared  almost  im- 
possible, from  the  difficulty  of  access.    Captain  Black,  in  the  most  hand- 
some manner,  volunteered  to  perform  this  service.    On  the  19th,  we  re- 
connoitred and  marked  out  the  battery,  which  was  instantly  begun.  In  the 
evening  I  sailed  for  Curzola,  according  to  your  orders.    On  my  return,  in 
the  evening  of  the  21st,  I  found  that  Captain  Black  had,  in  the  most  able 
and  persevering  n)anner,  got  the  battery  ready  with  three  small  brass 
guns,  and  had  been  indefatigable  in  annoying  the  enemy.   On  the  22d,  at 
day-light,  the  battery  opened  a  well-directed  tire  on  the  castle,  which  was 
returned  with  shot  and  shells.  The  enemy  finding  himself  hard  pressed  on 
all  sides,  his  foraging  parties  being  constantly  attacked  and  driven  back  with 
loss,  at  11,  A.  M.,  sent  a  flag  of  truce,  offering  to  surrender,  on  the  terms 
marked  No.  1,  which  Captain  Black  and  myself  thought  quite  inadmissible ; 
but  knowing  the  enemy  had  bread  for  12  or  14  days  longer,  and  that  a  re- 
inforcement of  100  troops,  with  supplies  of  every  kind  for  them,  had 
arrived  at  the  island  of  Calamotta,  only  one  mile  distant,  I  sent  back  our 
terms,  marked  No.  2,  allowing  them  16  minutes  to  consider.    On  these 
terms  they  surrendered,  and  we  took  possession  of  the  castle  at  3  r.  m.     I 
feel  happy  in  informing  you,  it  has  been  ac(|uired  with  the  loss  only  of  (Jiie 
marine,  belonging  to  the  Saracen,  killed,  and  two  of  the  Weazle's  wounded. 
The  exertions  and  fatigue  of  the  crews  of  both  brigs  have  been  great ; 
every  officer  and  man  performing  the  duty  allotted  to  him  with  that 
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cheerful iicss  so  characteristic  of  Englishmen  when  in  the  presence  of  their 
enemy. 

"  To  Captain  Black,  of  the  Weazle,  I  owe  much  for  his  advice  and 
cordial  co-operation  ;  his  zeal  and  indefatigable  exertions  made  all  difficul 
ties  to  appear  trifles :  his  merit?  as  an  officer  are  well  known  to  you.  Lieu- 
tenant Hohnes,  senior  of  the  Saracen,  who  had  the  command  of  the 
convent,  was  constantly  on  the  alert  with  his  piquets,  and  entirely  pre- 
vented the  enemy  gettiujf  supplies  from  the  town  or  villages;  his  conduct 
on  this,  as  on  former  occasions,  has  been  that  of  a  most  zealous  and  enter- 
prising officer.  Mr.  Brien,  gunner  of  the  Weazle,  who  constructed  and 
commanded  the  battery  on  the  moimtain,  proved  himself  a  brave  and  ex' 
perienccd  man.  I  hope  the  terms  I  granted  the  enemy,  and  my  conduct, 
will  meet  your  approbation.  The  inhabitants  arc  delighted  to  see  the 
English.  I  have  ordered  every  thing  to  remain  the  same  until  your  pleasure 
is  known.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  J.  Harper." 

"  To  Rear-admiral  Frcemantle,  8fc.  Sfc.  <^c.'' 

Enclosures. 
No.  1. — Terms  demanded  by  the  enemij. 
*'  The  troops  comprising  the  garrison  of  Mezzo  to  be  permitted  to  go 
to  Ragusa,  taking  with  them  their  arms  and  ammunition,  and  not  to  be 
considered  prisoners  of  war." — Refused. 

No.  2. — Terms  offered  by  Captain  Harper. 

"  The  officer  commanding  the  castle  of  Mezzo  shall  l)e  allowed  his  parole 
of  honour,  not  to  serve  against  Great  Britain  or  her  allies  until  regularly 
exchanged. 

"  The  troops  to  march  out  of  the  castle  with  shouldered  arms,  and  to 
ground  them  on  the  glacis ;  to  be  considered  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  landed 
near  Ragusa,  and  nut  to  serve  against  Great  Britain  or  her  allies  until 
regularly  exchanged. 

"  The  officers  to  keep  their  swords. 

"  The  castle,  with  all  the  ordnance,  arms,  ammunition,  stores,  &c.  to  be 
given  up  in  the  state  it  now  is." — All  accepted. 

Return  of  Ordnance,  8fc,  taken. 

"  Five  long  9-poundcr8,  one  iirass  5i-inch  howitzer,  500  round  shot,  30 
shells,  8000  musket-ball  cartridges,  and  four  liarrels  of  gunpowder." 

The  capture  of  Mezzo  was  a  great  annoyance  to  the  French 
general  at  Ragusa,  who  immediately  withdrew  his  troops 
from  Calamotta,  saying  "  nothing  in  the  shape  of  an  island 
was  secure  from  the  English  brigs."  On  the  other  hand. 
Rear- Admiral  Freemantle  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  con- 
duct r'  Captain  Harper,  that  he  gave  him  the  entire  direction 
of  the  blockade  of  Ragusa  and  Boco  di  Cattaro,  with  orders 
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to  keep  military  possession  of  his  last  conquest;  for  which 
purpose  the  marines  of  the  Saracen  and  Wizard  (brig)  were 
placed  in  the  castle  as  a  garrison,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Holmes.  A  telegraph  was  also  erected  there, 
from  whence  the  enemy's  movements  both  by  land  and  water 
could  be  plainly  seen,  and  immediately  made  known.  The 
destruction  of  the  French  batteries  at  the  entrance  of  Boco  di 
Cattaro  is  thus  officially  described  by  Captain  Harper : — 

"H.  M.  sloop  Saracen,  Aug.  18,  1813. 
"  Sir.—Havin^,  on  the  13th  instant,  well  reconnoitred  the  harbour  of 
Boco  di  Cattaro,  I  conceived  it  of  great  consequence  destroying  the  batteries 
at  the  entrance,  situated  on  two  elevated  and  commanding  points,  as  they 
protected  the  enemy's  gun-vessels,  &c.  from  being  attacked  by  our  boats. 
Having,  on  the  17th,  joined  H.  M.  sloop  Wizard,  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  put  under  my  command,  I  determined  to  attempt  their  destruction 
next  morning  at  day-light.  At  sun-set  the  Wcazle  joined  with  your  des- 
patches. Having  light  airs  and  calms  during  the  night,  she  could  not 
proceed  10  the  S.  E.  faster  than  we  did.  Captain  Black,  knowing  our 
situation  respecting  men  (the  senior  lieutenant  of  the  Saracen  and  the  ma- 
rines of  both  brigs  being  on  shore  at  Mezzo,  and  the  master  of  the  Saracen 
and  10  men  in  a  tender,  blockading  Stagno,  and  surveying  the  coast),  most 
handsomely  offered  his  marines  and  small-arm  men,  which  I  gladly  accepted. 
This  morning,  at  3-30,  the  boats  left  the  brigs,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Moresby,  who  volunteered  his  services,  pulled  into  the  Boco, 
landed  under  a  heavy  fire  of  round-shot  and  musketry,  and  in  the  most 
gallant  manner  stormed  the  batteries,  the  French  gunners  and  troops  flying 
in  confusion.  The  enemy  was  so  intimidated  by  the  determined  conduct  of 
the  boats,  that,  could  the  brigs,  which  were  detained  l)y  a  vexatious  calm, 
have  got  into  the  harbour  in  time  to  cover  the  landing,  as  was  intended,  I  do 
not  know  where  our  success  would  have  terminated ;  but  the  alarm  being 
given,  and  troops  collecting  in  every  direction,  prudence  would  not  allow 
me  to  attempt  more  than  destroying  the  batteries  we  had  already  taken, 
and  which  had  been  constructed  with  great  labour.  The  three  guns,  18- 
poundcrs,  in  the  left-hand  battery  were  spiked,  and,  with  shot  and  shells, 
thrown  over  the  cliffs  into  deep  water ;  the  carriages  and  platforms  burnt ; 
the  furnace  for  heating  shot,  the  magazines,  and  other  buildings  destroyed ; 
as  was  also  the  battery  on  the  right  hand,  of  larger  dimensions  than  the 
other,  but  only  just  tinishcd,  and  the  guns  not  yet  mounted.  In  the  exe- 
cution of  this  service.  Lieutenant  Hancock,  of  the  Saracen,  was  attacked 
by  a  party  of  soldiers,  and,  in  a  cool  manner,  he  allowed  them  to  come  very 
near,  when  his  men  opened  a  well-directed  fire  of  musketry,  and  the  enemy 
made  a  hasty  retreat,  apparently  with  loss.  At  4  i*.  m.  having  completed 
the  destruction  of  the  batteries,  we  weighed  and  made  sail  out  of  the  har. 
hour.    Although  the  brigs  and  boats  were  much  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
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shot  and  shells,  two  seamen  of  the  Saracen  only  were  wounded,  and  part 
of  her  rudder  shot  away  is  the  only  damage  sustained.  From  Captain  Black, 
of  the  Weazle,  I  received  every  assistance.  To  the  conduct  of  Captain 
Moresby  is  to  be  attributed  our  success  without  loss :  the  order  in  which 
the  boats  advanced,  his  judgment  in  landing,  and  his  determined  manner 
of  leading  the  men  up  to  the  batteries,  so  intimidated  the  enemy,  that  they 
did  not  wait  for  the  charge,  but  hastily  fired  and  fled.  He  speaks  in  the 
highest  terms  of  Lieutenants  Quin  and  Hancock,  and  every  man  employed 
under  him.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  *'  J.  Harper." 

**  To  Rear-Admiral  Freemantle,  fyc.  ^c.  Sfc." 

The  Weazle  and  Wizard  were  now  required  for  other  ser- 
vice, and  the  Saracen  alone  was  left  to  blockade  the  enemy's 
ports.  Captain  Harper,  however,  manned  several  small  prizes 
as  tenders,  and,  with  them  and  his  boats,  he  managed  to  keep 
the  whole  coast  in  a  constant  state  of  alarm ;  often  landing  at 
various  places  to  the  westward  of  Ragusa  during  the  night, 
and  returning  to  his  anchorage  between  that  town  and  Cattaro 
before  day-break.  On  these  occasions,  he  generally  withdrew 
his  marines  from  Mezzo  after  dark,  leaving  only  a  lame  man 
in  the  castle,  who  was  ordered  always  to  fire  the  morning  and 
evening  gun,  to  make  plenty  of  smoke  in  the  cooking-room, 
and  to  keep  the  telegraph  constantly  at  work.  This  so  com- 
pletely deceived  the  enemy,  100  of  whom  were  encamped 
directly  opposite,  looking  out  for  an  opportunity  to  attack  the 
island,  that  they  never  bad  the  least  suspicion  of  the  defence- 
less state  of  the  castle,  the  man  left  in  charge  of  which  was 
ever  afterwards  facetiously  styled  "  his  excellency  the  gover- 


nor. 
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One  night  in  Sept.  1813,  Captain  Harper  received  informa- 
tion that  50  oxen  were  about  to  leave  Ragusa  under  a  very 
weak  escort,  the  French  general  thinking  they  would  go  per- 
fectly safe,  as  the  Saracen,  when  last  seen  at  the  close  of  the 
day,  was  lying  about  4  leagues  to  the  westward.  At  day- 
light, Captain  Harper  landed  three  miles  to  the  eastward, 
with  the  master,  boatswain,  and  20  men  (all  he  had  on  board), 
gained  the  military  road,  and  intercepted  the  convoy,  taking 
prisoner  the  commissary  in  charge  of  the  cattle,  on  whom  was 
found  a  letter  from  the  commandant  at  Ragusa  to  Baron 
Gauthier,  at  Cattaro,  informing  him  that  these  were  the  Inst 
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he  could  possibly  send,  "  for  the  captain  of  the  English  brig 
rendered  it  impossible  to  forward  supplies  by  sea,  and  very 
difficult  to  do  so  by  land."  The  guard  and  drivers  ran  away ; 
the  oxen  were  all  embarked  in  fishing  boats,  and  brought  safe 
alongside  the  Saracen.  •   t 

On  the  I2th  Oct.  1813,  Captain  Hoste  arrived  oiF  Ragusa, 
in  the  Bacchante  frigate,  and  was  there  joined  by  the  Saracen 
and  three  Sicilian  gun-boats,  with  50  soldiers  on  board,  sent 
by  the  governor  of  Lissr  to  co-operate  with  Captain  Harper. 
On  the  13th,  in  the  morning,  the  passage  between  Castel 
Nuova  and  the  fort  of  Rosa  was  forced  j  and,  after  some  firing, 
a  capital  anchorage  secured  for  the  squadron,  about  3  miles 
above  the  former.  In  the  evening.  Captain  Hoste  detached 
several  boats  and  two  gun-vcssels,  "under  the  orders  of 
Captain  Harper,  who  very  handsomely  volunteered  his  ser- 
vices, to  capture  the  enemy's  armed  naval  force,  said  to  be 
lying  between  Isle  St.  George  and  the  town  of  Cattaro.  Cap- 
tain Harper  completely  succeeded  :  the  enemy  deserted  their 
boats  on  his  approach,  and,  having  manned  them,  he  most 
gallantly  attacked  and  carried  the  island,  the  commandant 
and  his  garrison  surrendering  at  discretion."  The  following 
is  Captain  Harper's  report  of  this  affair  : 

"  Saracen,  off"  Castel  Nuova,  Boco  di  Cattaro,  Oct.  14,  1813. 
"  At  10  p.  M.,  I  left  the  Saracen  with  the  two  gun-boats,  the  launch  and 
barge  of  the  Bacchante,  and  the  boats  of  the  sloop  under  my  command, 
and  pulled  towards  Cattaro.  On  going  through  the  passage  of  Cadoriee,  the 
enemy  in  the  island  of  St.  George  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  us.    We  fortu- 
nately escaped  without  damage.    At  midnight,  within  4  miles  of  Cattaro, 
I  found  the  enemy's  four  gun-boats  in  a  state  of  revolt.    I  instantly  took 
possession  of  them.    The  appearance  of  the  English  at  this  moment  had 
the  happiest  ciToct.  I  landed  at  the  different  places,  and  summoned  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  who  immediately,  at  my  request,  armed  en  masse  against 
the  French.    As  there  was  not  a  moment  to  be  lost  in  carrying  into  execu- 
tion your  further  orders  respecting  the  island  of  St.  George,  I  hoisted  the 
English  and  Austrian  flags  in  the  captured  gun-boats,  manned  them  with 
part  English  and-the  remainder  inhabitants,  volunteers,  and  proceeded  down 
to  the  attack  of  that  place.    At  day-light,  I  landed  at  the  town  of  Pcrsate, 
and  found  the  inhabitants  had  taken  possession  of  a  small  castle  of  3  guns. 
Seeing  these  might  be  employed  with  advantage  against  the  fortincations 
of  St.  George,  and  the  inhabitants  putting  themselves  under  my  orders,  I 
hoisted  the  British  and  luipurlal  colours,  and  assumed  the  command.  1  then 
onlered  Lieutenant  Gostliog  to  bring  up  the  gun-boats  to  the  attack,  which 
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he  did  in  tlie  most  handsome  manner.  At  6  a.  m.,  a  heavy  and  well-directed 
Are  waa  opened  at  the  island,  and  returned  from  it.  In  15  minutes,  the 
enemy  was  driven  from  his  guns,  when  he  displayed  a  flag  of  truce  and 
offered  to  capitulate.  I  insisted  on  the  garrison  surrendering  at  discretion, 
the  whole  to  be  prisoners,  and  allowed  them  5  minutes  only  before  I  com- 
menced firing  again ;  to  which  they  submitted,  when  I  took  possession  of 
the  island,  and  hoisted  English  colours.  I  am  happy  to  say,  this  strong  place 
has  been  reduced  without  any  loss  on  our  side. 

"  It  is  with  the  greateiit  pleasure  I  have  to  report  the  good  conduct  of 
every  officer  and  man  employed ;  and  if  I  had  been  obliged  to  storm  the 
island,  as  I  intended,  1  feel  confident  the  result  would  have  been  complete 
success. 

"  Lieutenant  Francis  Gostling,  of  the  Bacchante,  to  whom  I  gave  the 
command  of  the  gun-boats,  brought  them  up  to  the  attack  under  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  enemy,  in  the  most  cool  and  determined  manner.  I  have 
landed  the  marines,  and  given  him  the  command  of  the  island  until  your 
pleasure  is  known.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  describe  the  joy  and  enthu- 
siasm of  the  inhabitants  at  seeing  the  English  flag  flying.  In  two  hours  I 
had  the  whole  population  under  my  command,  and  ready  to  execute  any 
thing  I  might  order.  The  prize  gun-boats  I  have  ordered  to  blockade  the 
town  and  castle  of  Cattaro  by  sea,  and  the  armed  inhabitants  by  land, 
which  they  are  doing  in  the  strictest  manner. 

(Signed)  "  J.  Harpeu." 

**  To  Captain  TFtn.  Hoste,  H.  M.  S.  Bacchante." 

The  gun-boats  taken  on  this  occasion  had  each  a  long  24- 
pounder  mounted  in  the  bow :  two  of  them  also  carried 
a  12-pounder  carronade  in  the  stern :  their  joint  crews 
amounted  to  136  men,  of  whom  24  were  soldiers.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  abstract  of  the  prisoners  and  ordnance  stores 
taken  at  the  island  of  St.  George : — 

1  Captain-commandant,  1  captain  of  engineers,  2  lieutenants,  9  gunners, 
2  Serjeants,  4  corporals,  120  privates,  1  brass  24-pounder,  4  brass  18- 
pounders,  1  iron  18-pounder,  3  guns  of  smaller  calibre,  1  brass  6i-inch 
mortar,  a  furnace  for  heating  shot,  a  large  quantity  of  shot  and  shells, 
66  barrels  of  gunpowder,  8  cases  of  musket-balls,  3  ditto  of  hand  grenades, 
and  I  case  of  live  shells.  In  the  gun-boats  were  found  4  brass  24-pounder8, 
intended  to  be  mounted  on  the  fortifications  at  Cattaro. 

"  The  capture  of  Isle  St.  George  was  represented  by  Captain  Hoste  as 
a  point  of  the  utmost  importance  to  his  future  operations :  it  commands 
and  fronts  the  narrow  channel  to  the  branch  of  the  river  that  leads  up 
to  Cattaro  ;  and,  fortified  as  it  is,"  says  he,  "  it  would  have  been  with 
difficulty,  if  at  all,  the  ships  of  war  could  have  passed  it." 

On  the  16th  Oct.  1813,  Captain  Hoste  reported  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Freemantle  the  surrender  by  capitulation  of  Castel 
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Nuova  and  Fort  Espugnol,  mounting  6  brass  guns,  19  iron 
ditto,  and  7  swivels,  and  garrisoned  by  299  officers  and 
men.  He  also  informed  him,  that  General  Gauthier,  with 
about  600  men,  had  retired  into  Fort  St.  John,  a  very  strong 
place  about  15  miles  up  the  river,  and  the  only  one  in  the 
Boco  di  Cattaro,  then  possessed  by  the  enemy.  "  /  camtot 
mention  in  too  warm  terms,'*  he  added,  "  the  conduct  of  Cap' 
tain  Harper  ;  he  is  ever  ready,  and  most  indefatigable  :  the 
capture  of  Isle  St,  George  does  him,  the  queers,  and  men, 
the  greatest  credit,'* 

Captain  Harper  now  receivcJ  directions  to  blockade  Fort 
St.  John  ;  but  owing  to  a  foul  wind,  with  heavy  flaws  off  the 
land,  and  the  current  setting  constantly  against  him,  he  found 
it  quite  impossible  either  to  beat  or  warp  the  Saracen  up  the 
river.  A  hawser  was,  therefore,  made  fast  to  her  fore-mast- 
head, the  inhabitants  were  called  upon  to  man  it,  and,  to  the 
astonishment  of  every  body,  the  brig  was  thus  tracked  3 
miles  along  a  rugged  and  rocky  shore.  On  the  morning  of 
the  20th  she  anchored  near  Cattaro,  and  preparations  were 
immediately  made  for  erecting  a  battery  on  the  opposite 
heights  of  Theodore,  although  they  could  not  even  be  climbed 
without  difficulty,  and  that  only  in  a  zigzag  manner.  After 
closely  reconnoitring  the  city,  in  company  with  Captain  Har- 
per, the  senior  officer  took  his  departure  for  a  time,  leaving 
the  Saracen  to  trust  to  her  own  resources. 

Whilst  Captain  Harper  was  proceeding  to  besiege  Cattaro, 
his  tenders  were  employed  protecting  Mezzo,  watching  Ragusa, 
and  looking  out  for  a  favorable  opportunity  to  attack  Stagno, 
through  which  town  all  the  supplies  for  the  blockaded  garri- 
sons were  necessarily  forwarded.  On  the  23d  Oct.  his  first 
lieutenant  addressed  to  him  the  following  letter  : — 

"  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  I  proceeded  on  the 
19th  instant,  with  a  detachment  of  300  Croats,  against  Stagno.  We  arrived 
at  Broche  at  4  p.  m.,  and  succeeded  in  taking  tlie  advance  guard  of  30 
men.  I  then  marched  on  for  Stagno,  occupying  both  sides  of  the  canal, 
and  summoned  the  castle  to  surrender.  Tlie  enemy  refusing  all  commu- 
nication, I  closely  blockaded  the  town,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  of  mus- 
ketry :  they  also  opened  a  heavy  fire  from  11  pieces  of  cannon  and  1 
howitzer.  At  8  p.  m.,  I  proceeded  with  100  men  against  Little  Stagno, 
and  took  possession  of  it,  the  garrison,  60  in  number,  with  2  captains. 
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making  no  resistance.  On  the  20th,  I  took  possession  of  the  heights 
commanding  the  castle,  and,  l)y  tlie  great  exertions  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  got  a  4-pounder  mounteil  at  llie  back  of  the  town.  At  I  r.  ai. 
we  opened  a  well-directed  fire  from  it,  and  musketry  in  all  positions.  The 
enemy  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shells.  On  the  2 1st,  finding  we 
made  but  little  impression  on  tlie  castle,  and  not  being  provided  with  lad- 
ders for  scaling  the  two  high  walls  surrounding  the  town,  I  employed  Mr. 
Charles  Gamage,  with  a  party  of  men,  to  undermine  them,  and  at  day- 
break on  the  22nd,  he  had  succeeded  in  making  a  breach  in  the  outer  one, 
which  we  entered  with  100  men.  It  taking  time  to  make  a  breach  in  the 
inner  wall,  I  was  not  able  to  enter  the  town  till  3  p.  m.,  when  we  took 
possession  of  it  without  resistance,  the  troops  all  retiring  to  the  castle.  I 
immediately  pushed  for  it  with  all  the  force  I  could  collect,  not  exceeding 
100  men ;  and  the  enemy,  finding  us  determined  to  storm,  proposed  terms 
of  capitulation,  which,  with  some  little  alteration,  I  agreed  to,  as  nearly 
the  whole  of  my  ammunition  was  expended.  At  6  v.  m.  they  marched  out, 
and  I  took  possession.  The  castle  is  defended  by  a  moat,  and  has  three 
strong  gates :  its  garrison  consisted  of  1  captain,  2  lieutenants,  4  gunners, 
8  gens  d'armes,  and  40  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Mons.  Bellair.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  **  William  Holmes  •.'* 

When  General  Baron  Gauthicr  was  informed,  that  Captain 
Harper  intended  to  get  a  heavy  gun  up  Mount  Theodore, 
he  laughed  at  the  idea,  and  sent  an  officer  to  say,  he  be- 
lieved him  to  be  an  active  fellow,  but  he  would  give  him  six 
months  at  least  to  accomplish  his  object :  the  arduous  un- 
dertaking was  commenced  on  the  29th  Nov.,  and,  after  three 
weeks  of  great  exertion,  fatigue,  and  privation,  an  18-pounder 
was  safely  lodged  on  the  smnmit,  so  determined  were  the  Sa- 
racen's crew  to  shew  the  enemy  what  English  sailors  could 
perform.  During  the  whole  of  that  period  the  rain  fell  in 
torrents,  and  it  frequently  happened  that  the  gun  wiis  lower 
down  the  mountain  at  the  setting  of  the  sun  than  it  had  been 
at  its  rising,  sometimes  occasioned  by  the  rock  giving  way 
that  the  end  of  the  cable  used  as  a  jack-stay  was  fastened 
to,  and  at  others  by  the  breaking  of  the  purchase  falls,  block 
straps,  &c.  A  road  was  subsequently  made  for  nearly  a  mile, 
along  a  narrow  ridge  of  pinnacled  rocks,  by  breaking  their 
with  mauls  and  hammers ;  a  work  not  only  difficult,  but  ex- 


*  Lieutenant  Holmes  obtained  the  rank  of  commander,  Aug.  19,  1815 ; 
and  perished  in  the  Arab  sloop,  on  the  N.  W.  coast  of  Ireland,  Dec.  12, 1823. 
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tremely  dangerous,  as  one  false  step  would  have  precipitated 
the  person  making  it  into  eternity,  the  side  of  the  mountain 
being  perpendicular,  and  1000  yards  in  height.  On  the  23d 
Dec.  the  gun  was  mounted  with  three  cheers,  and,  as  Cap- 
tain Hoste  expresses  himself,  "  to  the  astonishment  of  friends 
and  foes.'* 

Meanwhile,  the  Bacchante  had  returned  to  the  Boco  di 
Cattaro,  and  her  officers  and  men  were  employed  in  getting 
other  pieces  of  ordnance  mounted.  At  day-light  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Christmas-day,  a  fire  was  opened  from  four  different 
points ;  and  on  the  1st  Jan.  1814,  two  additional  batteries  of 
18  and  32-pounders,  began  to  play  against  the  castle.  On 
the  3d,  every  thing  was  arranged  for  a  general  assault, 
and  C»pt.ai:a  Harper  had  already  taken  the  command  of  a 
Ktarimikig  pthty,  when  Baron  Gauthier  sent  out,  expressing 
Vi'*  ^v'lsl-  to  capitulate.  The  terms  granted  to  the  enemy  were, 
to  bvy  dov.  11  their  arms  on  the  marina,  to  be  conveyed  to  some 
port  Jn  Italy,  to  be  considered  prisoners  of  war,  and  not  to  serve 
a^r/inst.  Great  5lrkaiu  or  tier  aiiies  till  regularly  exchanged. 

Th.^,  capitulation  fur  tb/j  surrender  of  Fort  St.  John,  was 
signcf!!  Jan.  .5tli,  IBMj  on  <vhich  occasion  Captain  Hoste  mag- 
iiaKinior.sly  said  ^i  hvA  innefiJtigable  second,  **  Come,  Harper, 
yon  were  the  iU'st  to  conceivf^  tljc.  expedition ;  let  the  Saracen 
take  j>oss<t,sfion  of  Catlaio''  *.  In  his  official  letter  of  that 
date,  addressed  to  Reak-ildmiral  Freemantle,  he  says,  "we 
havj  received  jjo  asskstuncc:  but  from  a  few  Montenegrins. 
•  «  *  j'he  /x;ai  and  a^-tivity  of  Captain  Harper  are  well 
known  to  yoU;  rnd  I  a;5!rvare  you,  Sir,  in  no  instance  have  they 
been  more  conspicuous  than  on  the  present  occasion — He  is  a 
most  invaluable  oJiverJ' 

Captain  Harper  took  possession  of  Cattaro,  and  retained 
t  le  command  there  until  arrangements  were  made  for  attack- 
ing jtiagusa,  the  fall  of  which  place,  Jan.  28,  1814,  made  the 
allies  masters  of  every  strong  hold  in  Dalmatia,  Croatia, 
Istria,  and  the  Frioul,  with  all  the  islands  in  the  Adriatic, 
The  official  account  of  that  conquest  is  given  at  p.  480  et  seq. 
of  Vol.  II.  Part  I.    Rear-Admiral  Freemantle's  despatches 


w 


^Y!' 


il'f: 


*  United  Service  Journal,  No.  I.  p.  8. 


'.'Hi 


■m^ 


•;;!«,  :3/:: 


lif^ii 


.li 


344 


POST-CAPTAINS    OF    1814. 


•n." 


1 

■  (, 

^  i^^^B 

'  nR^ 

'  ilBHi^ 

i^infl^E 

, 

'1 

1 

!H[< 

iS^M|  jI 

''^^^^Kfffif 

state,  that  Cattaro  and  Ragusa,  together,  contained  2G8  guns, 
and  were  garrisoned  by  140()  officers  and  men.  Baron  Gauthier 
and  his  staff  were  conveyed  to  Ancona  by  the  Saracen. 

We  next  find  Captain  Harper  serving  under  the  orders  of 
Sir  John  Gore,  and  employed  in  the  blockade  of  Venice, 
until  its  surrender*.  On  the  14th  May,  1814,  he  entered 
that  harbour,  sailed  up  the  canal  nearly  12  miles,  and  an- 
chored in  the  middle  of  the  city,  near  St.  Mark's  palace, 
agreeably  to  an  invitation  from  the  Austrian  general.  Three 
days  afterwards  he  was  visited  on  board  the  Saracen  by 
Prince  Reuss,  who  said  he  iiud  come  "  to  wait  upon  the  re- 
presentative of  the  British  nation,"  and  expressed  himself 
highly  pleased  with  his  reception  and  treatment. 

All  active  service  in  the  Adriatic  being  now  at  an  end> 
Captain  Harper  received  directions  *o  proceed  to  North 
America ;  on  which  occasion,  not  liiiving  an  opportunity  of 
taking  personal  leave  of  his  old  friends  near  Ragusa,  he 
wrote  the  following  letter  to  the  Count  Natoli,  who  still  held 
the  government  of  Zupano  : — 

"  Dear  Count, — The  orders  of  my  government  call  me  from  this  country 
to  the  post  of  honor.  I  am  ffoinjj  to  America  as  fast  as  possible ;  I  must 
for  a  time  take  my  leave  of  you  and  your  brave  countrymen,  the  Ragusians, 
and  beg  you  to  assure  them,  I  have  constantly  done  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  promote  their  interest  and  welfare ;  and  still  hope,  as  a  leward 
for  their  attachment  to  the  Biitish  nation,  they  will  have  their  most 
sanguine  wisiies  and  expectations  realized.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  ^^ar- 
ticularizc  any  one,  when  all  have  shown  the  same  loyalty  and  patriotism  ; 
but  you,  my  dear  Count,  as  being  the  first  man  who  assisted  the  English, 
and  declared  against  the  common  enemy,  at  the  imminent  risk  of  your  life 
and  property,  I  shall  ncvei  forget,  aad  hope  I  shall  have  it  in  my  power  to 
convince  you  the  English  nation  is  as  grateful  as  it  is  powerful.  Adieu, 
wishing  you  every  happiness  this  world  affords, 

I  always  shall  be,  your  sincere  friend, 

(Signed)  "  John  IIarpeii." 

In  addition  to  the  services  already  enumerated,  Captain 
Harper  captured,  whilst  in  the  Adriatic,  numerous  small  vessels 
laden  with  arms,  annuuriition,  ordnance  stores,  clothing, 
provision.s,  &c.  Including  deserters,  and  the  garrisons  of 
Zupan  ,  Mezzo,  Isle  St.George,  and  Stngno,  he  deprived  the 
l-Mench  army  of  nearly  1,(X)0  regular  troops.    Previous  to  his 
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departure  from  that  station,  the  Emperor  of  Austria  sent  him 
the  order  of  Leopold,  accompanied  with  a  very  flattering 
letter,  stating  that  it  was  conferred  upon  him  for  his  highly 
distinguished  conduct  at  Cattaro  and  Ragusa.  His  promotion 
to  post  rank,  of  which  he  received  official  notice  on  the  Sara- 
cen's arrival  at  Gibraltar,  took  place  June  7,  1814. 

Captain  Harper  returned  home  from  America,  Oct.  26, 
1814 ;  obtained  the  command  of  the  Tyne  24,  on  the  12th  of 
the  following  month;  sailed  for  the  East  Indies,  with  de- 
spatches, ten  days  after  his  appointment  to  that  ship ;  and 
was  removed  to  the  Wellesley,  a  new  teak-built  74,  at  Bom- 
bay, June  19,  1815.  The  insignia  of  a  C.  B.  appears  to  have 
been  conferred  upon  him  about  Sept.  in  the  latter  year. 

The  Wellesley  was  loaded  with  the  frame  timber  of  an 
80-gun  ship  and  two  brigs,  and  had  already  reached  Ceylon, 
on  her  way  to  Europe,  when  intelligence  arrived  in  India, 
that  Napoleon  Buonaparte  had  left  Elba  and  usurped  the  go- 
vernment of  France.  Her  cargo  was,  thereupon,  landed  at 
Trincomalee,  and  her  armament  and  crew  were  completed ;  but 
she  had  not  long  been  converted  into  an  effective  line-of- 
battle  ship  before  Captain  Harper  was  unwarrantably  re- 
moved to  the  Doris  frigate,  and  charged  with  despatches  for 
England  *. 

Captain  Harper's  last  appointment  was,  Feb.  12,  1816,  to 
the  Wye  26,  in  which  ship  he  served  for  a  period  of  three 
years,  on  the  Halifax  station. 

This  officer  married,  in  Oct.  1805,  and  has  a  large  family. 
His  eldest  son,  John  Horatio  Harper,  was  educated  at  the 
Royal  Naval  College,  and,  we  believe,  perished  in  the  Arab. 
His  younger  brother  obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  R.N. 
at  an  early  age,  and  was  drowned  in  lu  Lutine  frigate,  Oct.  9, 
1799. 
^gents.-^Mc&ara.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 
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SAMUEL  BARTLETT  DEECKER,  Esq. 

Obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  May  24,  1805,  and  was 
badly  wounded  whilst  serving  as  first  of  the  Carnation  brig, 
Captain  Charles  Mars  Gregory,  in  a  most  disastrous  action 
with  la  Palineur,  a  French  vessel  of  inferior  force,  about  60 
leagues  N.E.  of  Martinique,  Oct.  3,  1808. 

**  At  the  end  of  an  hour  and  a  half's  cannonade,"  says  Mr. 
James,  "  la  Palineur,  being  greatly  disabled  in  her  rigging, 
fell  on  board  the  Carnation.  In  common  cases  this  would 
have  been  tlie  moment  for  the  British  vessel  to  terminate  the 
contest  in  her  favor  j  but  the  Carnation  was  not  so  fortunate : 
lH;r  gallant  commander  was  dead,  and  all  her  principal  officers 
and  several  of  her  crew  had  been  either  killed  or  badly 
wounded  j  so  that  the  boatswain,  William  Triplet,  was  now 
the  commanding  officer  on  d  ick.  Finding  that  the  British 
were  not,  as  usual,  ready  to  run  on  board  their  vessel,  the 
French  took  confidence,  and  became  themselves  the  assailants. 
The  boatswain  advanced  boldly  to  repulse  the  boarders ;  but, 
of  the  40  or  50  men  then  on  deck,  not  more  tlian  8  or  10 
came  to  his  support.  The  remainder,  headed  by  the  serjeant 
of  marines,  John  Chapman,  deserted  their  quarters  and  fled 
below.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  Carnation  became  a 
prize  to  la  Palineur,  and  that  too  by  boarding." 

The  Carnation  mounted  sixteen  32  pounder  carronades, 
and  two  long  sixes,  with  an  established  complement  of  120 
officers,  men,  and  boys.  Of  117  persons  on  board  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  she  had  10,  including  her  com- 
mander and  purser,  killed  ;  and  30,  among  whom  were  both 
lieutenants  and  the  master,  wounded — 15  or  16  of  them  mor- 
tally. La  Palineur  had  only  fourteen  24-pounder  carronades, 
2  long  guns  *,  and  about  l(K)  men  ;  her  loss  has  never  been 
ascertained.  The  French  captain  died,  of  yellow  fever,  in 
less  than  an  hour  after  his  victory. 

The  master  of  theCarnati(m  died  on  board  the  Neptune 98, 
Nov.  6,  1808.    The  surviving  officers  were  tried  by  a  court- 
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martial,  in  Fort  Royal  bay,  Martinique,  Feb.  28,  1809,  when 
the  whole  of  them,  and  a  few  of  her  crew,  obtained  an  honor- 
able acquittal.  In  justice  to  the  memory  of  the  departed  of- 
ficers, the  following  declaration  was  made  by  the  court : — 

"That  the  conduct  of  Captain  Gregory,  from  the  commenccTnent  of  the 
action  to  the  period  of  his  being  killed,  was  most  exemplary ;  and,  that 
Mr.  Anthony  Metherell  (master),  Mr.  Morgan  Thomas  (purser),  Mr. 
Thomas  Griffiths  (carpenter),  and  all  those  of  her  crew  who  were  killed 
during  the  battle,  did  perform  their  respective  duties  as  became  them." 

Of  the  remainder  of  the  brig's  company  then  present  to  take 
their  trial,  32  seamen  and  marines  were  found  guilty  of  gross 
cowardice,  and  Sentenced  to  14  years'  transportation,  except 
the  Serjeant  of  marines,  who  was  condemned  to  death,  and, 
on  the  following  day,  executed. 

We  next  find  Lieutenant  Deecker  serving  as  first  of  La 
Junon  frigate.  Captain  John  Shortland,  in  which  ship  he  was 
also  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  Dec.  13,  18(^*.  His  con- 
duct on  that  occasion  was  very  highly  eulogised  by  tlie  court- 
martial,  afterwards  assembled  at  Guadaloupe  to  inquire  into 
the  circumstances  attending  her  capture  j  and,  in  order  to 
mark  the  high  sense  they  entertained  of  his  bravery,  per- 
severance, and  skill,  his  judges  most  strongly  recommended 
him  for  promotion;  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  de- 
servedly advanced  to  the  rank  of  commander,  by  Lord  Mul- 
grave,  April  17,  1810.    On  the  lOtii  Mar.  1811,  a  pension 
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*  La  Junon  was  captured  after  a  long  and  very  gallant  defence,  to  the 
N.  E.  of  Guadaloupe,  by  a  French  squadron,  under  M(tns.  Il(»<iuelicrt,  con- 
sisting of  the  40-gun  frigates  Renommde,  ('lorindc,  Loire,  and  Seine,  the 
two  former  fully  armed  and  manned,  the  iMcr  tirmi^r  rn  JliUc,  mounling 
20  guns  each,  and  having  on  board  40U  troops  in  addition  to  the ir  crews. 
The  lUitish  ship  had  only  224  officers,  men,  and  boys,  of  whom  44  were 
Portuguese  and  Spaniards. 

In  tliis  action,  as  glorious  to  the  British  name  as  the  Carnation's  was  dis- 
graceful, la  Junon  had  (iO  otlicers  and  men  killed  and  wounded ;  and  her 
hull  was  80  dreadfully  shattered,  that  the  enemy  were  compelled  to  burn 
her  the  morning  after  she  became  their  prize. 

Among  the  mortally  wounded  was  the  heroic  (^nptuin  Shortland,  of 
whose  services  u  memoir  will.be  found  in  the  A'uv.  Chron.  vol.  24, 
pp.  1—21. 


m 


r 

it'll 

Km, 


<a      -if 


348 


POST-CAPTAINS  OF  1814. 


was  granted  to  him  for  his  wounds^  the  present  amount  of 
which  is  250/.  per  annum. 

Captain  Deecker  subsequently  commanded  the  Vestal  28, 
armie  enjlute,  in  which  ship  he  was  serving  when  posted, 
June  7»  1814.  He  married,  in  1818,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
J.  Davies,  of  Weymouth,  Esq. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son, 
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WESTON  PHIPPS,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant,  Aug.  4,   1806;  commander,  April 
30,  1810;  and  post -captain,  June  7j  1814. 


AUGUSTUS  VERE  DRURY,  Esq. 

Obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  Sept.  23,  1799.  We 
first  find  him  commanding  the  Sylvia  cutter,  mounting  ten 
18-pounder  carronades,  with  a  complement  of  50  officers, 
men,  and  boys ;  in  which  vessel  he  sailed  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  and  East  Indies,  April  8,  1809. 

On  the  6th  April,  1810,  being  then  in  the  Straits  of  Sundu, 
Lieutenant  Drury  drove  on  shore  and  destroyed  a  piratical 
proa,  of  one  gun  and  30  men.  The  next  day,  one  of  his 
boats,  manned  with  volunteers,  captured  another  of  these 
marauders,  armed  witli  two  6-pounders,  and  having  on  board 
30  M  alays,  of  whom  several  were  killed  and  wounded.  On 
the  11th  of  the  same  month,  the  Sylvia  sunk  a  lugger,  uf 
three  Id-poundcrs  and  ^2  men,  near  tiie  Isle  of  Cracatoa. 
The  subsequent  capture  of  a  Dutch  armed  brig  and  two 
transports  is  thus  officially  described  by  Lieutenant  Drury : 

"  On  the  26th  instant  (April),  at  break  of  day,  three  armed  brigs  with 
two  lu^-sail  vcdseld  were  discerned  under  sail  in  the  vicinity  of  Edam 
island,  hastening  towards  Batavia.  Measures  were  instantly  taken  to  in- 
tercept the  !>tcrnmost  vessels,  by  bringing  to  close  action  the  Dutch 
national  brig  Echo,  of  eight  6.pounder8  and  4G  men,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Christian  Thaarup,  who  surrendered  to  his  Majesty's  cutter 
after  a  sharp  contest  of  20  minutes,  having  3  killed  and  7  wounded  { 
ourselves  suataiuiog  a  Iuhs  of  4  men  sluxu  and  3  wounded. 
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"  The  instant  that  a  separation  between  the  Sylvia  and  her  prize  could 
be  effected,  pursuit  was  given  to  the  headmost  brigs,  which,  aided  by  a 
favourable  breeze,  and  intervening  shoals,  effected  their  escape  to  the  bat- 
teries of  Onrust,  leaving  H.  M.  cutter  to  take  possession  of  two  tran- 
sports, mounting  two  9-pounders,  and  manned  by  60  men  each;  out 
twelve  days  from  Sourabaya,  laden  with  artillery,  equipage,  and  valuable 
European  goods. 

"  Sub-lieutenant  Chesnaye's  conduct  in  this  affair,  and  throughout  the 
whole  cruise,  has  been  highly  meritorious,  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend him  as  a  brave  young  officer. 

"  The  inferior  officers  and  seamen  evinced  the  greatest  desire  of  bringing 
the  whole  of  the  enemy's  force  to  action,  although  much  weakened  by  a 
deficiency  of  12  men,  rendered  incapable  by  wounds  received  on  a  recent 
occasion  with  some  desperate  pirates*." 

This  officer's  commission  as  commander  bears  date  May  2, 
1810.  He  was  appointed  to  the  Dover  troop-ship,  June  17, 
1812  J  and  advanced  to  post  rank,  June  7>  1814. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


;'•  'i 


THOMAS  BARCLAY,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant,  Sept.  15,  1805 ;  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  commander.  May  5,  1810;  and  appointed  to  the 
Success  troop-ahip,  Aug.  18,  1812.  His  post  commission 
pprs  date  June  7,  1814. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Chard. 


''(k)i- 


GEORGE  WICKENS  WILLES,  Esq. 

Knight  of  the  Royal  Neapolitan  Order  of  St.  Ferdinand  and  Merit. 

This  officer  was  a  lieutenant  of  the  Active  frigate,  Captain 
Richard  Husscy  Moubray,  at  the  destruction  of  a  Turkish 
squadron,  anchored  within  the  Dardanelles,  Feb.  19,  1807t' 
We  Bubsequently  find  hiai  serving  as  first  of  the  Spartan, 


•  The  Sylvia  had  also  one  man  mortally  wounded  in  action  with  the 
Malay  lugger  proa. 

t  See  Vol. !.  Part  II.  note  %  at  p.  808. 
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Captain  Jahleel  Brenton,  in  which  ship  he  continued,  on  the 
Mediterranean  station,  until  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
commander. 

In  April,  1809,  Lieutenant  Willes  performed  a  service  of 
some  importance  in  the  Adriatic,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  fol- 
lowing official  statement  :— 

"  Spartan,  Trieste,  j4pril  27,  1809. 

"  Being,  witli  the  Ampluon  and  Mercury,  off  the  town  of  Pesaro,  on 
the  23d  instant,  I  observed  a  number  of  vessels  lying  in  the  mole,  and 
thought  it  practicable  to  take  possession  of  them  ;  for  which  purpose  the 
ships  were  anchored  with  springs  upon  their  cables,  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  town,  and  the  boats  formed  into  two  divisions  ;  the  first  consisting  of 
launches  with  carronades,  and  other  boats  carrying  field-pieces,  under  the 
orders  of  Lieutenant  Phillott,  first  of  the  Amphion,  took  a  station  to  the 
northward  of  the  town ;  and  the  second  division,  consisting  of  rocket-boats, 
under  Lieutenant  Baumgardt,  of  the  Spartan,  to  the  southward ;  both 
divisions  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Willes,  first  of  the  Spartan.  As  soon 
as  these  arrangements  were  made,  I  sent  a  flag  of  truce  on  shore,  to  de- 
mand the  surrender  of  all  the  vessels,  adding,  that  should  any  resistance  be 
made,  the  governor  must  be  answerable  for  the  consequences.  I  gave  him 
half  an  hour  to  deliberate. 

"  At  half-past  11,  A.  m.  the  officer  returned  with  a  message  from  the 
commandant,  stating,  that  in  half  an  hour  I  should  receive  his  answer. 

"  I  waited  35  minutes  from  the  time  the  boat  came  alongside,  when, 
observing  no  flag  of  truce  flying  on  shore,  but  that  troops  were  assembling 
in  considerable  numbers  in  the  streets,  and  on  the  quays,  and  that  the  in- 
habitants were  busily  employed  in  dismantling  the  vessels,  I  hauled  down 
the  flag  of  truce,  fired  one  shot  over  the  town  to  give  warning  to  the  wo- 
men and  children,  and  shortly  after  made  a  signal  to  commence  firing, 
which  was  instantly  obeyed  by  the  ships  and  boats.  At  32  minutes  after 
12,  observing  several  flags  of  truce  hung  out  in  the  town,  I  made  the 
signal  to  cease  firing,  and  Lieutenant  Willes  pulled  into  the  harbour,  where 
he  was  informed,  that  the  commandant  had  made  hia  escape,  with  all 
the  military. 

"  I  considered  the  place  as  surrendered  at  discretion,  and  gave  orders 
for  all  the  boats  to  be  employed  in  bringing  out  the  vessels,  and  the 
marines  to  be  landed  to  protect  them.  Lieutenant  Willes  made  the  most 
judicious  arrangements  to  put  these  orders  into  execution :  the  marines 
were  drawn  up  on  the  marina,  under  Lieutenant  Moore,  R.  M.  of  the 
Amphion;  the  launches  stationed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enfilade  the 
principal  streets,  and  the  other  boats'  crews  employed  in  rigging  the 
vessels,  and  laying  out  warps  to  haul  them  off  with,  as  soon  as  the  tide 
should  flow. 

"  About  2  p.  M.  I  received  a  letter  from  the  commandant,  dated  half- 
past  one,  demanding  another  hour  for  deliberation ;  I  rcfusi  «l  him  a  mo- 
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ment,  and  told  him,  in  case  of  resistance,  I  should  destroy  the  town.  Dy 
half-past  six,  13  vessels  deeply  laden*  were  brought  off;  several  othcrd 
had  been  scuttled  by  the  inhabitants,  and  sunk ;  some  were  still  aground 
and  dismantled ;  thern  were  besides  a  few  in  ballast,  and  a  number  of 
fishing  boats.  I  should  have  burnt  the  merchant  vessels,  but  was  appre- 
hensive of  setting  iire  to  the  town,  and  destroying  the  fishing-boats;  I 
therefore  directed  Lieutenant  Willes  to  blow  up  the  castle  at  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour,  and  bring  off  his  people,  which  he  did  at  7  o'clock. 

"  I  am  happy  to  say  we  did  not  hear  of  any  lives  being  lost  in  the  town, 
although  many  of  the  houses  were  much  damaged ;  one  man  only  was 
killed  by  the  explosion  of  the  castle ;  after  the  match  had  been  li^jfhted, 
and  our  people  retreated,  he  approached  it ;  a  musket  was  fired  to  drive 
him  away,  but  he  sought  refuge  behind  the  walls,  and  was  buried  in  the 
ruins." 

*'  As  the  enemy  made  no  active  resistance,  I  can  only  express  my  ad- 
miration of  ths  zeal  and  promptitude  with  which  Captain  Hoste  and  the 
Hon.  Henry  Duncan  executed  the  orders  they  received,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  placed  their  ships.  Lieutenant  Willes  upon  this,  as  upon  every 
other  occasion,  displayed  the  greatest  energy,  skill,  and  judgment;  the 
arrangements  he  made  for  the  defence  of  his  party,  whilst  in  the  harbour, 
and  the  expedition  he  used  in  sending  out  the  prizes,  do  him  the  highest 
credit.  The  conduct  of  Lieutenants  Phillott  and  Baumgardt,  in  the  com- 
mand of  their  respective  divisions,  and  Lieutenant  Moore,  in  that  of  the 
marines,  was  also  exemplaiy. 

(Signed)  *'  J,  Brenton." 

On  the  2d  May,  1809,  the  Spartan  and  Mercury  chased 
two  vessels  into  the  port  of  Cesenatico,  the  entrance  of  which 
is  very  narrow,  and  was  defended  by  a  battery  of  2  long  24- 
pounders,  and  a  castle.  Observing  that  several  other  vessels 
were  lying  there.  Captain  Brenton  determined  to  attack  them ; 
the  result  is  thus  stated  by  him,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Colling- 
wood,  dated  off  Rovigno  :— 

*'  This  coast  is  so  shoal,  that  we  had  only  4  fathoms  considerably  out  of 
gun-shot  of  the  town ;  I  was  therefore  under  the  necessity  of  sending  the 
boats  a-head,  and  on  each  bow,  to  lead  us  in,  with  directions  to  make  a  signal 
when  in  3  fathtms.  We  were  by  this  means  enabled  to  anchor,  at  noon, 
in  a-quarter-three,  within  range  of  grape  of  the  battery,  and  very  soon 
silenced  it,  when  the  boats,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Willes, 
pushed  in,  and  took  possession  of  it,  turning  the  guns  upon  the  castle  and 
town,  which  were  soon  after  deserted.  We  captured  in  the  port  12  vessels, 
some  ladcu  with  corn  for  Venice,  and  the  others  in  ballast.    We  filled  the 
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latter  with  hemp  and  iron,  out  of  the  magazines  for  those  articles  that  were 
on  the  quay,  and  in  wliich  the  sails  and  rudders  of  some  of  the  vessels  were 
concealed.  Another  large  vessel  laden  with  iron,  which  lay  scuttled  at  the 
entrance  of  the  harhour,  we  burnt,  and  after  blowing  up  the  castle  and 
tnagazine,  destroying  the  battery,  and  spiking  the  guns,  the  boats  came  off, 
I  am  happy  to  say,  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  or  any  person  being  wounded, 
although  much  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  battery,  as  well  as  musketry ;  nor 
was  any  damage  done  to  the  ships. 

"  The  Mercur}',  from  Captain  Duncan's  anxiety  to  place  her  as  near  the 
town  as  possible,  took  the  ground,  but  in  so  favorable  a  position  as  gave 
the  fullest  effect  to  her  fire.  She  was  hove  off  by  6  p.  m.  without  having 
sustained  any  injury.  I  never  witnessed  more  zeal  and  energy  than  was 
evinced  by  Captain  Duncan  upon  this  occasion. 

"  Lieutenant  Willes  displayed  great  gallantry  in  taking  possession  of  the 
battery,  the  moment  the  ships  had  ceased  firing ;  his  exertions  in  bringing 
out  the  vessels  were  very  great.  Much  credit  is  also  due  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  both  ships  for  their  activity.'* 

Eight  days  subsequent  to  this  affair,  the  Spartan,  in  concert 
with  some  Austrian  troops,  compelled  the  French  garrison  of 
Lusin,  an  island  on  the  coast  of  Croatia,  to  surrender  at  dis- 
cretion. The  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Willes  on  this  occasion 
was  likewise  particularly  noticed  by  Captain  Brenton. 

In  Oct.  following,  Lieutenant  Willes  assisted  at  the  reduc- 
tion of  Zante,  Cephalonia,  and  Cerigo ;  the  latter  island  de- 
fended by  three  forts,  one  of  which  (St.  Joaquim),  mounting 
2  long  nines  and  2  Venetian  8-pounders,  "  was  completely 
silenced  by  the  gallant  manner  in  which  he  attacked  it  in  a 
prize-schooner  under  his  orders,  with  a  party  of  the  35th 
regiment  on  board." 

The  Spartan's  glorious  conflict  with  an  enemy's  squadron 
in  the  bay  of  Naples,  May  3,  1810,  has  been  recorded  at  p. 
2G8,  et  seq.  of  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  The  following  is  an  extract  of 
the  official  letter  written  by  her  captain  on  that  occasion. 

"  I  was  myself  wounded  about  the  middle  of  the  action,  which  lasted 
two  hours ;  but  my  place  was  most  ably  supplied  by  Mr.  Willes,  first 
lieutenant,  whose  merit  becomes  more  brilliant  by  every  opportunity  he  has 
of  shewing  it ;  he  is  without  exception  one  of  the  best  and  most  gallant 
officers  I  ever  met  with." 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  made  commander  June  2, 
1810,  and  soon  afterwards  appointed  to  the  Leveret  brig,  on 
the  North  Sea  station,  where  he  captured  the  following  pri- 
vateers :— 
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A  DanUh  cutter,  of  6  guns  and  20  men,  taken  by  boats,  June  28, 1811 ; 
leProspere,  French  lugger,  of  3  guns  and  39  men,  Sept.  22,  1811  ;  le 
Dunkerquois,  cutter,  of  14  guns  and  36  men,  Nov.  10, 1811;  and  le  Brave, 
lugger,  of  4  guns  and  22  men,  Aug.  4,  1812. 

On  the  26th  June,  in  the  latter  year,  Captain  Willes  ob- 
tained permission  to  accept  and  wear  the  insignia  of  a  Knight 
of  the  third  class  of  the  above  Neapolitan  Order,  which  the 
King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  had  been  pleased  to  confer  upon  him, 
for  his  "  great  courage  and  intrepidity,"  as  first  lieutenant  of 
the  Spartan.  He  was  removed  from  the  Leveret  to  the  Bac- 
chus brig,  Dec.  6, 1813 ;  advanced  to  post  rank,  June  7, 1814 ; 
and  appointed  to  the  Cherub  26,  fitting  for  the  coast  of  Africa, 
Oct.  3,  I8I7.  His  subsequent  appointments  were,  Dec.  15, 
1818,  to  the  Cherub,  26 ;  and,  Jan.  17,  1823,  to  the  Brazen 
of  similar  force ;  in  which  latter  ship  we  find  him  successively 
employed  on  the  South  American  and  African  stations.  He 
returned  to  Portsmouth  from  Sierra  Leone,  Dec.  4,  1826. 

Captain  Willes  married  Anne  Ellen,  second  daughter  of 
Sir  Edmund  Lacon,  Bart.  His  brother.  Lieutenant  Cornelius 
Willes,  R.  N.  died  at  Gosport,  Hants,  July  10,  1810,  aged 
22  years. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


HAYES  O'GRADY,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant.  Mar.  21,  1807;  promoted  to  the 
command  of  the  Sappho  brig,  June  15,  1810;  and  advanced 
to  post  rank,  while  serving  in  that  vessel,  on  the  Jamaica 
station,  June  7)  1814. 
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GEORGE  WILLIAM  HENRY  KNIGHT,  Esq. 

Is  the  eldest  son  of  Admiral  Sir  John  Knight,  K.  C.  B.  by 
his  first  wife,  who  died  in  Nov.  1798  *. 
Thb  officer  entered  the  navy  at  an  early  age,  and  served  for 


•  Sir  John  Knight  married,  secondly,  in  1799,  a  widow  lady,  the  daughter 
of  Colonel  Peter  Fry  (mis-spelt  Foy  in  our  first  volume),  by  whom  he  hai 
no  issue. 
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some  time  under  the  command  of  his  father,  with  whom  he 
sailed  for  the  Mediterranean,  May  22,  17^3,  as  midsiiipman 
on  board  Lord  Hood's  flag-ship,  the  Victory  of  100  guiis.  He 
was  consecquntly  present  at  the  occupation  and  evacuation  of 
Toulon  ;  likewise  at  the  reduction  of  St.  Fiorenzo,  Bastia,  and 
Calvi,  in  1794*. 

On  the  13th  July,  1795,  Mr.  Knight  witnessed  the  capture 
and  destruction  of  I'Alcide  French  74  f.  In  Dec.  following,  he 
was  removed  to  the  Princess  Royal  98,  bearing  the  flag  of 
Vice-Admiral  Robert  Linzce,  which  ship  returned  home  in 
Sept.  1796.  He  then  joined  the  Montagu  74,  commanded 
by  his  father,  on  the  North  Sea  station. 

The  Montagu  formed  part  of  Admiral  Duncan's  fleet  at  the 
battle  of  Camperdown,  on  which  memorable  occasion  Mr. 
Knight  appears  to  have  received  a  severe  contusion.  She 
was  subsequently  employed  off  Cadiz,  under  Lords  St.  Vincent 
and  Keith. 

On  the  5th  Mar.  1 799,  Mr.  Knight  was  appointed  a  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Montagu;  and  we  soon  afterwards  find  him  con- 
ducting a  prize  to  Gibraltar,  where  he  volunteered  his  services 
in  a  gun-boat,  sent  with  three  others  to  repel  an  attack  made 
by  17  of  the  Algeziras  flotilla  upon  a  valuable  fleet  of  mer- 
chantmen. After  a  severe  action  of  nearly  two  hours,  his 
boat  was  carried  by  boarding,  and  one  of  her  companions 
sunk  ;  but  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  all  the  convoy,  ex- 
cept 3  sail,  escape.  When  exchanged,  he  was  tried  by  a 
court-martial,  honorably  acquitted,  and  highly  complimented 
on  his  gallantry  and  perseverance  in  maintaining  so  unequal 
a  conflict. 

The  Montagu  subsequently  followed  the  enemies*  com- 
bined fleets  up  the  Mediterranean,  and  from  thence  to  Brest, 
off  which  port  Captain  Knight  remained  for  some  time  in 
command  of  the  inshore  squadron. 

On  the  12th  April,  1800,  the  Montagu  brought  7  French 
frigates  to  action  in  Bertheaumc  bay ;  but  from  tiieir  being 


•  See  Vol.  I.  pp.  46,  (JO,  -'Jl,  &r.  &o. 
t  Sec  'W.  pp.  IW  and  251. 
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protected  by  numerous  batteries,  was  unable  to  capture  either. 
**  A.  very  meritorious  piece  of  service  performed  by  the  boats 
of  that  ship,  and  of  the  Magnificent  74,"  is  thus  detailed  by 
Captain  Knight,  in  a  letter  to  Earl  St.  Vincent : — 

"Montagu,  Oct.  13,  1800. 

"  On  returning  westward  yesterday,  before  I'Orient,  I  saw,  at  noon,  a 
small  convoy  of  brigs,  sloops,  &c.  taking  refuge  in  Port  Danenne,  which  I 
approaciied,  and  prepared  the  armed  boats  of  the  two  ships  to  attack. 
While  placing  the  Montagu  to  cover  them,  1  despatched  her  boats,  under 
the  direction  of  Lieutenants  Bissell  and  Knight,  who  were  followed  and 
ably  supported  by  those  of  the  Magnificent,  in  which  were  Lieutenants 
Dunlop  and  Griffiths :  notwithstanding  the  fire  kept  up  from  two  armed 
vessels,  and  a  battery  firing  round  and  grape,  under  which  the  convoy  lay, 
touching  the  ground,  they  boarded,  took  possession  of,  and  brought  out 
eleven  vessels,  after  burning  one ;  another  had  been  sunk  by  the  enemy's 
shot ;  leaving  only  one,  whose  situation  in  the  creek  would  not  admit  of 
getting  her  out. 

"This  service,  completely  and  expeditiously  performed,  with  the  loss  of 
only  one  seaman  killed  and  three  wounded,  has  won  my  approbation,  and, 
I  trust,  will  merit  your  lordship's.  On  this  duty  Lieutenants  Alexander, 
Montgomerie,  Mitchell,  and  Jordan,  of  the  marines,  were  employed,  as 
was  Lieutenant  Samarin,  of  the  Russian  navy,  who  volunteered  his  services.'* 

A  few  days  after  this  affair,  the  Montagu  received  two  shot 
in  her  hull  while  covering  some  boats  sent  by  Captain  Knight 
to  bring  out  a  large  brig  from  under  the  walls  of  Port  Louis. 
On  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  a  brig  and  two  sloops  were 
boarded  and  captured  "  with  great  intrepidity  and  alacrity," 
close  to  the  batteries  at  the  entrance  of  the  Loire  ;  on  which 
occasion  5  of  her  crew  were  killed  and  wounded.  On  the 
28th  her  boats  destroyed  three  other  vessels  lying  within 
Isle  Noirmoutier. 

Early  in  1801,  the  Montagu,  then  commanded,  j)ro  tempore, 
by  Captain  Robert  Cuthbert,  was  detached  from  the  Channel 
fleet,  with  other  ships  under  Sir  Robert  Calder,  in  quest  of  a 
French  squadron  ;  but  being  dismasted  off  Cape  Ortegal,  she 
was  obliged  to  put  into  the  Tagus.  After  being  refitted 
there,  we  find  her  proceeding  to  Martinique,  from  whence 
she  soon  returned  home  in  company  with  a  convoy. 

Lieutenant  Knight's  next  appointment  was,  about  July 
1801,  to  be  first  of  the  Surprise  frigate,  on  the  North  Sea 
station,  where  he  continued  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 
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From  this  period  we  lose  sight  of  Lieutenant  Knight  until 
April,  1 805,  when  he  was  appointed  to  theGuerriere74,  arm4e 
enjlntej  bearing  his  father's  flag  at  Gibraltar.  In  the  follow- 
ing month,  he  received  an  order  to  act  as  commander  of  the 
Childers  brig,  and  was  despatched  on  a  particular  mission  to 
the  Russian  Admiral  at  Corfu.  His  subsequent  appointments 
were,  Feb.  1806,  to  the  Sea  Fencible  service  in  Ireland; 
April  1810,  to  be  flag-lieutenant  to  the  Prince  of  Bouillon, 
at  Jersey  ;  and  in  Sept.  same  year,  to  be  first  of  the  Dragon 
74.     He  obtained  the  rank  of  Commander,  Oct.  21,  1810. 

On  the  21st  Mar.  1812,  Captain  Knight  was  nominated  to 
the  command  of  the  Romulus  36,  armee  en  JiiitCy  which  ship 
appears  to  have  been  successively  employed  in  conveying 
troops  to  Lisbon,  Catalonia,  and  North  America.  In  July, 
1813,  she  assisted  at  the  capture  of  Portsmouth  and  Ocracoke 
islands,  on  which  occasion  a  beautiful  brig  mounting  18  long 
9-pounders,  and  a  schooner  of  10  guns,  were  taken  by  the 
boats  of  the  squadron  under  Rear-Admiral  Cockburn  *. 

The  Romulus  being  put  out  of  commission  at  Bermuda 
about  Dec.  1813,  Captain  Knight  was  then  appointed  by  Sir 
John  B.  Warren  to  command  the  Surprize  38,  in  which 
frigate  he  visited  the  Azores,  the  coast  of  Africa,  the  Cape 
Verd  Isles,  and  the  West  Indies ;  and  assisted  at  the  capture 
of  the  Yankee  Lass,  American  privateer  schooner,  of  9  guns 
and  80  men.  May  1,  1814.  His  post  commission  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Admiralty,  on  the  Jth  of  the  following  month. 

In  July  1815,  Captain  Knight,  then  commanding  the  Fal- 
mouth 20,  accompanied  the  Pactolus  and  Hebrus  frigates  in 
an  expedition  up  the  Gironde,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
the  French  royalists  with  arm»?,  &c.  and  opening  a  communi- 
cation with  Bourdeaux  f.  After  conveying  the  senior  officer's 
despatches  to  England,  he  returned  to  that  river,  and  re- 
mained there  for  some  time  in  attendance  upon  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  Angouleme. 

Captain  Knight  resigned  the  command  of  the  Falmouth  in 
Sept.  I8I5 ;  received  an  appointment  from  the  Lords  Com- 


•  See  Captain  Sir  Geouge  Auousttjs  WicsTPHAii. 
t    S««  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  pp.  950-952,  and  Stippl.  Part  I.  p.  217,  et  iteq. 
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mlssioiiers  of  tlie  Treasury  to  the  Preventive  Water  Guard 
on  the  Sussex  coast,  in  Dec.  1817 »  and  was  placed  as  In- 
spector-General of  the  Coast  Guard  in  North  Britain,  in  1821. 

This  officer  nmrried,  in  Aug,  1804,  the  daughter  of  John 
Thomson,  of  Green  Hill,  co.  Waterford,  Ireland,  Esq.  by 
whom  he  has  had  issue  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  One  of 
his  brothers,  Samuel,  was  first  lieutenant  of  tlie  Martin  sloop 
when  that  vessel  foundered,  with  all  her  crew,  in  1805 ;  ano- 
ther, Hood,  obtained  the  rank  of  commander  June  15,  1814, 
and  died  in  1823. 

Agent, — J.  Copland,  Esq. 


'^1  . 


THOMAS  DICK,  Esq. 

Obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  Mar.  1799  »  and  com- 
manded the  boats  of  the  Melpomene  frigate,  Captain  Sir 
Charles  Hamilton,  Bart,  at  the  capture  and  destruction  of  a 
French  national  brig  in  Senegal  river,  Jan.  3,  1801  *.  Hi^ 
commission  as  commander  bears  date  Oct.  21,  1810. 

On  the  5th  June,  181 1,  Captain  Dick  was  appointed  to  the 
Thisbe  28,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  Charles  Hamilton,  under 
whom  he  served  in  the  river  Thames  until  posted,  June  7j 
1814. 

This  officer  married,  June  20,   1820,  Miss    Katharine 
Martyr,  of  Greenwich. 

jigents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 


y  '■ 


WILLIAM  ISAAC  SCOTT,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant  in  Mar.  1799,  and  commander  Oct. 
21,  1810  ;  appointed  to  the  Freija  troop-ship.  Mar.  21, 1812j 
and  promoted  to  post  rank,  June  7^  1814. 


/  V  .'■^- 
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MAURICE  FREDERICK  FITZHARDINGE 
BERKELEY,  Esq. 

Second  sou  of  Frederick  Augustus,  fifth  Earl  of  Ijcrkeley, 
(who  died  Aug.  8,  1810),  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Mr.  WiHiain 
Cole,  of  Wootton,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester  *. 

This  officer  was  born  early  in  1788.  We  first  find  him 
eervins^  as  nudshipman  on  board  the  Blanche  fricjate,  Captain 
Zachary  Mudgc,  by  whom  he  is  represented  to  have  *'  behaved 
nobly  "  in  that  ship's  launch,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  John 
Smith,  master's-mate,  at  the  capture  of  a  French  schooner, 
mounting  one  long  9-pounder,  with  a  complement  of  30  men, 
on  the  Jamaica  station,  Nov.  4,  1803.  His  first  commission 
bears  date  July  9,  1808. 

Lieutenant  Berkeley  commanded  the  armed  boats  sent  up 
the  Tagus,  to  co-operate  with  the  troops  occupying  the  lines 
of  Torres- Vedras,  and  Lord  Hill's  division  at  Alhundra,  in  the 
autumn  of  1810.  On  the  13th  Oct.  he  made  a  successful 
descent  on  the  town  of  Villa  Franca,  from  which  the  enemy 
fled  with  precipitatioti,  and  the  loss  of  their  commander,  Ge- 
neral Luci'oix,  who  was  cut  down  by  the  British  seamen,  and 
afterwards  buried  by  them,  with  military  honors,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  contending  armies.  The  loss  sustained  bv  the 
naval  detachment  in  the  performance  of  this  gallant  exploit, 
was  only  eight  men  killed  and  wounded. 


*  The  r.iarriage  of  tlic  late  Earl  of  Uerkolcy  lias  been  l]u'  sulijoct  of  two 
solemn  investigations  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords;  the  Ivarl  liiniijcif, 
both  during  his  lifetime,  and  in  his  last  will,  asserted  that  he  \vn8  married 
in  Berkeley  chureh,  Mar.  .'i<',  irHtO;  Itut  that  this  n»arriage  havinjf  been 
intentionally  kept  for  u  length  of  time  sceret,  the  witncssei  hemg  dead, 
und  all  registry  or  other  truce  of  it,  us  he  heiioved,  destroyed,  he  \\w  a 
second  time  married  to  the  same  lady,  at  Lambeth,  May  1(!,  i7!H).  Unfor- 
tunately, the  precautions  taken  to  conceal  the  marriage  of  I'^-'j  (if  it  ever 
took  place),  threw  bo  much  of  mystery  around  the  tratkaction,  that  even  the 
positive  testimony  of  lioth  parties  was  insuflic'ent  to  ( onvince  their  lord- 
ships, who  decided,  July  I,  IHI I ,  that  Wiilinm  ritzlianlingc  Horkeley,  lisii. 
who  claimed  as  eldest  son  and  heir  of  his  father,  under  the  marriage  of 
l785,  hud  not  made  out  his  cl»'.ii. 


t 
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The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  was  made  commander  Dec. 
\9,  1810;  advanced  to  post  rank,  June  7>  15^14,;  elected  a 
member  of  the  corporation  of  Gloucester,  July  28,  1820  ;  and 
appointed  to  tiie  Semiramis  42,  flag-ship  of  the  Hon.  Sir 
Charles  Paget,  commander-in-chief  on  the  Irish  station,  May 
27,  1828. 

Captain  Berkeley  married,  Dec.  4,  1823,  Lady  Charlotte 
Lennox,  sister  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 


*.^} 
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liEllTIE  CORNELIUS  CATOK,  Esq. 

//  Miisr'istrdti'fitr  the  count  tf  of  Kent. 

roi-RTii  soiiof  Joseph  Cator,  Esq.  an  affluent  mercliaut,  by 
Diana,  sister  to  the  late  Admiral  Sir  Albemarle  Bertie,  Bart. 
K.C.B.,  a  dc'scenduiit  of  the  Dukes  of  Ancasicr,  the  last  of 
whom  (lied  Feb.  8,  1809. 

This  olVieer  was  born  at  Beckenhani,  co.  Kent,  Sept.  26, 
1787  ;  and  he  appears  to  have  entered  the  royal  navy  in 
April  1800,  u'der  the  protection  of  his  maternal  uncle,  who 
then  eonnna'!  »ed  the  Windsor  Castle  98,  bearing  the  flag  of 
Sir  Charles  Cotton,  on  the  Ch;mnel  station. 

In  tl'.e  autinnn  of  18<K),  Mr.  Cator  was  removed  to  the  Glory 
08,  CapTaln  Thomas  Wells;  but  toward.:  the  end  of  the 
French  rrvolution«vy  w-ir,  he  again  joined  Captain  Bertie, 
and  served  under  him,  in  Ihe  Malta  8J>  at  St.  Helens,  olY 
Brest,  and  in  Bantry  bay,  until  that  ship  WAb  paid  oiV,  in  the 


t  <) 


f  1802. 


sprnu 

We  next  fmd  Mr.  Cator  in  the  Carysfort  28,  Captain 
George  Mundy,  with  whom  he  removed,  at  the  close  of  1802, 
to  the  Hydra  38,  which  latter  frigate  was  successively  em- 
ployed on  the  North  Sea,  (iuernsey,  ami  Mediterranean  sta- 
tions. Whilst  serving  in  tliat  ship,  he  assisted  at  the  capture 
of  the  following  armed  vessels:— 

Lii  I'liiilie  aixl  It!  I'uvori,  IVriich  privatcors ;  the  latter  cut  out  near 
If.ivrc,  Au^,  I,  !(<().'{.  A  iiatioimi  hri^  uiid  ti  lug^'cr,  tukon.)aii.  'M,  IHOI. 
\,-\  Flint,  of  IS  ^\\\M  niid  \.V2  men* :  tuid  the  Argunautu  Sj[>uiu;?lt dcliouucr, 
liioneil  for  12  \i,y\w,  April  1-*,  IHOfJ.  " 


•  Vol.  II  Pan  I.  p.  •»:»«. 
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He  also  bore  a  part  in  several  boat  affairs,  and  various 
other  imzardous  services. 

About  Dec.  1806,  Mr.  Cator  was  received  on  board  the 
Ocean  OS,  bearing  the  flag  of  Lord  Collingwood,  who,  in  a 
short  time  afterwards,  appointed  him  to  act  as  lieutenant  of 
the  Deliufht  hrig,  Captain  Philip  Cosby  Handfield,  which 
vessel  was  principally  employed  in  carrying  despatches  to 
the  Archipelago,  Egypt,  and  England.  Previous  to  her  re- 
turn home,  she  got  embayed  by  night,  at  the  west  end  of 
Malta,  in  a  tremendous  gale,  and  would  have  been  lost  with 
all  on  board  but  for  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Cator  and  the  boat- 
swain, each  of  whom  cut  away  a  mast,  and  thus  saved  Jier 
from  destruction.  At  this  period,  Captain  Handfield  was 
sick  in  bed,  and  the  senior  lieutenant  became  so  alarmed  that 
he  never  recovered  from  the  effects  of  his  panic. 

Lieutenant  Cator's  appointment  to  the  Delight  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Admiralty,  Mur.  3,  1807.  In  the  following 
montii,  he  removed  from  her  to  the  Foudroyant  80,  then  bear- 
ing the  flag  of  his  uncle,  in  the  Channel  fleet,  and  subse- 
quently that  of  Sir  W.  Sidney  Smith,  off  Lisbon.  In  May, 
1808,  we  find  him  en  board  Rear-.Admiral  Bertie's  flag-ship, 
the  Leopard  50,  stationed  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  and 
from  Mar.  1809  until  April  IHlO,  acting  commander  of  the 
Sapphire  andOtter  sloops,  constantly  employed  in  the  blockade 
of  the  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon.  It  will  be  seen,  by  re- 
ference to  p.  .50,  that  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  St.  Rose, 
in  the  latter  island,  and  had  the  direction  of  the  parties  sub- 
sequently  landed  to  procure  supplies,  and  bring  off  the  enemy's 
guns  ;  also  that  his  conduct  on  that  occasion  was  highly  com- 
mended by  the  senior  oflicer. 

On  lis  return  to  the  Cape,  after  an  absence  of  16  months 
(the  whole  time  at  sea),  Lieutenant  Cator  was  directed  to 
hoist  a  pendant  on  board  the  Hanger  transport,  laden  with 
stores  and  provisions  for  f  he  scpuulron  ofl"  the  Mauritius.  0«i 
his  arrival  n'wr  P<  rt  Louis,  he  had  the  niisfortmie  to  be  ca?/- 
tured  by  three  French  frigates  under  the  orders  of  Commodore 
llamelin.  When  chased  by  them,  he  consulted  with  the 
master  and  nuites  of  the  Ranger,  intending,  if  hei  boats  were 
coiiBidcred  capable  of  containing  all  the  people  on  board,  in- 
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eluding  many  libenitcd  African  slaves,  to  destroy  the  ship; 
but  it  being  the  general  opinion  that  they  vvoidd  not  float 
with  so  many  persons  in  them,  he  had  no  other  alternative  but 
to  yield  his  charge  to  tiie  enemy.  The  greater  part  of  her 
cargo,  liovvever,  was  afterwards  retaken  in  la  Veims,  by 
means  of  which  tlie  ships  and  vessels  under  Captain  Rowley 
were  again  rendered  perfectly  effective  *. 

Among  Lieutenant  Cator's  fellow  prisoners,  at  the  Isle  of 
France,  were  Captains  Pym,  Lambert,  Curtis,  and  Wil- 
loii<i;hl)y.  They  all  remained  in  captivity  until  the  reduction 
of  that  colony;  but  he  was  allowed  to  depart  in  a  cartel,  time 
enough  to  conduct  a  detachment  of  troops  from  the  Cape,  to 
assist  in  subjugating  it ;  for  which  purpose  he  was  appointed 
to  command  a  country  ship,  called  the  Bombay  Anna. 

After  the  conquest  of  the  Mauritius,  Vice-Admiral  Bertie 
gave  his  nephew  an  order  to  act  as  commander  of  the  Actaeoii 
brig,  and  sent  him  home  with  the  duplicate  despatches  rela- 
tive to  that  important  evont  f.  Fortunately  for  Lieutenant 
Cator,  he  got  the  start  of  Captain  Rowley,  the  bearer  of  the 
original  expresses,  and  was  consecpiently  promoted  on  the 
day  of  his  arrival  at  the  Admiralty,  Feb.  13,  1811  :  he  also 
received  500/,  as  a  gratuity  for  bringing  such  welcome  in- 
telligence. 

Captain  Cator  was  next  employed  in  carrying  one  letter 
from  England  to  Calcxitta,  and  fetching  back  an  answer,  a 
service  which,  from  unavoidable  casualties,  and  tiie  sickly 
state  of  his  crew,  he  spent  ten  months  in  performing,  the 
Actjeon  being  obliged  to  remain  staionary  at  least  as  many 
weeks.  He  subsccjuontly  cruised  off  Cherbourg,  assisted  in 
conducting  the  Russian  fleet  from  the  Jialtic  to  Gottenburgh, 
and  cncovmtered  a  long  scries  of  Norwegian  winter  gales. 
During  one  of  those  tremendous  storms,  his  brig's  main- 
boom  was  carried  away,  but,  notwithstanding  her  proximity 
to  a  rocky  and  hostile  coast,  he  repaired  the  damage  at  sea, 
and  would  not  <juit  his  station  until  ordcrvd  into  port. 

'Jhc  Acta'on  uas  then  docked  at  Sheerncss,  and  afterwards 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  11.  note  •  nt  \\.  (i.M. 
t  See  Id,  ih,  el  tcq. 


362 


rOST-CAl'TAlNS  OF   1B14. 


Hi 

us 


■t .. 


sent  to  the  North  American  station,  where  she  formed  part 
of  a  detached  squadron  under  the  orders  of  Capt;  .in  llohert 
Barrie,  to  whom,  on  the  22nd  Sept.  1813,  Captain  Cator  re- 
ported his  having  landed  with  a  party  of  marines,  in  Lyn- 
haven  bay,  and  destroyed  a  barrack  of  tlie  enemy,  with  all 
the  military  stores  it  contained,  after  a  short  action  with  a 
body  of  dragoons  and  infantry  stationed  there,  in  which  af- 
fair 9  Americans  were  taken  prisoners,  and  several  killed  and 
wounded ;  the  British  had  not  a  man  slain,  and  only  one 
wounded. 

The  extreme  severity  of  the  winter  of  J  813  will  never  be 
forgotten  by  those  officers  who  were  *hci\  employed  in  the 
blockade  of  the  Cliosapeake ;  which  s.u-vice  was  so  admirably 
conducted  by  the  gallant  and  persevc'ring  Barrie,  that  only 
one  American  cruiser  escaped  during  the  whole  of  that  season. 
While  tlius  employed,  Captain  Cator  conunandod  all  the 
watering  parties  of  tiie  British  squadron,  and  was  often  ex- 
posed to  great  annoyance  from  the  enemy.  He  also  assisted 
at  the  capture  and  dcstrrction  of  mnnerous  coasting  vessels. 

In  the  following  year,  we  again  find  Captain  Cator  cruising 
off  the  coast  of  Norway,  with  the  Briseis  brig  under  his 
orders.  He  obtained  post  rank  June  7>  1814  j  and  married, 
in  1816,  Sophia,  only  child  of  Michael  Atkinson,  of  Mount 
Mascal,  North  Cray,  Kent,  and  Portland  Place,  London, 
Escj.  formerly  a  civilian  in  the  service  of  the  Hon.  East  India 
Company,  and  chiefly  residcut  at  Mourshedebad,  in  Bengal. 

Captain  Cator's  eldest  brothor,  .lohn,  inherited  the  property 
of  his  uncle,  John  Cator,  of  Bcckenhan*  Place,  Kent,  Es(j. 
Another  is  a  captain  in  tlie  Royal  Horse  Artillery;  two  are 
in  holy  orders,  and  possessed  of  good  livings  ',  the  youngest 
of  all  is  a  barrister,  pradlsing  at  Madras. 

/igtntx, — Messrs.  Maude  &  Co. 


DAVID  DUNN,  Esq. 


Skrvfi)  as  midshipman  on  board  the  Donegal  71,  Captain 
(now  Sir  Pulteney)  Malcolm,  at  the  battle  ulT  St.  DoiningOj 
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Feb.  6,  I80(i*;  obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  July  12, 
1 808 ;  and  was  made  commander  for  his  gallant  conduct  as 
first  of  the  Aniphion  frigate.  Captain  William  Hoste,  at  the 
defeat  of  a  French  squadron,  in  the  Adriatic,  Mar.  13,  1811  f. 
He  subsecjuently  distinguished  himself  by  his  activity  in  the 
Mermaid  32,  armee  en  Jiute,  on  the  Mediterranean  station, 
particularly  at  the  siege  of  Trieste,  and  the  unsuccessful  attack 
of  Leghorn,  in  Oct.  and  Dec.  1813  J,  His  post  commission 
bears  date  June  7,  1814. 

Tills  ofFtccr's  lust  appointment  was,  Dec.  27,  1824,  to  the 
Samarang  28,  fitting  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  station,  the 
conunand  of  which  sliip  he  retained  until  May,  1828.  His 
brotiier,  Robert  Dunn,  Esq.  is  an  old  naval  surgeon. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Stillwell. 


1 
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FAIRFAX  MORESBY,  Esq. 

A  Vompanion  of  the  Moxl  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Dutli ;  and  a 
Kniif/tt  of  the  Imperial  AuNtrian  Order  of  the  Empress  Maria  Theresa. 

Son  of Moresby,  of  Stowe  House,  Lichfield,  co. 

Stafford,  Esq. 

This  officer  served  as  midshipman  under  Earl  St.  Vincent, 
ir  the  Ilibernia  110;  aiul  obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant, 
April  10,  1806.  We  next  find  him  in  the  Kent  74,  Captain 
Thomas  Rogers,  on  the  Mediterranean  station,  where  be 
assisted  in  cutting  out  a  French  convoy,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  oHieial  h.-tter  : — 

•'  H.  M.  S.  Kent,  offCenoa,  Aiitf.  2,  1808. 
"  Sir, — I  l»c|f  leave  to  uc'(|nai»t  you,  tliat  yesterday,  runniii},'  aloiijj  tin; 
roast,  fViiiii  Cieiioa  towunls  ('ape  del  Mellc,  wc  <Ii«eovcred  10  coasters 
(lei'[tly  laden,  under  tlic  |»roteetioa  of  a  jjun-hoat,  at  an  }  uehor  close  to  the 
lieach,  alircast  of  the  town  of  Noli ;  and  as  there  appeared  a  fair  prospect 
of  brin^in;;  them  out  by  a  prompt  attack,  before  the  enemy  had  time  to 
collect  his  force,  I  inotun.ly  dctcnuincd  tu  send  in  the  boats  ol  the  Kent 


•  Sec  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  p.. Wl. 
t  See  Vol.  II,  I'art  I.  p.  t/"-.  <l  -'"''/■ 
I  St'«  Suppl.  Part  II.  p.  JfiP,  and  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  pp.  L»(i  and  128. 
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and  Wizard ;  there  being  but  little  wind,  I  directed  the  brip  to  be  towed 
in  to  cover  them,  and  by  great  exertion  they  soon  brought  her  close  to  the 
vessels,  when  it  was  found  impossible  to  bring  them  out  without  landing, 
most  of  them  being  fastened  to  the  shore  by  ropes  irom  their  keels  and  mast- 
heads ;  the  boats  therefore  pulled  to  the  beach  with  great  resolution,  exposed 
to  the  fire  of  two  j^uns  in  the  bow  of  the  armed  vessel,  two  field-pieces  placed 
in  a  grove  which  flanked  the  beach,  a  heavy  gun  in  front  of  the  town,  and 
a  continued  fire  of  musketry  from  the  houses ;  but  these  were  no  check  to 
the  ardour  and  intrepidity  of  British  seamen  and  marines,  who  leaped  from 
the  boats,  and  rushed  upon  the  enemy  with  a  fearless  zeal  that  was  not  to 
be  resisted.  The  gun  in  front  of  the  town  was  soon  taken  and  spiked  by 
Lieutenant  Chasman,  second  of  the  Kent,  who  commanded  the  seamen; 
and  the  eneiuy,  who  had  drawn  up  a  considerable  force  of  regular  troops  in 
the  grove,  to  defend  the  two  field-pieces,  was  dislodged  by  Captain  Rea, 
commanding  the  royal  marines,  and  Lieutenant  Grant  of  that  corps,  who 
took  possession  of  the  field-pieces,  and  brought  them  off.  In  the  mean- 
time. Lieutenants  Lindsey  and  Moresby  of  the  Kent,  and  Lieutenant 
Bissett  of  the  Wizard,  who  had  equally  distinguished  themselves  in  driving 
the  enemy  from  the  beach,  were  actively  employed  in  taking  possession  of 
the  gun-boat,  and  freeing  the  other  vessels  from  their  fasts  to  the  shore; 
and  I  had  soon  the  satisfaction  to  see  our  people  embark,  and  the  whole  of 
the  vessels  coming  out  under  the  protecting  fire  of  the  Wizard,  which,  by 
the  judicious  conduct  of  Captain  Ferris,  contri!)uted  very  essentially  to 
keep  the  enemy  in  check,  both  in  the  advance  and  retreat  of  the  boats. 
One  seaman  killed  and  one  mortally  wounded  (both  of  the  Kent)  is  all  the 
loss  we  sustained.    The  enemy  left  many  dead  on  the  ground. 

"  The  gun-boat  was  a  national  vessel,  called  la  Vigilante,  commanded 
by  an  cnseigne  de  vaisseau,  with  a  complement  of  45  men.  I  have  the 
honor  to,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  Thomas  Rogeiis." 

"  To  Fke./ldmmil  Thurnbmigh  SfC.  SfC.  Sfc." 

The  boats  of  the  Kent  and  Wizard  (brig)  subsequently 
brought  out,  from  under  the  guns  of  a  fort  near  Leghorn, 
three  laden  vessels,  and  burnt  a  fourth,  which  was  aground 
and  could  not  be  got  afloat :  this  service  was  performed  Avith- 
out  the  slightest  loss. 

On  the  3d  April,  1812,  Captain  Moresby,  then  comma.ul- 
ing  the  Wizard,  in  the  Archipelago,  captured  the  Corcira,  a 
xebec  privateer  belonging  to  Corfu,  of  eight  guns  and  60 
men.  On  the  18th  Aug.  1813,  the  batteries  at  the  entrance  of 
Boco  di  Cattaro,  in  the  Adriatic,  were  stormed  and  destroyed 
by  a  detachment  under  his  immediate  directions  ;  the  official 
account  of  thi*  gallant  exploit  will  be  fomid  at  p.  337  ct  •'<'Y. 
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The  follovvnig  is  an  extract  of  Rear-Admiral  Frcemantle*» 
public  despatch,  announcing  the  capture  of  Trieste,  an  event 
that  has  been  recorded  by  us,  at  p.  358  of  Suppl.  Part  II. 

"  I  benf  to  recommend  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
Captain  iMoresby,  of  H.  M.  sloop  Wizard.  He  commanded  one  of  the 
batteries  front  the  16th  until  the  24th  (Oct.  1813),  when  he  was  ordered  to 
form  a  battery  with  four  32-pounders,  within  breachin<j  distance  :  in  the 
course  of  5G  hours,  under  all  the  disadvantages  of  weather,  &c.  he,  witli 
50  men  from  the  Milford,  and  20  from  the  Wizard,  completed  the  whole 
without  any  assistance  whatever." 

For  these  and  other  important  services  performed  by  Cap- 
tain Moresby,  in  co-operation  with  the  Austrian  troops  on 
the  coasts  of  the  Adriatic,  he  obtained  permission.  May  23, 
1814,  to  accept  and  wear  the  insij^nia  of  a  Knight  of  the 
Imperial  Military  Order  of  Maria  Theresa.  His  promotion 
to  post  rank  took  place  on  tlie  /^h  of  the  following  month. 

In  April,  1819,  Captain  Moresby  was  appointed  to  the 
Menai  24,  fitting  for  the  Cape  station,  where,  although  a 
period  of  profound  peace,  he  appears  to  have  been  very  use- 
fully employed.  We  arc  told,  that  he  superintended  the 
landing  of  the  settlers  at  Algoa  bay,  in  Southern  Africa — 
incurred,  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness,  the  risks  connected 
with  that  service  ;  distributed  the  articles  purchased  for  the 
emigrants ;  assisted  them  in  erecting  their  tents  ;  and,  by  his 
humane  attentions  to  the  women  and  children,  dirt'used  good 
humour  and  cheerfulness  among  all.  We  are  also  further  in- 
formed, that  he  sent  the  governor  of  the  Cupe  a  series  of 
valuable  remarks  on  the  rivers  and  coast  between  Cape 
Recife  and  the  mouth  of  the  Kelskahama,  with  a  particular 
description  of  Port  Elizabeth,  Algoa  bay,  which  he  consi- 
ders a  more  secure  anchorage  for  a  ship,  uj  f  very  season  of 
the  year,  than  either  Torbay,  Palermo  bay-  or  faljle  bay. 

Captain  Moresby  married,  Aug.  0,  1814,  F.lizabeth,  young- 
est daughter  of  John  Williams,  of  Malta,  Esq.  His  oidy  sou 
died  in  182G. 

^gent. — Sir  Francis  M.  Ommanney. 
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GEORGE  RENNIE,  Esq. 

Is,  we  believe,  a  nephew  to  the  late  celebrated  civil  en- 
gineer. The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  first  published  gazette 
letter  in  which  his  name  appears  :— 

"  H.  M.  S.  Melpomene,  in  the  Sleere,  May,  1.  1809. 

"  Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  haviiifj  chased  a  Danish  man- 
of-war  cutter,  of  6  afuns,  and  apparently  quite  new,  on  shore  at  Iluilbo 
(a  harbour  in  Jutland)  ;  and  anchored  li.  M.  friiiate  in  19  feet  water,  the 
l)oats  were  sent  under  the  directions  of  Lieutenants  Phunridge  and  Rennie, 
M'ho  succeeded  in  l)oarding  and  destroying  her,  with  other  vessels,  under  a 
most  tremendous  fire. 

"  The  immense  crowds  of  the  enemy  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  Melpo- 
mene and  that  of  her  launch's  carronade,  leaves  me  good  reason  to  suppose 
their  loss  must  be  very  considerable.  Ours  is  confined  to  liieutenant 
George  Rennie  and  5  men  severely  wounded  in  the  boats ;  but  more 
might  have  been  expected  from  the  severe  and  galling  fire  altogctlicr  di- 
rected on  them. 

"  I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  expressing  how  much  Lieutenants 
Plumridgc  and  Rennie  are  to  be  admired,  with  every  ollicer  and  man, 
for  their  zealous  and  gallant  conduct  on  this  occasion.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  Pkteu  PAUKEn,  Captain." 

"  To  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Huod,  A'.  It.  ^c  c^c.  i^c." 

The  Melpomene  was  shortly  afterwards  attacked  during  a 
calm,  by  twenty  large  Danish  gun- vessels,  on  which  occa- 
sion she  had  'M  of  her  officers  and  crew  killed  and  wounded, 
and  sustained  considerable  damage  in  her  hull,  sails,  and 
rigging*.  She  subsequently  proceeded  to  the  Gulf  of  Fin- 
land, and,  in  company  with  the  Implacable  74,  captured  nine 
Russian  transports,  laden  with  timber,  spars,  and  cordage. 
On  the  6th  July,  1809,  her  boats  ast^isted  at  the  capture  of 
three  other  vessels,  in  the  Gulf  of  Narva.  An  exploit  of  a 
very  brilliant  description,  subsequently  performed  by  them, 
in  conjunction  with  those  of  the  ImplaeabU*,  Ikllerophon,  and 
Prometheus,  will  be  noticed  in  our  memoir  of  Captain  Fre- 
derick E.  V.  Vernon  \. 

We  next  find  the  subject  of  this  sketch  actitii,'  as  com- 
mander of  the  Hecate  sloop,  at  the  reduction  of  the  Mauritius, 


•  See  Vol.  U  Part  I  p.  416. 
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in  Dec.  1810*.  His  promotion  to  that  rank  was  confirmed 
by  the  Admiralty,  April  18, 1811  ;  and  his  first  appointment 
afterwards,  which  was  to  the  Podargus  of  14  guns,  took  place 
Dec.  14,  1812.  In  that  vessel  he  entered  the  Gironde  with 
the  squadron  under  Rear- Admiral  Penrose,  Mar.  27,  1814 : 
the  manner  in  which  he  was  there  employed  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  Suppl.  Part  II.  pp.  287 — 293. 

Captain  Rennie's  post  commission  bears  date  June  7, 1814. 
He  commanded  the  Lightning  20,  from  Aug.  14th  following, 
until  Nov.  1815;  and  received  an  appointment  to  the  Tees 
26,  fitting  for  foreign  service,  Feb.  3,  1818. 

On  the  3d  July,  1821,  a  court-martial  was  assembled,  at 
Portsmouth,  to  try  Captain  Rennie  on  charges  of  cruel,  op- 
pressive, and  unofficerlike  conduct  towards  the  crew  of  the 
Tees,  and  was  continued  by  adjournment,  until  the  14th, 
when  sentence  was  pronounced  to  the  following  effect. 

That  the  charge  of  cruelty  h.ad  not  been   proved  against 
Captain  Rennie,  and  he  was  consequently  acquitted  thereof ; 
but  that  the  other  charges  were  proved,  inasmuch  as  it  ap- 
peared, that  irregular  punishments  had  been  inJliclcd  on  se- 
veral of  the  ship's  company,  contrary  to  tlic  33d  article  of 
the  act  made  for  the  regulation  and  govenmicnt  of  iiis  Ma- 
jesty's naval  forces ;  for  which  he  was  adjudij^od  to  i)e  dis- 
missed the  service.      The  court,  however,  felt  themselves 
bound  to  express  their  great  regret  that  they  were  under  the 
necessity  of  passing  so  severe  a  sc  tence,  espcciully  consider- 
ing the  very  high  character  given  Captain  Rennie  by  several 
distinguished  officers  ;  the  licentiousness,  drunkenness,  and 
great  insubordination  manifested  by  the  crew  ;  the  situation 
in  which  the   Tees  was   placed  at  the  time  the   irregular 
punishments  were  inflicted  ;  and  also,  his  having  been  actu- 
ated by  a  conviction  that  he  was  exercising  his   authority 
in  the  most  lenient    manner ; — the  Court,  therefore,  most 
earnestly  recommended  him  to  the  favorable  consideration  nf 
the  Admiralty;  and  he  was  consecjuently  restored  to  his  for- 
mer rank  in  the  summer  of  1822. 
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TREDERICK  EDWARD  VENABLES  VERNON,  Esq. 

Is  a  son  of  the  Right  Hon.  Edward  Venablcs  Vernon, 
D.  C.  L.  Lord  Archbishop  of  York,  Primate  of  Eiighind,  and 
Lord  High  Almoner  to  the  King,  Ike.  &c.  &c.  by  Lady  Aime 
Leveson  Gower,  third  daughter  of  Granville,  first  Marquis  of 
Stalford.  He  is  consequently  descended  from  William  de 
Vernon,  sole  proprietor  of  the  town  and  district  of  Vernon,  in 
Normandy,  anno  1052,  whose  eldest  son,  Richard  de  Vernon, 
came  over  to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  in  10G6. 
The  Archbishop  of  York  is  the  youngest  son  of  the  first 
Lord  Vernon,  and  brother  to  the  present  peer. 

Mr.  FuKDKuicK  EnvvARD  Venables  Vernon  entered 
the  navy,  in  Feb.  IhOiJ,  as  niidsiiipman  on  board  the  Cal- 
cutta 50,  anne'e  en/iilte,  Captain  Daniel  WoodrilT,  with  whom 
he  made  a  voyage  round  the  world  in  the  short  space  of  10 
months  and  3  days  *.  On  his  return  home  from  New  Hol- 
land and  Brazil,  in  July,  1804,  he  joined  the  Latona  38, 
Captain  Thomas  Le  Marchant  Gosselyn,  in  which  frigate  he 
assisted  at  the  capture  of  the  Amphion  Spanish  privateer,  of 
12  guns  and  70  men,  Oct.  22,  1805.  In  the  following  year, 
lie  removed  with  the  latter  officer  to  the  Audacious  74,  and 
accompanied  the  squadron  under  Sir  Richard  J.  Strachan  to 
Barba{'(ies,  in  pursuit  of  Jerome  Buonaparte  and  his  com- 
panions f. 

Mr.  Vernon  next  joined  the  Centaur  74,  bearing  the  flag 
of  the  late  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  in  which  ship  he  continued  until 
appointed  lieutenant  of  the  Implacable  74,  Captain  Thomas 
Byam  Martin,  on  the  Baltic  station,  April  29,  1809.  Soon 
after  his  promotion  to  that  rank,  he  was  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity of  distinguishing  himself  in  a  very  signal  manner,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  extracts  of  his  captain's  official 

correspondence : — 

"H.  M.  S.  Implacable,  offPn-cnla  Point,  July  G,  1809. 
"The  Itnplacal)le  and  IMelpoinene  huviiijj  stooil  into  the  Gulf  of  Narva, 
captured  9  sail  of  vesseU,  laden  with  tunlter,  spurs,  and  cordage,  belonging 


•  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  note  at  p.  641. 
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to  the  Emperor  uf  Russia,  and  which  I  (h)ul)t  not  will  prov^e  a  valuable  ac- 
quisition to  our  own  dock-yards.  The  boats  of  the  ships,  under  that  active 
and  valiiai)le  olhcer.  Lieutenant  Joseph  Hawkey,  have  looked  into  every 
creek  alniiir  tlie  south  coast  of  the  gulf,  without  finding  any  vessels  what- 
ever, and  he  is  now  on  the  opposite,  with  the  same  view.  •••*•" 

*'  Since  writinjj  the  above.  Lieutenant  Hawkey  has  returned  .vuti  ? 
vessels,  captured  by  the  boats  of  the  Implacable,  Melpomene,  nitu  Prome- 
theus, under  his  command  ;  he  reports  8  sail  of  jjun-boats  protecting  some 
ships  in  shore,  and  is  very  desirous  of  attacking  them,  which  shall  be  done, 
if  there  is  a  reasonable  hope  of  success. 

"Jufi/S,  1809. 

"  The  position  taken  by  the  Russian  flotilla,  under  Percola  Point,  seemed 
so  much  like  a  defiance,  that  I  considered  something;  was  necessary  to  be 
done,  in  order  to  impress  these  people  with  that  sense  of  respect  and  fear 
which  his  Majesty's  other  enemies  arc  accustomed  to  shew  to  the  British 
flag;  I  therefore  determined  to  gratify  the  anxious  wish  of  Lieutenant 
Hawkey,  to  lead  the  boats  of  the  Implacal»le,  Bellerophon,  Melpomene, 
and  Prometheus,  which  were  assembled  by  9  o'clock  last  night.  They  pro- 
ceeded with  an  irresistible  zeal  and  intrepidity  towards  the  enemy,  who 
had  the  advantage  of  local  knowledge,  to  take  a  position  of  extraordinary 
strength  within  two  rocks,  serving  as  a  cover  to  their  wings,  and  from 
whence  they  could  pour  a  destructive  fire  of  grape  upon  our  boats,  which, 
notwithstanding,  advanced  with  perfect  coolness,  and  never  fired  a  gun  till 
actually  touching  the  enemy,  when  they  boarded  sword  in  hand,  and  carried 
all  before  them. 

"  /  believe  a  more  brilliant  achievement  does  not  grace  the  records  of  our 
naval  history ;  each  officer  was  impatient  to  be  the  leader  in  the  attack, 
and  each  man  zealous  to  emulate  their  noble  example ;  the  most  "^mple'e  suc- 
cess has  been  the  consequence  of  such  determined  bravery  ;  Oi  '■i  guu-boats, 
each  mounting  a  32  and  a  24-pounder,  with  4(5  men,  six  have  been  brought 
out,  and  one  sunk  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  ships  and  vessels,  12  in  number, 
under  their  protection,  laden  with  powder  and  provisions  for  the  Russian 
army,  also  brought  out,  and  a  large  armed  ship  taken  and  burnt.  I  have 
deeply  to  lament  the  loss  of  many  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  especially 
that  most  valuable  officer  Lieutenant  Hawkey,  who,  after  taking  one  gun- 
boat, was  killed  by  a  grape-shot,  in  the  act  of  boarding  the  second.  No 
praise  from  my  pen  can  do  adequate  justice  to  this  lamented  young  man  ; 
as  an  officer,  he  was  active,  correct,  and  zealous,  to  the  highest  degree ; 
the  leader  in  every  kiiul  of  enterprise,  and  regardless  of  danger;  he  de- 
lighted in  whatever  could  tend  to  promote  the  glory  of  Iuh  country :  hia 
last  words  were, '  huzza!  pwsh  on!  England  for  ever  !' 

"  Mr.  Hawkey  had  been  away  in  the  boats  on  different  services,  since 
last  Monday,  accomp.tnied  by  Lieutenant  Fernon,  whose  conduct  in  this  af- 
fair has  been  highly  ejcemplary,  and  shewn  h'un  worthy  to  be  the  companion 
of  so  heroic  a  man  ;  but  while  I  am  induced  to  mention  the  name  of  Mr. 
Vernon,  from  bis  constant  services  with  Mr.  Hawkey,  I  feel  that  every  of- 
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ficer,  seaman,  and  marine,  lias  a  claim  to  my  warmest  praises  *  *  *  *. 
Lieutenant  Charles  Allen,  of  the  Bellerophon,  was  the  senior  officer  after 
Mr.  Hawkey's  death.  ••»•♦* 

"  The  Russians  have  suffered  severely  in  this  conflict;  the  most  moderate 
Btutcinent  makes  it  appear  that  two-thirds  of  them  have  been  killed, 
wounded,  or  driven  overboard.  •  •  •  •  • 

(Siffned)      .         "T.B.Martin." 
The  total  loss  sustained  by  the  British  was  17  slain  and  3/ 
wounded  ;  among  the  former  were  Lieutenant  Stirling,  of  the 
Prometheus,  and  Mr.  WiHiam  Barclay  Mountney,  midshipman 
of  the  Melpomene.  The  senior  surviving  lieutenant  was  imme- 
diately afterwards  promoted,  and  his  commission  dated  back 
to  the  day  of  the  action;  three  others,  viz.  George  Rennie,  of 
the  Melpomene,  and  John  Sheridan  and  John  Skekel,  of  the 
Bellerophon,  were  also  made  commanders  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  two  years ;  and  Lieutenant  Vernon  was  likewise  ad- 
vanced to  that  rank,  as  soon  as  he  had  served  the  necessary 
time  to  render  him  eligible.     His  promotion  consequently 
took  place  April  29, 1811. 

In  July,  1810,  the  Implacable,  then  commanded  by  Captain 
George  Cockburn,  conveyed  Sir  Richard  G.  Keats  to  Cadiz. 
On  the  6tli  Sept.  following  she  sailed  from  thence  for  the 
Havannah,  with  two  Spanish  3- deckers  under  her  protec- 
tion; and  on  the  18th  Feb.  1811,  we  find  her  returning  in 
a  sickly  state,  with  6,000,000  of  dollars  on  board.  Her  of- 
ficers and  crew  were  subsequently  employed  in  the  defence 
of  risla  de  Leon. 

On  the  25th  May,  1813,  Captain  Vernon  was  appointed  to 
the  Challenger  brig,  of  16  guns,  in  which  vessel  he  was  present 
at  the  siege  and  surrender  of  St.  Sebastian,  the  northern 
Gibraltar  of  Spain  *.  He  also  assisted  at  the  destruction  of 
le  Flibustier,  French  national  brig,  mounting  16  guns,  a  brass 
howitzer,  and  4  swivels,  bound  to  Santona,  and  having  on 
board  treasure,  arms,  ammunition,  aad  salt  provisions,  for 
the  relief  of  that  garrison.  She  had  been  waiting  an  oppor- 
tunity to  steal  out  of  St.  Jean  de  Luz  for  several  months, 
the  near  approach  of  the  allies  under  Lord  Wellington  at 
kngth  made  it  absolutely  necessary,  and  a  dark  and  stormy 
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night  determined  her  commander  to  risk  the  attempt,  al- 
though closely  watched  by  the  Challenger.  She  was  dis- 
covered under  sail  at  day-light  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
Oct.  1813;  and  instantly  pursued  by  Captain  Vernon,  in 
company  with  the  Constant  gun-brig  and  Telegraph  schooner, 
commanded  by  Lieutenants  John  Stokes  and  Timothy  Scriven. 
It  being  impossible  for  her  to  escape,  she  anchored  under  the 
protection  of  some  batteries  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  Adour, 
and  after  sustaining  a  cannonade  of  some  duration  was  set  on 
fire  by  her  crew,  who  suddenly  quitted  her,  and  speedily 
gained  the  shore.  This  little  affair  was  witnessed  by  some 
thousands  of  the  French  and  British  armies. 

Captain  Vernon  was  with  Rear-Admiral  (now  Sir  Charles 
V.)  Penrose,  when  that  officer  forced  the  passage  of  the 
Gironde,  Mar.  27, 1814  *.  He  obtained  post  rank  June  7  fol- 
lowing; and  has  sines  commanded  the  Blossom  24,  and 
Doris  frigate,  on  the  South  American  station. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 


EDWARD  BRAZIER,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant,  July  29,  1807;  commander,  Aug. 
2,  1811 ;  and  post-captain,  June  7>  1814. 


CHARLES  HEWIT,  Esq. 

Is  descended  from  a  family  of  antiquity  in  Essex,  the  head 
of  which  is  possessed  of  one  of  the  oldest  English  baronetcies. 

Mr.  Charles  Hewit  was  born  at  llford,  in  the  above  county. 
He  entered  the  navy,  Feb.  3,  17B1»  as  midshipman  on  board 
the  Union  90,  Captain  John  Dalrymple,  which  ship  accom- 
panied Lord  Howe  to  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  and  sustained  a 
loss  of  5  men  killed  and  15  wounded,  in  the  partial  action  off 
Cape  Spartel,  Oct.  20,  1782t. 


•  See  Suppl.  Part  11.  p.  287,  ef  seq. 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolutionary  war, 
Mr.  Hewit  was  master's-mate  of  the  Circe  28,  Captain  Jo- 
seph Sydney  Yorke.  His  promotion  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
took  place  Oct.  8,  1793,  on  which  occasion  he  was  appointed 
to  the  Irresistible  74,  Captain  John  Henry,  who  gave  him 
the  command  of  a  detachment  of  seamen  employed  on  shore 
during  the  siege  of  Martinique.  He  was  also  present  at  the 
reduction  of  St.  Lucia  and  Martinique,  in  1794. 

Lieutenant  Hewit's  next  appointment  was  to  be  second  of 
tjie  Santa  Margaritta  36,  Captain  Eliab  Harvey,  which  ship 
formed  part  of  the  squadron  under  Sir  John  B.  Warren,  at 
the  destruction  of  a  French  40-gun  frigate,  and  two  large 
corvettes,  between  Brest  and  I'Orient,  Aug.  23,  1794. 

In  Feb.  following,  Mr.  Hewit  again  joined  Captain  Yorke, 
then  commanding  the  Stag  32,  of  wliich  ship  he  became  first 
lieutenant  after  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  frigate  Alliance, 
Aug.  22,  1795.  He  continued  to  serve  as  such,  under  the 
same  active,  gallant,  and  zealous  officer,  till  Feb.  1800. 
During  the  remainder  of  that  war,  we  find  him  employed  as 
an  agent  for  transports ;  and  at  its  close  he  was  presented 
with  the  superior  medal  of  the  Turkish  Order  of  the  Crescent, 
for  his  highly  approved  services  in  Egypt. 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  renewal  of  hostilities,  in  1803, 
Lieutenant  Hewit  obtained  the  very  confidential  and  active 
situation  of  resident  agent  at  the  Cove  of  Cork.  In  May, 
1808,  he  was  removed  to  Plymouth,  where  he  remained  in 
the  same  capacity  until  promoted  to  the  command  of  the 
Haisonable  64,  armie  en  Jiilte^  stationed  as  a  guard  and 
receiving  ship  in  the  river  Medvvay.  His  commission  as 
commander  bears  date  Feb.  1,  1812. 

On  the  16th  July  following,  Captain  Hewit  was  appointed 
to  the  Gladiator  44,  at  Portsmouth,  which  ship  he  paid  off 
Oct.  5, 1815.  During  that  period,  she  successively  bore  the 
flags  of  Rear-Admirals  Hargood,  Foote,  and  Halkett.  His 
promotion  to  post  rank  took  place  June  7)  1814. 

This  officer  married.  Mar.  18,  1800,  Sarah,  only  daughter 
of  the  late  Charles  Braxton,  of  Bonuvista,  near  Lymington, 
CO.  Hants,  Esq. 

Ai^ents, — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 
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RIGHT  HON.  GEORGE  ANSON  LORD  BYRON. 

This  officer's  ancestors  had  large  possessions  in  Yorkshire, 
during  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror ;  and  were  very- 
early  seated  at  the  lordship  of  Clayton,  co.  Lancaster.  Sir 
Richard  Byron,  who  died  in  1398,  acquired  a  considerable 
estate  by  marrying  Joan,  second  daughter  of  William  de 
Colewick,  of  Colewick,  in  Nottinghamshire.  His  descendant. 
Sir  John  Byron,  Knt.  took  part  with  Henry  Earl  of  Rich- 
mond, at  the  battle  of  Bosworth,  and  died  May  3,  1488. 

The  motto,  "  Crede  Byron,"  now  used  by  his  descend- 
ants, was  conferred  upon  Sir  John  Byron  by  his  royal  master, 
not  in  allusion  to  his  loyalty,  but  in  admiration  of  an  act  of 
extraordinary  good  faith  performed  by  him  towards  Sir 
Gervis  Clifton,  who  had  espoused  the  cause  of  Richard  IIL 
The  subject  is  thus  noticed  by  the  late  W.  Hutton,  Esq. 
F.A.  S.  S.  in  his  account  of  the  battle,  published  in  1788; 
and  by  Sir  John  Beaumont,  Bart,  in  a  poem,  entitled,  "  Bos- 
tvorth  Field"  published  by  his  son  in  1629: 

"  Sir  John  Byron,  and  Sir  Gervis  Clifton,  were  intimate 
friends,  and  neighbours,  being  both  Nottinghamshire  gentle- 
men. And  though  Byron  fought  under  Henry,  and  CUfton 
under  Richard,  it  no  way  diminished  their  friendship,  but 
p  oved,  what  rarely  happens,  that  friendship  genuine.  They 
had  exchanged  a  prior  oath,  « that  if  either  of  them  was  van- 
quished, the  other  should  intercede  with  the  conqueror,  that 
the  estate  of  the  loser  nnght  not  be  forfeited,  but  enjoyed  by 
his  family.  While  Clifton  was  bravely  fighting  in  the  troop, 
he  received  a  blow  which  overpowered  him,  and  he  fell. 
Byron  observing  the  fall,  quitted  the  ranks,  and  ran  to  the 
relief  of  his  suffering  friend,  sustained  him  on  the  ground, 
guarded  him  with  his  shield,  and  entreated  him  to  surrender. 
Clifton  replied,  *  All  is  over ;  1  beg,  my  dear  friend,  you  will 
remember  the  oath  between  us.  Victory  is  yours.  Use  all 
your  interest,  that  my  lands  may  not  be  taken  from  my 
children.'  The  worthy  Byron,  \ipon  the  point  of  renewing 
Ills  promise,  perceived  his  friend  was  departing,  and  ex- 
(^laimcd  with  emotion,  '  Stay,  my  dear  Clifton,  stay !'  but 
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alas !  the  wound  was  mortal,  and  the   unfortunate   Clifton 
expired  in  the  field.** 

"  While  Bt/ron  calles ;  *  Stay,  worthy  Clifton,  stay, 
'  ^nd  heare  my  falth/ull  promise  once  againe, 
*  fVhich  if  I  breake,  may  all  my  deeds  be  vaineJ* 
But  now  he  knowes,  that  vitall  breath  is  fled. 
And  necdiesse  words  are  vtter'd  to  the  dead ; 
Into  the  midst  of  Richard's  strength  he  flies, 
Presenting  glorious  acts  to  Henries  eyes. 
And  for  his  seruice  he  expects  no  more 
Then  Clifton's  sonne  from  forfeits  to  restore." 

The  generous  warrior's  expectations  were  happily  realised ; 
and  the  estate  which  was  possessed  by  his  unfortunate  friend's 
ancestors  several  centuries  prior  to  the  battle  of  Bosworth, 
is  now  enjoyed  by  Sir  Robert  Clifton,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Byron's  descendant  and  namesake  was  made  a 
K.  B.  at  the  coronation  of  James  I.  and  married  Anne,  sister 
to  Viscount  Molyneux,  an  Irish  peer.  By  that  lady  he  had 
seven  sons,  who  were  distinguished  for  their  loyalty  to  the 
unfortunate  Charles  I. ;  John,  the  eldest,  makes  a  conspicu- 
ous figure  in  the  pages  of  Lord  Clarendon,  for  his  activity,  and 
the  important  commands  entrusted  to  him.  He  was  created 
Baron  Byron,  of  Rochdale,  co.  Lancaster,  Oct.  24,  1643; 
and  died  in  France,  without  issue,  during  the  protectorate  of 
Oliver  Cromwell.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Richard, 
who  held  a  command  at  the  battle  of  Edgehill,  Oct.  13,  1642, 
and  afterwards  received  the  honor  of  knighthood  from  his 
ill-fated  monarch.  Thomas,  a  younger  brother,  commanded 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Hopton-heath, 
Mar.  19,  1643,  and  is  described  by  Clarendon  as  **  a  gentle- 
man of  great  courage,  and  very  good  conduct,  who  charged 
with  good  execution.**  ITie  other  four  brothers,  William, 
Robert,  Gilbert,  and  Philip,  fell  at  Marston-moor,  July  2, 
1644,  a  circumstance  alluded  to  by  the  late  Lord  Byron  in 
his  first  juvenile  poem,  addressed  to  Newstead  Abbey,  the 
ancient  and  dilapidated  residence  of  the  family  *: 


*  Sir  John  Byron,  of  Clayton,  Knt.  obtained  a  grant  of  the  above 
abbey  from  King  Henry  VIII. 
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*'  On  Marstoii,  with  Rupert  *,  'gainst  traitors  contending. 
Four  brothers  enriched,  with  their  blood,  the  bleak  field ; 
For  the  rights  of  a  monarch,  their  country  defending. 
Till  death  their  attachment  to  royalty  seal'd.'* 

Lady  Byron,  the  mother  of  those  brave  men,  obtained 
leave  from  Cromwell  to  bury  their  remains.  The  following 
is  a  true  copy  of  an  autograph  letter  from  King  Charles  II, 
to  her  son  Richard,  the  second  Lord  Byron,  dated  "  BrusseU 
/es,  July  17,  1659:— 

"  This  honest  bearer  hath  delivered  what  you  sent  me,  for  which  I  thank 
you,  and  if  he  had  not  assured  me  from  yourself  that  you  do  not  [know] 
enough  my  mynde  in  particulars,  I  should  have  been  very  confident  that 
you  had  not  stood  in  neede  of  my  advertisements,  and  I  am  confident  you 
have  before  this  time  receaved  advice  from  my  frinds  ".aat  you  are  to  do, 
together  with  commissions,  since  I  am  sure  they  depende  as  much  upon 
your  interest  and  concurrance,  as  upon  any  mans ;  however  that  you  may 
not  be  without  commissions,  which  the  bearer  sayes  positively  you  were 
when  he  lefte  you,  he  will  deliver  you  such  as  are  necessary  for  the  be- 
ginning, and  tlien  all  things  will  afterwards  be  quickly  supplyed,  and  I 
know  you  will  be  ready  to  doe  as  your  neighbours  and  frinds  shall,  and 
by  the  healpe  of  God  wee  shall  shortly  meete,  and  you  may  be  sure  you 
shall  alwayes  finde  me  to  be, 

**  Your  very  affectionate  frinde. 


B.' 


(Signed) 


"  Charles  R." 


The  above  nobleman  died  in  1679 ;  and  it  is  recorded  on 
his  tomb,  in  the  church  of  Hucknel-Torkard,  that  he  was 
enabled,  by  his  honest  endeavours,  to  repurchase  part  of  the 
ancient  inheritance  of  his  family,  which  had  been  freely  sa- 
crificed, in  order  to  raise  supplies  for  Charles  I.,  when  that 
monarch  first  erected  his  standard  at  Newark.  His  grand- 
son, William,  fourth  Lord  Byron  (born  in  1669)  was  grjiiid- 
fath^r  to  the  late  Captain  George  Anson  Byron,  R.  N.,  and 
also  to  the  present  Captain  Richard  Byron,  C.  B.  whose 
services  are  recorded  at  pp.  620 — 628  of  Vol.  II.  Part  II. 

The  present  Lord  Byron  is  the  only  son  of  the  said  Captain 
George  Anson  Byron,  by  Miss  Dallas,  of  the  island  of  Ja- 
maica ;  and  cousin  jmd  successor  to  the  late  peer,  who  died 
tit  MisBolonghi,  in  Greece,  April  19,  1824. 


•  Prince  Rupert,  son  of  the  Elector  palatine,  and  related  to  Charles  I. 
lie  commanded  tlie  English  iloct  after  the  restoration  of  royalty. 
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He  was  made  lieutenant  Aug.  24,  1807  5  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  commander,  Feb.  1,  1812;  posted,  June  7j  1814; 
and  appointed  to  the  Blonde  frigate,  fitting  for  a  particular 
service,  June  5,  1824.  The  subjoined  account  of  his  sub- 
sequent proceedings  is  taken  from  the  Hampshire  Telegraph. 

Lord  Byron  left  England  for  the  Sandwich  Islands,  with 
the  remains  of  their  late  majesties,  in  Sept.  1824.  "  On  his 
arrival  at  Valparaiso,  Mr.  Charlton,  consul-general  of  the 
islands  in  the  Pacific,  was  sent  forward  to  Woahoo,  to  an- 
nounce the  death  of,  the  king  and  queen,  and  the  approach 
of  the  Blonde  with  their  bodies  and  suite.  It  was  regarded 
as  a  remarkable  circumstance  by  the  natives,  that  just  pre- 
vious to  the  period  of  Mr.  Charlton's  arrival  at  Woahoo, 
certain  natural  phenomena — such  as  the  extraordinary  over- 
flowing and  recession  of  the  tide,  an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  &c. 
had  taken  place,  which  impressed  them  with  a  belief  that 
some  fatality  had  happened  to  the  king  or  queen ;  similar 
occurrences  being  observed  at  the  death  of  Tamahama,  the 
sovereign  who  brought  all  the  islands  under  one  government, 
and  afterwards  ceded  them  to  Vancouver,  in  1794  *.  This 
omen  or  presentiment  was  confirmed  by  Mr.  Charlton's  arri- 
val." When  the  Blonde  arrived  at  Honoruru  (the  anchor- 
age of  Woahoo),  May  19,  1825,  she  was,  however,  imme- 
diately saluted  by  19  guns  from  the  fort.  The  day  afterwards 
Lord  Byron  and  all  his  officers  had  an  audience  of  the  re- 
gent t,  at  his  house,  at  which  were  delivered  in  the  presence 
of  all  the  heads  of  the  nation,  the  presents  sent  out  in  the 
Blonde.  The  present  king  is  Kaukiauli,  a  lad,  brother  of 
Rio  Rio,  who  died  in  England.  On  the  23d  May,  at  1 1  a.  m., 
the  bodies  were  landed,  attended  by  Lord  Byron  and  his 
officers,  dressed  in  their  full  unifonns.      On  reaching  the 

"  King  Tamahama  the  Frst  made  most  considerable  advances  towards 
civilization ;  he  erected  for  the  defence  of  Woahoo  three  forts,  one  of 
which  mounts  42  pieces  of  ordnance  ;  he  possessed  a  considerable  fleet, 
with  which  he  had  subdued  the  whole  group  of  islands ;  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  1819,  he  was  arranging  an  expedition  for  the  conquest  of 
Otaheite. 

t  Karaimoku,  the  brother  of  Boki,  the  governor,  who  came  to  England 
with  his  late  master  and  mistress.    ^ 
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lihore,  they  were  placed  on  two  cars,  and  drawn  by  about  80 
native  chiefs  to  the  late  room  of  audience,  the  tomb-house 
not  being  finished.  Kaukiauli  and  the  Princess  Nahienaena 
were  the  chief  mourners,  supported  by  Lord  Byron  and  the 
British  consul.  The  numerous  chiefs  of  the  island,  and  the 
officers  of  the  Blonde,  formed  an  extensive  funeral  cavalcade. 
The  frigate  continued  at  Honoruru  about  six  weeks,  during 
which  Lord  Byron  attended  the  meetings  of  the  chiefs,  who 
gravely  deliberated  respecting  the  succession  of  the  young 
king  and  princess  to  the  throne  ; — as,  heretofore,  might  had 
constituted  right.  This  important  matter  was,  however, 
very  amicably  arranged,  the  heads  of  the  nation,  and  all  the 
chiefs,  expressing  their  earnest  desire  to  conform  themselves 
strictly  to  the  laws  of  legitimacy  and  of  consanguinity. 

The  Blonde  proceeded  from  Woahoo  to  visit  the  Isle  of 
Owhyhee    (about  three    days*  run),    and  refit  there.     She 
anchored  in  one  of  the  finest  bays  in  the  world  (now  called 
Byron  Bay)  which  Vancouver  was  deterred  from  entering  by 
a  coral  rock  appearing  to  impede  the  entrance,  but  which 
actually  forms  its  principal  security.     It  is  a  most  safe  po- 
sition, and  its  rich  and  beautifully  varied  scenery,  has  ob- 
tained for  it  the  appellation  of  "  The  Eden  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands."     In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  bay  the  island  is  in 
the  highest  state  of  fertility  j  but  the  natives  are  in  nearly 
the  same  state  as  they  were  when  Captain  Cook  discovered 
them,  in  1779.     An  American  missionary  had  arrived  there 
about  six  months  before,  whose  instructions  would  no  doubt 
advance  them  in  civilization,  as  those  of  his  brethren  had  the 
natives  at  Woahoo.     The  Bk  ide  then  returned  to  Woahoo, 
and  Lord  Byron  took  leave  ol    he  king,  regent,  and  chiefs, 
and  fulfilled  the  purpose  of  his  visit  to  the  islands,  in  the 
highest  degree   satisfactory  to  them,  and  beneficial  to  the 
country.     The  ship  was  literally  laden  with  stock  and  pro- 
visions of  every  description,  by  the  natives,   who  refused 
payment  for  any  thing  they  could  supply  her.  From  Woahoo 
she  proceeded  to  Karakokooa  bay,  where  Captain  Cook  was 
unfortunately  killed.     Here  Lord  Byron  erected  a  humble, 
simple  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  great  circumnaviga- 
tor— not  on  the  spot  where  he  was  killed,  as  that  was  found 
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impracticable,  it  being  under  water,  but  where  his  body  waa 
cut  up,  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  about  a  mile  from  the  shore. 
The  natives  of  the  islands  having  embraced  Christianity,  the 
regent  gave  permission  to  Lord  Byron  to  visit  the  sacred 
sepulchre,  and  take  therefrom  whatever  relics  of  their  former 
religion  he  wished  to  possess.  The  sanctuary  was  filled  with 
their  various  gods — "  the  work  of  mon's  hands" — some  ma- 
nufactured of  wicker-work  and  feathers,  others  carved  of 
wood,  with  numerous  articles  which  had  been  made  sacred, 
by  being  offered  to  them,  in  acts  of  gratitude,  for  success  in 
fishing,  hunting,  and  the  other  occupations  of  their  simple 
life.  But  the  article  that  most  struck  the  visitors,  as  remark- 
able, was  an  English  consecrated  drum.  The  temple  was 
despoiled  of  most  of  its  former  sacred  treasures,  which  were 
brought  to  England  in  the  Blonde, 

On  his  voyage  home.  Lord  Byron  touched  at  Coquimbo, 
(the  station  of  the  mining  associations  in  South  America), 
and  was  only  six  weeks  running  from  thence  to  St.  Helena. 
The  following  is  an  account  of  the  dreadful  occurrences  on 
board  a  merchant  ship,  the  Frances  and  Mary,  from  New 
Brunswick  bound  to  Liverpool,  which  he  providentially  fell 
in  with  eight  days  previous  to  his  arrival  at  Spithead. 

"  Sailed  from  St.  John's  Jan.  18,  1826. — Feb.  1,  Strong  gales  from  the 
W.  N.  W. ;  carried  away  the  main-topmast  and  mizen-mast  head ;  hove 
to ;  got  boats'  sails  In  the  main-rigging,  to  keep  the  ship  to  the  wind.    At 
1 1  p.  M.  shipped  a  heavy  sea,  which  washed  away  the  cabouse,  jolly-boat, 
and  disabled  five  men. — Feb.  2,    Cleared  away  the  wreck,  and  made  sail 
before  the  wind:  strong  breezes. — Feb.  5,  11a.  m.  Strong  gales,  with  a 
heavy  sea ;  clewed  the  sails  up,  and  hove  to,  head  to  the  southward  : 
shipped  a  sea,  which  carried  away  the  long  boat,  companion,  and  tiller, 
unshipped  the  rudder,  and  washed  a  man  overboard,  who  was  after- 
wards saved.     At  11-10,  another  heavy  sea  struck  us,  which  stove  our 
stern  in,    Cut  away  our  foremast,  and  both  bower  anchors,  to  keep  the 
ship  to  the  wind;    employed  in  getting  what  provisions  we  could,  by 
knocking  the  bow-port  out;  saved  SOibs.  of  bread  and  511)s.  of  cheese,  which 
we  stowed  in  the  main-top :  got  the  master's  wife  and  female  passenger 
up,  whilst  we  were  clearing  away  below,  lightening  the  ship :  most  of  the 
people  slept  in  the  top  :  at  day-light  found  Patrick  Cooney  hanging  by  his 
legs  to  the  catharpins,  dead,  from  fatigue  :  committed  his  body  to  the 
deep. — Feb.  (>,  at  8  a.  m.  Saw  a  strange  sail  standing  towards  us :  made 
signal  of  distress ;  stranger  spoke  us,  and  remained  in  compauy  twenty- 
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four  hours,  !)ut  sent  us  no  assistance,  the  American  making  an  excuse 
that  the  sea  was  running  too  high.  Made  a  tent  of  spare  canvas  on  the 
forecast'  -^ ;  put  the  people  on  short  allowance  of  a  quarter  of  a  biscuit  a 
day. — Fel).  8,  Saw  a  brig  to  leeward  :  strong  gales. — Feb,  9,  10  a.  m. 
Observed  the  same  vessel  to  windward ;  made  the  signal  of  distress : 
stranger  bore  up  and  showed  American  colours. — Feb.  10,  He  spoke  us, 
asking  how  long  we  had  been  in  that  situation,  and  what  we  intended  to 
do — if  we  intended  leaving  the  ship  ?  answered,  yes :  he  then  asked,  if  we 
had  any  rigging  ?  answered,  yes :  night  coming  on,  and  blowing  hard, 
saw  no  more  of  the  stranger.  Suffered  much  from  hunger  and  thirst. 
Feb.  II,  Saw  a  large  ship  to  the  northward :  did  not  speak  her:  wore, 
head  to  the  northward.  At  this  time  all  our  provisions  were  'out — 
suffered  much  from  hunger,  having  received  no  nourishment  for  nine  days  I 
— Feb.  21,  departed  this  life,  James  Clarke,  seaman:  read  prayers,  and 
committed  his  body  to  the  deep :  we  were  at  this  time  on  a  half  a  gill  of 
water  a  day,  and  suffering  much  from  hunger :  during  the  whole  period  of 
being  on  the  wreck,  we  were  wet  from  top  to  toe. — Feb.  22,  John  Wilson, 
seaman,  died,  at  10  a.  m.  :  preserved  the  body  of  the  deceased :  cut  him  up 
in  quarters,  washed  them  overboard,  and  hung  them  up  on  pins. — Feb.  23, 
J.  Moore  died,  and  was  thrown  overboard,  having  eaten  part  of  him,  such 
as  the  liver  and  heart.  From  this  date  to  Saturday,  the  5th  of  March,  the 
following  number  perished  from  hunger:  Henry  Davis,  a  Welsh  boy; 
Alex.  Kelly,  seaman ;  John  Jones,  apprentice-boy,  nephew  of  the  owner ; 
James  Frier,  cook;  Daniel  Jones,  seaman;  John  Hutchinson,  seaman; 
and  John  Jones,  a  boy ;  threw  the  last-named  overboard,  his  blood  being 
bitter,  also,  James  Frier,  who  was  working  his  passage  home  under  a 
promise  of  marriage  to  Ann  Saunders,  the  female  passenger,  who  attended 
on  the  roaster's  wife ;  and  who,  when  she  heard  of  Frier's  death,  shrieked 
a  loud  yell,  then  snatching  a  cup  from  Clerk,  the  mate,  cut  her  late  in- 
tended husband's  throat,  and  drank  his  blood,  insisting  that  she  had  the 
greatest  right  to  it ;  a  scufQe  ensued,  and  the  heroine  (the  words  of  the 
narrator)  got  the  better  of  her  adversary,  and  then  allowed  him  to  drink 
one  cup  to  her  two ! — Feb.  26,  On  or  about  this  day  an  English  brig  hove 
in  sight ;  hoisted  the  ensign  union  down^vard ;  stranger  hauled  his  wind 
toward  us,  and  hauled  his  foresail  up  when  abreast  of  us,  kept  his  course, 
about  one  mile  distance,  set  his  foresail,  and  we  soon  lost  sight  of  him : 
fresh  breeze,  with  a  little  rain ;  the  sea,  quite  smooth,  but  he  went  off, 
having  shown  English  colours :  had  he  at  this  time  taken  us  off  the  wreck, 
much  of  the  subsequent  dreadful  suffering  would  have  been  spared  us. — 
March  7>  His  Majesty's  ship  Blonde  came  in  sight,  and  to  our  relief,  in 
lat.  44*  43'  N.  long.  21®  67'  W.  Words  are  quite  inadequate  to  express 
our  feelings,  as  well  as  'hose  which  Lord  Byron  and  our  deliverers  most 
evidently  possessed,  wlien  they  found  they  had  come  to  rescue  six  of  their 
fellow-creatmes  (two  of  them  females)  from  a  most  awful,  lingering,  but 
certain  death.  It  came  on  to  blow  during  the  night  a  fresh  gale,  which 
would,  no  doubt,  have  awept  us  all  over  board.    Lieut.  Gambler  came  in 
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the  ship's  cutter  to  bring  us  from  llie  wreck ;  he  observed  to  us, '  you  have 
yet,  I  perceive,  fresh  meat ;'  to  which  we  were  compelled  to  reply,  *  No, 
Sir,  it  is  part  of  a  man,  one  of  our  unfortunate  crew!  it  was  our  intention 
to  put  ourselves  on  an  allowance  even  of  this  food,  tliis  evening^,  had  not 
you  come  to  our  relief.'  The  master's  wife,  who  underwent  ail  the  most 
liorrid  sufferings  which  the  human  understanding  can  imagine,  bore  them 
much  better  than  could  possibly  have  been  expected.  She  is  now,  al- 
though n>uch  emaciated,  a  respectable,  good-looking  woman,  about  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  of  a  boy  seven  years  of  age.  But  what 
must  have  been  the  extremity  of  want  to  which  she  was  driven,  when  she 
eat  the  brains  of  one  of  the  apprentices,  saying  it  was  the  most  delicious 
thing  she  ever  tasted  :  and  it  is  still  more  melancholy  to  relate,  the  person 
whose  brains  she  thus  was  forced  by  hunger  to  eat,  had  been  three  times 
wrecked  before,  but  was  providentially  picked  up  by  a  vessel  after  being 
two-and-twenty  days  on  the  wreck  water-logged :  but,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, he  perished,  having  survived  similar  sufferings  for  a  space  of 
twenty-nine  days,  and  then  became  food  for  his  remaining  shipmates !  Ann 
Saunders,  the  other  female,  had  more  strength  in  her  calamity  than  most 
of  the  men  :  she  performed  the  duty  of  cutting  up  and  cleaning  the  dead 
bodies,  keeping  two  knives  in  her  monkey  jacket;  and  when  the  breath 
was  announced  to  have  flown,  she  would  sharpen  her  knives,  bleed  the 
deceased  in  the  neck,  drink  his  blood,  and  cut  him  up  as  usual.  From 
want  of  water,  those  who  perished  drank  their  own  urine  and  salt-water : 
they  became  foolish,  crawling  upon  their  hands  round  the  deck  (when  they 
could)  and  died  generally  raving  mad." 

We  have  only  to  add,  that  the  captain,  officers,  and  crew 
of  the  Blonde  subscribed  a  considerable  sum  toward  the  relief 
of  those  poor  creatures,  whom,  under  Providence,  they  had 
been  the  means  of  preserving  from  a  most  dreadful  death ; 
and  that  Mr.  Kendall,  the  master  of  the  unfortunate  ship, 
expressed  his  heartfelt  gratitude  to  Lord  Byron  for  his  great 
humanity,  distinguished  benevolence,  and  unceasing  attentions 
to  himself  and  fellow-sufferers.  The  Blonde  was  paid  off,  at 
Portsmouth,  Dec.  15,  1826. 

Lord  Byron  married.  Mar.  18,  1816,  Mary  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Sacheverel  Chaudos  Pole,  of  Radbourne,  co. 
Derby,  Esq.  and  has  issue  several  sons  and  daughters. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Stilwell. 
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HON.  KENELM  SOMERVILLE, 

A  SON  of  the  late  Hon.  Hugh  Somerville,  a  colonel  in  the 
army,  by  his  second  lady,  Mary,  eldest  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  Wriothesley  Digby,  of  Meriden,  co.  Warwick,  and  only 
surviving  brother  of  the  present  Lord  Somerville,  in  the 
Scotch  peerage. 

This  officer  was  made  lieutenant,  Nov.  11,  1807  ;  advanced 
to  the  rank  of  commander  Feb.  1,  1812;  and  subsequently 
employed,  in  the  Thames  troop-ship,  on  the  North  American 
station.  His  conduct  during  the  expedition  up  the  Patuxent 
river,  on  which  occasion  he  held  a  command  in  the  British 
flotilla,  obtained  him  the  "  warmest  acknowledgments"  of 
Rear- Admiral  Cockburn,  who  "  earnestly  recommended"  him 
♦o  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane's  "  favorable  notice."  His  post 
commission  bears  date  June7>  1814. 

^gent. — Sir  F.  M.  Ommanney. 
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EDMUND  LYONS,  Esq. 

A  SON  of  the  late  John  Lyons,  of  the  island  of  Antigua, 
and  of  St.  Austen's  House,  Lymington,  co.  Hants,  Esq.  at 
which  latter  place  he  was  born,  Nov.  21,  1700. 

Mr.  Edmund  Lyons  first  went  to  sea,  for  the  benefit  of 
his  health,  in  the  Terrible  74,  commanded  by  his  early  friend 
and  constant  patror,  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  Bart,  at  which 
period  he  could  not  have  been  more  than  8  years  of  age. 
After  a  cruise  in  Vnat  ship,  having  in  the  course  of  it  deter- 
mined to  become  a  sailor,  his  parents  sent  him  to  Winchester 
school  for  three  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
placed  him  under  the  care  of  Sir  Harry  Neale,  then  captain 
of  the  Queen  Charlotte  yacht.  He  subsequently  served  five 
years  in  the  Active  frigate.  Captain  Richard  Hussey  Mou- 
bray,  chiefly  on  the  Mediterranean  station*.    One  of  the 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part II.  pp.  807—810.  N.  B.  We  should  have  mentioned, 
in  the  account  of  Rear-Admiral  Moubray's  services,  that  the  ylctlve  never 
was  in  harbour  a  month  at  any  one  time  during  the  wliole  period  of  his 
command. 
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official  letters  relative  to  the  expedition  against  Constanti- 
nople informs  us,  that  he  was  employed  under  Sir  Sydney 
Smith's  flag  lieutenant  at  the  demolition  of  the  formidable 
redoubt  on  Point  Pesquies,  Feb.  21,  1807  *  >  and  that  that 
gentleman  spoke  **  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  his  direction." 

Mr.  Lyons  left  the  Active  about  Aug.  1808,  and  was  ap- 
pointed second  lieutenant  of  the  Baracouta  brig,  on  the  East 
Indian  station,  Nov.  21,  1809.  It  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  p.  508  oi  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  that  he  was  particularly  named 
by  Captain  (now  Sir  Christopher)  Cole,  as  one  of  "  the  fore- 
most in  the  escalade"  at  the  storming  of  Fort  Belgica,  in 
the  island  of  Banda  Neira,  Aug.  9,  1810 ;  "  an  achievement 
whichf  for  boldness  of  conception  in  the  design,  and  daring 
courage  in  the  execution,  has  rarely  been  equalled^  perhaps 
never  excelled,  in  the  annals  of  British  eJiterjirise.** 

The  intelligence  of  this  conquest  was  carried  to  Madras 
by  the  Baracouta ;  and  on  her  arrival  there,  Mr.  Lyons  was 
immediately  appointed  flag-lieutenant  to  the  commander-in- 
chief,  Rear-Admiral  William  O'Brien  Drury,  after  whose  de- 
mise t,  he  continued  in  the  Minden  74,  Captain  Edward 
Wallis  H  oare,  which  ship  was  soon  despatched  to  the  coast 
of  Java,  with  part  of  the  14th  regiment  on  board,  to  await 
the  appearance  of  the  expedition  then  getting  ready  for  the 
reduction  of  that  important  colony  J.  From  the  day  of  her 
arrival  there,  Lieutenant  Lyons  was  constantly  employed  in 
reconnoitring,  and  assisting  Captain  George  Sayer,  of  the 
Leda  frigate,  in  procuring  information  relative  to  the  force 
and  position  of  the  enemy. 

In  obedience  to  the  senior  officer's  directions.  Lieutenant 
Lyons  frequently  reconnoitred  Fort  Marrack,  in  the  Straits 
of  Sunda  ;  and  having  volunteered  an  attack  on  it.  Captain 
Hoare  was  ordered  by  Captain  Sayer  to  place  200  troops,  and 
200  seamen  and  marines,  at  his  disposal. 

Every  thing  was  arranged ;  the  attempt  was  to  bave  been 


♦  See  p.  197. 

t  Mar.  f),  1811.    See  Nar.  Chron.  v.  x.xvi,  pp.  I7f)  my\  iOS. 

\  SeeSuppl.  Part  11.  p.  I!M5. 
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made  at  midnight,  and  the  Leda  and  Minf^en  were  to  have 
appeared  off  the  harbour  at  break  of  day,  to  further  the  oper- 
ations ;  but  alas  !  to  the  unspeakable  mortification  ot  Lieu- 
tenant Lyons,  his  captain  received  information  that  a  large 
reinforcement  had  been  thrown  into  the  fort,  and  therefore 
judged  it  proper  to  defer  the  attack.    The  disappointment  of 
a  young  man," who,  not  yet  21  years  of  age,  had  been  appoint- 
ed to  command  400  brave  fellows,  on  such  an  occasion,  may 
he  more  easily  conceived  than  described — however,  an  oppor- 
tunity occurred  soon  after  of  attacking  the  same  place,  under 
circumstances  still  more  desirable  for  him,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  official  letters : — 

**H.  M.  S.  Minden,  Straits  ofSunda,  July  31,  181 1. 
*'Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that,  iu  compliance  with  Captain 
Saycr'a  directions,  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Lyons,  of  this  ship,  on  the  25th 
inst.  with  her  launch  and  cutter,  containing  19  prisoners  of  war,  with 
directions  to  land  them  at  Batavia,  and  whilst  there  and  on  his  return,  to 
gain  all  the  information  possible  as  to  the  enemy's  movements  on  this  part 
of  Java. 

"  On  approaching  Marrack,  Lieutenant  Lyons*  extreme  zeal  for  the 
service  induced  him,  with  the  force  he  commanded,  to  attack  that  fortress, 
the  success  of  which  so  very  far  surpasses  all  my  iderx  of  possibility,  with  so 
small  a  force,  that  any  comment  from  me  would  be  superfluous. 

"I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Lyons  to  state  his  reasons  for  niaklng  the 
attack,  and  his  mode  of  doing  so,  which  I  enclose  for  your  consideration  ; 
and  have  only  to  add,  that  his  conduct  on  every  former  occasion,  since  he 
has  been  under  my  command,  has  merited  my  warmest  approliution  and 
esteem.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  E.  W.  Hoare." 

"  To  Commodore  Broughton,  S^c  Sfc.  ^c" 

(enclosure.) 

"  H.  M.  S.  Mindtn,  July  31,1811. 

««Sir, In  obedience  to  your  directions,  to  state  my  reasons  for  attack- 
ing Fort  Marrack,  on  Tuesday,  the  3()th  inst.  witli  two  boats'  crews  of 
H.  M.  S.  Minden,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  tlie  annexed  letter,  which  I  regret 
miscarried,  notwithstanding  my  onrnest  endeavours  to  forward  it. 

"  You  likewise  desire  me  to  utiscribe  the  mode  of  attack,  which  was  as 

follows : — 

"  Having  made  every  necessary  arrangement  during  the  day,  I  placed 
the  boats  at  sunset  behind  a  point  which  sheltered  thcni  from  the  view  of 
the  enemy's  sentinels;  at  half-past  twelve,  the  moon  sinking  in  the  horizon, 
we  proceeded  to  the  attack,  and  were  challenged  by  the  sentinels  on  rpcn- 
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ing  the  point ;  at  this  instant  a  volley  of  musketry  from  the  enemy  pre- 
cluded all  hope  of  a  surprise,  I  therefore  ran  the  boats  aground  in  a  heavy 
surf,  under  the  embrasures  of  the  lower  tier  of  guns,  and  placed  the  lad- 
ders on  them,  which  were  mounted  with  that  bravery  inherent  in  British 
seamen,  whilst  a  few  men  placed  for  the  purpose,  killed  three  of  the  enemy 
in  the  act  of  putting  matches  to  the  guns.  A  few  minutes  put  us  in  pos- 
session of  the  lower  l)attery,  when  we  formed  the  men,  and  stormed  the 
upper  one:  on  reaching  the  summit  of  the  hill,  we  perceived  the  garrison 
drawn  up  to  receive  us;  they  sustained  our  fire,  but  fled  from  the  charge, 
on  my  calling  to  them,  that  we  had  400  men,  and  would  give  no  quarter. 

"At  one  o'clock,  the  other  battery  and  two  gun-boats  opened  their  fire 
upon  us,  which  we  returned  with  a  few  guns,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the  men 
were  employed  in  disabling  the  guns  in  our  possession,  and  many  other 
parts  of  the  battery  which  it  was  practicable  to  destroy  :  we  had  completed 
this  by  day-light,  when  I  judged  it  prudent  to  embark ;  on  reaching  the 
boats,  I  had  the  mortification  to  find  the  launch  bilged,  and  beaten  up  so 
high  by  the  surf,  as  to  leave  no  prospect  of  getting  her  afloat ;  1  therefore 
felt  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to  embark  the  men  in  the  cutter. 

"  The  sun  was  now  rising,  and  I  humbly  flatter  myself,  the  momentary 
gratification  the  enemy  may  have  felt  by  our  leaving  the  launch,  must  have 
vanished  when  he  beheld  a  small  boat  bearing  away  his  colours,  a  public 
and  undeniable  proof  of  the  few  men  who  attacked  him,  amounting  to  only 
thirty-five,  including  officers.  • 

"  Having  detailed  the  particulars  of  this  little  enterprise,  I  beg  to  point 
out  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  very  conspicuous  gallantry  of  Mr.  William 
Langton,  midshipman,  who  received  a  slight  wound  from  a  bayonet,  and 
of  Mr.  Charles  Henry  Franks,  a  youth  of  fifteen,  who  volunteered  to  hoist 
the  Britisli  colours,  a  service  he  performed  most  gallantly,  under  a  heavy 
fire  •.  I  hope  the  above  detail  may  be  considered  a  sufficient  panegyric  on 
the  bravery  of  the  seamen  employed,  and  I  have  heartfelt  satisfaction  in 
adding,  that  we  had  only  four  men  slij^htly  wounded ;  I  imagine  the  loss 
of  the  enemy  must  have  been  severe,  but  only  know  of  three  being  killed. 
Marruk  is  situated  on  a  promontory  moimting  54  guns,  (18,  24,  and  32- 
pounders),  and  was  garrisoned  at  that  time  by  180  soldiers,  and  the  crews 
of  two  gun-boats.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  "Edmund  Lyons." 

"  To  Captain  Honre,  H.  M.  S.  Minden." 

(letter  alluded  to  above) 
"//.  M.  S.  Minden's  Launch,  Pulo  Panjaug,  July  28,  1811. 
"  Sir, — 1  had  some  conversation  yesterday  with  several  very  intelligent 
residents  of  IJatavia,  from  which  I  drew  the  following  conclusions, — 

"That  the  enemy  has  no  intiniatiun  of  the  expedition  being  near  Java, 
and  I  am  pretty  well  assured  he  does  not  expect  to  be  attacked  this  mou- 
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soon ;  I  therefore  conceive  an  attack  on  Fort  Marrack,  may  draw  his  forces 
towards  tliat  quarter,  and  make  a  favorable  diversion,  and  for  this  reason  I 
intend  to  storm  it  on  Monday  night,  which  I  hope  may  meet  with  your  ap- 
probation. 

'*  I  beg  to  assure  you,  tliat  Mr.  Langton  and  I  have  succeeded  in  ihspir- 
ing  the  men  with  a  degree  of  confidence  necessary  for  the  undertaking,  and 
have  no  doubt  of  a  favoral)le  issue.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  *'  Edmund  Lyons." 

"  To  Captain  Hoareyffor 

Immediately  after  this  most  splendid  exploit,  Lieutenant 
Lyons  was  despatched  in  the  Minden's  cutter  to  await  Com- 
modore Broughton's  arrival  oflF  Batavia,  and  to  communicate 
to  him  the  destruction  of  Fort  Marrack.  In  a  letter  from 
that  officer  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  dated  Aug.  10, 
1811,  he  says,  "I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  their 
Lordships,  that,  although  the  attack  teas  made  contrary  to 
orders  J  yet  I  cannot  refrain  from  highly  approving  the  gal- 
lantry and  zeal  displayed  on  this  occasion  by  Lieuterumt 
Lyons,  and  the  petty  queers  and  men  under  his  command, 
against  the  very  superior  force  of  the  enemy," 

On  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Broughton,  Lieutenant  Lyons 
was  appointed  to  command  five  gun-boats,  which  had  been  most 
gallantly  taken  a  few  days  before  by  CaptainRobertMaunsell*. 
We  subsequently  find  him  serving  in  the  batteries  opposed  to 
Meester  Cornelis,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Sayer,  who 
had  made  a  special  request  for  him  to  be  thus  employed,  in- 
stead of  returning  to  his  ship,  which  was  then  at  a  distant 
part  of  the  island.  In  answer  to  this  application.  Captain 
Sayer  received  the  following  message  from  Rear-Admiral  the 
Hon.  Robert  Stopford  : — 

"  I  beg  you  will  tell  Mr.  Lyons  from  me,  iXveX  I  consider  myself  fortunate 
and  happy  in  procuring  the  services  of  an  officer  who  so  eminently  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  gallant  and  success/hi  attack  on  Fort  Marrack,  and 
/fully  approve  of  his  remaining  with  you." 

In  order  to  avoid  repetition,  we  must  here  refer  our  readers 
to  the  memoir  of  Captain  Sayer,  C.  B.  for  an  account  of  the 
services  performed  by  the  naval  brigade,  under  his  command, 
during  the  operations  against  the  enemy  in  Java.     It  will 
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there  be  found  stated,  that  Meester  Cornelis  was  taken  by 
assault  on  the  26th  August*. 

At  that  period.  Captain  Sayer,  and  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  had  been  four  months  actively  employed  in  paving 
the  way  for  the  complete  expulsion  of  the  enemy  from  the 
Eastern  hemisphere,  and  their  minds  so  fully  engaged,  that 
they  felt  no  ill  effects  from  the  climate  and  constant  ex- 
posure ;  but  the  evening  after  the  glorious  assault  of  Cornelis, 
when  the  seamen  were  ordered  to  re-embark,  they  were  both 
attacked  with  the  fever,  and  for  some  days  Captain  Sayer's 
life  was  despaired  of.  Lieutenant  Lyons  was  obliged  to  be 
invalided,  and  just  as  he  was  about  to  sail  for  England,  he 
received  the  following  letter  from  his  distinguished  com- 
mander and  friend  :— 


«( 


"  //.  AL  S.  Leda,  Batavia  Roads,  Jug.  31,  1811. 
My  dear  Lyons, — I  should  have  written  to  you  sooner,  but  1  have  been 
80  weak  till  to-day,  that  I  have  been  unable. 

"  I  would  thank  you  for  your  assistance,  but  could  hardly  find  terms 
strong  enough  to  convey  my  meaning. 

"  As  our  acquaintance  has  now  been  of  some  duration,  I  have  taken  a 
few  liberties  with  your  name  to  our  admiral,  that  he  may  publish  to  the 
Admiralty,  the  character  of  so  meritorious  a  fellow  aa  it  deserves  to  be. 
Yours  ever  sincerely. 

(Signed)  **  Geobqe  Sayer." 

"  To  Lieut.  Lyons,  H.  M.  S.  Mimlen." 

Mr.  Lyons  returned  home  with  Captain  Cole,  in  the  Caro- 
line frigate;  and  obtained  the  rank  of  commander.  Mar.  21, 
1812.  In  April,  1813,  he  was  appohited  to  the  Rinaldo  brig, 
on  the  Downs  station,  which  vessel  formed  pail  of  the  squa- 
dron under  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  when  H.  R.  H.,  as  Admiral 
of  the  Fleet,  escorted  Louis  18th  to  France,  and  the  allied 
sovereigns  of  Russia  and  Prussia  to  England.  She  also 
brought  over  from  Boulogne,  Mr.  Planta,  the  bearer  of  the 
treaty  of  PariB. 

Captain  Lyons*  post  commission  bears  date  June  7-,  1814  ; 
from  which  period  he  remained  unemployed  till  Jan.  18, 1828, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  the  Blonde  46,  fitting  for  the  Me- 
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diterranean.  On  the  30th  Oct.  following,  he  reported  to 
Vice-Admiral  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm,  commander-in-chief  on 
that  station,  the  submission  of  the  last  hold  of  the  Turks  in 
the  Peloponnesus :  the  following  is  an  extract  of  his  official 
letter  to  that  officer : — 

"  In  obeyinjj  your  order  to  act  in  concert  with  the  senior  officer  of  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty's  ships,  I  have  had  the  f?ood  fortune  of  finding 
uiyself  associated  with  those  distinguislied  officers,  Captains  Mauduit  Du- 
plessis,  of  la  Duchesse  de  Derri ;  Hugon,  oiVArmide;  and  Villeneuve,  of 
la  Didon ;  and  in  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  Blonde,  I  at  the  same 
time  describe  tliose  of  the  French  frigates }  for  I  assure  you,  that  through- 
out an  arduous  service  of  twelve  days  and  nights,  in  very  unfavourable 
weather,  the  most  perfect  concert  and  hearty  co-operation  have  been  in- 
variably manifested. 

"  On  the  18th  instant.  General  Schneider  exprassed  a  wish  that  four 
IS-pounders  should  be  landed  from  each  ship  ;  and  in  less  than  four  hours 
they  were  on  shore,  with  all  their  appointments  ;  the  difficulties  occasioned 
by  the  surf  on  the  beach  being  overcome  by  the  fine  spirit  which  animated 
all,  French  and  English  being  in  the  water  mutually  assisting  each  other. 
In  this  operation,  the  zeal  and  intelligence  of  Lieutenant  Thomas  Saumarez 
Brock  were  very  conspicuous. 

"  On  the  20th  instant.  Lieutenants  Alfred  Luckraft  and  Sidney  Colpoys 
Dacrcs ;  Messrs.  Mocklcr,  Hay,  Blair,  and  Austen,  mates ;  and  Messrs. 
de  Saumarez,  Kennedy,  Hawkins,  and  Dor,  midshipmen,  landed  with  a 
party  of  seamen  and  commenced  making  the  batteries,  under  the  direction 
of  the  French  officers  of  engineers  and  artillery. 

"  At  nine  o'clock  on  the  22d,  the  battery  opened  its  fire  on  Morca 
Castle,  and  in  a  few  hours  silenced  the  guns  opposed  to  it ;  but  as  the 
army  advanced  in  their  approaches  to  the  breaching  battery,  the  castle 
opened  fresh  guns,  which  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  marine  battery  to 
fire  at  intervals,  for  eight  days  and  nights. 

"  Last  evening,  the  guns  of  the  frigates,  with  two  24-pounder8,  which 
Admiral  de  Rigny  landed  from  the  Conquerant  on  his  arrival,  and  such  of 
the  battering  train  as  the  weather  enabled  us  to  disembark,  were  fairly 
established  in  the  two  breaching  batteries,  named  by  Lieut.-Oen.  Maison, 
Charles  X.  and  George  IF.,  the  French  and  English  guns  being  promis- 
cuously placed  in  each ;  and  at  day.light  this  morning,  together  \vith  the 
mortar  battery  and  the  iEtna  bomb,  opened  such  a  tremendous  fire  on  the 
castle  as  to  produce,  in  four  hours,  an  unconditional  surrender. 

"  I  am  sure  you  will  be  glad  to  find,  that  the  zeal  and  professional  talent 
exhibited  by  Captain  Stephen  Lushington,  his  officers,  and  ship's  company, 
have  excited  the  admiration  of  all. 

"  The  iEtna  was  worked  up  in  the  night,  under  reefed  courses,  and 
close  reefed  topsails,  anchored,  and  sprung,  with  such  precision,  within 
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800  yards  of  the  castle,  as  to  enable  that  iiUelligent  officer.  Lieutenant 
George  Logan,  of  the  royal  marine  artillery,  to  throw  102  shells  into  the 
castle,  only  the  first  four  going  too  far.  Captain  Lushington  assures  me, 
that  he  received  the  most  valuable  assistance  from  Lieutenant  Baldwin  W. 
Walker. 

The  gallantry  and  zeal  displayed  by  our  countrymen  on 
this  occasion  are  highly  eulogised  by  the  commander  of  the 
French  forces,  the  Marquis  Maison,  in  his  official  despatches, 
dated  Oct.  31,  at  which  period  the  British  colours  were  flying 
alongside  the  lily  of  France,  upon  the  lately  supposed  im- 
pregnable walls  of  the  "  Chateau  de  Morea." 

Captain  Lyons  married,  July  18,  1814,  Augusta,  second 
daughter  of  the  late  Captain  Josias  Rogers,  who  commanded 
the  Quebec  frigate,  at  the  capture  of  the  French  West  Indian 
islands,  in  1794,  and  was  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  a  gallant  and 
prosperous  career,  to  the  infinite  sorrow  of  his  patron,  Ad- 
miral Sir  John  Jervis,  who  pronounced  him  to  have  **  a  mind 
fertile  in  resources^  a  clear  head,  and  a  gallant  heart."  Mrs. 
Lyons  is  a  niece  to  the  late  Rear-Admiral  Thomas  Rogers, 
who  died  suddenly  in  her  arms,  at  Tours,  in  France,  Sept.  20, 
1814. 


SIR  CHARLES  SULLIVAN,  Bart. 

Third  son  of  Sir  Richard  Joseph  Sullivan,  Bart.  M.  P.  for 
Seaford,  who  died  in  1806,  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Lodge,  of  Leeds,  Esq.  He  was  born  June  8,  1791 ;  made 
lieutenant,  April  25,  1808;  commander.  Mar.  24,  1812;  ap- 
pointed to  the  Penelope  troop-ship,  Oct.  26,  1813;  and 
posted  June  7»  1814.  Since  the  peace  he  has  commanded 
the  Galatea  frigate,  employed  in  various  services,  for  the  usual 
period  of  three  years. 

This  officer  married,  Nov.  21,  1818,  the  only  daughter  of 
Robert  Taylor,  of  Ember  Court,  co.  Surrey,  Esq.  His  eldest 
surviving  brother.  Sir  Henry  Sullivan,  Bart.  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel of  the  first  regiment  of  Foot  Guards,  was  killed  before 
Bayoune,  in  April,  1814. 

Agent, '^i,  Copland,  Esq. 
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RICHARD  FOLEY,  Esq. 

Son  of  the  late  Richard  Foley,  of  Haverfordwest,  co.  Pem- 
broke, Esq.  and  nephew  to  Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Foley, 
G.  C.  B.  under  whose  auspices  he  entered  the  navy,  as  a 
midshipman,  on  board  the  Elephant  74,  in  1800.  After  the 
battle  of  Copenhagen,  we  find  him  serving  in  the  Medusa 
frigate.  Captain  (now  Sir  John)  Gore,  and  subsequently  in 
the  Ambuscade  32,  Captain  William  D'Urban,  on  the  Medi- 
terranean station.  In  1806,  he  received  a  wound,  at  the 
siege  of  the  Tremiti  islands*.  Hia  first  commission  bears 
date  April  24,  1807. 

From  this  period  Mr.  Foley  successively  served  as  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Illustrious  74,  Eagle  of  the  same  force,  and 
Barfleur  98,  until  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Zenobiu 
brig,  employed  on  the  coasts  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  May  11, 
1812.     He  obtained  post  rank,  June  7>  1814. 

The  death  of  Captain  Foley's  father  has  been  alluded  to  in 
our  memoir  of  Sir  Thomas  Foley,  where  we  have  also  given 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Nelson  to  his  gallant  companion 
in  arms,  condoling  with  him  on  his  loss,  and  desiring  always 
to  be  reminded  of  his  nophewf. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Chard. 
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HENRY  JENKINSON,  Esq. 

Eldest  son  of  Lieutenant-General  John  Jenkinson.  He 
was  made  lieutenant,  Dec.  U,  1800;  promoted  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Jasper  brig,  Aug.  13,  1812  j  and  posted  June  7, 

1814. 

Captain  Jenkinson  married    a  daughter  of  the  late  Sir 

Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  Bart. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 
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JOHN  MARSHALL,  Esq. 

y4  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath ;  Knight 
of  the  Highest  Russian  Military  Order  of  St.  George;  and  Knight  of 
the  Swedish  Military  Order  of  the  Sword. 

This  officer  obtained  the  rank  of  commander,  Oct.  24, 
1812 ;  and  was  a  passenger  on  board  the  Java,  when  that 
frigate  was  captured  by  the  Americans,  in  the  month  of  Dec. 
following*. 

On  the  11th  Nov.  1813,  Captain  Marshall  was  appointed 
to  the  Shamrock  brig,  then  employed  in  the  arduous  and 
severe  services  which  led  to  the  investment,  and  finally  to 
the  surrender,  of  Gluckstadt  and  Hamburgh. 

Immediately  after  he  had  joined  the  Shamrock,  off  Cux- 
haven.  Captain  Marshall  was  sent  higher  up  the  Elbe,  with 
a  detachment  of  gun-boats  under  his  orders,  for  the  purpose 
of  watching  the  enemy  at  Gluckstadt  until  the  arrival  of 
Baron  de  Boy^,  who  was  then  marching  towards  that  for- 
tress. The  subsequent  operations  of  the  allied  Anglo-Swedish 
forces,  are  thus  officially  described  by  Captain  Arthur  Far- 
quhar,  the  senior  British  officer : — 

"  December,  ^Z,  1813. 

*'  On  Sunday^  the  19th  instant,  I  was  made  acquainted,  by  letter  from 
Captain  Marshall,  that  a  detachment  of  the  Swedish  army  was  advancing 
towards  Gluckstadt;  T  determined  to  move  up  next  morning  with  H.  M.  S. 
Desir^e  and  the  Blazer,  but  the  weather  was  so  extremely  thick  that  it  was 
impossible  to  move :  the  same  day  I  received  another  communication  from 
Captain  Marshall,  that  Stoar  battery,  a  little  below  Gluckstadt,  was 
attacked  by  the  Swedes,  when  the  enemy  set  fire  to  the  gun-carriages, 
spiked  their  guns,  and  retreated  into  the  town  j  I  therefore  resolved  to 
proceed  up  the  river  that  night  in  a  gun-boat,  and  ordered  the  frigate  and 
brig  to  come  up  as  soon  as  the  weather  should  clear.  They  arrived  this 
morning." 

"  January  2,  1814. 

"  On  the  23d  ult.,  six  32-pounders  were  landed,  to  be  formed  into  a 
battery,  assisted  by  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines  of  this  ship,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Green  (late  of  the  Shamrock),  Lieutenants  Haultain 
and  Archer,  and  Mr.  George  Richardson,  midshipman.    On  the  25th,  two 


•  See  Captain  Henry  1)uc!e  Chads,  C.  B. 


■' 


POST-CAPTAINS    OF 


1814. 


391 


ijiina  only  were  in  battery,  which  were  intended  to  flunk  the  i>ier-heiMl  and 
enemy's  gun-boats :  from  the  extreme  badness  of  the  roads,  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  engineers  did  not  prepare  for  more,  conceiving  that  those, 
in  a  joint  attack,  might  prove  suflScient. 

"  There  was  not  water  to  enable  the  Desir^e  to  approach  within  gun- 
shot of  the  fortress :  to  obviate  tliis  misfortune  as  much  as  possible,  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  strengthen  our  attack,  by  putting  two  long  18- 
pounders  from  this  ship  into  each  brig.  On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  I 
ordered  the  gun-boats  to  cannonade  the  town.  On  the  following  morning, 
a  general  attack  was  made  by  the  brigs  and  gun-boats,  under  the  imme- 
diate direction  of  Captain  iMarshrll,  which  was  kept  up  with  great  spirit 
the  principal  part  of  the  day,  and  did  the  enemy  considerable  injury  in 
the  fortress,  as  well  as  sinking  one  of  his  gun-boats. 

"  On  the  27th,  the  attack  was  renewed  with  equal  spirit  and  effect,  and 
continued  on  the  morning  of  the  28th.  Finding,  however,  the  fire  from  the 
fortress  still  continued  extremely  heavy,  and  well-directed,  both  to  the  sea 
and  land,  it  was  resolved,  without  delay,  to  strengthen  our  batteries ;  and, 
for  that  purpose,  I  lost  no  time  in  landing  two  long  1 8-pounders  from  this 
ship,  and  two  mortars  taken  from  the  enemy  at  Cuxhaven  *. 

"  Having,  on  the  31st,  completed  our  batteries,  consisting,  the  first  of  two 
long  18-pounders,  served  with  red-hot  shot ;  the  second  of  four  32-pounders, 
and  the  third  of  two  mortars,  exclusive  of  those  of  the  co-operating  land 
force;  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  a  most  tremendous  attack  was 
made  on  the  enemy's  works,  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  continued  until  this 
night ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  town  was  fired  in  several  places,  the  gar- 
rison still  returned  a  very  spirited  and  determined  opposition. 

^'January  6,  1814. 

"On  the  4th,  the  garrison  was  summoned;  but  the  governor's  answer 
(requesting  that  he  might  be  allowed  time  to  send  to  his  sovereign  at 
Copenhagen)  being  inadmissible,  I  again  ordered  the  squadron  to  advance 
to  the  attack.  Negociations  were  then  happily  set  on  foot,  and  yesterday 
this  extremely  strong  fortress,  which  has  been  several  times  besieged  by 
powerful  armies,  but  never  carried,  was,  at  length,  after  an  investment  of 
sixteen  days,  and  a  most  effectual  bombardment  of  six,  surrendered  to  a 
division  of  the  Crown  Prince  of  Sweden's  army,  under  the  command  of 
Baron  de  Boy<'%  and  that  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  squadron  under  my 
command,  as  per  mari^in  f.  But  in  justice  to  the  governor  and  garrison  of 
Gluckstadt,  I  beg  to  state,  that  they  <lefended  their  post  as  brave  men,  and 
th«t  the  cause  of  humanity  appears  to  have  determined  the  governor  to  sur- 
render. 


^1 


:  i 


..  1 


ft 


♦  See  Captain  Andrew  Pellet  Green. 
t  The  same  vessels  as  were  with  him  at  Cuxhaven,  i)Ut  reinforced  by  tho 
Hearty  brig,  Captain  James  Uose ;  and  a  gun-boat,  No.  12,  Lieutenant 
John  Henderson 
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'•The  city  has  suffered  much  by  fire,  as  well  as  in  deaths,  and  I  firmly 
believe,  a  few  days'  bombardment  would  have  entirely  destroyed  it.  On 
the  nights  of  the  2d  and  3d,  we  had  two  18-pounders  and  two  32-pounder9 
within  point-blank,  constantly  at  work  with  red-hot  shot,  besides  the  mortar 
and  rocket  battery,  which  caused  immense  destruction,  and  kept  the  city 
in  constant  flames. 

"  I  have  now  a  most  pleasant  duty  to  perform,  in  expressini?  my  best 
thanks  and  praise  of  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men  employed  in 
this  most  arduous  service,  both  by  land  and  water,  at  this  inclement  season 
of  the  year  •  ♦  •  • ;  both  brigs  and  gun-boats  have  received  a  consider- 
able number  of  shot  in  their  hulls,  and  rigging  much  cut.  Nos.  I  and  12 
gun-boats  were  dismasted;  but  the  damage  has  been  replaced,  and  the 
squadron  is  again  in  an  effective  state.  *  •  •  •. 

(Signed)  "Arthur  Farquhar.'* 

The  "almost  miraculously  small  loss"  of  the  British  on 
this  occasion  has  been  stated  at  p.  934  of  Vol.  11.  Part  II. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  that  part  of  Captain  Farquhar's 
official  letter  to  Admiral  Young  which  did  not  appear  in 
the  London  Gazette : — the  cause  of  its  suppression  we  are  at 
a  loss  to  surmise : — 

"To  Captain  Marshall  I  am  particularly  indebted  for  his  zeal  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty.  To  Captains  Banks  and  Rose,  Lieutenant  Kneeshaw, 
and  Sir  George  Keith,  every  praise  is  due  for  their  able  support  during 
the  bombardment.  Lieutenant  Kneeshaw,  who  will  have  the  honor  of 
carrying  home  this  despatch,  is  an  officer  of  great  merit :  his  attention  to 
his  duty,  since  he  has  been  under  my  command,  claims  my  warmest  ap- 
probation. He  is  an  old  officer,  and  has  lost  his  right  arm  in  the  service  of 
his  country. 

"  I  am  also  much  indebted  to  Captain  Green,  who  commanded  the  sea- 
men's battery,  and  under  him  Lieutenants  Haultain  (volunteer)  and  Archer 
(2d  of  this  ship),  and  Mr.  George  Richardson,  midshipman,  who  has  served 
his  time,  and  passed  for  a  lieutenant  more  than  two  years.  Our  shore  bat- 
teries did  the  fortress  incalculable  mischief. 

"The  service  the  gun-boats  has  been  employed  on  since  under  my  com- 
mand, I  am  sure  will  be  duly  appreciated  by  you.  Sir,  as  well  as  by  my 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty :  for  these  last  three  months,  a 
more  trying  and  arduous  service  than  that  they  have  been  engaged  in  (both 
officers  and  men),  particularly  against  this  place,  and  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  never  was  performed,  and  this  without  a  murmur  or  complaint.  Lieu- 
tenant Hanmer,  as  senior  officer,  I  cannot  omit  to  mention ;  a  more  zealous 
officer  does  not  exist.  Lieutenant  Henderson  was  of  the  greatest  assistance 
to  me  during  the  whole  time  I  was  in  the  river  Weser. 

"  Messrs.  Thomas  Riches  and  John  Hallowes,  petty  officers,  have  com. 
manded  gun-boats  ever  since  they  were  fitted  out,  and  I  beg  most  strongly 
to  recommend  them  as  young  men  highly  deserving  promotion.    I  cannot 
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close  tWa  account  without  doing  justice  to  Lieutenant  Jack,  at  present  tlic 
senior  lieutenant  of  this  ship,  who  has  carried  on  the  service  witii  great 
activity  on  all  occasions,  and  particularly  when  my  personal  attendance 
was  required  on  shore,  in  diflferent  situations  during  the  siege." 

On  the  9tii  Jan.  1814,  after  considerable  difficulty  from  the 
ice,  the  Shamrock  entered  the  haven  of  Gluckstadt,  and  took 
possession  of  the  Danish  flotilla  there,  consisting  of  one  brig 
and  seven  gun-boats.  From  thence  Captain  Marshall  was 
despatched  to  Kiel,  in  order  to  establish  the  claims  of  the 
British  squadron  to  the  enemy's  vessels,  naval  stores,  &c. 
taken  in  the  Elbe. 

On  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  the  Shamrock  proceeded  to 
Cuxhaven,  where  she  remained  whilst  six  of  the  gun-boats, 
under  the  directions  of  her  only  Lieutenant,  Mr.  James 
Edgecombe,  co-operated  with  the  allies  at  the  reduction  of 
Hamburgh  and  Haarbourgh. 

Captain  Marshall  was  advanced  to  post-rank,  June  7» 
1814;  and  nominated  a  C.  B.  in  June,  1815.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  latter  year  he  obtained  the  royal  license 
and  permission  to  accept  and  wear  the  insignia  of  the  foreign 
orders  mentioned  at  the  commencement  of  this  memoir, 
**  with  which  their  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesties,  the  Em- 
peror of  all  the  Russias,  and  the  King  of  Sweden,  had  respec- 
tively honored  him,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  which 
those  Sovereigns  entertained  of  his  bravery  aud  services  dur- 
ing the  siege  of  Gluckstadt,  and  at  the  blockade  of  Ham- 
burgh and  Haarburgh  *." 

In  1826,  Captain  Marshall  was  appointed  superintendant 
of  the  lazarettos  at  Milford,  from  whence  he  removed  to  the 
quarantine  establishment  in  Standgate  Creek,  about  Jan. 
1827.  He  married,  in  1828,  Augusta  Eliza,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  J.  Wynne,  of  Garthmello,  co.  Denbigh,  Esq.  and 
grand- daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  S.  Parr,  Prebendary  of  St. 
Pauls. 


Ill 
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•  London  Gazette,  Jan.  10, 1816. 
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EDWARD  SAURIN,  Esq. 

A  Commissioner  of  the  Stamp  Office. 

Son  of  the  Right  Hon.  William  Saurin,  late  Attorney-Ge- 
neral for  Ireland. 

We  first  find  this  officer  serving  as  master's-mate  of  tlie 
Emerald  frigate,  Captain  Frederick  Lewis  Maitland,  and  as- 
sisting at  the  destruction  of  I'Apropos,  French  national 
schooner,  in  Vivero  harbour.  Mar.  14,  1808  *.  His  first 
commission  bears  date  May  2,  1810. 

Early  in  the  following  year,  Lieutenant  Saurin  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  Alcmene  38,  fitting  for  the  Mediterranean  station, 
where  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  right  arm.  May  22, 
1812. 

The  boats  of  that  ship  had  been  placed  under  his  command 
by  Captain  Edwards  Lloyd  Graham,  and  despatched  from 
Lissa,  to  intercept  any  of  the  enemy's  convoys  that  might 
attempt  to  pass  between  Curzola  and  the  main.  After  cap- 
turing two  or  three  small  vessels  laden  with  wine,  they  ren- 
dezvoused at  an  adjacent  island,  from  the  top  of  which  two 
sail  were  soon  discovered.  Four  of  the  boats  immediately 
went  in  chase,  leaving  Mr.  Holbrook  (senior)  midshipman, 
with  the  launch,  having  a  12-pounder  carronade  mounted,  to 
protect  the  prizes  already  taken. 

The  sun  was  setting  when  Lieutenant  Saurin  left  the 
island,  and  the  boats  did  not  get  sight  of  the  strangers  until 
10  p.  M.,  when  they  were  again  seen.  Soon  afterwards,  5 
more  were  discovered ;  and  their  numbers  continued  to  in- 
crease until  at  length  thirteen  sail  could  be  counted.  The 
boats  had  formed  in  a  line,  and  were  within  gun-shot  of  two 
of  the  largest,  when  Lieutenant  Saurin  ordered  them  to  pull  up 
and  board  one  which  he  imagined  to  be  an  armed  vessel.  The 
enemy  were  silent  until  the  pinnace  gave  them  a  shot  from 
a  small  brass  piece  mounted  in  her  bow,  upon  which  seve- 
ral of  them  instantaneously  opened  their  fire.  She  continued 
to  advance,  and  had  got  alongside  the  immediate  object  of 
attack,  when  a  carronade  was  discharged  into  her,  loaded  with 


*  See  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  p.  394,  et  scq. 
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landgridge-shot  and  muBket-balls,  which  made  a  dreadful 
havoc  among  her  crew.  The  other  boats,  having  tal<en  their 
stations,  were  now  attempting  to  board  also,  encouraged  by  the 
voice  and  example  of  their  gallant  leader,  who,  although  badly 
wounded,  still  persevered,  and,  after  some  time,  gained  a  foot- 
ing on  her  deck.  At  length  the  vessel  was  carried  j  but  not 
until  the  whole  of  her  crew  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
On  finding  that  she  was  subdued,  the  others  turned  their  fire 
upon  her,  nor  did  they  discontinue  it  until  she  was  towed  out 
of  gun-shot.  The  slaughter  on  the  part  of  the  British  was 
likewise  dreadful — the  pinnace  alone  had  no  less  than  20 
officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded;  Lieutenant  Saurin 
was  shot  through  the  right  wrist  and  left  arm,  his  neck-clotli 
was  cut  through  the  different  folds,  and  his  sabre  broken  by 
a  ball.  Lieutenant  Webb,  R.  M.  was  shot  in  the  leg,  and 
Mr.  Hoi  brook  (junior),  midshipman,  through  the  body.  The 
assistant- surgeon  also  was  wounded,  in  one  of  the  other  boats. 
In  the  official  account  of  this  sanguinary  affair,  no  part  of 
which  was  ever  published,  the  names  of  midshipmen  OiikcH, 
Johnson,  Peake*,  and  Holbrook  (junior),  are  mentioned  in 
terms  of  commendation  f. 

Mr.  Saurin  obtained  the  rank  of  commander  Dec.  12, 
1812 ;  and  a  pension,  the  present  amount  of  which  is  300/. 
per  annum,  Feb.  24,  1813.  He  was  appointed  to  the  Hope 
brig_j  July  6,  in  the  latter  year,  and  promoted  to  post  rank 
June  7,  1814. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 
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EDWARD  HODDER,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant  in  1794 ;  commander  April  27, 1801 ; 
appointed  to  the  Tisiphone  sloop,  stationed  off  Lymington, 
April  13,  1813  j  and  posted  June  27-  1814. 


*  Now  Lieutenant  Charles  Peake,  of  whom  we  have  spoken  at  p.  344 
of  Suppl.  Part  II. 

+  Mr.  Holbrook  (senior),  immediately  he  heard  the  firing,  hastened  to  the 
assistance  of  his  friends,  and  was  of  great  service  in  securing  the  dearly 
purchased  prize,  in  towuig  her  during  the  night,  and  in  taking  care  of  the 
wounded. 
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In  April,  1820,  Captain  Hodder  was  assaulted  in  Hyde 
Park,  by  an  armed  black,  who,  under  a  threat  of  charging 
him  with  an  offence  of  a  detestable  nature,  extorted  some 
money  from  him.  Captain  Hodder  caused  the  miscreant  to 
be  instantly  apprehended,  and  in  the  following  month  he  was 
executed  at  the  Old  Bailev. 

Captain  Hodder  died  in  France,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  year. 


JOHN  HARDY  GODBY,Esq. 

Son  of  the  late  John  Godby,  Esq.  Steward  of  the  Uoyal 
Hospital,  Greenwich,  by  a  daughter  of  Josiah  Hardy,  Esq. 
H.  M.  Consul  at  Cadiz,  and  formerly  Governor  of  the  Jerseys, 
North  America  *. 

He  was  made  lieutenant  in  1800 ;  commander  Sept.  25, 
1806 ;  appointed  to  the  Prospero  sloop,  Nov.  18,  1809 ;  and 
posted  June  27,  1814.  On  the  17th  Feb.  1811,  he  destroyed 
a  Danish  privateer  cutter,  of  2  guns  and  25  men,  near  Chris- 
tiansand,  on  the  coast  of  Norway. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 


CHRISTOPHER  STRACHEY,  Esq. 

Knight  of  the  Imperial  Russian  Order  of  St.  fVladimcr. 

This  officer  was  made  lieutenant  in  1798 ;  and  promoted 
to  the  command  of  the  Jalouse  brig,  April  29,  1802.  On  the 
i4th  June,  in  the  following  yeJir,  he  assisted  at  ♦he  capture  of 
la  Commode  French  national  brig,  and  I'lnabordable  schooner, 
each  mcmnting  4  heavy  guns.  In  the  pcrfornuuicc  of  this 
service,  the  master's-mate  of  the  Jalouse  was  badly  woundedf. 

We  next  find  Captain  Strachey  commanding  the  Dauntless 
praam,  on  the  Downs  station,  from  whence  he  was  sent,  with 
two  other  vessels  of  the  same  description  under  his  orders,  to 


•  Sco  Siippl.  Pur»  II.  p.  361, '/  n'(j. 
"*  t  Sec  Suppl.  Part  I.  p.  \2. 
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assist  in  the  defence  of  Dcntzic,  where  he  arrived  about 
May  13,  18(>7«  His  gallant  attempt  to  relieve  the  besieged 
garrison,  and  the  capture  of  the  Dauntless,  by  the  French 
troops  on  the  banks  of  the  Vistula,  have  been  related  at 
p.  232  of  Suppl.  Part  I. 

Captain  Strachey  obtained  post  rank  June  28,  1814  ;  and 
permission  to  accept  and  wear  the  insignia  of  the  above  Order 
(conferred  upon  him  for  his  services  before  Dantzic),  Mar. 
20,  1820. 

Agent. — J.  Copland,  Esq. 


n 
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CHARLES  SHAW,  Esq. 

Second  son  of  Sir  John  Gregory  Shaw,  Bart,  by  Theodosia 
Margaret,  third  daughter  of  John,  second  Lord  Monson. 

This  officer  was  born  Aug.  18,  1785  ;  and  promoted  to  the 
command  of  the  Philomel  brig,  on  the  Mediterranean  station, 
Sept.  26,  1811.  In  Aug.  1812,  he  ran  a  French  privateer 
■polacre  on  shore,  near  Valencia,  where  she  was  burnt  by  her 
jcrew  to  prevent  him  getting  possession  of  her.  His  post 
commission  bears  date  July  1,  1814. 

Captain  Shaw  returned  home  in  the  Termagant  28,  and 
was  subsequently  employed  for  a  short  time  on  the  East 
Indian  station.  He  married,  April  13,  1822,  Frances  Ann, 
fourth  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Hawlcy,  Bart. ;  and  died  at 
Pembury,  co.  Kent,  May  2,  1829. 


JAMES  WEMYSS,  ESQ. 

Af.  P./orFi/rsfiire. 

This  officer  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  General  \\'oiuys», 
of  Wemyss,  M.  P.  by  a  daughter  of  the  first  General  Sir 
William  Erskine,  who  served  in  America,  and  subsequently 
on  the  continent  with  H.  11.  H.  the  Duke  of  York.  His 
cousin,  we  believe,  is  the  present  Duchess  of  Gordon. 

Mr.  Wemyss  was  born  in  1789;  and  he  entered  the  navy, 
as  a  midshipman  on  board  the  Unicorn  frigate,  Captain  Charles 
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Wemyss,  in  1801.  We  afterwards  find  him  serving  in  the 
Tonnant  80,  and  Culloden  74 ;  the  former  ship  commanded 
by  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  now  Viscount  Exmonth,  and  employed 
off  Ferrol  and  Corunna ;  the  latter  bearing  that  officer's  flag, 
as  commander-in-chief  in  India. 

In  1807,  Mr.  Wemyss  acted  as  lieutenant  of  the  Victor 
sloop,  Captain  George  Bell,  and  bore  a  part  in  one  of  the 
most  sanguinary  fights  that  ever  took  place  on  any  vessel's 
deck :  the  official  account  thereof  will  be  found  at  p.  33  etseq. 
of  Suppl.  Part  II.  Some  time  after  this  severe  conflict,  he 
passed  his  examination,  and  was  immediately  appointed  flag- 
lieutenant  to  Sir  Edward  Pellew,  with  whom  he  also  served 
as  such  in  the  Christian  VII.  80,  and  Caledonia  1 10,  off  the 
Scheldt  and  in  the  Mediterranean ;  on  which  latter  station 
he  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Pylades  sloop,  Feb.  1, 
1812. 

On  the  5th  Oct.  1813,  Captain  Wemyss  assisted  at  the 
capture  of  29  French  vessels,  lying  in  Port  d'Anzo,  chiefly 
laden  with  timber  for  the  arsenal  at  Toulon*.  In  April  1814, 
he  received  the  public  thanks  of  Sir  Josias  Rowley,  for  his 
''ready  assistance"  during  the  successful  operations  against 
Genoa  f. 

Immediately  after  the  reduction  of  that  fortress.  Captain 
Wemyss  was  appointed  to  command  the  Rainbow  26,  which 
ship  he  paid  off  in  the  month  of  Dec.  following.  His  post 
commission  bears  date  July  1,  1814. 

Captain  Wemyss  married,  Aug.  8, 1826,  Lady  Emma  Hay^ 
sister  to  the  Earl  of  Errol. 

Agent.^'V,  Collier,  Esq. 


WILLIAM  M'CULLOCH,  Esq. 

Was  born  in  1780;  made  lieutenant  Sept.  28,  1807;  com- 
mander Jan.  22,  1810 ;  and  post  captain  July  8,  1814.  He 
subsequently  commanded  the  Barrosa  frigate  on  the  Leeward 


•  Sec  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  p.  423. 
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Fslands  station,  where  he  captured  an  American  letter  of 
marque  and  several  unarmed  merchantmen.  From  Aug. 
1815  until  his  demise,  in  June,  1825,  he  had  the  direction  of 
the  eastern  division  of  the  coast  blocliade  service. 


ARDEN  ADDERLEY,  Esq. 

Received  his  first  commission  April  6,  1804,  and  served 
as  lieutenant  on  board  the  Hibernia  110,  bearing  the  flag 
of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  who  made  him  a  commander  Aug.  4, 
1806. 

On  the  21st  Feb.  181 1,  Captain  Adderlcy,  then  in  tlie  Echo 
sloop,  on  the  Downs  station,  captured  la  Confiance  French 
privateer  schooner,  of  16  guns  and  62  men.  His  next  ap- 
pointment was  to  the  Crocus  brig,  in  which  vessel  he  cap- 
tured le  Formica  privateer,  of  2  guns  and  25  men,  on  the 
coast  of  Barbary,  Sept.  4,  1812.  He  obtained  post  rank 
July  19,  1814. 

Agent. — J.  Copland,  Esq. 


JAMES  BOXER,  Esq. 

Is  a  native  of  Dover.  We  first  find  him  serving  as  mas- 
ter's-mate  of  the  Tigre  80,  Captain  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  who 
gave  him  the  command  of  a  gun-boat,  employed  in  the  de- 
fence of  St.  Jean  d'Acre.  His  advancement  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  took  place  in  Nov.  1800 ;  and  he  was  subsequently 
presented  with  the  Turkish  gold  medal  for  his  services  in  the 
Levant. 

Mr.  Boxer  next  presents  himself  to  our  notice  as  lieutenant 
of  the  Pompde  74,  at  the  seigc  of  Copenhagen  ;  and  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  included  in  the  general  promotion  of  offi- 
cers belonging  to  Lord  Gambler's  fleet,  Oct.  13,  ISO/.  In 
the  spring  of  1809,  being  then  commander  of  the  Skylark 
brig,  he  was  employed  in  ascertaining  the  strength  of  the 
enemy's  defences  at  Flushing,  &c.  preparatory  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Walcheren  expedition. 

On  the  10th  Nov.  18J 1,  the  Skylark,  in  company  with  the 
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Locust  gun-brig,  Lieutenant  John  Gedge,  discovered  and 
pursued  twelve  French  gun-vessels,  one  of  which  was  driven 
on  shore  near  Calais,  and  another,  a  brig,  of  4  long  24- 
pounders  and  (50  men,  captured,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy's  batteries  and  musketry.  On  the  3d  May,  1812,  the 
Skylark  was  unfortunately  wrecked  near  Boulogne. 

Captain  Boxer's  next  appointment  was,  Feb.  15,  1814, 
to  the  Albacore  sloop,  in  which  vessel  he  was  serving  when 
promoted  to  post  rank,  July  19  following. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Cooke,  Halford,  and  Son. 


RICHARD  O'CONOR,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant,  Feb.  1,   180G;  commander,  Aug. 
17,  1810;  and  post -captain,  Aug.  16,  1814. 
Agent. — Sir  F.  M.  Ommanney. 


FRANCIS  ERSKINE  LOCH,  Esq. 

Was  a  midshipman  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  bearing  the 
flag  of  Lord  Keith,  when  that  noble  ship  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  near  Leghorn,  Mar.  17,  1800*.  He  obtained  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  Jan.  22,  1 806,  and  subsequently  served  u.  der 
the  same  distinguished  officer  in  the  San  Josef  112. 

On  the  21st  Oct.  1812,  Mr.  Loch,  then  acting  commander 
of  the  Rover  sloop,  captured  the  American  letter  of  marque 
Experiment,  of  6  guns  and  17  men,  !aden  with  cotton  and  rice, 
from  Charlestown  bound  toBourdeaux.  His  commission  was 
confirmed  by  the  Admiralty,  Jan.  6,  J  813 ;  and  in  Aug.  follow- 
ing, he  received  an  appointment  to  the  Sparrow  brig,  which 
vessel  formed  part  of  the  squadron  under  Sir  George  R.  Collier, 
and  was  very  actively  employed  at  the  siege  of  St.  Sebastian, 
On  the  10th  Nov.  I8J3,  she  sustained  some  slight  damage 
in  the  hull  and  sails,  while  making  a  naval  demonstration  in 


•  See  Vol.  II.  Part  I.  p.  418,  ft  seq. ;  and  Nav.  CAron.  v.  xwiii,  jj.  8. 
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ihe  rear  of  Socoa,  preparatory  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy's 
lines  by  Lord  Wellington.  On  the  26th  Mar.  1814,  her 
master  was  killed  and  one  man  wounded,  in  a  partial  action 
with  two  French  frigates,  afterwards  taken  by  the  Hebrus36, 
and  Hannibal  74  *. 

Captain  Loch  was  posted  into  the  Minstrel  of  26  guns, 
Sept.  29,  1814 ;  and  appointed  to  the  Eden,  a  ship  of  simi- 
lar force,  fitting  for  the  East  Indies,  Mar.  21,  1818  f.  He 
returned  to  England  from  that  station,  Aug.  U,  1821 ;  and 
was  soon  afterwards  put  out  of  commission. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Stilwell. 


'I 


GEORGE  KIPPEN,  Esq. 

Was  born  in  1781.  He  entered  the  navy  in  1796,  and 
served  as  midshipman  on  board  the  Captain  74,  bearing  the 
broad  pendant  of  Commodore  Nelson,  at  the  defeat  of  the 
Spanish  fleet  oflf  Cape  St.  Vincent,  Feb.  14,  1797.  He  also 
fought  under  the  same  hero  at  Teneriffe,  the  Nile,  and  Tra- 
falgar. We  subsequently  find  him  serving  under  Sir  Alex- 
ander Cochrane,  on  the  Leeward  Islands  station,  where, he 
was  promoted  to  the  command  of  the  Peruvian  brig,  Aug.  21, 
1812.  In  that  vessel  he  captured,  after  an  anxious  chase  pf 
15  hours,  and  a  running  fight  of  some  duration,  the  Ameri- 
can privateer  ship  John,  of  16  guns  and  100  men.  He  ob- 
tained post  rank  Oct.  1,  1814 ;  and  died,  in  Scotland,  Aug. 
21, 1826. 


CHARLES  JULIUS  KERR,  Esq. 

Is  descended  from  the  Kerrs  of  Fernyliirst,  N.  B.  His 
grandfather,  James  Kerr,  Esq.  was  chosen  M.  P.  for  Edin- 
burgh, at  the  general  election  that  took  place  after  the  re- 
bellion of  1745,  and  married  the  third  daughter  of  Lord 
Charles  Kerr,  second  son  of  Robert,  the  first  Marquis  of  Lo- 


•  SeeSuppl.  Partl.p.  216. 
SUPPL,   PART  II.  2d 
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thiaii.  His  father  being  u  younger  son,  was  brovight  up  to 
the  medical  profession,  and  married  a  daughter  of  David 
Wardrobe,  Esq.  formerly  a  surgeon  in  Edinburgh. 

This  officer  entored  the  navy,  in  July  1799,  as  a  nridship- 
man  on  board  the  Ajax  80,  Captain  the  Hon.  Alexander  I. 
Cochrf^ne,  under  whom  he  served  until  thr^t  ship  was  paid  off, 
0^1  her  return  from  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  spring  of  1802*. 
He  th^n  joined  the  Diamond  frigate.  Captain  Thomas  Elphin- 
stone,  who  gave  him  the  charge  of  a  detained  American,  froi^i 
Bourdeaux,  in  which  vessel  he  was  captured  by  I'Avanture 
French  privateer,  and  carried  into  St.  Andero,  where  he  for- 
tunately obtained  his  release,  through  the  interference  of  the 
British  consul,  thereby  escaping  a  ten  years'  sojourn  at  Verdun. 
In  Dec.  1804,  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  cor- 
vette Infanta  Carlos,  with  a  valuable  cargo,  and  120,000 
dollars  in  specie,  from  the  Havannah  bound  to  Coruniia. 

In  Oct.  1805,  Mr.  Kerr  removed  to  the  Northumberland  74, 
bearuig  the  flag  of  Hear- Admiral  Cochrane,  by  whom  he  was 
promoted  into  the  Jason  frigate,  on  the  Leeward  Islands 
statioii,  Dec.  31,  following. 

On  the  1st  June,  1806,  Lieutenant  Kerr  was  sent  in  the 
Jason's  barge  with  two  other  boats  under  his  command,  to 
destroy  a  battery,  supposed  to  contain  only  one  gun,  near 
Aguadilla,  on  the  N.W.  side  of  Porto  Rico.  In  attempting 
to  land  clo^e  to  it,  the  b^rge  grounded  on  a  piecQ  of  coral, 
aod  the  men  unexpectedly  plunged  breast  high  into  a  hole 
between  her  and  the  shore,  by  which  their  ammunition  was 
rendered  totally  useless :  the  Spaniards  in  the  mean  time  k^t 
up  a  smart  and  well-directed  fire.  In  this  situation.  Lieute- 
nant Kerr,  considering  that  either  hesitation  or  retreat  threat- 
ened certain  destruction  to  the  whole  party,  instantly  deter- 
mined to  storm  the  fort,  and  succeeded  in  carrying  it,  with 
tl)c  loss  of  several  men  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the 
i<)rmer  was  the  acting  master  of  a  schooner  then  in  company 
v'ith  the  Jason,  who,  while  speaking  to  Lieutenant  Kerr,  re- 
ceived four  musket  ba!!s  at  the  same  moment,  and  immedi- 


■■■  '  I  ■  < 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Port  I  p.  26y. 
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ateiy  expired.  In  the  battery,  instead  of  a  single  gun,  were 
found  mounted  one  long  24-pounder,  three  brass  twelves,  an 
8-pounder,  and  a  field-piece.  The  latter  was  quickly  turned 
against  the  Spaniards,  who  had  fled  into  the  woods,  and  were 
still  lurking  there ;  but,  unfortunately,  a  spark  fell  on  some 
loose  powder,  which  communicated  with  the  magazine,  and 
caused  a  most  destructive  explosion.  Lieutenant  Kerr  was 
wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  splinter,  and  had  his  face  very  much 
burnt :  of  40  men  who  landed  from  the  boats,  only  18  re- 
mained uninjured.  On  this  circumstance  being  communicated 
to  the  committee  of  the  Patriotic  Fund,  they  distributed  re- 
wards to  the  wounded  sailors,  and  voted  Lieutenant  Kerr 
100/.,for  which  a  handsome  sword  was  afterwards  substituted 
at  his  particular  request. 

On  the  27th  Jan.  1807,  the  Jason  captured  la  Favorite 
French  corvette,  formerly  a  British  sloop,  mounting  29  guns, 
with  a  complement  of  150  men  *. 

In  June  1808,  Mr.  Kerr  became  flag-lieutenant  to  his  early 
patron,  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  by  whom  he  was  successively 
appointed  acting  captain  of  the  Circe  frigate,  and  comir  ander 
of  the  Julia  and  Wolverene  brigs.  His  c-iamission  as  com- 
mander bears  date  Nov.  30, 1808,  and  his  appointment  to  the 
latter  vessel  Dec.  11, 1809. 

On  the  9th  Nov.  181 1,  Captain  Kerr  assisted  at  the  capture 
of  la  Courageuse  French  privateer  schooner  of  14  guns  and 
70  men,  near  the  Eddy  stone ;  and  on  the  7th  Oct.  1813,  we 
find  him  capturing  a  French  national  lugger  of  6  guns  and 
32  men,  off  Cape  Barfleur.  About  the  latter  period,  he  in- 
tercepted the  King  of  Rome,  American  letter  of  marque, 
laden  with  colonial  produce. 

On  the  4th  Sept.  1814,  this  officer  received  an  order  to  act 
as  captain  of  the  Tonnant  80,  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  Alexander 
Cochrane,  on  the  coast  of  North  America.  This  appointment 
was  confirmed  by  the  Admiralty  on  the  5th  of  the  following 
month,  and  he  continued  to  command  that  ship  until  June 
1815,  since  which  he  has  not  been  employed. 
jigents, -^Messrs.  Maude  and  Co. 


SceSuppi.  Van  I.  p  i;<r». 
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JOHN  PALMER,  Esq.        o^J^    i)  K  R 

Entered  the  navy  in  Jan.  1781,  and  was  a  midshipman 
on  hoard  the  Shrewsbury  74,  Captain  (now  Sir  John)  Knight, 
in  the  actions  between  Sir  Samuel  Hood  and  the  Count  de 
Grasse,  at  the  anchorage  before  Basseterre,  in  Jan.  1782*. 
We  subsequently  find  him  serving  under  Commodore  Edward 
Thompson,  in  the  Grampus  50,  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolutionary  war, 
Mr.  Palmer  joined  the  Robust  74,  commanded  by  the  late 
Lord  Keith,  from  which  ship  he  was  promoted  into  the 
Nemesis  28,  Captain  Lord  Amelius  Beauclerk,  at  Toulon,  in 
Sept.  1793.  He  also  served  under  the  latter  officer  in  the 
Juno  32 1. 

The  Juno  being  paid  off  soon  after  her  escape  from  Mons. 
Richery,  Lieutenant  Pahner  was  appointed  to  the  Phoenix  36, 
Captain  Lawrence  William  Halsted,  in  which  ship  he  assisted 
at  the  capture  of  the  Dutch  frigate  Argo,  May  12,  1796  |, 
In  the  following  month  he  rejoined  Lord  Amelius  Beauclerk, 
with  whom  he  continued  to  serve  in  the  Dryad  and  la  For- 
tunde,  on  the  Irish  and  Channel  stations,  until  the  peace  of 
Amiens.  During  that  period,  he  assisted  at  the  capture  of 
the  following  French  privateers  : — 

Le  Vautour,  brig,  ....  of    9  guns  and    78  men,    Oct.  16,    1796. 

L'Eclair,       ....,....-- 14   108  ....,    Aug.  19,^ 

§  La  Comelie,  .........  —12   90  ....,    Sept.  9,il797. 

LaBrune,     ....,....— 16  180  ....,   Oct.  10,3 

LeMars,      .........  —16  222  ....,   Feb.   4,     1798. 

Le  Mascarade,  schooner,—  12  40  ,\  April  5  and  20, 

Le  Renard,  lugger,    . .  —  10 unknown  J  1801 . 

In  Nov.  1802,  Lieutenant  Palmer  was  appointed  first  of 
the  Venerable  74,  Captain  John  Clarke  Searle ;  with  whom 
he  removed  to  the  Monarch  74,  bearing  the  flag  of  Lord 
. ,  Keith,  in  1803.  Between  that  time  and  his  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  commander,  Jan.  22,  1806,  he  had  charge  of  various 
cruisers,  off  Boulogne,  during  the  temporary  absence  of  their 

•  See  Vol.  I.  note  at  p.  63,  et  teg.  f  See  Id.  pp.  46  and  485. 

X  See  fd.  p.  430,  §  Sunk. 
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captains.  At  the  latter  period,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
Pheasant  J  8,  in  which  sloop  he  accompanied  the  expedition 
under  Sir  Samuel  Achmuty,  to  the  Rio  de  la  Plata. 

On  the  16th  Jan.  1807,  Captain  Palmer  disembarked  with 
the  troops  about  to  besiege  Monte  Video,  leaving  the  Phea- 
sant in  charge  of  his  first  lieutenant,  now  Commander  William 
Pearce  Stanley.  After  the  storming  of  that  fortress,  Feb.  3, 
he  was  detached  by  Rear-Admiral  Stirling,  with  a  light 
squadron  under  his  orders,  to  assist  in  taking  possession  of 
Colonia  del  Sacramento,  which  service  was  performed,  in 
conjunction  with  a  body  of  troops  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dennis  Pack,  on  the  16th  of  the  following  month.  His  con- 
duct throughout  the  whole  of  the  campaign  in  South  America 
was  highly  approved  of  by  both  the  military  and  naval  chiefs. 

Subsequent  to  her  return  from  thence,  the  Pheasant  was 
employed  in  convoying  the  trade  to  Africa,  the  West  Indies, 
and  Newfoundland.  She  also  cruised  with  some  success  on 
the  Guernsey  and  Plymouth  stations.  Among  other  prizes 
taken  by  her  were  three  French  privateers  carrying  25  guns 
and  155  men.  Captain  Palmer  continued  to  command  her 
until  posted  into  the  Wanderer  of  20  guns,  Oct.  9,  1814. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  died  at  Thorn  Falcon,  near 
Taunton,  co.  Somerset,  in  July,  1828. 


HUMPHREY  FLEMING  SENHOUSE,  Esq. 

Wb  first  find  this  officer  mentioned  as  the  bearer  of  des- 
patches from  Lord  Hugh  Seymour  to  the  Admiralty,  an- 
nouncing the  capture  of  Surinam,  in  1799 ;  and,  secondly,  as 
an  able  assistant  to  Captain  Philip  Beaver,  at  the  debarkation 
of  the  British  army  in  Bay  Robert,  Martinique,  Jan.  30  and  31, 
1809  *.  His  promotion  to  the  rank  of  commander  took  place 
June  2  in  the  latter  year.    The  following  is  Mr.  James's  ac- 


•  A  very  interesting  ineinoh-  of  "  the  Life  and  Services  of  Captain 
Philip  Beaver,**  has  recently  been  published  by  Captain  W.  H.  Smyth^ 
R.N.K.S.F.&C'. 
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count  of  the  occurrence  to  which  we  alluded  at  p.  644  of 
Vol.  II.  Part  II. 

"  In  the  month  of  July,  1813,  Captain  (James)  Sanders, 
with  his  frigate  the  Junon,  and  the  sbip-sloop  Martin,  Cap- 
tain Humphrey  Fleming  Senhouse,  of  16  carronades,  24- 
pounders,  and  2  long  nines,  was  stationed  in  Delaware  bay. 
On  the  29th,  about  8  a.  m.,  the  Martin  grounded  on  the 
outer  ridge  of  Crow's  Shoal,  within  2|  miles  from  the  beiich ; 
and,  it  being  a  falling  tide,  could  not  be  floated  again  before 
the  return  of  flood.  The  water  ran  so  shallow,  that  it  became 
necessary  to  shore  the  ship  up ;  and  the  same  cause  prevented 
the  Junon  from  afterwards  anchoring  nearer  to  the  Martin, 
than  a  mile  and  three  quarters.  This  afforded  to  the  flotilla 
of  American  gun-boats  and  block-vessels  then  in  the  Dela- 
ware, a  fine  opportunity  to  destroy  the  British  sloop.  They 
accordingly,  ten  in  number,  advanced,  and  deliberately  took 
up  an  anchorage  about  a  mile  and  three  quarters  distant,  di- 
rectly on  the  Martin's  beam,  on  the  opposite  side  to  the 
Junon,  and  so  as  to  bring  the  latter  in  a  line  with  the  sloop. 
Thus,  by  anchoring  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  from  the 
frigate,  which,  it  was  well  known,  could  not  approach  nearer 
on  account  of  the  shoals,  the  American  gun-boats  had  no 
force  but  the  Martin's  to  contend  with. 

*'  All  this  while,  crowds  ol"  "itizens,  on  foot,  on  horseback, 
and  in  carriages,  were  hastening  to  the  beach,  in  the  hope  to 
see  verified  in  the  speedy  destruction  of  the  Martin,  the  won- 
derful accounts  they  had  heard  of  American  prowess  on  the 
ocean.  The  Martin  got  her  top-gallant-masts  struck,  and  her 
sails  fVirled ;  and,  although  he  despaired  of  saving  his  ship 
from  so  formidable  a  force.  Captain  Senhouse  resolved  to  de- 
fend her  to  the  last  extremity.  The  gun-boats  commenced 
the  fire,  and  the  Martin  returned  it,  at  first  with  her  carron- 
ades; but  finding  they  could  not  reach.  Captain  Senhouse 
had  the  two  9-pounders  transported  from  their  ports,  one  to 
the  top-gallant  forecastle,  the  other  to  the  poop.  Between 
these  two  guns,  and  all  the  guns  of  the  American  flotilla, 
was  the  fire  maintained  for  nearly  two  hours,  without  the 
slightest  injury  to  the  Martin.  At  about  2  p.  m.  tlie  stern- 
most  gun-boat  in  the  line  having  s<^piirated  a  little  from  the 
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1*681,  Captain  Sftndfcrs  made  the  ;rial  ^  re  the  boats  manned 
itnd  armed.  Accordingly,  three  I  ats  vere  ''  ^patched  from 
the  Martin,  containing  40  oflicei  and  mt  ,  and  fonr  from 
the  Junon,  containing  100  officers  and  men,  he  whr  under 
the  orders  of  the  Junon's  first  lieutenant,  Philip  W  tphal. 
On  the  approach  of  the  boats,  the  gun-vessels  tur  d  tlieii 
fire  from  the  Martin  against  them,  but  at  too  great  u  distance 
to  be  effective.  The  single  gun-boat,  which  was  the  principd 
object  of  attack,  kept  up  a  spirited  fire,  but  Was  quickly 
boarded  and  overpowered.  The  British  boats,  in  this  affhir, 
lost  3  killed  and  mortally  wounded,  and  4  slightly  wounded ; 
the  gun-boats,  7  wounded.  The  last  discharge  from  the  gun, 
mounted  on  board  the  gun-boat,  broke  its  carriage.  That 
prevented  the  British  from  returning  the  fire  of  the  remaining 
gun-boats,  which  had  dropped  down  in  line,  hoping  to  retake 
tlie  prize  ;  but  which  the  captors  towed  off"  in  triumph.  As, 
in  their  attempt  to  save  their  companion,  the  gun-boats  passed 
the  bow  of  the  Martin,  the  sloop  fired  upon  them  with  etfcct ; 
and  the  Junon  opened  her  fire,  but  her  shot  scarcely  fell  be- 
yond the  Martin. 

"  Some  of  the  gun-boats  having  grounded,  the  remainder 
anchored  for  their  mutual  protection.  The  tide  had  drifted 
the  ship's  boats,  as  well  as  the  captured  vessel,  to  a  consider- 
able distance.  The  gun-boats  that  had  grounded  got  off, 
and  the  whole,  as  if  to  renew  the  attack  upon  the  change  of 
tide,  anchored  within  two  miles  and  a  half  of  the  Martin,  now 
weakened  by  the  absence  of  40  of  her  best  hands.  However, 
at  5  p.  M.,  to  the  surprise  of  the  Martin's  officers  and  crew, 
and,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  to  the  extreme  mortification 
of  the  spectators  on  shore,  this  formidable  flotilla  weighed 
and  beat  up,  between  the  Mattih  and  the  shore,  without  fur- 
ther molesting  her,  arid  arrived  in  safety,  sOon  afterwards, 
at  their  station  near  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

"  The  force  that  attacked  the  Martin,  consisted  of  eight 
g\m-boats  and  two  block-vessels.  The  latter  were  sloops  of 
100  tons  each,  which  had  been  coasters.  Their  sides  had 
been  raised,  heavy  beams  laid  across,  and  the  whole  planked 
in,  on  the  top,  on  each  bide,  and  at  the  ends ;  leaving  only 
loopholes  for  musketry  (through  which  pikes  might  be  used 
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in  repelling  boarders),  and  three  ports  of  a  side :  in  these 
were  mounted  long  18-pounders.  The  covering  extended 
the  whole  length  of  the  vessel,  and  was  large  enough  to  con- 
tain 60  men,  the  number  stated  as  the  complement  of  each. 
The  gun-boats  were  sloop-rigged  vessels,  averaging  about 
95  tons,  and  mounted  each  a  long  32  and  a  4-pounder,  on 
traversing  carriages,  with  a  complement  of  35  men,  the  exact 
number  found  on  board  the  prize." 

On  the  30th  June,  1814,  Captain  Senhouse  captured  the 
American  privateer  Snap-dragon,  of  6  guns  and  80  men; 
and  on  the  1 1th  of  the  following  month,  he  assisted  in  taking 
possession  of  Moose  island,  in  Passamaquoddy  bay,  which 
was  surrendered  without  opposition  to  the  naval  and  military 
forces  under  Sir  Thomas  Masterman  Hardy  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pilkington.  He  returned  home  with  despatches  from 
Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  announcing  the  successful  result  of 
an  expedition  against  Castine,  in  the  province  of  Maine  *. 

Captain  Senhouse's  post  commission  bears  date  Oct.  12, 
1814, 

^genL — J,  Hinxman,  Esq. 


THOMAS  BALL  SULIVAN,  Esq. 

A  Companion  of  the  Most  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath. 

This  officer  obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  Dec.  31, 1799; 
and  was  first  of  the  Anson  44,  Captain  Charles  Lydiard,  at 
the  capture  of  the  Spanish  frigate  Pomona,  near  the  Havan- 
nah,  Aug.23,  1806  f. 

On  the  15th  Sept.  following,  the  Anson  had  15  men  killed 
and  wounded,  in  a  brush  with  the  Foudroyant  French  80, 
bearing  the  flag  of  Mons.  Villaumez,  of  which  the  following 
brief  account  is  given  by  Captain  Lydiard  :— 

**  Yesterday,  at  day-light,  the  Havannah  bearing  W.  S.  W.,  distant  five 
leagues,  discovered  a  large  ship  about  6  miles  a-head ;  all  sail  was  imme- 
diately made  in  chase,  but  the  wind  being  very  light  and  variable,  it  was. 


*  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  p.  729  et  seq. 
t  See  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  p.  738  el  seq. 
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1  p.  u.  before  we  closed  with  her,  and  then  she  was  not  free  from  the 
Aloro  castle.  After  half  an  hour's  action  (nearly  calm),  finding  she  had 
not  been  weakened  by  a  former  one,  as  I  hoped  had  been  the  case,  and  the 
ship  drifting  fast  in  shore,  I  was  obliged  to  haul  off.  I  should  be  wanting 
injustice  to  the  officers  and  ship's  company  of  the  Anson,  if  I  did  not  ex- 
press to  you  my  strongest  approbation  of  their  conduct.  I  am  sorry  to 
add,  that  we  have  had  2  valuable  seamen  killed,  4  dangerously  wounded, 
and  9  slightly;  the  sails  and  rigging  are  much  cut." 

The  Anson  formed  part  of  the  squadron  under  Captain 
(now  Sir  Charles)  Brii^bane,  at  the  capture  of  Cura9oa,  Jan.  1, 
I8O7*;  in  consequence  of  which  memorable  event,  Lieuten- 
ant Sulivan  was  made  commander  immediately  after  her  ar- 
rival in  England  with  the  glorious  tidings.  His  commission 
as  such  bears  date  Feb.  23,  1807. 

We  next  find  this  ofi&cer  serving  as  a  volunteer  on  board 
the  Anson,  and  he  continued  in  her  until  she  was  wrecked 
near  the  Lizard,  Dec.  29, 1807 1*  He  appears  to  have  been 
subsequently  employed  as  an  agent  for  transports. 

Early  in  1813,  Captain  Sulivan  was  appointed  to  the 
Woolwich  44,  armSe  en  Jf.iifa,  and  ordered  to  convey  Sir 
James  Lucas  Yeo,  4  commanders,  8  lieutenants,  24  mid- 
shipmen, upwards  of  400  seamen,  and  the  frames  of  several 
gun-vessels  from  England  to  Quebec,  for  the  lake  service  in 
Canada.  On  the  6th  Nov.  in  the  same  year,  he  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  that  ship,  off  Barbadoes. 

Captain  Suli van's  next  appointment  was.  Mar.  26,  1814, 
to  the  Weser  troop-ship,  in  which  he  was  very  actively  em- 
ployed on  the  North  American  station,  until  the  conclusion  of 
the  war.  The  official  report  of  the  destruction  of  Commo- 
dore Barney's  flotilla,  in  the  Patuxent  river,  Aug.  22,  1814  J. 
informs  us,  that  he  was  the  senior  officer  of  his  rank  present 
on  that  occasion,  and  that  his  "  cheerful  and  indefatigable 
exertions,**  in  the  command  of  a  division  of  boats  and  ten- 
ders, *'  most  justly"  entitled  him  to  the  "warmest  acknow- 
ledgments of  Rear- Admiral  Cockburn,  by  whom  he  was 


•  See  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  p.  740. 
t  See  Xav.  Chron.  vol.  xix.  pp.  55  and  •152. 
J  Sec  Vol.  I.  Part  II.  p.  626. 
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earnestly  recommended  to  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane's  "  favor- 
able notice."  The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  Rear- Admi- 
ral's public  letter,  announcing  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
against  Baltimore  : — 

**  An  advance  of  this  description,  offftinst  superior  nrnnbeM  of  iri  enemy 
so  posted,  could  not  be  effected  without  loss.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
a  return  of  what  has  been  suffered  by  those  of  the  naval  department  acting 
with  the  army  on  this  occasion  * ;  and  it  is.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  pride 
and  pleasure  I  report  to  you,  that  the  brigade  of  seamen  with  small  arms, 
commanded  by  Captahi  Edward  Crofton,  assisted  by  Captains  Sulivan, 
Money,  and  Ramsay  (the  three  semor  commanders  in  the  fleet),  who  com- 
manded divisions  under  him,  behaved  with  a  gallantry  and  steadiness 
which  would  have  done  honor  to  the  ablest  troops,  and  which  attracted  the 
admiration  of  the  army." 

Captain  Sulivan  was  promoted  to  post  rank  Oct.  19, 1814  ; 
and  nominated  a  C.  B.  in  1815.  He  married,  April  19, 
1808,  Henrietta,  youngest  daughter  of  Captain  Bartholomew 
James,  R.  N. 

Ageiitt — John  Chippendale,  Esq.  , 


THOMAS  ALEXANDER,  Esq. 

A  Compftnion  of  the  Moot  Honorable  Military  Order  of  the  Bath. 

This  officer  entered  the  naval  service  in  April,  1795  ;  re- 
ceived his  first  commission  in  Jan.  1802;  and  conducted  an 
explosion  vessel  into  Aix  roads,  April  11,  1809;  at  whicii 
latter  period  he  was  servihg  as  Senior  lieutenant  of  the  Reso- 
lution 74.  His  promotion  to  the  rank  of  conunandcr  took 
place  soon  after  the  performance  of  that  gallant  service  f. 

Early  in  1812,  Captain  Alexander  was  appointed  to  the 
Devastation  bomb,  in  which  vessel  we  find  him  very  actively 
employed  on  tlic  Baltic  and  North  American  stations,  for  up- 
wards of  three  years. 

The  Devastation  formed  part  of  the  squadron  under  Cap- 


•  Total  31  killed ;  Lieutenant  Sampson  Marshall,  of  the  Diadem,  C;ip- 
tiiiii  J()lin  llobyns,  R.  M.  IMr.  0.  ( )};lc,  mkbhipmaii  of  the  'roniiaiit,  and 
46  men  wuuikIwI  j   1  man  missing. 

t  Sec  Vol.  I.  i'art  1.  p.  84. 
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tain  (now  Sir  James  A.)  Gordon,  at  the  capture  of  Fjrt 
Washington,  and  during  the  subsequent  operations  in  the 
Potowmac  river,  an  account  of  which  has  been  given  at  pp. 
941—945  of  Vol.  11.  Part  II.  Captain  Alexander,  at  the 
head  of  200  seamen  and  marines,  afterwards  defeated  up- 
wards of  1100  American  soldiers,  (with  5  field-pieces)  by 
"whom  he  was  attacked,  when  endeavouring  to  procure  cattle 
at  Parker's  Point,  in  the  Chesapeake ;  on  which  occasion 
he  secured  2  of  the  enemy,  and  20  of  their  horses,  his  own 
party  escaping  without  a  single  casualty.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  1815,  he  was  employed  in  an  expedition  up 
St.  Marjr^s  river,  Georgia,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  (now 
O)mnri8sioner)  Ross*. 

Captain  Alexander  was  advanced  to  post  rank  Oct.  19, 
1914  J  nominated  a  C.  B.  in  1815  ;  and  appointed  to  the  Al- 
ligator, of  29  guns,  fitting  for  the  East  India  station.  May 
16,  1822.  During  the  greater  part  of  1825,  he  commanded 
the  naval  forces  employed  in  co-operation  with  the  army  sent 
against  the  King  of  Ava  t ;  which  difficult  and  extremely 
harasshig  service  he  conducted  in  the  most  able  and  gal- 
lant manner.  He  died  at  Prome,  Nov.  11,  1825,  in  the 
41st  year  of  his  age,  leaving  a  widow  and  several  child- 
ren to  lament  the  loss  of  an  afifcctionatc  husband  and 
parent. 


DAVID  SCOTT,  Esq. 

Was  a  lieutenant  of  the  Bellcrophon  74»  at  the  battle  of 
Trafalgar  %.  He  waa  made  a  commander,  Aug.  2,  ISl  1 ;  and 
promoted  to  post  rank,  while  commanding  the  Morgiana 
sloop,  Oct.  22,  1814. 


•  Sec  Vol.  II,  Part  II.  p.  717,  d  seg. 
+  See  Captains  IIknry  Ducie  Chaps,  C.  B.  and  Fuej)Eriok  AIaii. 

RYATT,  C.  B. 

X  See  Vol.  II.  Part  II.  p.  %'X 
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EDWARD  COLLIER,  Esq. 

Was  born  at  Bleckley,  co.  Worcester,  in  1783.  He  en- 
tered the  naval  service,  Feb.  26,  1796,  under  the  patronage 
of  the  late  Hon.  Sir  George  C.  Berkeley,  and  served  his  time 
as  midshipman  on  board  the  Formidable  98,  Maidstone  and 
Seahorse  frigates.  Victorious  74,  and  Centurion  50,  the  two 
latter  ships  bearing  the  flag  of  Vice-Admiral  Peter  Rainier, 
commander-in-chief  in  India,  to  whom  he  had  been  recom- 
mended by  Captain  Edward  James  Foote,  of  the  Seahorse. 

The  alarming  situation  of  the  Centurion,  in  a  tremendous 
hurricane,  off  Ceylon,  in  Dec.  1802,  has  been  noticed  at  p. 
144  of  Suppl.  Part  I.  For  his  exertions  on  that  occasion, 
Mr.  Collier  was  immediately  afterwards  promoted  into  the 
Arrogant  74.  In  Feb.  1803,  he  accompanied  an  expedition 
sent  against  the  pirates  on  the  Guzzurat  coast,  the  result  of 
which  has  also  been  stated  in  our  memoir  of  Captain  Dobbie. 

About  Nov.  following,  Mr.  Collier  exchanged  into  the  St. 
Fiorenzo  frigate,  of  which  he  was  third  lieutenant  at  the  cap- 
ture of  la  Psyche  French  36,  commanded  by  Mons.  Bergcret, 
Feb.  14, 1805.  The  "  able  support"  he  afforded  his  captain 
on  that  occasion  is  duly  acknowledged  in  the  official  account 
of  the  action,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  p.  347  of  Suppl. 
Part  II. 

From  this  period.  Lieutenant  Collier  served  as  second  of 
the  St.  Fiorenzo,  until  Mar,  1808,  when  he  left  her  at  Point 
de  Galle,  in  consequence  of  a  very  severe  indispositon,  and 
returned  home  invalided,  in  the  Monmouth  64.  Early  in 
1809,  he  was  appointed  first  of  the  Thames  32,  Captain  the 
Hon.  G.  G.  Waldegrave,  with  whom  he  continued  until  pro- 
moted for  his  gallant  conduct  at  the  capture  and  destruction 
of  a  Neapolitan  convoy,  near  Amanthca,  July  25,  1810*. 

In  Sept.  1812,  Captain  Collier  received  an  appointment  to 
the  Manly  brig,  in  which  he  was  'successively  employed  off 
the  Scheldt,  in  convoying  the  trade  to  Newfoundland,  and 
as  a  cruiser  on  the  North  American  station.     On  the  13th 


•  Sec  Suppl.  Purt  I.  p.  V)0. 
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Nov.  1813,  that  vessel  was  driven  high  and  dry  on  shore,  in 
Halifax  harbour,  during  a  heavy  gale  from  the  S.  S.  W.,  and 
in  such  a  situation,  that  it  required  the  labour  of  three  weeks 
to  get  her  off  again. 

A  reinforcement  of  seamen  for  the  squadron  on  the  Cana- 
dian lakes  being  at  that  time  most  earnestly  requested  by 
Sir  James  Lucas  Yeo,  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew  of 
the  Manly  immediately  offered  their  services,  which  were 
readily  accepted  by  Rear-Admiral  Griffith,  then  commanding 
at  Halifax,  who  despatched  them,  with  other  volunteers,  to 
St.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  where  no  time  was  lost  in  pre- 
paring for  their  march  to  Kingston,  an  account  of  which  is 
contained  in  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  (now  Commander) 
Henry  Kent,  published  in  the  Naval  Chronicle  for  1815. 

After  enduring  many  hardships.  Captain  Collier  and  his 
gallant  followers,  about  220  in  number,  reached  the  place  of 
their  destination  in  time  to  assist  at  the  capture  of  Oswego, 
the  official  details  of  which  service  have  been  given  at  p.  215 
of  Suppl.  Part  1 L  Previous  to  the  attack,  Captain  Collier, 
with  some  gun-boats  under  his  command,  was  "  sent  close 
in,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the  enemy  to  shew  his  fire, 
and  particularly  the  number  and  position  of  his  guns.  This 
service,"  says  the  military  commander  *,  "  was  performed  iu 
the  most  gallant  manner,  the  boats  taking  a  position  within 
point-blank  shot  of  the  fort,  which  returned  the  fire  from  four 
jjUng,  one  of  them  heavy."  During  the  attack.  Captain  Col- 
lier commanded  an  hermaphrodite  rigged  vessel,  stationed  off 
the  town,  and  **  behaved  much  to  the  satisfaction"  of  his 
commodore. 

After  the  storming  of  Fort  Oswego,  the  subject  of  this  me- 
moir succeeded  Captain  Mulcaster  in  the  command  of  the 
Princess  Charlotte  42,  which  appointment  was  confirmed  by 
the  Admiralty,  Nov.  18, 1814.  During  the  remainder  of  the 
war  with  America,  we  find  him  employed  in  a  variety  of 
arduous  services  on  the  different  lakes.  He  returned  to  Eng- 
land in  Dec.  1815,  bringing  with  him  a  detachment  of  seamen 
lately  employed  in  Canada. 


Licutcnant-Gcncral  Gordon  Druininoiul. 
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Captain  Collier's  next  appointment  was,  Sept.  1818,  to  the 
Mersey  26,  in  which  ship  he  served  the  usual  period  of  three 
years,  on  the  Halifax  station,  and  afterwards  formed  part  of 
his  Majesty's  escort  from  Calais.  The  Mersey  was  paid  off 
at  Portsmouth,  Nov.  30, 1821. 

Agents, — Messrs.  Maude  &  Co, 


RICHARD  CREYKE,  Esq. 

Was  made  lieutenant  Nov.  7>  1806;  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  commander  Mar.  17,  1812;  and  posted,  while  command- 
ing tlic  Zephyr  sloop,  Dec.  19,  1814. 

Agents. — Messrs.  Maude  &  Co. 
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ERRATA. 

p.    74,  note  f,  first  line,/r»-  EJdysto  n  read  EdJystonc. 

—  12!/,  last  line  of  the  text,yor  Stagus  read  Stagno. 

—  135,  second  line  of  the  notc,yor  land-lead  rrad  hand-lead. 

—  209,  second  line  of  the  large  type, /or  Barosa  read  Barrosa. 

—  217,  line  12  from  the  bottom, /or  C.  R.  Collier  read  G.  R.  Collier. 

—  225,  —  14  '  — ,  dek  the  hyphen  between  viastn  and  rigged, 

—  266,  lines  13  and  14  of  the  small  type,/or  considered,  this  schooner  rearf con- 

sidered, that  this  schooner. 

—  27(5,  line  7,  dck  the  commas  after jwry  and  main. 

—  317,  —  3  from  the  bottom, /or  Augt  31  read  Aiig.  1. 


ADDENDA  TO  SUPPLEMENT  PART  II. 

Page  390.— Captain  Lnpenoticrc  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was 
Lucia  Rohanna  Margaretta  Shean,  daughter  of  a  gentleman  in  Brecknockshire, 
South  Wales,  by  whom  he  had  four  daughters.  The  eldest  surviving  child  by 
that  marriage  is  married  to  the  Rev.  W.  Cuthbort,  A.  M.  of  Beech  Field  House, 
Duncaster. 


W.  I'oplc,  riiiitJl, 
67,  Mianrcry  I mu",  Loiulnli. 


